
Unit 1, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever asked yourself why you were born? Have you ever wondered if there is 

a purpose for your life? These questions have haunted philosophers, students, poets, 

and professors for generations. The answers are found in the beginning pages of 

God’s Word. You know the story well: God made man and placed him in the garden. 

God gave man work to do. Then God created woman to help man. Together, men 

and women are the most important part of God’s creation. From the beginning God 

wanted partnership and relationship with those He created in His image.  

Sadly, sin destroyed mankind’s relationship with God, and our sense of purpose 

blurred. Before his death in 1662, French mathematician, Blaise Pascal, wrote about 

an “infinite abyss” in the souls of men and women that “can only be filled … by God 

himself.” Later, theologians described this “infinite abyss” as a “God-sized hole.” For 

many, this God-sized hole equates to the sense of restlessness and purposelessness so 

common today. 

Mercifully, Christ died to restore our relationship with God. When our lives are 

based on a relationship with God through Christ, our sense of purpose is renewed, 

and we can find satisfaction wherever God has placed us. 

How would you define your life’s purpose?  

How is God fulfilling His purpose in your life? 

How can you lead your group of kids to understand that God’s purpose for their 

lives is based on a relationship with Him? 

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.  
Bonus teaching helps and a social media plan are available at biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps.

GOD’S PLAN
FOR PEOPLE

LIFE POINT: God wants people to have a relationship with him.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of September 9

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created people in  
His image.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Genesis 2:4-24 

CR
EATION

UNIT VERSE
In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
God created mankind in his 
own image. Genesis 1:27

Leader Tip 
Kids with special needs 
might benefit from the “Kids 
Visual Schedule” (CD) and 
the “Inclusion Tips for Kids” 
(page 95).
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 ›Pack Item 4: “Books of the 
Bible Poster”

 ›11-by-17-inch paper cut 
in half lengthwise (one 
5 1/2-by-17-inch piece per 
person)

 ›rulers

 ›permanent markers

 ›ribbon

 ›Leader Tips 
- Make a sample of the 
accordion book prior to 
the session.  
- Print copies of “Books of 
History” (CD) for kids to 
cut out and glue to each 
folded section of paper. 

 ›timer or smartphone

 ›Option: “God’s Plan for 
People Coloring Page” (CD)

 ›Pack Item 3: “Unit 1 
Missions Map”

 ›“International Missions: 
India” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Mumbai, 
India” missions story. 

 ›assortment of cardboard 
and old newspapers

 ›yardstick or measuring 
tape

 ›masking tape–Tape an 
8-by-10-foot square on 
the floor. Toss cardboard 
and old newspapers in the 
square.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Use the “Books of the Bible Poster” to lead kids to say the Old Testament Books of 

Law and History. Invite kids to make accordion books for the History books. 

 • Give each kid a 5 1/2-by-17-inch piece of paper. Explain that kids will fold the paper 

lengthwise into twelve sections that are just over an inch wide. 

 • Direct kids to fold their papers accordion-style, crease the folded edges, and then 

unfold the papers and write in order a Book of History on each section.

 • Lead kids to refold their papers and tie ribbons around them to create books. 

 • Encourage kids to use the books to practice saying the Books of History in order.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Instruct pairs of kids to face each other. Guide each pair to designate a leader. 

 • Direct leaders to make movements for partners to imitate as closely as possible.

 • After one minute pause for partners to exchange roles. Lead pairs to move for 

another minute.

 • Ask: “Was it hard to copy what your partner was doing?” Remark that even 

though kids’ movements were similar, they are different people.

 • Invite a child to read Genesis 1:27. 

 • Explain that God created us in His image and wants to have a relationship with us.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Show the “South Asia Map” and point to the location of Mumbai, India.

 • Explain that the poor people of India live in small, overcrowded areas called 

slums. A family will use tarps, wooden pieces, metal pieces, and cardboard boxes 

covered with old newspapers to build its one room house. This house is the size 

of the square taped on the floor, and the whole family sleeps there together. 

There is no running water and no bathroom. 

 • Invite all of the kids to squeeze into the taped square and imagine what it would 

be like to live in that small space. 

