
Unit 2, Session 3

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
“He’s a god!” “She’s heavenly!” Rock, movie, and sports heroes are often considered 

divine by their admirers. Though most of those fans don’t really think their idols are 

gods or goddesses, some fans come dangerously close to practicing idolatry.

Barnabas and Paul experienced something similar in their missionary work. The 

men continued going to synagogues to preach about Jesus. Many Jews and Gentiles 

were saved as the missionaries performed signs and miracles in Iconium. Opposition 

intensified, so they decided to move on to Lycaonia.

In the town of Lystra, the missionaries healed a lame man who put his faith in 

Christ. However, some witnesses of the miracle jumped to the conclusion that they 

were Greek gods. They thought Barnabas was Zeus and Paul was Hermes. A priest 

from the local temple even brought oxen to sacrifice to them. The two men strongly 

objected to the homage, insisting they were only humans who came to tell them 

about the one true God.

The Jews from Antioch and Iconium came and quickly turned the people against 

them, and the people even stoned Paul. He survived, but he and Barnabas left 

the next day. They traced their way back through the cities where they had made 

converts, encouraging them and appointing leaders for the churches. Eventually, they 

returned home to Antioch to report all God had done on their journey. They were not 

gods, but they sure were heroes!

Why were Paul and Barnabas mistaken for Greek gods?  �������������������
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Do you think God still does healing miracles to show His power? Why or why not? 
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL AND BARNABAS
TOLD ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to cooPerate with others willinGly.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 16

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God creates opportunities 
for people to connect with 
others. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 14 
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
We are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to 
do. Ephesians 2:10

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8
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 › jump ropes

 ›DVD

 ›CD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Bible Book Jump

1. As kids arrive, direct them to a jump rope. If all jump ropes are in use, kids may sit 

and watch while they wait their turn.

2. Instruct kids to begin jumping rope, naming one book of the New Testament on 

each jump. They should name the books in order.

3. If a kid misses a step, misses saying a book on each jump, or says the wrong book, 

his turn is over. He should pass the rope to someone who has not had a turn.

4. Encourage kids who are waiting to say the books in their head along with the 

jumper or provide help as needed to the jumper.

5. If kids do not know the books very well, begin with just the four Gospels. When 

they have mastered those, add the next division.

6. For more experienced kids, allow them to begin with the Old Testament and see 

how far they can go.

Option: “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►“Tell the Whole World” (CD, track 3), Link and Stand

1. Instruct kids to find partners who are of a similar height. If they choose a partner 

of a different height, the task will be more difficult. However, allow kids to make 

the choice.

2. Lead kids to sit on the floor with their backs together and their elbows linked.

3. On your command, the kids should lean back against their partners and try to 

stand. Their hands and elbows should not touch the floor. They are trying to rise 

by both putting similar pressure on the other.

4. For pairs who succeed, commend them for their cooperation with each other. 

5. For those pairs who can’t get up, affirm their attempt. 

6. Explain that this was a difficult task and took a lot of cooperation. Today kids will 

hear a story about two men who cooperated to spread the gospel. 

7. Sing “Tell the Whole World” (track 3).

8. Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 11, 12

 ›Teaching Picture 7

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bible, large set of 
dominoes, balloons, 
marker, small paper 
strips—Write 2 to 3 words 
of the Unit Verse on each 
paper strip. Roll up the 
strips and insert each into 
a separate balloon. Blow 
up the balloons and tie 
tightly. If you have a large 
class and want to have 
different teams, assign 
each team 1 color of 
balloon and make more 
sets of balloons in those 
colors. 
Option: “Unit Verse 
Balloons” (CD)

 › International Missions: 
“Norway” (CD) 
 
 
Teaching Tip: Kids with 
special needs might 
benefit from a “Visual 
Schedule” (CD). 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Being on Mission Title Banner” (Pack Item 11), Teaching Picture 7 

 • Refer to the title banner and offer a quick review of the last Bible story. Remind 

kids that Paul was a missionary.

