
Unit 2, Session 4

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
In the last session, we studied about Barnabas and Paul’s first missions trip to cities in 

Asia Minor (now Turkey). So many Gentiles were getting saved that a dispute arose 

about whether they needed to become Jews before they could be saved. The issue 

was settled when Paul, Barnabas, and Peter all testified what God did among the 

Gentiles. They certainly did not have to become Jews.

That being resolved, Paul started on his next missions venture. This time he took 

Silas and visited some of the churches he had started in Asia. While he was in the town 

of Troas, Paul had a vision of a man in Macedonia (northern Greece) begging him to 

go there. Paul was convinced it was a sign from God. So, he and his team sailed across 

the Aegean Sea eventually arriving in the city of Philippi. It was there that a major 

advance of the gospel occurred.

Luke relates how Paul and his men, now including Luke, encountered a group of 

women who were believers in God. One of the women was a businesswoman named 

Lydia who sold purple cloth (an expensive fabric). She was most likely wealthy. Paul 

spoke to her and the others about Jesus. Lydia believed and so did her family. She 

encouraged Paul and his traveling companions to stay at her house.

Why was it important that Paul go to Macedonia? On what continent was it 

located?  ����������������������������������������������������������
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At that time, Lydia was the first person on that continent to do what?  ���������
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL TAUGHT 
LYDIA ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: Jesus wants PeoPle to follow him.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 23

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can obey Jesus as a 
response to His love. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:11-15 

JESUS

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
This is his command: to 
believe in the name of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and to 
love one another as he 
commanded us. 1 John 3:23

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8

Stay in the know! facebook.
com/biblestudiesforlifekids.
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 ›Pack Item 18—Separate 
the cards. Mix up each 
set of cards but keep as 2 
separate sets.

 ›Pack Item 9 (optional)

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Bible Book Cards” and “Paul’s Letters” (Pack Items 9, 18), Division Order

1. Form two teams. Give each team a mixed up set of “Paul’s Letters” and instruct 

them to place the cards on the floor, faceup. None of the cards should overlap. 

2. Explain that both teams have all the books of Paul’s Letters. 

3. To play, teams will try to be the first team to put the cards in the order in which 

the books appear in the Bible. 

4. Play once and check the accuracy of each team. Mix up the cards and play again.

5. Continue until the books can be recited easily.

6. If kids already know the books well, allow them to take turns playing the game 

with the full set of “Bible Book Cards.”

Option: “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Listen for the Directions

1. Explain to kids that they will need to listen carefully to follow your directions.

2. Read the first of the instructions below only once. Allow time for kids to complete 

the action, then read it again. Commend those who listened and followed 

correctly, without pointing anyone out.

3. Continue reading each instruction once and let kids respond.

 -Knock on the nearest wall that has a window.

 -Shake hands with someone, then bump elbows with the same person.

 - Jump straight up but land looking in the other direction.

 -Place your hands flat on the floor. Jump up with your hands toward the ceiling. 

Then clap two times.

 -Line up shortest to tallest while standing on your knees.

4. Play as time allows. Add your own directions if needed. When finished, again 

commend kids for their listening skills.

5. Comment that today kids will hear a story about a woman who listened to a man 

tell about Jesus.

6. Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 11, 12

 ›Teaching Picture 8

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bible, beanbag (possibly 
purple), marker, large 
piece of paper

 ›masking tape—Mark off 
a taped box on the floor 
about 4 feet by 4 feet. 
Divide it into 6 rectangles. 

 ›marker, paper—Write each 
of the numbers 1 to 6 on 
a separate piece of paper. 
Tape the papers inside the 
6 taped rectangles. 
Option: Print the first 
6 pages of “Review Toss 
Game” (CD).

