
Unit 2, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Many Christians think being a missionary is an exciting adventure, living and working 

in some exotic location. Actually, the call to missionary service, particularly in foreign 

fields, is nothing to take lightly. Missionaries often endure harsh living conditions, 

isolation, and danger.

The first missionaries, Barnabas and Saul, were commissioned by the Syrian 

Antioch church to spread the gospel in new areas. The men sailed to Cyprus and 

preached about Jesus to Jews who lived on that island. In the town of Paphos, they 

were invited to speak to Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul. An occultist named 

Elymas tried to interfere. When Saul (now called Paul) rebuked him, he went blind.

From Cyprus the missionaries went to Antioch in Pisidia (now Turkey), where Paul 

addressed the Jewish synagogue. He recounted the history of God’s work among His 

people from the time of Abraham up through King David. He told them how John 

the Baptist declared Jesus to be the promised Messiah. However, the Jews in Judea 

rejected Jesus and had Him crucified. Jesus had risen from the dead and was seen 

alive by many witnesses.

The next week Paul spoke again, explaining that the message was not just for 

Jews but for Gentiles as well. Many Gentiles received his message and were saved, but 

jealous Jewish leaders forced them to leave the area.

Why did Barnabas and Paul go to Jewish synagogues? Who else was there?  ����
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What personality traits might missionaries need to live within foreign cultures?  �� 
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NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PAUL BECAME 
A MISSIONARY

LIFE POINT: missionaries are christians who share the messaGe of God all over the world.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 9

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Missionaries are Christians 
called by God to tell another 
group of people the good 
news about Jesus. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 13 

 
CO

MMUNITY

A
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UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8

For additional helps and a 
social media plan to keep 
parents in the loop, check 
out biblestudiesforlife.com/
kidshelps.
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 ›Bibles, beanbag, masking 
tape, marker, paper—
Write large single letters in 
the middle of each sheet, 
according to this pattern:  
7 Qs, 5 Ts, 3 Cs, 2 Ps, 1 R,  
1 E, and 1 G. Place the 
sheets randomly in the 
mat or tape them to the 
floor in a 4 by 5 sheet 
pattern.  
Option: “Beanbag Trivia” 
(CD) 
 
Optional: Giant Game 
Floor Mat® (005408950)

 ›DVD

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►Beanbag Trivia

1. Offer a beanbag to the first kid to arrive and guide him to toss it onto the grid. If it 

lands off the grid, move on to the next kid.

2. When the beanbag lands on a letter, encourage the kid to name one of Paul’s 

Letters that begins with that letter. He may ask a friend for help if needed.

3. Lead all kids to open their Bibles to that book, then allow another kid to toss the 

beanbag.

4. If the beanbag lands on the letter Q, ask him a question. Supply the answer when 

needed. Questions might include: 

 -Which of Paul’s letters has only one chapter? (Philemon)

 -Which four books were written to people? (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon)

 -Which book contains a chapter called the “Love Chapter”? (1 Corinthians 13)

 -Where did the group of people live that Paul wrote to? (Name only one book 

per question. Romans-Rome, Corinthians-Corinth, Galatians-Galatia, Ephesians-

Ephesus, Philippians-Philippi, Colossians-Colossea, Thessalonians-Thessalonica)

5. To make the game more difficult, suggest kids try to toss the beanbag on the 

initials in the order of the books in the Bible.

Option: “Paul Became a Missionary” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Red Light, Green Light

1. Invite everyone to move to one side of the room.

2. Designate one kid to be the caller. He will move to the other end of the room and 

turn his back, calling out “green light.” 

3. Everyone moves forward as fast as they dare. If you’re using a small space, limit 

the travel to baby steps.

4. After a few seconds, the caller should say “red light” for everyone to stop moving. 

He also turns around to catch those who weren’t able to stop quickly. Those 

caught will return to the beginning.

5. When one kid reaches the caller, he becomes the caller and everyone begins 

again.

6. Explain that Go is an important word to a missionary. When God tells them to go, 

they obey. Today kids will hear about someone who became a missionary.

