
Unit 3, Session 2

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The pattern of the Book of Acts seems to be “preach and flee, preach and flee.” In the 

preaching, many came to believe in Jesus, and in the fleeing, the message continued 

to spread. After being run out of yet another city by the Jews who pursued him and 

the riots incited against him, Paul’s friends whisked him away by boat to Athens. As 

he waited for Silas and Timothy to join him, Paul caught a glimpse of the city’s pulse. 

He was appalled when he saw the city filled with false gods and realized the people 

worshiped them. So he did what he was called to do: preach Christ. He preached the 

good news to the Jews in the synagogue, to the Athenians in the marketplace, and to 

anyone anywhere they gathered to hear the latest speakers and philosophers. 

Intrigued by his words about Jesus and the resurrection, the philosophers 

escorted Paul to the Areopagus (Mars’ Hill). For once, Paul was not on trial. It was 

possible he was taken there to receive a permit to give a public lecture about Jesus, 

a new idea for them. Given the opportunity, Paul acknowledged the Athenians’ 

extreme religiosity. He used an altar with an inscription to an unknown god as his 

object lesson to point out that with all the gods they worshiped, they had missed the 

one true God. In their efforts not to offend a god they might have forgotten, they tried 

to include every god, even the unknown ones. Paul revealed that Jesus was the only 

One appointed by God to whom they must repent. Instead of following the example 

of the temple priest, false worshipers, or personalities of their many gods, they were 

to follow Jesus.

In what ways are you following Jesus’ example in word and deed?

In a culture where so much, including self, is elevated to a god-like position, how 

will you be most effective in sharing Jesus as the only One worthy of ultimate loyalty? 

How can you help the kids in your group sort through the things that distract 

them from placing Jesus first in their lives? What can you do to help them feel 

confident and give them the tools they need to tell others about Jesus?

PAUL TAUGHT
IN ATHENS

LIFE POINT: Jesus is our example for how to live.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of August 11

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught about faith, 
trust, and obedience to God. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 17:16-24 

JESUS

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Be imitators of God, as dearly 
loved children, and walk 
in love, as Christ also loved 
us and gave himself for us. 
Ephesians 5:1-2

UNIT VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.  
1 Timothy 1:15
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 ›Pack Item 28: “Acts and the 
New Testament Poster”–If 
not used before, cut out 
the larger circle and place 
it near the clothespins.

 ›fine-point permanent 
marker

 ›spring-clip clothespins–
Write 1 reference on each 
clothespin:

 - Acts 28:17
 - Acts 18:8
 - Acts 16:6
 - Acts 18:24
 - Acts 16:12
 - Colossians 1:2
 - Acts 17:1
 - Acts 16:1
 - 2 Corinthians 8:23
 - Philemon 1:1

 ›container–Place the craft 
sticks in the container.

 ›Save Item 28 for use in 
Session 3.

 ›chairs 

 ›marker

 ›sticky notes–Label the 
back of each chair with a 
note containing the name 
of a continent: Europe, 
Asia, Africa, Antarctica, 
Australia, North America, 
South America. More than 
1 chair may be labeled 
with the same continent. 

 ›Option: “Paul Taught in 
Athens” coloring page (CD)

 ›DVD–Click on the missions 
tab on the DVD menu to 
find the video “A Farmer 
Speaks.” 

 ›“International Missions: 
Morocco” (CD)–Print the 
“Missions in Morocco” 
missions story.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Remind kids that the New Testament books are named after writers or recipients 

of letters who were important in the history of the early church. Of the twenty-

seven New Testament books, twenty are mentioned in Acts and others are 

mentioned in other places. Today’s game focuses on Paul’s Letters.

 • Lead a child to choose a clothespin and read aloud the reference. Everyone will 

find the reference, but she may decide which one of Paul’s Letters her verse 

connects to. 

 • Notes: Titus and Philemon are not mentioned in Acts, so other references are 

used for them. Some books are named for the cities where the believers lived, so 

the verse will not state the book title exactly as it is. For example, Ephesians was 

written to the believers of Ephesus.

 • Guide the child to clip the clothespin to the edge of the “Acts and the New 

Testament Poster” circle in the wedge that names the book.

 • Continue until kids identify all the books.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Arrange chairs in a circle. You will need one less chair than you have kids.

 • The player without a chair will stand in the center and name two continents.

 • Players in corresponding chairs will quickly get up and move to another chair 

while the player in the center attempts to sit in a chair. Referee for safety.

 • Continue play as time permits.

 • Point out that today’s Bible story is about an early missionary in Greece, on the 

continent of Europe.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Show “A Farmer Speaks” video or tell the missions story. 

 • Explain that people are waiting and need to hear the gospel. Just like the olive 

farmer learns all he can about olives and the best ways to harvest them, Christian 

workers learn all they can about the people living around them and the best ways 

to share about Jesus. 

