
Unit 1, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
How difficult is it to create something from nothing? Whether it’s a handicraft, a work 

of art, or a recipe, most of us “create” by fashioning some materials or ingredients into 

something useful, beautiful, or delicious. Although our ability to create comes from 

God, the best we have to offer pales in comparison to the power God displayed when 

He created the world! God created the world from nothing, using only the power of 

His voice!

Genesis 1 makes it clear that God is the One who brought the world as we know 

it into existence. Romans 1:20 reminds us that all creation points us to God and His 

invisible qualities, including His eternal power and divine character. God often uses 

the beauty of nature to remind us of His presence and power. God also wants to make 

Himself known through our creative efforts. Whether you are an artist, a poet, an 

architect, a scientist, or a mathematician, God wants to use your creativity and skills to 

point others to Him. 

In what specific ways does nature point to God’s creative power? 

How do artists, poets, musicians, scientists, mathematicians, and others display 

God’s creative power? 

In what ways can you encourage the kids in your group to recognize and use their 

creative abilities to bring glory to God?

NOTE: Downloadable versions of items identified as CD are available in the Music and Print 
Extras Bundle. Items identified as DVD are available in the Digital Video Bundle.

Training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.  
Bonus teaching helps and a social media plan are available at biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps.

GOD CREATED
THE WORLD

LIFE POINT: God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of September 2

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world from 
nothing.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Genesis 1:1–2:3 

CR
EATION

UNIT VERSE
In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1

Teach kids 
age-appropriately! 
Check out LifeWay’s 
Levels of Biblical Learning 
at www.lifeway.com/
levelsofbiblicallearning. 
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 ›Pack Item 4: “Books of the 
Bible Poster”

 ›5 hula hoops–Arrange the 
hoops in a line on the floor, 
close enough for the kids 
to jump from 1 hoop into 
another. 

 ›beanbag or small ball

 ›paper (1 sheet per child)

 ›pencils (1 per child)

 ›timer or smartphone

 ›Option: “God Created the 
World Coloring Page” (CD)

 ›Note: Guide kids to save 
their lists for use later in 
the session. 

 ›DVD–Click on the missions 
tab on the DVD menu to 
find the video “Welcome to 
the Slums.” 

 ›“International Missions: 
India” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Mumbai, 
India” missions story.

 ›small bowl of cooked rice

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Lead kids to read aloud the Books of Law from the “Books of the Bible Poster.” 

 • Guide kids to say the Books of Law while participating in three activities: 

 -Form a line behind the hoops and take turns quickly jumping into each hoop.

 -Enlist five kids to hold the hoops for the other kids to crawl or step through.

 -Enlist five kids to hold the hoops for the other kids to toss a beanbag through. 

 • Assign the kids to find each Book of Law in their Bibles. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Give kids one minute to make a list of God’s creations. Kids should be specific. For 

example, instead of writing flower, they could write daisy. 

 • When time is up, if kids’ lists are not very long, extend the time another minute.

 • Lead kids to score five points for each answer and write their scores on their 

papers.

 • Invite a child to read the first item on his list. If other kids duplicate the item on 

their lists, all players with the item must cross through it. 

 • Guide kids to take turns as they name things from their lists and cross through 

duplicate answers. Continue until kids mention all items.

 • Lead each child to count her remaining items, score ten points for each item, and 

then add the two numbers together. The child with the most points is the winner. 

 • Talk about the amazing creativity of God who made a world with such variety. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Show the “Welcome to the Slums” video or tell the “Missions in Mumbai, India” 

missions story. 

 • Display a bowl of cooked rice and explain that some children in the slums eat rice 

and daal (a gravy made of lentils) every day. 

 • Ask the kids how they would feel if one bowl of rice was all each of them had to 

eat every day. Mention that people in the slums of India have many needs. One of 

their needs is food. Their greatest need, however, is to know Jesus. 

 • Pray that children in India will know that Jesus provides for their needs.
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 ›Pack Items 1, 2: “Unit 1 
Banner,” “Unit 1 Verse”

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›2 small brown lunch bags 

 ›feather–Put the feather in 
1 of the bags. Fold over the 
top of each bag.

