
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Good news. God’s Word continues to be the most-read book in the world. More than 

five hundred complete translations of the Bible are available across the globe, and 

that does not count hundreds of translations of the Old Testament, New Testament, 

or select books. Concentrated efforts continue to get the Bible to every nation and 

village. To do this, Bible translators are constantly at work. Dedicated Christians devote 

their entire lives to Bible translation and distribution. Once people can read the 

words of the Scripture in their native language, teachers and missionaries, under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, can help them understand God’s message of redemption 

through Jesus.

Ezra was a priest God used to lead the Jewish people to rebuild Jerusalem and the 

temple after they returned from exile. Ezra read the book of the Law to the people, 

and they worshiped God. When men helped them to understand the Scripture, they 

were so touched that they wept.  

LifeWay Research reports that the average American Bible reader owns three or 

more copies of God’s Word. How many Bibles do you own? Do you have a favorite 

Bible? How regularly do you read it?

How can you challenge the kids in your group to read the Bible each day? 

Introduce them to a daily Bible reading plan. Help them understand that reading the 

Bible is a way to worship God. 

EZRA READ
GOD’S WORD
LIFE POINT: readinG the bible is a way to worship God.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of February 10

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God inspired people to know 
what to write in the Bible.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Nehemiah 8:1-12

BIBLE

Training for Bible Studies 
for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

UNIT VERSE
Your word is a lamp for my 
feet, a light on my path. 
Psalm 119:105

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.  
2 Timothy 3:16

Leader Tip 
Kids with special needs 
might benefit from the “Kids 
Visual Schedule” (CD) and 
the “Inclusion Tips for Kids” 
(page 95). 
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 ›Pack Item 9: “Books of the 
Bible Cards”–Gather the 
Old Testament cards.

 ›paper plate

 ›drinking straws (1 per 
child)

 ›Option: “Ezra Read God’s 
Word” coloring page (CD)

 ›“International Missions: 
Turkey” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Turkey” 
missions story and “Prayers 
for Turks.” 

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Place the two paper plates in the middle of the floor a few feet apart.

 • Mix the Old Testament “Books of the Bible Cards” and place them faceup on the 

floor around the plate.

 • Distribute a straw to each child.

 • Invite kids to take turns calling books of the Bible in order. A volunteer will find 

the card, pick up the card by sucking on the straw, and drop it onto the plate. 

 • Continue until kids call and find all the Old Testament cards.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Lead kids to sit in a circle and pat a steady beat on their knees.

 • Loudly chant this phrase: “I will praise God with a loud voice.”

 • Going around the circle, players will keep a steady beat and substitute other ways 

to praise God. Examples include: “I can praise God with a quiet voice, … a water 

voice, … a bass voice, … a frog voice, and so on.” Kids' voices should match their 

statements. 

 • If a player misses a beat, pause and allow him to restart the game. Increase the 

speed as the game proceeds.

 • Invite the kids to listen today to hear how Ezra and the people praised God. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Display the “Prayers for Turks” around the room. 

 • Briefly review the missions story. 

 • Mention that missionaries and Christian workers have asked for prayer for the 

people of Turkey. Explain that praying is powerful and a way that we can join the 

Christian workers in reaching the Turks with the good news of Jesus. 

 • Form three groups of kids. 

 • Invite the groups to move from photo to photo, stopping to pray as instructed.
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 ›Pack Items 29, 30, 33: “Unit 
3 Banner,” “Unit 3 Verse,” 
“Worship Verses”–For large 
groups of kids, copy the 
cards (1 card per every 
2 kids). Hide the cards 
around the room.

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›plastic golf balls and golf 
clubs (or small foam balls 
and swim noodles)

 › large plastic cups

 ›markers

 ›sheets of heavyweight 
paper–Fold sheets in half 
to make tents. On the front 
half of each tent, write 1 
word of the Unit Verse. 
Arrange the tents around 
the room.

 › large plastic cups–Turn 
the cups on their sides 
and place each next to a 
paper tent. 

 ›masking tape–Tape a start 
line a few feet in front of 
each cup.

 ›Note: For large groups 
of kids, form 2 playing 
fields with additional cups 
and tents.