 • Ask God to help Christians serving in Morocco as they share truths about Jesus.
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 ›Pack Items 25, 26, 29, 30: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “Unit 3 
Verse,” “Choose Your 
Points!” “1 Timothy 1:15 
Cards”

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Teaching Picture 11

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›everyday items such as 
markers, crayons, scissors, 
craft items, musical 
instruments, song books, 
Bibles, and books–Make 
sure the items are visible 
to kids.

 ›marker

 ›1 sheet each of red, 
orange, yellow, green, 
blue, and purple paper 
and 3 sheets of white 
paper–Print 1 number per 
white sheet: 10, 20, and 30. 
Option: “Game Headings” 
(CD)

 ›pencils

 ›toy golf clubs or foam 
noodles or toy golf clubs

 ›plastic golf balls, table 
tennis balls, or super 
bouncy balls

 ›6 large disposable cups

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 • Encourage kids to look around the room for items a missionary might use.

 • Invite kids to briefly take turns naming items and telling how they might be used. 

Their answers might include:

 -markers and crafts: to teach a class to know the people better, to illustrate Bible 

stories, to teach Bible stories

 -music: to sing and teach praises from God’s Word, to teach songs, to sing and 

spend time with people to become better friends

 -books: to share with friends, to read together, to teach people to read more 

about Jesus, to teach English 

 -Bibles: to share the truth so people can read it in their own languages

 • Refer to the “Unit 3 Banner” and invite kids to listen to how Paul told important 

truths about Jesus. 

 • Open the Bible to Acts 17 and tell the Bible story. 

Bible Story: Paul Taught in Athens

Paul was waiting in the city of Athens for his friends. As he looked around, he 

saw that the city was full of false idols that people had made. It made Paul sad 

to see the people of Athens worshiping false gods. 

On the Sabbath Paul would go to the synagogue to teach about Jesus. 

During the week he would walk around the marketplace and talk about Jesus 

to anyone who was there.

There was a group of men called philosophers. They liked to think, reason, 

and argue. They asked one another, “What is this show-off talking about? He 

seems to be preaching about foreign gods because he is telling about Jesus 

and the resurrection.” 

The people who heard Paul invited him to speak at the Areopagus, a place 

where people came to discuss important ideas. 

“Tell us more about this new teaching of yours,” they said. “What you say 

sounds strange to us. We want to understand what you mean.”

Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “I see that you are very 

religious. As I passed through town, I saw an altar that said, TO AN UNKNOWN 

GOD. I want to tell you about Him! He is the one, true God who made the world 

and everything in it. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. He does not live in a 

shrine made by men’s hands.”

— A C T S  1 7 : 1 6 - 2 4
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LIFE POINT

 ›tape–On the floor at 
one end of the room 
place the cups on their 
sides and tape them in 
place. Randomly place a 
“1 Timothy 1:15 Card” next 
to each. Tape a line 6–8 
feet from the cups.

 ›Review Game Setup: 
Create a tape grid on the 
floor. In the left column 
place the 6 colored “Game 
Headings.” To the right at 
the top place the 3 point 
values. Then randomly 
place the 18 “Choose Your 
Points!” cards facedown 
underneath the point 
values and across from the 
color cards. 

 ›Option for Review: Show 
“Gumshoe Bible Story” 
video.

 ›Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the weekly Bible 
verse, Ephesians 5:1-2.

►2. REVIEW

 • Form two teams. 

 • Direct a child to choose a color and a point value from the grid and read the 

corresponding question from the “Choose Your Points!” card. If he answers it 

correctly without help from his team, award the team the number of points equal 

to the point value he chose (10, 20, or 30) or follow the instructions on the card for 

awarding points. If he cannot answer correctly, the opposing team may answer 

and receive the points.

 • Note: Answers to the Review Questions are located on page 92. Check answers to 

the true/false questions against the Bible story. 

 • Leave the answered card faceup and select a player from the other team to play. 

 • Take turns until kids reveal and answer all the cards.

 • Declare a winning team.

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Distribute the Kids Activity Pages and encourage the kids to unscramble the 

words in “In a Nutshell.” Explain that Paul shared his testimony with King Agrippa. 

Paul’s story included what his life was like before he met Jesus, how he met Jesus, 

and what his life was like afterward.

 • Remind kids that Jesus taught about faith, trust, and obedience to God. After Paul 

trusted in Jesus, he understood that Jesus was his example for how to live. Paul 

made many changes to his life, and he served the Lord faithfully. Many people 

trusted in Jesus because of Paul’s testimony.

 • Briefly share your testimony with the kids by relating a few age-appropriate 

sentences about your life prior to trusting Jesus, when you trusted Him as Savior, 

and how your life is different now.

 • Pray, thanking Jesus for the changes He makes in those who trust in Him.

 • Show “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Read the “Unit 3 Verse” together. 

 • Direct a child to place a ball on the tape line and gently hit the ball into the cup 

beside the first words of the verse. After the ball goes in the cup, she may retrieve 

the ball and move to the second cup. Invite the second child to begin to play. 