 ›kids’ creation lists from 
Introductory Activity

 ›pencils

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 • Sing “God Created It All” (track 1). 

 • Invite kids to sit in a circle and guide them to pass the bags. After kids pass the 

bags for a minute, lead kids to guess which bag has something in it.

 • Invite two kids to open the bags. Share that God created the world from nothing. 

 • Open your Bible to Genesis 1 and tell the story. 

Bible Story: God Created the World

God created the world from nothing. The earth did not have any shape and 

was empty. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God called 

the light “day” and the darkness “night.” God saw that the light was good. This 

was the first day.

On the second day God said, “Let there be space between the waters,” and 

the waters separated. God called the space in between the waters “sky.”

On the third day God said, “Let the water under the sky gather in one place 

and let dry land appear.” When God spoke these words, it happened. God 

called the dry land “earth” and the waters “seas.” God saw that the earth and 

seas were good. Then God said, “Let the earth make plants and trees with fruits 

that have seeds,” and there were plants and trees. God saw that they were 

good.

On the fourth day God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate the 

day from the night.” And it happened as God said. He created the sun to shine 

during the day and the moon and stars to shine at night. God saw that they 

were good.

Then God said, “Let the water be filled with living creatures and let birds fly 

above the earth in the sky.” Living creatures filled the seas and the sky. This was 

the fifth day, and God saw that they were good.

On the sixth day God said, “Let the earth have all kinds of animals,” and it 

happened. Livestock and animals filled the earth. God saw that they were 

good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image to rule over all the earth 

and over the fish, birds, and animals.” So God created man in His own image. 

God created both a man and a woman. God saw all that He had made and 

knew it was all very good.

The heavens, earth, and everything were complete. God rested on the 

seventh day. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.

— B A S E D  O N  G E N E S I S  1 : 1 – 2 : 3
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LIFE POINT

►2. REVIEW

 • Guide kids to open their Bibles to Genesis 1.

 • Lead kids to choose five to eight creation items from their lists (Introductory 

Activity) and add the day of creation each item first appeared.

 • Help kids recognize that God created an excellent world, and He did it in an 

excellent order. God first created light and the atmosphere that plants would 

need to grow. The plants were in place before He created animals to consume 

them, and all living things were in order before He created man to care for them. 

 • Show “God Created the World: Bible Story” video.

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Invite kids to shut their eyes and try to imagine “nothing.” 

 • Guide kids to open their eyes and then show the Teaching Picture. Remind kids 

that God created the entire world from nothing. 

 • Talk about how complex and complete God’s creation is, from the smallest 

hummingbird to the largest blue whale and from the smallest rose to the largest 

snow-capped mountain.

 • Explain that Jesus has always been with God, even when the world was created. 

Everything was made to give glory to Jesus. Jesus rules over all of creation and 

holds everything together (Colossians 1:16-17).

 • Invite volunteers to thank God and praise Him for taking nothing and creating an 

amazing world for people to enjoy. Thank God that Jesus rules over all of creation. 

 • Show “God Created the World: Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Lead kids to read the first half of the “Unit 1 Verse,” pause, and then read the last 

half and reference.

 • Enlist a child to be a “spinner” and stand him in the middle of the circle of kids. 

 • Instruct the spinner to recite the first half of the verse while turning around with 

his arm and index finger extended. After he says the first half of the verse, he 

should stop. The child to whom he is pointing becomes a spinner while saying 

the remaining half of the verse and the reference.

 • Allow the second spinner to choose a new spinner. Repeat, giving each child an 

opportunity to be a spinner. 

 • Lead kids to say the verse together one final time.

God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: STACK THIS!

 • Encourage kids to complete “Solve This!” on their Kids Activity Pages. After kids 

solve the answer (zero), remind them that God needed nothing to create the 

world.

 • Stack the three boxes on top of each other. Explain that the bottom box is the sea, 

the middle is the earth, and the top is the sky.

 • Form three groups and assign each group a box (or a set of three boxes). 

 • Lead groups to cover their boxes with colored paper and decorate. Guide kids 

to use art supplies to make creatures. A button might be the head or body of a 

creature with chenille craft stem or straw appendages. Beads on chenille stems 

make great fruit trees or the centers of flowers. Encourage kids’ creativity.