 • Share that over one billion people live in India, but only a few of them believe in 

Jesus. Pray that missionaries can help meet the physical needs of people in India.
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 ›Pack Items 1, 2: “Unit 1 
Banner,” “Unit 1 Verse” 

 ›Teaching Picture 2

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›marker

 ›7 sheets of paper–Write 1 
Review Question (page 90) 
at the top of each sheet 
of paper. Hang the sheets 
on the wall where the kids 
can easily access them. 
Option: “Review Question 
Charts” (CD)

 › large sticky notes

 ›pencils

 ›Option: Research the 
population of the town 
where you live.

 ›marker board or 2 sheets 
of poster board–Draw a 
line down the middle of 
the board.

 ›dry erase markers

 ›masking tape–Tape a start 
line on the floor several 
feet from the board.

 ›Option: Show “God’s Plan 
for People: Bible Story” 
video.

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 • Display the “Unit 1 Banner” and ask kids where the story of the creation is found 

in the Bible. (Genesis) State that kids may have heard different versions of how the 

world was made, but the story of creation in God’s Word is the only true account.

 • Show the Teaching Picture and encourage kids to listen to the story of God’s most 

important creation.

 • Open your Bible to Genesis 2 and tell the Bible story.

Bible Story: God’s Plan for People 

When God first created plants and trees, a mist would come up from the 

ground to water the plants. No one took care of the plants and trees because 

God had not yet created people.

Then God created a man from the dust of the ground. God breathed life into 

the man, and he became a living being. God created man in His own image.

God planted a garden in Eden. He made every tree to grow in the garden. 

Some trees were beautiful, and some trees supplied food. God created a river 

that went out from Eden to water the garden. The river divided outside the 

garden to become the start of four other rivers.

God placed the man in the garden of Eden. God told the man to take care of 

the garden and watch over it. God told the man he could eat from any tree in 

the garden except for one.

God saw that it was not good for the man to be alone. God knew the man 

needed a helper. God brought all the animals to the man to be named. The 

man named every animal God brought to him, but none of them could be the 

man’s helper.

Finally, God caused the man to fall asleep. God took one of the man’s ribs 

and closed the man’s skin. Then God made the rib from the man into a woman. 

God took the woman to the man. The man said, “This one, at last, is created by 

bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. I will call her woman because she was 

taken from man.”

— B A S E D  O N  G E N E S I S  2 : 4 - 2 4

►2. REVIEW

 • Form small teams of kids. Give each team seven sticky notes and a pencil. 

 • Read one of the Review Questions posted on the wall. If a team knows the 

answer, a team member will write the answer on a sticky note and raise her hand. 
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LIFE POINT

Note: For a kid-friendly way 
to present God’s plan of 
salvation, check out lifeway.
com/kidsgospelpresentation.

 ›Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the weekly Bible 
verse, Genesis 1:27.

 • Allow the first child to raise her hand to read aloud the answer on her sticky 

note. If the answer is correct, the team will place the sticky note on the “Review 

Question Chart.” If the answer is incorrect, allow another team to share its answer.

 • Continue with all of the questions.

 • Remind kids that God’s most important creation is people. God made us, and He 

wants us to have a relationship with Him.

 • Option: To better understand God’s infinite love for people, cite the number 

of people in your town and comment that each one of those people is very 

important to God. He wants to have a relationship with all of them!

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Sing “I Will Rise Up” (track 2). 

 • Read Genesis 1:27 and explain that being made in God’s image refers to our 

ability to think, feel, act, and decide. When we sin, we are not thinking, feeling, 

acting, or deciding in a way that honors God.

 • Invite volunteers to share examples of specific ways that a person’s thoughts, 

feelings, actions, or decisions can honor God and reflect His image. 

 • Talk about how Jesus is the perfect image of God. Jesus is perfect and without sin. 

His sacrifice on the cross enables us to receive forgiveness for our sin and have 

eternal life. 

 • Pray, thanking God for loving us and wanting a relationship with us. Praise God 

for providing Jesus as the way to this relationship. Thank God for loving us even 

though we sin.

 • Show “God’s Plan for People: Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Lead kids to read the “Unit 1 Verse” together.

 • Form two teams and guide them to line up behind a start line. Assign one side of 

the marker board to each team. 

 • Give the first kid of each team a marker. Direct those kids to run to the board, 

write the first word of the verse, and return the marker to the next person in line 

who will write the second word. 

 • Note: If a child writes an incorrect word, prompt the team to help her correct the 

word before passing the marker to the next person.

 • Continue until teams write the entire verse and reference. Applaud the team who 

finishes first.

