
Unit 2, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The sign reads, VISITING HOURS: SUNDAYS, 2–5 p.m. Every week hundreds of women 

and children arrive to visit their husbands and fathers who are serving time in the 

state penitentiary. Sadly, some inmates’ crimes are so terrible they will never be 

released. Some may even face execution.

Peter’s only “crime” was preaching the good news of Jesus. However, King Herod 

Agrippa I, in order to appease the Jewish leaders, harshly persecuted the believers 

around Jerusalem. He first had James, the brother of John, executed (Acts 12:1-3). 

Then he arrested Peter, intending to do the same to him.

God, however, had other plans. Around midnight an angel woke Peter from 

a deep sleep, broke his chains, told him to get dressed, and then led him past the 

guards. The prison gate miraculously opened, and Peter was free. When drowsy Peter 

realized what had happened, he immediately headed for Mary’s (John Mark’s mother) 

house where believers were intently praying for him. He knocked on the door, and a 

servant girl named Rhoda came to see who it was. She was so excited that she forgot 

to let Peter in and ran back to tell everyone he was free! At first, no one believed her, 

saying she was either deranged or seeing angels. Peter kept knocking, and when they 

let him inside, they rejoiced.

Do you think Peter was afraid to die? Why or why not?  ��������������������
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God sometimes answers prayers in ways we don’t expect. Why?  �������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Why did God save Peter but not James?  �������������������������������

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

LIFE POINT: God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.

SUGGESTED DATE:
week of July 2

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God has concern and care for 
all people. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 12:5-19 
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WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and 
effective. James 5:16

UNIT VERSE
You will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 1:8

Connect with the Bible 
Studies For Life: Kids team 
on Facebook! facebook.com/
biblestudiesforlifekids.
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 ›Pack Item 9—Separate the 
cards. Choose the cards 
from one Bible division 
and display one card in 
that division on each 
obstacle. 

 ›beach balls; masking tape; 
cones, chairs, or other 
obstacles—Arrange the 
obstacles across the room 
in order of the books.

 ›DVD

 ›paper, pencils 
Option: “Clues Search” 
(CD). Print out a copy for 
each kid.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Bible Book Cards” (Pack Item 9), Division Obstacle Course

1. As kids arrive, allow them to take turns moving a beach ball around the obstacles 

while reading the “Bible Book Cards” taped to the obstacles, in order. When one 

kid is about halfway through the course, start another kid with another ball.

2. Vary the way kids are to move the ball. Consider bouncing like basketball, 

tapping with feet like soccer, rolling with hands, passing it around their bodies 

while they walk, or any other method.

3. Remove the cards from the obstacles and suggest kids continue to move the ball 

while saying the books.

4. If kids can already recite the books well, mix up the order and require kids to 

move the ball around in order. Be careful that kids don’t bump into each other as 

they move through the course.

5. Encourage and cheer kids as they finish, but also be available to help if needed.

Option: “People Prayed for Peter” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►Clues Search

1. Direct kids to write the numbers one to five on their papers as a list.

2. Read the following clues and guide kids to find someone in class who meets the 

description. Each kid should ask a kid who meets a description to write his name 

on the paper by that number. Encourage kids to find:

 -1. Someone with blue eyes

 -2. Someone whose first name begins with the same letter

 -3. Someone who has more than one sibling

 -4. Someone you want to know better

 -5. Someone you can pray for

3. Discuss how different people are, and yet they are all important to God. Explain 

that we can pray for anyone.

4. Inquire of kids if they have ever prayed for someone else. Allow time for kids to 

think and give answers.

5. Mention that today’s story is about people who prayed but didn’t really expect 

answers.

6. Show the “People Prayed for Peter: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 11, 12

 ›Teaching Picture 5

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bible, beanbag, masking 
tape, paper, marker—
Write 1 to 6 on a separate 
paper. Write Toss Again, 
Lose This Turn, and Free 
Point on separate papers. 
Tape the papers to the 
floor in a 3 by 3 grid. 
Option: “Review Toss 
Game” (CD)

 ›Teaching Tip: Consider 
using red, white, and blue 
paper or cut out stars in 
honor of the Fourth of July. 
For a patriotic beanbag, 
partially fill a new red sock 
with beans and tie it in a 
knot. Fold the top back 
over the beans.