 ›marker, eraser, board—
Print the following words 
and pronunciations on 
the board (but not the 
meaning in parenthesis): 
Stoppe [STOP-uh] (stop) 
Trekk [trek] (move) 
Sitt ned [sitt nehd] (sit 
down) 
Option: “Norwegian 
Pronunciations” (CD)

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Being on Mission Title Banner” (Pack Item 11), Teaching Picture 8 

 • Point out the title banner.

 • Inquire of kids why listening was important in the Introductory Activity game. 

Comment that if they hadn’t listened, they couldn’t have followed the directions.

 • Show the Teaching Picture and encourage kids to listen to the story to see who 

listened and to whom, and who they followed.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 16 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus 

Paul and his friends were traveling on a mission trip to teach about Jesus. While 

they were in Philippi on the Sabbath, they went outside the city to the river. 

They expected to find people praying, so they sat down and spoke with the 

women who had gathered. One woman was named Lydia. She was a merchant 

and sold purple cloth she had brought from another city. Lydia worshiped God, 

and she listened to what Paul shared. God helped her understand. She and her 

entire household were baptized to show that they wanted to follow Jesus. 

Lydia urged Paul and his friends to stay at her house. So they did.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 6 : 11 - 1 5

REVIEW
►Teaching Picture 8

 • Show the Teaching Picture and invite kids to tell you who listened and who they 

followed. (Lydia listened to Paul and followed Jesus.)

 • Discuss examples that Jesus gave us for following God. Answers may include: He 

was baptized, helped sick people, fed people, taught about God, obeyed God, 

and loved people. Write kids’ answers on a large piece of paper.

 • Read each answer and explore ways kids can follow Jesus’ example.

 • Guide kids to sit around the grid you created on the floor.

 • Kids will take turns tossing a beanbag onto the grid. The first kid must toss it onto 

the number 1. If he misses, allow a new kid to try.

 • When it lands on 1, read the first Review Question (page 91). If answered correctly, 

allow her to toss the beanbag again to see how many points she wins.

 • If she can’t answer the question, allow someone else to toss on the 1 and try to 

answer. To make the game shorter, offer the answer yourself.

 • Continue with questions in order until they have all been answered.

5 4     U n i t  2 ,  S e S S i o n  4
© 2017 LifeWay



Option: Show the gospel 
presentation video (DVD).

 • If time allows, play again.

 • Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Life Action” video.

 • Comment that, like Lydia, God wants us to follow Jesus.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Acts 1:8 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 12)   

 • Read the Unit Verse together.

 • Explain that in this verse, Jesus is speaking to His followers. To be His follower 

means to become a Christian.

 • Inquire how a person becomes a Christian. Use “Sharing the Gospel with Kids” 

(page 94) to guide you.

 • Read the verse again before beginning the game.

 • Choose one kid to be It. Direct the others to sit closely in a circle.

 • It should walk around the circle, saying one word of the verse as he taps each kid 

on the shoulder.

 • At some point, he says “Stop,” and begins to run around. The kid he just tapped 

will jump up and chase It. If she catches him, It remains the same. If It can run 

around the circle and take her place before she catches him, she becomes It.

 • It begins to walk around the circle, beginning the verse where it was stopped.

 • Continue until most have had a turn to be It and they can say the verse well.

 • Recite the verse together.

 • Option: Learn the Weekly Bible Verse: 1 John 3:23.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Comment that many Norwegian phrases are similar to English words. Point out 

the words and pronunciations on the board. Allow kids to guess the meanings.

 • Use the commands in a silly 30-second Simon Says game. 

 • Pray that Norwegians will understand that God is real and He loves them.

SING AND PRAY
►“Tell the Whole World” (CD, track 3)

 • Sing “Tell the Whole World” (track 3).

 • Pray, asking God to help kids learn to follow Jesus.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

Jesus wants PeoPle to follow him.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“ABC Code” (Kids Activity Page), Human Checkers

1. Encourage kids to complete “ABC Code” on the Kids Activity Page. As kids work, 

briefly share parts of your own experience and testimony.

2. Be aware of kids who seem to have questions and offer to speak with them more 

about how to become a Christian.

