
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The sign read “Lost Parents.” It was posted at an amusement park. The sign was not 

intended to amuse but served as a meeting place for kids who got separated from 

their parents. Both lost kids and parents lost from their kids could remain in one place 

while they waited to be reunited through the help of park attendants and shared 

communication. In a park that was intended for amusement and fun, this was serious 

business. Imagine losing your child. Imagine losing your parent.

There was a child who became king of Judah when he was only eight years old. 

Both his father and grandfather had been evil kings, but Josiah returned to God’s 

way. During Josiah’s reign he began to repair the temple. While the workers made 

the repairs, the priest, Hilkiah, found the lost book of the Law. It had been lost for 

almost sixty years, during a time when the leaders and people did not follow or honor 

God’s Word. Josiah committed to follow the Lord and to “carry out the words of the 

covenant written in this book.” Josiah committed his life to honoring the Word of God.

How do you honor God’s Word? Is Scripture a daily part of your life, or do you 

engage the Bible only when you are preparing to teach your kids?

How can you impress on the kids in your group that they should respect 

God’s Word?

JOSIAH READ
GOD’S WORD

LIFE POINT: people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of February 3

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The Bible is God’s message 
about Himself.

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Chronicles 34

BIBLE

Training for Bible Studies 
for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

UNIT VERSE
Your word is a lamp for my 
feet, a light on my path. 
Psalm 119:105

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Every word of God is flawless; 
he is a shield to those who 
take refuge in him.  
Proverbs 30:5

Teach kids 
age-appropriately! 
Check out LifeWay’s 
Levels of Biblical Learning 
at www.lifeway.com/
levelsofbiblicallearning. 
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 ›Pack Item 9: “Books of the 
Bible Cards”–Gather the 
Old Testament History 
cards (Joshua–Esther). If 
you have a large group of 
kids, duplicate the “Books 
of the Bible Cards” (CD, 1 
card per person). Hide the 
cards around the room.

 ›masking tape

 ›pencils

 ›paper

 ›Pack Item 32: “Color 
Spinner”

 ›Option: “Josiah Read God’s 
Word” coloring page (CD)

 ›Pack Item 31: "Unit 3 
Missions Map"

 ›DVD–Click on the missions 
tab on the DVD menu to 
find the video “Old Meets 
New.” 

 ›“International Missions: 
Turkey” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Turkey” 
missions story.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Lead each child to find a History card and locate the book in his Bible. 

 • Provide pencils and paper. Guide kids to tally their points according to the books 

they located:

         ~  one point for each letter in the title of the book

         ~  points according to its location within the History books (For example, Joshua 

earns one point and Judges earns two points.)

         ~  points equal to the number of chapters in the book

         ~  points equal to the verse number of the first verse with a person’s name

         ~  points equal to the verse number of the first verse that names a place

 • Lead the group to swap cards with one another other. As a twist, change up the 

award system for the next round. Play as time allows.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Invite volunteers to spin the “Color Spinner.” 

 • According to where the spinner stops, lead each person to find a friend and show 

a form of respect: 

            ~ Red: Offer a sincere compliment.                        ~ Yellow: Salute.

            ~ Blue: Say “Good morning.”                                    ~ Green: Bow on one knee.

            ~ Purple: Shake hands.                                               ~ Orange: Curtsey or bow. 

 • Comment that there are many ways to show respect to someone or something. 

Today kids will hear how a king showed respect to something that was very 

important—God's Word. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Show the “Unit 3 Missions Map.” Comment that Turkey is one of the countries in 

Central Asia and that Istanbul is one of the world’s largest cities. 

 • Remind the kids that we cannot know exactly where missionaries and Christian 

workers live, but we can learn about Central Asia and the people they care about. 

 • Play the missions video, “Old Meets New.” As needed, read the subtitles to the kids. 

 • Note that the people in the video are speaking Turkish. Pray that Jesus would 

send more workers to Turkey so that the people will hear about Him.
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 ›Pack Items 29, 30: “Unit 3 
Banner,” “Unit 3 Verse” 

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD 

 ›Bibles (1 per small group 
of 2–3 kids)

 ›pencils

 ›marker

 › large sticky notes

 - Cover the outside of 
each Bible with 6 blank 
notes.

 - On the other notes 
write 1 word/reference 
of Psalm 119:105. 
Randomly scatter the 
notes on walls around 
the room.