 ›marker, eraser, large piece 
of paper or board

 › International Missions: 
“Norway” (CD) 
 
 
Teaching Tip: Help kids 
know what to expect 
during the session with a 
“Visual Schedule” (CD).

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Being on Mission Title Banner” (Pack Item 11), Teaching Picture 5 

 • Call attention to the title banner and lead kids to think about what it means to be 

“on mission.”

 • Show the Teaching Picture and encourage kids to name things they can pray 

about for others. Accept all answers, even if they seem trivial to you.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 12. Instruct kids to listen to what the people prayed for in 

the story and how God answered the prayer.

►Tell the Bible Story: People Prayed for Peter

The people of the church had gathered at the home of Mary, mother of John Mark, to 

pray for Peter. He was in prison and Herod planned to kill him the next day.

Meanwhile, Peter was chained between two guards with two more guards 

standing at the door of the prison. While he was sleeping, he felt an angel wake him. 

Then he saw a bright light in the prison cell.

“Get up quickly, get dressed, wrap your cloak around you, and follow me,” the 

angel told Peter. Even though Peter thought he was dreaming, he did as the angel 

said. They went past the first and second set of guards and came to the iron gate to 

the city. The gate opened by itself. They went another block into the town, and the 

angel left him.

Now Peter knew he wasn’t dreaming and these things actually happened. He 

went to Mary’s home and knocked on the gate. A servant named Rhoda answered. 

She was so excited that she didn’t even open the gate. Instead, she ran inside to tell 

everyone that Peter was there.

“You’re crazy!” they told her. “It must be his angel.” But when Peter kept knocking, 

they opened the door and were amazed to see him standing there.

Peter motioned for them to be silent, then he told what had happened. He also 

asked the crowd to tell James and the brothers. Then Peter left for a different place.

The next morning, there was much confusion among the guards while they 

looked for Peter. They couldn’t find him anywhere!

— B A S E D  O N  A C T S  1 2 : 5 - 1 9

REVIEW
►Teaching Picture 5

 • Show the Teaching Picture and encourage kids to name what the people prayed 

for. Allow time for responses.
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 • Instruct the first kid to toss the beanbag onto the grid. If the bag lands on a 

number, ask the corresponding Review Question (page 91). If the answer is 

correct, award points according to the number where the bag landed.

 • If the bag lands on “Toss Again,” guide the kid to toss the beanbag a second time.

 • If it lands on “Lose This Turn,” the kid is finished and the next kid takes a turn.

 • If the beanbag lands on “Free Point,” award one point, without asking a question.

 • Keep track of how many points each kid earns. Or consider playing as teams and 

total the points won for each team.

 • Show the ”People Prayed for Peter: Life Action” video.

 • Comment that God wants us to pray for others.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Acts 1:8 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 12)   

 • Read the Unit Verse together.

 • Instruct kids to write the verse backward on the board. Each kid may write one 

word while the others help direct the next word.

 • When finished, read the verse together, helping kids by pointing to the words in 

the correct order.

 • Next, challenge kids to write the verse again, this time reversing the letters of the 

words. For example, pray would be written yarp. Read the verse together.

 • Encourage kids to repeat the verse without looking at anything they wrote.

 • Option: Learn the Weekly Bible Verse: James 5:16.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
 • Read the missions story or show the missions video “Dove Boys Share Norway.”

 • Recall William Dove’s story about talking with a friend about David and Goliath.

 • Invite kids to share about a time when they talked to someone about Jesus.

 • Pray that William Dove will have many opportunities to tell friends about Jesus.

PRAY
 • Pray, asking God to help kids think of others for whom they may pray daily.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“What to Do?” (Kids Activity Page), Tell It Again!