 • Use fishing line and tape to hang fish and birds from the top of the box. To make 

an animal stand, either turn up the bottom half-inch or add an easel to the back. 

Then glue or tape the animal to the earth box.

 • Play “God Created It All” (track 1) softly in the background as kids work.

 • After groups finish, lead them to stack their boxes and tape them together. 

 • Display kids’ creations throughout this unit’s sessions.

 • Remind kids that God did not need anything when He created the world. He 

simply spoke His creation into existence!

►CHOICE 2: PUZZLE THIS!

 • Encourage kids to complete “Solve This!” on their Kids Activity Pages. After kids 

solve the answer (zero), remind them that God needed nothing to create the 

world.

 • Give each child a sheet of paper and set out the markers and glue. 

 • Invite kids to use puzzle pieces to create the garden of Eden on their papers. Kids 

can use the back or front side of the pieces, depending on the look they wish to 

achieve. If kids use the backs of the pieces, they may color them with markers. 

Lead kids to:

 -Create animals by gluing puzzle pieces and drawing arms, legs, heads, and 

other features. 

 -Create plants like flowers, bushes, or leaves and then glue to their papers.

 -For plant life, the puzzle pieces might be flowers, bushes, or leaves.

 • As kids work, comment that they are using the puzzles to give them ideas on 

how to create. Explain that God created everything from nothing, without any 

materials. He spoke and it was there!

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›CD

 ›pencils

 ›3 similar size boxes (or 
a set of 3 boxes for each 
small group)

 › large sheets of colored 
paper (brown, blue, green)

 ›heavyweight paper

 ›scissors

 ›markers

 ›glue

 ›art supplies, such as clear 
fishing line, hole punches, 
masking tape, packaging 
tape, buttons, chenille 
craft stems, wiggle eyes, 
straws, and beads

 ›Leader Tip 
Tape any box flaps down. 

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›miscellaneous puzzle 
pieces

 ›markers

 ›heavyweight paper

 ›glue
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: GOLF THIS!

 • Encourage kids to complete “Solve This!” on their Kids Activity Pages. After kids 

solve the answer (zero), remind them that God needed nothing to create the 

world.

 • Invite kids to line up behind a start line.

 • Ask a Review Question (page 90) to the first child in line. If she answers correctly, 

give her a golf club and let her begin golfing toward the first cup. 

 • When the immediate area is clear, direct another question to the next child. The 

first child can continue golfing until she gets the ball in the cup. Depending on 

the space available, you may have six or more kids golfing at the same time.

 • If a child does not know the answer, encourage him to enlist the help of a friend 

to answer. 

 • Repeat the Review Questions as needed.

 • Explain that while the kids worked to get their golf balls to the cup, God simply 

spoke creation into existence. God is the Creator. He made the world from 

nothing. 

►WRAP UP

 • Emphasize to kids that the truth of creation is in the Bible. Inquire of kids how God 

made the world. Guide kids to shout the answer: “God spoke, and He made the 

world from nothing!”

 • Pray, thanking God for all of creation, including each person in the group.

 • Give each kid a set of Take-Home Cards. Encourage kids to use the cards to review 

or prepare for each week.

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›permanent marker

 ›plastic golf balls

 ›6 toy golf clubs or foam 
noodles cut into thirds

 ›6 large plastic cups–Write 
1 number per cup, 1–6. 

 ›masking tape–Tape a start 
line on the floor. Turn the 
numbered cups on their 
sides and tape to the floor. 

 ›assortment of ropes, paper 
plates, cones, hoops, 
scarves, and cardboard 
boxes–Create a golf course 
leading to each plastic cup. 
Be creative! Open a box, 
lay it on its side, and place 
a cup on its side inside the 
box. Use the other items as 
obstacles to be avoided. 

WRAP UP

 ›Bible Studies for Life: 
Kids Take-Home Cards 
(005786492) 

Plans for Postcards 
Send “God’s Most Important 
Creation Postcards” 
(005806084) to encourage 
kids to come to learn more 
about God’s creation and 
plan for His people. 

God is the Creator, and he made the world from nothinG.
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