 ›poster board–In a vertical 
column down the center 
of the poster, write the 
letters R-E-S-P-E-C-T. Make 
multiple posters if your 
group is large.

 ›flashlights (1 per small 
group of 2–3 kids)

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 • Invite kids to define the word respect. 

 •  Guide kids to understand that respect is how we treat someone or something 

because of how we feel about the person or the thing.

 • Display the “Unit 3 Banner” and ask: “Is it important to respect the Bible?” 

 •  State: “We miss great stories and wise advice when we neglect reading God’s 

Word. In today’s Bible story, people had not shown respect for God’s instructions. 

In fact, they had not read or obeyed God’s Word for years!”

 • Open the Bible to 2 Chronicles 34 and tell the Bible story. 

Bible Story: Josiah Read God’s Word

When Josiah was eight years old, he became the king of Jerusalem. Like King 

David, Josiah chose to honor God. When he had been king for twelve years, he 

destroyed the places where people worshiped false gods. 

When Josiah had been king for eighteen years, he became concerned about 

the temple of God. He sent Shaphan and other temple leaders to repair the 

temple. They took money that people brought and gave it to the high priest, 

Hilkiah. Those in charge used the money to pay carpenters and builders and 

buy wood and stone to repair the temple.

One day while they worked, the high priest Hilkiah said, “I found the book of 

Law in the Lord’s temple!” He gave the scroll to Shaphan, who took it and read 

it to King Josiah.

When Josiah heard the laws and commands that were written in the scroll, 

he was sad. In fact, he was so upset that he tore his clothes. He said, “God will 

be angry with us because we have not kept His Word.” Josiah sent the high 

priest and other leaders to the prophetess, Huldah, to ask about the words.

“This is what God says,” Huldah told them. “I will bring disaster on this place 

and on the people because they left Me, and they are worshiping false gods. 

But because you have respected these words, I will not do it in your lifetime.”

When King Josiah heard this, he gathered the people to the Lord’s temple. 

Josiah read God’s Word to the people. Then Josiah promised to follow God and 

obey His commands. He made the people agree to follow God, too. And as 

long as Josiah lived, he and the people remained faithful to God.

— B A S E D  O N  2  C H R O N I C L E S  3 4
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LIFE POINT

 ›Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the weekly Bible 
verse, Proverbs 30:5.

►2. REVIEW

 • Show the Teaching Picture and talk about how upset Josiah was when he realized 

that he and the people had not followed God's commands.

 • Form small groups of two to three kids. Give each group a prepared Bible and 

a pencil.

 • Read a Review Question (page 92) and give time for each group to write its 

answer on a sticky note. When groups finish, invite them to reveal their answers. 

Talk about the correct answer and correct any misstatements. Then allow each 

group to remove that note from its Bible. 

 • Continue asking questions until groups answer and remove all sticky notes. 

 • Direct the groups to find 2 Chronicles 34:33. 

 • Talk about how Josiah and the people decided to follow God. 

 • Option: Show “Gumshoe Bible Story” video.

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Sing “The Word” (track 5). 

 • Call attention to the prepared poster. 

 • Guide kids to work together to create acrostics that describe things they can do to 

show respect for God’s Word.

 • Remind the group that not all their responses must begin with the letters on the 

poster; some words may simply contain a corresponding letter, such as OBEY 

or MEMORIZE.

 • Debrief by calling attention to words on the acrostic that also describe Jesus’ 

respect for Scripture. Challenge kids to silently rate themselves on a scale of 

1–10 in regard to their respect for God’s Word.

 • Invite a volunteer to pray and ask God to help kids honor Him by showing respect 

for His Word.

 • Show “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Show the “Unit 3 Verse” and read Psalm 119:105 aloud together. 

 • Provide a flashlight to each small group of kids. 

 • Explain that kids will take turns shining their flashlights on each word of the verse 

(in order) and saying aloud the word. 

 • Darken the room.

 • Make sure that each child has a turn to shine the flashlight on the verse words.

people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: BIBLE STORY DRAMA

 • Encourage kids to complete “Hidden Words” on their Kids Activity Pages and 

discuss the ways they can honor God's Word. Allow kids to share their own ideas 

for ways to respect their Bibles and the words from God inside.

 • Invite kids to use props to dramatize the Bible story. Invite volunteers to play the 

parts of King Josiah, the High Priest Hilkiah, Shaphan, the carpenters and builders, 

the prophetess Huldah, and the people.