3. Create four teams and designate one kid from each team as the checker. Guide 

them to the first row of the mat or taped grid.

4. Ask a “Human Checkers Review” question.

5. When a team answers a question correctly, its checker should take one step 

forward onto a new square.

6. If the team doesn’t know the answer, ask the next team. If none of the teams 

know the answer, give the correct answer yourself. Save that question to ask 

again later.

7. Play as time allows and go over any questions that were not used.

8. Wrap up by emphasizing that Jesus wants people to follow Him.

CHOICE 2 
►“ABC Code” (Kids Activity Page), ABC Bandanas

1. Encourage kids to use the markers or paints to decorate their fabric bandanas 

with the elements of the ABCs. They should include the words Admit, Believe, and 

Confess as well as Bible references.

2. As kids work, briefly share how to become a Christian. Refer to “Sharing the 

Gospel with Kids” (page 94) for more information.

3. If you are using paints, the squares will need to dry. Kids may take them home 

next week. If a kid is missing next week, use it as an opportunity to call and offer 

to deliver it to him.

4. While the paints dry, encourage kids to complete “ABC Code” on the Kids Activity 

Page. As kids work, briefly share parts of your own experience and testimony.

5. Be aware of kids who seem to have questions and offer to speak with them more 

about how to become a Christian.

6. Wrap up by emphasizing that Jesus wants people to follow Him. Kids can use 

their bandana as an ABC reminder.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils, optional 
Giant Game Floor Mat 
(005408950)

 ›Print out a copy of “Human 
Checkers Review” (CD) and 
place the sheets in the 
floor mat. 
Option: If not using the 
mat, tape a grid on the 
floor with 4 sheets by 5 
sheets.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils, fabric 
cut into 12-by-16-inch 
shapes (1 for each kid), 
fabric markers or paint 
and paintbrushes, table 
covering or newsprint
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CHOICE 3
►“ABC Code” (Kids Activity Page), ABC Cards

1. Encourage kids to complete “ABC Code” on the Kids Activity Page. As kids work, 

briefly share parts of your own experience and testimony.

2. Be aware of kids who seem to have questions and offer to speak with them more 

about how to become a Christian.

3. Explain to kids that they will be making cards to give to others to tell how to 

become a Christian. Talk about whom they might want to give their cards and 

what they can tell them.

4. Instruct kids to follow these steps:

 -Fold the card in half horizontally.

 -At the top of the card, along the fold, draw bubble letters for ABC. The tops of 

the letters have to touch the fold of the card.

 -With the card folded, cut out just the left of the A, the right of the C and the 

bottom of the ABC. Don’t cut along the fold.

 -Write Admit, Believe, Confess on the front of the card inside the appropriate 

letters.

 -Open the card and write the Bible references.

 -Add a note for your friend and sign the card.

5. Wrap up by emphasizing that Jesus wants people to follow Him. Encourage kids 

to silently pray for the person who will receive the card.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul Taught Lydia About Jesus: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Explain that Jesus wants people to follow Him. Part of following Jesus is asking 

Him to be our Savior. Use “Sharing the Gospel with Kids” (page 94) to talk with 

kids about God’s gift of salvation or show the “Gospel Presentation for Kids” 

(DVD).

 • Pray, asking God to help kids trust and follow Jesus as their Savior.

 • Tell kids there is a “Bible: People, Places, and Things” Take-Home Card about 

Lydia. Challenge them to locate that card to quiz a parent about Lydia. If a parent 

doesn’t know who Lydia is, encourage her to share what she learned about Lydia!

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils,  
8 ½-by-5 ½-inch pieces 
of heavyweight white 
paper (1 per kid), scissors, 
markers

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 
 
 
 
Option: A kid-friendly 
presentation of the gospel 
is available on the DVD 
and online at lifeway.com/
kidsgospelpresentation.

LIFE POINT Jesus wants PeoPle to follow him.
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