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 •  Display the “Unit 3 Banner” and comment that reading the Bible is one way to 

worship God. 

 • Explain that Ezra was a man who read God’s Word as a way to worship Him. 

 • Open the Bible to Nehemiah 8 and tell the Bible story. 

Bible Story: Ezra Read God’s Word

All the people gathered in front of the Water Gate. They wanted to hear the 

book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had given Israel, and they asked Ezra 

the scribe to bring it. Ezra stood on a high wooden platform while the leaders 

stood on each side of him. As Ezra opened the scroll, the people could see him 

standing on the platform. They stood and raised their hands, saying to God, 

“Amen, Amen!” Then they bowed low, worshiping the Lord with their faces to 

the ground. 

Ezra read from the scroll from early morning until noon, and the Levite 

leaders explained the words so the people could understand. The people of 

Israel listened carefully to what they heard. They were so moved by the words 

that they began to cry. 

Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levite leaders 

told them, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad and cry. Go and 

celebrate. Eat good foods, drink sweet drinks, and send food and drink to those 

who do not have anything. Today is holy. Your joy in the Lord is your strength.”

The people quit crying. They left and celebrated because they understood 

the words that had been explained to them. They ate good food, drank sweet 

drink, and shared their food and drink with others. 

— B A S E D  O N  N E H E M I A H  8 : 1 - 1 2

►2. REVIEW

 • Guide kids to find Nehemiah 8 in their Bibles and provide some background 

information about the story kids just heard. The Book of Nehemiah tells how God 

helped Nehemiah lead the people to restore Jerusalem’s broken walls. Nehemiah 

also led the people to restore their relationship with God.

 • Lead kids to read Nehemiah 8:1-3 as you display the Teaching Picture. 

 • Using your smartphone, find the time of today’s sunrise on a weather app 

and guide kids to calculate how many hours (in your time zone) would elapse 

between daybreak and noon. 
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LIFE POINT

Note: For a kid-friendly way 
to present God’s plan of 
salvation, check out lifeway.
com/kidsgospelpresentation.

 ›Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the weekly Bible 
verse, 2 Timothy 3:16.

 • Encourage kids to briefly retell the Bible story. Be sure that kids include these 

aspects: The people knelt and worshiped. Everyone celebrated. They understood 

what was read to them. People confessed their sin. The leaders promised to 

follow God’s law. 

 • Then invite a volunteer to finish the story by reading aloud Nehemiah 8:12. 

Comment that hearing and understanding God’s Word had a serious effect on 

the people. 

 • If desired, ask the Review Questions (page 92).

 • Option: Show “Gumshoe Bible Story” video.

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Sing “Speak to Me” (track 6). 

 • Direct the kids to work in pairs. Lead each pair to find a “Worship Verse” card, 

find the reference in the Bible, and read the verse to discover the type of worship 

mentioned. 

 • When pairs are ready, invite each pair to read aloud the verse and state the type 

of worship. Then guide all kids to discuss if the method of worship is something 

they currently do or something they might consider doing in the future. Be ready 

to share your ideas, also. 

 • Explain that people worship God in different ways. One important way is by 

reading God's Word and obeying its truths. Jesus also read and obeyed God’s 

Word. He often mentioned things He had read in the Scriptures.

 • Invite a volunteer to pray and thank God for His Word. Close the prayer time by 

asking God to help the kids form the good habit of reading the Bible daily. 

 • Show “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Lead kids to read aloud the “Unit 3 Verse.” 

 • Explain that each player must proceed through the golf course in the correct 

verse order.

 • Hand a club and a ball to the first child. Instruct him to hit the ball into the cup 

beside the first word of the verse. After he gets the ball into the cup, guide him to 

remove the ball and move on to the second word of the verse. 

 • Guide a second player to begin after the first player completes a few hits. 

 • Encourage waiting kids to cheer on other players.

readinG the bible is a way to worship God.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: BIBLE STORY STORY BOARD

 • Guide the kids to work together to solve “Worship By Reading” on their Kids 

Activity Pages. Be aware of kids with reading difficulties who may need help.

 • Challenge kids to look at the backs of their Kids Activity Pages and name the 

people in the Bible story.