 • Give the group freedom to develop the reenactment on their own, using the back 

of the Kids Activity Pages as a guideline. Correct any misstatements.

 • Encourage kids' creativity in telling the story. For example, they might choose to 

add dialogue that is not included in the Bible passage or they might modernize 

the context without realizing it. The main point is to remember the honor Josiah 

and the people showed to God's Word and their promise to obey it. As kids work, 

direct them toward recognizing and including this main point.

 • If you create a video, allow kids to view it when they finish. However, do not post 

it on social media without the consent of every parent.

 • Remind kids that people should treat the Bible, God’s Word, with respect.

►CHOICE 2: WORD TOSS

 • Encourage kids to complete “Hidden Words” on their Kids Activity Pages and 

discuss the ways they can honor God's Word. Invite kids to share their own ideas 

for ways to respect their Bibles and the words from God inside.

 • Assign each child one word from the “Hidden Words” activity. Direct kids to write 

the words on index cards. Lead kids to add additional words about how to treat 

the Bible with respect such as read, study, memorize, or other words.

 • Lead each child to write on the back of the card a two-digit number for award points.

 • Guide kids to tie a short string to their cards and tie them to the longer string.

 • Instruct kids to take turns tossing the beanbag at the cards. When a child hits a 

card, she must explain the meaning of the word(s) before turning over the card to 

see the points she wins. Instruct her to write her points on paper while she waits 

for another turn.

 • As you have opportunity, briefly comment on your own experience in treating 

God’s Word with respect.

 • Allow kids to toss the beanbag and discuss the words as time permits. 

 • Guide kids to total their scores and declare a winner. 

 • Remind kids that people should treat the Bible, God’s Word, with respect.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›paper for a scroll

 ›Bible times costumes (or 
towels, robes, and fabric)

 ›additional props such as 
construction tools, wood 
blocks, stones, chair for 
king's throne

 ›coins

 ›basket

 ›Option: smartphone or 
video recorder

Stumped on the Answers? 
Activity answers are on the 
Song Lyrics page of the Kids 
Activity Pages.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›scissors

 ›string or yarn–Cut 8-inch 
lengths (1 per child). Tie a 
long piece between two 
chairs. 

 ›hole punch

 › index cards (1 per child)–
Punch a hole in one of the 
short ends of each card. 

 ›markers

 ›beanbag

 ›paper
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: KEY WORD POSTERS

 • Encourage kids to complete “Hidden Words” on their Kids Activity Pages and 

discuss the ways they can honor God's Word. Invite kids to share their own ideas 

for ways to respect their Bibles and the words from God inside.

 • Read the “Unit 3 Verse” together or lead kids to say it without looking.

 • Guide kids to write the words of the verse on their papers in large letters that 

almost fill the page. Encourage kids to creatively substitute drawings for key 

words. For example, instead of “feet” kids could draw a pair of feet, boots, tennis 

shoes, or sandals. 

 • If kids choose to illustrate the Weekly Verse, they might draw a shield and place 

the words inside the shield.

 • Lead kids to decorate their posters with markers and stickers.

 • As kids work, share with them ways God's Word provides strength, comfort, and 

instruction in your life. Offer general details without sharing specific details that 

might be beyond kids' experiences. Consider sharing favorite verses that are 

meaningful to you.

 • Invite kids to share ways that God's Word has helped them, too. 

 • Remind kids that people should treat the Bible, God’s Word, with respect.

►WRAP UP

 • Remind kids that God gave us His Word to help people know Him and His Son, 

Jesus. God also gave us His Word to guide, comfort, and strengthen us. We honor 

God when we respect and learn His truths in the Bible. 

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 30: “Unit 3 Verse”

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›11-by-17-inch sheets of 
heavyweight paper

 ›various gel and puffy 
markers or colored pencils

 ›stickers (optional)

 ›Optional Verse: Use the 
Weekly Bible Verse. Write 
the words on a marker 
board or poster board. 

Plans for Postcards 
Send Psalm 119:105 Postcards 
(005806089) to encourage 
the kids to read the Bible 
each day.

Note: Need a large-group 
worship option? Learn more 
about Bible Studies For Life: 
Kids Worship at www.lifeway.
com/biblestudiesforlife/kids. 

people should treat the bible, God’s word, with respect.
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