7. Show the “Paul Became a Missionary: Introduction” video.

B I B L E  S T U D I E S  F O R  L I F E  3rd  &  4 th  G R A D E    41
© 2017 LifeWay



 ›Pack Items 11, 12

 ›Pack Item 13 
Option: International 
Missions: “Norway Map” 

 ›Pack Item 15—Display 
the 5 cards around the 
room. Keep the facts card. 
Note: For the purpose of 
this activity, some of the 
people groups have been 
combined.

 ›Teaching Picture 6

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bibles, marker, index 
cards—Write each word 
of the Unit Verse on a 
separate card. Make 2 sets. 
Mix the cards and place 
the 2 sets on one side of 
the room. 
Option: “Acts 1:8 Unit 
Verse Cards” (CD)

 ›Print out a copy of the 
International Missions: 
“Empty Churches Fact 
Cards” (CD). Cut apart 
the cards, keeping the 
beginning and ending 
statements separated.

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Being on Mission Title Banner” (Pack Item 11), Teaching Picture 6 

 • Point out the title banner. Explain that today kids will hear about someone who 

became a missionary. Encourage kids to tell what they think missionaries do.

 • Show the Teaching Picture and instruct kids to listen for the job God gave Paul 

and Barnabas.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 13 and tell the story in your own words. Encourage kids to 

find Acts 13 and follow along.

►Tell the Bible Story: Paul Became a Missionary

The Holy Spirit spoke to the leaders of the church at Antioch. “Set apart 

Barnabas and Paul for the work I have for them,” the Spirit said. So the leaders 

fasted and prayed then sent them off.

Barnabas and Paul traveled and taught about Jesus. In Cyprus, the governor 

asked them to tell him God’s message, but a magician tried to keep him from 

understanding. Paul looked straight at the magician and said, “You are a son of 

Satan, and an enemy of righteousness. Won’t you stop trying to block the path 

of the Lord?” Paul told the magician he would be blind for a time. Suddenly, 

dark blindness came over the man and he needed someone to lead him by the 

hand.

When the governor saw what had happened, he believed and was 

astonished at what he learned about Jesus.

Barnabas and Paul continued traveling and preaching. In one of the 

synagogues, they were asked if they had any encouraging message for the 

people. Paul stood up and reminded the people of Israelite history, including 

David as king. He explained that from David’s descendants came Jesus, who 

was killed on a cross. But God raised Him from the dead and many saw Him.

As the people left the synagogue, they begged them to come again the next 

week. Many of them followed Paul and Barnabas, who taught them more.

The next week, most of the town came to hear the message from Paul 

and Barnabas. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were jealous and 

began insulting Paul. Paul declared that they would take the message to the 

Gentiles—those who are not Jews. The Gentiles were happy to hear this, and 

God’s message began to spread around the whole area.

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 3
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REVIEW
►“People Groups” (Pack Item 15), Teaching Picture 6

 • Show the Teaching Picture and inquire of kids what job God planned for Barnabas 

and Paul. (to travel and tell others about Jesus)

 • Point out the “People Groups” cards displayed around the room. Explain that 

missionaries work with specific groups wherever they are found.

 • Direct kids to the middle of the room. Explain that you will read a Review 

Question (page 91). If a kid knows the answer, he should move to the “People 

Group” card that you mention. Read the facts for that people group.

 • Show the “Paul Became a Missionary: Life Action” video.

 • Comment that missionaries are Christians who share the message of God all over 

the world.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Acts 1:8 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 12) 

 • Form two teams and instruct teams to line up on the opposite side of the room 

from the Unit Verse index cards. Direct the first kid on each team to move to his 

team’s cards and pick up the first card in the stack. The rule is kids cannot run 

or walk. They must go in the way you say, such as: walk backward, skip, hop, or 

follow whatever direction you give.

 • When the kid has the card, she should return to her team and the second kid will 

move to get the next card. He needs to move in the way that you call out.

 • Continue until one of the teams has all the cards of the verse and has put the 

verse together. When complete, the team should read it together out loud.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
►“Unit 2 Missions Map” (Pack Item 13) 

 • Show the “Unit 2 Missions Map” of Norway. Comment that the long, skinny 

country is nearly as long as the United States’ east coast. 

 • Give each kid an ending statement. Read each beginning statement. The kid who 

can complete the sentence with his statement should read it aloud. 

 • Pray that the people of Norway will seek and worship God.