 • Instruct kids to listen for how Paul and Barnabas worked together.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 14 and tell the story in your own words or use the one on 

the back of the Teaching Picture.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus

Paul and Barnabas were traveling and preaching about Jesus together. 

In Iconium, although a great number of Jews and Greeks believed, the 

unbelieving Jews tried to cause trouble for Paul and Barnabas. The city was 

divided with some siding with the Jews and some with the disciples. Some 

people plotted to attack and stone the disciples, so they left together and 

preached in other towns.

Paul met a man who had never walked because his feet were not strong 

enough. “Stand up,” Paul told him. And the man jumped up and started 

walking. The crowds who saw this thought Paul and Barnabas must be gods. 

They were ready to worship them and offer sacrifices to them.

Paul shouted, “Why are you doing this? We are men just like you! We are 

telling you the good news that you should serve the living God who is the 

Creator. He has always shown Himself by giving you rain, food, and happiness.” 

But the people didn’t want to listen.

Jews who had caused trouble for them before came and stirred up the 

crowds again. They stoned Paul and took him outside the city, thinking he was 

dead, but he got up. The next day, he and Barnabas left the city.

Paul and Barnabas preached about Jesus and taught the people to be 

disciples. Then they traveled again through some of the towns where they 

had preached before. They encouraged the believers and explained that it is 

sometimes necessary to face troubles.

The disciples returned to Antioch and shared all that had happened. They 

explained that God had opened the hearts of the Gentiles to believe as well.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 4

4 8     U n i t  2 ,  S e S S i o n  3
© 2017 LifeWay



REVIEW
►Teaching Picture 7

 • Display the Teaching Picture and inquire of kids how Paul and Barnabas worked 

together. (traveling together, speaking and preaching together)

 • Explain that kids will work together to set up a dominoes track. When a Review 

Question (page 91) is answered correctly, the person who answered is given three 

dominoes. Allow him to set them up on the short end with only an inch between 

the dominoes. Use a hard surface to set them on. Ask another question and 

award another three dominoes to be added to the track.

 • Continue asking questions and adding dominoes as long as time permits. Gently 

tap the end domino to watch them all tumble.

 • If the dominoes track falls before the end of the time, just begin again. Give three 

dominoes to the first person to answer a question correctly.

 • Add questions from previous sessions or make up your own if needed. 

 • Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Life Action” video.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Acts 1:8 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 12)   

 • Recite the Unit Verse together.

 • Guide kids to cooperate to keep the balloons in the air. When a balloon touches 

the floor, kids should pop the balloon and retrieve the strip of paper.

 • Continue until all balloons have been popped and the word strips are collected.

 • Instruct kids to put the Unit Verse strips in order.

 • When complete, read the verse together.

 • Option: Learn the Weekly Bible Verse: Ephesians 2:10.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Mention that some church buildings in Norway are sitting empty, or they have 

become cafes or other places of business. 

 • Show the missions video “Norway Needs Jesus” (DVD). Comment that the Doves 

help Christians in Norway share Jesus with others.

 • Pray for the churches in Norway.

PRAY
 • Pray, asking God to help kids cooperate with friends and family this week.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

God wants PeoPle to cooPerate with others willinGly.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“Connecting with Others” (Kids Activity Page), Milk Jug Viewer

1. Encourage kids to complete “Connecting with Others” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Discuss each picture and let kids tell you how the people are cooperating. 

Emphasize how the people in the pictures are communicating the gospel as they 

cooperate.

3. Explain to kids you will be working together to make a milk jug viewer.

4. Briefly review the story and decide what key points should be illustrated. 

5. Call for volunteers to draw each of the story pictures on the index cards. 

Encourage them to draw carefully and neatly.

6. Stack the cards in order and add numbers to help keep them in order. Insert the 

cards in the slit in the milk jug.