 • Invite kids to work together to draw a story board (one long continuous picture 

on various poster boards). Lead kids to plan the scenes and decide who will draw 

Ezra on the platform, the Levite leaders, Nehemiah the governor, the people 

in the crowd crying when they understood God's Word, and then the people 

celebrating their joy in the Lord.

 • Remind kids that they will show the entire Bible story and need to work together 

to make the images look connected.

 • As kids work, encourage them to talk about how the people they are drawing 

might have felt. What might they have seen or heard? How did they feel at 

different points in the story? 

 • When kids finish, hang the boards on the wall and talk about the sequence of the 

Bible story. Remind the kids that the people worshiped God as they heard and 

understood His Word.

►CHOICE 2: WORSHIP NECKLACE

 • Guide the kids to work together to solve “Worship By Reading” on their Kids 

Activity Pages. Be aware of kids with reading difficulties who may need help.

 • Distribute colored paper and invite the kids to make necklaces to remind them of 

ways to worship through Scripture.

 -Give each child several strips of colored paper. 

 -At the bottom of each strip instruct the child to write a word that reminds him 

to worship by reading God's Word. (See Kids Activity Pages for suggestions.)

 -Lead the child to begin at the top of the strip and roll the paper around a pencil 

or straw so that the word at the end will show when finished. 

 -Assist the child in lightly gluing the end of the strip down and removing 

the pencil.

 -Guide the child to string the “bead” onto a piece of yarn and repeat the process, 

making as many beads as desired. 

 • Talk about the words as kids work, reminding kids of the importance of reading, 

understanding, and memorizing God's Word. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›several sheets of poster 
board

 ›markers

 ›colored pencils

 ›masking tape

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›colored paper–Cut 
8 1/2-by-1-inch strips 
(several per child). 

 ›black permanent markers

 ›scissors

 ›straws (optional)

 ›yarn

 ›glue sticks
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: BEANBAG TOSS

 • Guide the kids to work together to solve “Worship By Reading” on their Kids 

Activity Pages. Be aware of kids with reading difficulties who may need help.

 • Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Explain that the words in the Bible are God's. His words 

help people hear God, know Him, and obey Him. Knowing Him leads us to 

worship Him. 

 • Lead kids to name words that describe God. 

 • Toss one beanbag to a person and guide her to toss it onto one of the “Character 

of God” statement cards. Instruct her to toss the other beanbag onto a reference 

card that she thinks might match.

 • Instruct all kids to look up the reference and read aloud the verse to see if the 

match is correct. If the cards match, remove both cards from play.

 • Give each child one or more turns to toss the beanbags. Direct kids to check the 

matches each time.

 • As kids read the verses, make sure they understand what they are reading. For 

example, explain that God is righteous and faithful. He doesn’t make mistakes. 

He is perfect.

 • Occasionally remind the group that by reading the Bible, they can know God and 

will be better able to worship Him.

►WRAP UP

 • Remind kids that when the people heard God’s Word, they understood that God 

is holy and worthy of their worship.

 • Stress that reading God’s Word will help kids know God and His great love 

for them. 

 • Pray and thank God for His Word, given to us so that we might know Him. 

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 34: “Character 
of God Cards”–Tape the 
cards faceup on a table 
or floor. Arrange the 
statement cards on the left 
and the reference cards on 
the right.

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›masking tape

 ›2 beanbags

 ›Answers to “Character of 
God Cards”:

 - God is the creator. 
Nothing is too hard for 
Him. Jeremiah 32:17

 - God is with me 
everywhere.  
Psalm 139:9-10

 - God is holy. 1 Peter 1:15
 - God is righteous and 
faithful. Psalm 145:17

 - God doesn’t change. 
Malachi 3:6

 - God doesn’t lie or 
change His mind. 
Numbers 23:19

 - God loves us enough to 
send His Son. John 3:16

 - We can’t be separated 
from God.  
Romans 8:38-39

 - God is forgiving.  
1 John 1:9

Option: Send Psalm 119:105 
Postcards (005806089) 
to your absentees and 
infrequent attendees.

readinG the bible is a way to worship God.
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