 • Note: For large groups create sets of “1 Timothy 1:15 Cards” and create additional 

playing stations. 

Jesus is our example for how to live.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: THE GREAT BAG GIVEAWAY

 • Remind kids that Paul noticed that the Athenians worshiped idols. Define an idol 

as “anything people worship instead of the one true God.”

 • Explain the difference in loving something and in loving it so much that it keeps 

someone from worshiping God.

 • Discuss what “idols” kids today might worship. Guide the kids to realize that 

electronics, sports, personal treasures, heroes, TV and music stars, and even 

activities such as vacation trips can be worshiped and become idols. Remind kids 

that Jesus is our example for how to live. Suggest that kids think about others and 

ways they can help people in need.

 • Distribute bags and markers. 

 • Instruct kids to decorate the bags with Bible verses, captions, or pictures that 

encourage others to love Jesus.

 • If appropriate, mention ministries at your church that involve sharing food, 

clothes, or other supplies with people in need. 

 • Encourage kids to take their bags home and (with parents’ permission) fill them 

with items that could benefit others, such as clean clothes, usable toys, school 

supplies, or non-perishable food.

 • Challenge kids to donate their collected items to a ministry at the church or in 

your community.

►CHOICE 2: TRICKY TARGET TOSS

 • Ask: “What do you think it means to follow Jesus’ example in how we live?” 

 • Allow kids to share ways that they can do this and then tape the prepared poster 

to a wall.

 • Invite volunteers to read the statements on the poster.

 • Provide masking tape. Show kids how to make sticky balls by winding tape (sticky 

side out) around their hands and then wadding the tape. 

 • Lead kids to take turns throwing their tape balls toward the prepared poster.

 • Prompt the thrower to describe a more specific way to perform the action 

on which the tape ball landed. (Examples: Show hospitality–invite an elderly 

neighbor to dinner; do good works–clean up a neighbor’s spilled trash can.)

 • Suggest a new trick shot for each round, such as eyes closed, opposite hand, toss 

between your legs, and toss through a “hoop” made by another child’s arms.

 • Urge kids to follow Jesus’ example and live in ways that honor God. 

CHOICE 1 

 ›paper shopping bags 
(1 per person)

 ›markers

CHOICE 2 

 ›masking or painter’s tape

 ›permanent marker

 ›poster board–Use a marker 
to divide the board into 8 
sections. Write 1 statement 
per section: 

 - Do good works.
 - Talk to others about 

Jesus.
 - Help people in need.
 - Tell what Jesus has done 

for you.
 - Give cheerfully.
 - Encourage others.
 - Be hospitable.
 - Share possessions.
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: FIND THE MISSIONARY

 • Show kids the “Find the Missionary” cards, go over the different roles, and answer 

any questions. Explain that a visa is “a stamp on a passport that allows someone 

to enter, leave, or stay for a set time in a country.”

 -Leader: There is one Leader card. The Leader helps everyone know what to do.

 -Missionary: There is one Missionary card. The group will try to guess which 

player has this card. 

 -Foreign Government: Kids holding Foreign Government cards have the power to 

deny visas (so that the Missionary cannot enter the country).

 -Christians: Kids holding Christian cards are followers of Jesus. They will try to 

guess the Missionary. 

 -People Group: This is the group to whom the Missionary will minister. Kids 

holding People Group cards will try to guess the Missionary. 

 • Give one “Find the Missionary” card to each person. All of the kids (except the 

person with the Leader card) should not show their cards to the group. 

 -To play the game, instruct everyone to close his eyes. 

 -The Leader will tell the Foreign Government to open their eyes, silently point to 

one person whose visa they will deny then close their eyes again. If the person 

chosen is the Missionary, the round is over. Collect the cards and begin again. 

 -The Leader will tell everyone to open their eyes, announce whose visa is 

denied, and instruct that person to leave the game. 

 -Pause the game. Lead a brief discussion about missions, ways to help 

missionaries, and ways missionaries help the people where they minister. The 

Missionary can suggest ways, too, without revealing he is the Missionary. Even 

the Foreign Government can contribute, to throw players off the track.

 -When someone thinks she knows who the Missionary is, she may say: “I think 

the Missionary is …” and name the person. If she is correct, the game is over. If 

she is incorrect, she is out of the game and everyone closes their eyes again.

 -Repeat the steps (deny someone’s visa, pause for a brief discussion, and allow a 

player to guess) until someone discovers the Missionary.

►WRAP UP

 • Remind kids that Jesus taught about faith, trust, and obedience to God. We can 

trust Him and follow His example. 

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Pack Item 31: “Find the 
Missionary”–You will 
need 1 card per person. 
If you have fewer players, 
remove some of the 
duplicate cards. If you 
need more cards, copy 
the duplicate cards on 
heavyweight white paper. 

Jesus is our example for how to live.
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