7. Choose one kid to view the pictures by holding the jug in one hand and looking 

through the open top. Help her pull out the first card, making the next picture 

visible.

8. When that kid is finished, re-stack the cards and allow another kid to look 

through the viewer.

9. Commend kids for working together and emphasize that God wants us to 

cooperate with others willingly.

CHOICE 2 
►“Connecting with Others” (Kids Activity Page), Cooperative Collage

1. Instruct kids to complete “Connecting with Others” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Discuss each picture and let kids tell you how the people are cooperating. 

Emphasize how the people in the pictures are communicating the gospel as they 

cooperate.

3. Invite kids to work together to make a collage.

4. Allow kids to search the magazines to find pictures of people working together 

or cooperating. 

5. Guide kids to randomly glue the pictures to the large piece of paper. It’s OK if 

pictures overlap or if they are oriented differently. Write Cooperation at the top of 

the paper.

6. As kids work, discuss the pictures they find. Imagine what they might be saying 

to each other.

7. When most of the page is covered, cut conversation bubbles from white paper 

and write some of the imagined conversations on them. To make a conversation 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, large index cards, 
colored pencils or markers, 
sharp knife (for teacher 
use only), half gallon milk 
jug—Rinse the jug and 
allow it to dry. Cut a slit in 
1 side of the jug that is 4 ¼ 
inches long horizontally.  
 
 
 
Teaching Tip: If you 
have multiple milk jugs 
available, consider letting 
2 or 3 kids work together 
to make a viewer to share.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, large piece of 
paper, marker, magazines 
with pictures of people 
working together, 
illustrated missions 
magazines, glue sticks, 
scissors, white paper, pens 
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bubble, cut the paper in a random shape similar to an oval. Include a little 

pointed tab on the bottom which shows which person is talking. Comic strip 

conversations would be a good example to share with kids.

8. Encourage kids to consider how the people working together might be sharing 

the gospel. Guide them to include that in a conversation bubble.

9. If possible, display the collage in the classroom for a few weeks to remind kids 

that God wants us to cooperate with others willingly.

CHOICE 3
►“Connecting with Others” (Kids Activity Page), Bracelet Reminder

1. Encourage kids to complete “Connecting with Others” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Discuss each picture and let kids tell you how the people are cooperating. 

Emphasize how the people in the pictures are communicating the gospel as they 

cooperate.

3. Give each kid a plastic strip then follow these directions:

 -Place a strip of masking tape on the table with the sticky side up. It will need to 

be at least 7 inches long.

 -Lay the plastic strip in the middle of the masking tape.

 -Place another strip of tape on top, allowing the two strips to stick together. 

 -Trim any exposed sticky side or trim to the width of the plastic. Allow kids to 

wrap the bracelet around their wrists to measure and trim most of the excess.

 -Help kids punch a hole in each end of the bracelet.

 -Tie a piece of ribbon through each hole.

 -Decorate the bracelet with the word Cooperation as a reminder.

4. As kids work, allow them to share ways they can cooperate with others and share 

the gospel.

5. Use the ribbon to tie the bracelets on. They will need a friend to do the tying!

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul and Barnabas Told About Jesus: Wrap Up” video. 

 • Pray, asking God to help kids know how to work with others.

 • Hold up the “Bible Activity: Mystery Message” Take-Home Card. Challenge kids to 

locate that card at home and to complete the mystery message. Then they should 

do what Paul did!

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, wide colored 
masking tape, permanent 
marker, hole punch (heavy 
duty works best), ribbon or 
yarn, scissors, clear plastic 
bottles (straight sides 
will work best)—Prior to 
class, cut straight down 
the side of the bottles 
once and then cut 1-inch 
strips around the bottles. 
You will probably be able 
to get 5 or more bracelets 
from each bottle.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 
Teaching Tip: Need a 
large-group worship 
option? Learn more about 
Bible Studies For Life: Kids 
Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/
kids.

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to cooPerate with others willinGly.
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