PRAY
 • Pray, asking God to help kids share the message of Jesus to family and friends.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

missionaries are christians who share the messaGe of God all over the world.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“ What Do They Do?” (Kids Activity Page); “Tell the Whole World, 

Instrumental” (CD, track 4);  Missionary Ballads

1. Direct kids to complete “What Do They Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Explain that missionaries leave their homes to live among people who do not 

know Jesus. It is their job to tell about Jesus. 

3. As kids circle the pictures, discuss how missionaries might use that situation to 

tell others about Jesus. Sometimes missionaries use music to share about Jesus.

4. Encourage kids to briefly tell you today’s Bible story. Help them fill in any gaps if 

needed.

5. Guide kids to determine key phrases from the story they can use in a song. They 

will complete the phrases as sentences and set them to music. Encourage kids to 

not try to make the songs rhyme.

6. Play “Tell the Whole World, Instrumental” (track 4) for kids to sing their songs. As 

an option, consider using a familiar tune or hymn as a song starter.

7. If you have a guitarist available, sing the song to the accompaniment.

8. Allow groups of kids to share their songs.

9. Wrap up by emphasizing that missionaries are Christians who share the message 

of God all over the world.

CHOICE 2 
►“ Missionary Map” (Pack Item 16), “What Do They Do?” (Kids Activity Page), 

Dots Around the World

1. Encourage kids to complete “What Do They Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Explain that missionaries leave their homes to live among people who do not 

know Jesus. It is their job to tell about Jesus. 

3. As kids circle the pictures, discuss how missionaries might use that situation to 

tell others about Jesus.

4. Distribute the “Missionary Maps” and other supplies. 

5. Direct kids to find information about missionaries from the materials you 

gathered. Encourage them to learn their names and where they serve, as well as 

any other information they can find.

6. As they locate a missionary, guide them to share that information with other kids. 

7. Lead everyone to dot the pencil eraser on the ink pad and place a dot in the 

general area where this missionary is located on the “Missionary Map.” Suggest 

kids write the missionary’s name nearby with a pen.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›paper, pencils, hymnals 
 
 
Optional: If possible, 
enlist a guitarist to 
accompany the kids.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 16—Make a 
copy for each kid. 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, ink pads 
or tempera paint, 
unsharpened pencils with 
fresh erasers, missions 
magazines or missions 
information from online, 
pens 
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8. Locate as many places of service as possible. Suggest kids use their maps this 

week to pray for these missionaries.

9. Wrap up by emphasizing that missionaries are Christians who share the message 

of God all over the world.

CHOICE 3
►“ Luggage Tag Templates” (Pack Item 17), “What Do They Do?” (Kids Activity 

Page), Tag It

1. Encourage kids to complete “What Do They Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Explain that missionaries leave their homes to live among people who do not 

know Jesus. It is their job to tell about Jesus. 

3. As kids circle the pictures, discuss how missionaries might use that situation to 

tell others about Jesus.

4. Guide kids to trace Template A and Template B of the “Luggage Tag Templates” 

onto a piece of foam and cut out the templates.

5. Kids will place a small line of glue on the outer edge of three sides of one piece. 

Attach the other piece, leaving one side open.

6. Instruct kids to decorate their tags with permanent markers, including the words 

Go Tell.

7. Lead kids to use Template C to cut from an index card. They may write their 

name on the card and place it inside the luggage tag when the glue has dried. 

Although the name cannot be seen from the outside, if they lose their bag the 

person who finds it can remove the card to see their name.

8. Punch a hole in the tab of the foam and add a ribbon.

9. Suggest kids allow their tags to remind them to pray for missionaries who travel 

to new places to share about Jesus.

WRAP UP
 • Show the “Paul Became a Missionary: Wrap Up” video.

 • Allow kids to name missionaries they can pray for. Pray, asking God to keep 

missionaries safe as they travel around the world.

 • Suggest that kids look for the “Bible Trivia: Missionaries” card in their Take-

Home Cards. Challenge them to answer the questions on the front of the card. 

Encourage kids to quiz a parent with the same questions.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 17—Separate 
the templates. 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›foam sheets, index cards, 
scissors, glue, pencils, 
permanent markers of 
a variety of colors, hole 
punch, ribbon cut into 
4-inch strips

WRAP UP

 ›DVD

LIFE POINT missionaries are christians who share the messaGe of God all over the world.
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