God wants people to have a relationship with him.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: SEED COLLAGES

 • Distribute Kids Activity Pages and pencils. Guide kids to complete “Which Is 

Different?” As kids work, talk about the pictures of ways that kids can grow in 

their relationships with God. Share a quick testimony of why and how you have 

daily devotions with God.

 • Distribute copies of “God’s Plan for People Coloring Page” and invite kids to use 

seed to make a collage of Adam and Eve in the garden.

 • Instruct kids to choose one small area of the picture at a time to “paint” with glue. 

 • Lead kids to use spoons to dip seed from a bowl, then gently tap the side of the 

spoon to scatter the seed over the glue. Instruct kids to let the glue and seed set 

for a minute or two before moving to a new area with a different type of seed.

 • As kids work, talk about ways they are different. Ask about their interests, their 

families, or their schools. Use this time to deepen your relationships with the kids.

 • Remind kids that God created people to have a relationship with Him. If kids 

indicate a desire to know more about God’s plan, talk with them using the 

“Sharing the Gospel with Kids” article on page 94. 

►CHOICE 2: GUESS WHO?

 • Distribute Kids Activity Pages and pencils. Guide kids to complete “Which Is 

Different?” As kids work, talk about the pictures of ways that kids can grow in 

their relationships with God. Share a quick testimony of why and how you have 

daily devotions with God.

 • Distribute paper, markers, and index cards. Instruct each person to use a marker 

to write her first name in large letters on a sheet of paper. Guide kids to hang 

their papers on walls where they are easily seen.

 • Next guide each person to use a pencil to write a description of himself on a card. 

He might include physical characteristics, such as hair or eye color, or other things 

about himself that the kids might not know, such as hobbies or trips taken. He 

also could include how many siblings or something interesting a parent does.

 • Collect the index cards, scramble them, and read one card at a time. Begin with a 

person’s most challenging clue and save the easier clues for last.

 • As kids think they know whom you are describing, they should go and stand by 

that person’s sign. (The writer should not move to his sign immediately.)

 • Remark that there are unique characteristics that make each person different, but 

every person is made in the image of God.

 • Remind kids that God wants people to have a relationship with Him.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages 

 ›CD

 ›“God’s Plan for People 
Coloring Page” (CD)–
Print 1 copy per child on 
heavyweight paper. 

 ›pencils

 ›tablecloths–Cover the 
tables. 

 ›glue

 ›small paintbrushes

 ›plastic spoons

 ›variety of seed and grains, 
such as sesame seeds, 
flax seeds, poppy seeds, 
sunflower seeds, and 
legumes 

 ›small bowls–Place a spoon 
and 1 type of seed in each 
bowl. Scatter the bowls on 
the table. 

 ›paper towels and broom 
for clean up

 ›Option: Provide 1 tray or 
baking sheet per child. 
Encourage kids to keep 
their seed on the trays. 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages 

 ›pencils

 › index cards (1 per person)

 ›paper (1 sheet per person)

 ›markers

 ›masking tape
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: SHELF REMINDERS

 • Distribute Kids Activity Pages and pencils. Guide kids to complete “Which Is 

Different?” As kids work, talk about the pictures of ways that kids can grow in 

their relationships with God. Share a quick testimony of why and how you have 

daily devotions with God.

 • Offer chenille craft stems to kids and engage them in shaping stick people. 

 -Make a head in the center of one stem and twist the ends in a spiral to make 

the body.

 -Twist another stem and add it to the end of the body to make two legs. Cut 

long stems with scissors.

 -Wrap a stem slightly below the head. Bend the added stem to form two arms.

 -Tip the ends of the legs up for feet and the ends of the arms for hands.

 • On the small cards, direct kids to write God wants a relationship with me. Attach 

the card to one hand of the figure by twisting the stem.

 • Guide each person to bend her figure at the knees and set it on a shelf at home. 

 • Suggest that the figure serve as a reminder that God cares about her and wants 

to have a relationship with her. Encourage her to also use the figure as a reminder 

to spend time with God daily by reading His Word and praying. 

►WRAP UP

 • Remind kids that God’s plan is for people to have a relationship with Him through 

Jesus. 

 • Pray, asking God to help kids learn more about trusting Jesus as their Savior.

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›chenille craft stems

 ›scissors

 ›heavyweight paper, 
various colors if available–
Cut the paper into 
approximately 1-by-2-inch 
small pieces (1 piece per 
person).

Note: Need a large-group 
worship option? Learn more 
about Bible Studies For Life: 
Kids Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/kids. 

God wants people to have a relationship with him.
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