1. Guide kids to complete “What to Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Take a minute for kids to pray for some of the people they named. 

3. Lead kids to review the story content and decide how many characters they 

would need to re-enact the story.

4. Choose a director and each of the actors. Allow the director to help decide where 

each part of the action occurs.

5. Permit kids to create as much of the drama as possible, offering help only when 

needed.

6. As the action takes place, make a recording. However, do not post on online 

media. This recording is for classroom purposes only.

7. Show the video to the kids, then repeat with different actors as time allows.

8. Wrap up by emphasizing that God wants people to pray for one another.

CHOICE 2 
►“Prayer Chain” (Pack Item 14), “What to Do?” (Kids Activity Page), Pray It

1. Guide kids to complete “What to Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Take a minute for kids to pray for some of the people they named.

3. Distribute the “Prayer Chains” and discuss the meaning of each category. Offer 

examples, especially missionaries they may know or countries where missionaries 

might serve. 

4. Instruct kids to cut the categories apart and link them together in a chain. The 

order doesn’t matter.

5. Distribute the blank paper strips and guide kids to write the names of people for 

whom they can pray for in each category on the “Prayer Chains.”

6. For “Praise and Worship God for Who He Is,” help kids think of characteristics of 

God to write. These might include that God is good, loving, kind, provides for us, 

helps us in times of trouble, and forgiving.

7. Lead kids to loop and glue the names and characteristics through the 

appropriate category link. 

8. Encourage kids to hang the chains in their rooms and to use them as prayer 

reminders for the week.

9. Wrap up by emphasizing that God wants people to pray for one another.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, video recorder or 
smartphone for recording, 
fabric or Bible time 
costumes

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 14—Make a 
copy of the 7 strips for 
each kid.

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils, strips of paper, 
glue sticks, scissors, 
markers 
 
 
 
Teaching Tip: If you need 
help with missionary 
examples, go to  
www.imb.org or ask the 
missions director of your 
church.
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CHOICE 3
►“What to Do?” (Kids Activity Page), “Tell the Whole World” (CD, track 3), 

Journal It

1. Guide kids to complete “What to Do?” on the Kids Activity Page.

2. Take a minute for kids to pray for some of the people they named.

3. Distribute the prayer journals you made and allow kids to decorate the 

construction paper cover. Instruct kids to write My Prayer Journal on the cover.

4. To use the journal, encourage kids to write down their prayer requests, along 

with the date. They should leave several inches of blank space below each 

request. When they see an answer to a prayer, they can write the answer in the 

blank space.

5. Kids may also make a space for praises.

6. Play “Tell the Whole World” (track 3) while kids work.

7. Explain that in the future, it will be good for kids to go back and see what they 

prayed and how God answered. It will help them continue to pray. Mention that 

sometimes God answers our prayers in a way that we don’t expect.

8. Wrap up by emphasizing that God wants people to pray for one another.

WRAP UP
 • Gather and watch the “People Prayed for Peter: Wrap Up” video.

 • Consider showing the “Tell It Again!” videos made in class. 

 • Explain that God wants people to pray for one another because He cares for all 

people. God cares so much for everyone that He wants a relationship with each 

of us. Use “Sharing the Gospel with Kids” (page 94) to help kids learn more about 

becoming a Christian or show the “Gospel Presentation for Kids” (DVD).

 • Pray, asking God to provide opportunities for kids to pick up on the prayer needs 

of others.

 • Share that there is a “Bible Trivia” Take-Home Card about Peter. Encourage kids to 

complete the card during their time alone with God this week.

 • Remind kids to give their One Conversation™ pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›pencils, white paper, 
construction paper, 
markers, pens, stapler, 
stickers or other 
embellishments

 ›Staple together several 
folded sheets of white 
paper with a construction 
paper cover on the 
outside. Make a set for 
each kid. 
Optional: spiral 
notebooks of any size for 
each kid

 

WRAP UP

 ›DVD

LIFE POINT God wants PeoPle to Pray for one another.
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