
Unit 3, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
As the missionary efforts continued, more and more people believed in Jesus, and 

Paul’s team increased. By this point, Silas, Timothy, and presumably Luke—the 

recorder of these events—were with Paul as they sailed from Troas to hit three more 

cities with the gospel. (Barnabas had taken a separate missions trip with John Mark.) 

At Philippi Paul and his team wanted to observe the Sabbath in this important 

and influential Greek city, but Philippi may not have had enough Jewish men required 

to form a synagogue. To accommodate Jewish worshipers, people could gather 

outside for prayer. The team had heard about one such group that regularly prayed 

together and found them at their open-air prayer meeting beside the river. Scripture 

only records that a group of women gathered to pray, and one of the women praying 

at the river was Lydia. She was a businesswoman, who dealt in trading purple cloth. 

Purple represented wealth, royalty, and status. The color purple was expensive to 

make and possess. Lydia enjoyed a successful business and obviously had influence. 

When Paul shared that Jesus was sent to be the Savior, she believed and so did her 

household (a clue that she had influence). After they were baptized, Lydia insisted Paul 

and his companions stay at her home (a clue that she was successful enough to have a 

house large enough to accommodate Paul and his friends). 

Lydia’s conversion created a base for the first church in Europe. The church at 

Philippi followed Jesus’ example of extending His Father’s love to all, regardless of 

race, religion, or gender. Considering the church at Philippi grew from a small band of 

women, how can you use this story to spread the gospel and take the good news to 

your town, city, or community? 

How can you help the kids in your group hold onto the simple truth that God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior and belief in Him is all that God requires to be saved?

LYDIA LEARNED
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: Jesus was sent to be the savior.

SUGGESTED DATE
Week of August 4

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus is the Messiah 
and Savior. 

BIBLE PASSAGE
Acts 16:11-15 

JESUS

Additional training for Bible 
Studies for Life: Kids is available 
at ministrygrid.com/web/
biblestudiesforlife.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.  
1 Timothy 1:15

UNIT VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.  
1 Timothy 1:15
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 ›Pack Item 28: “Acts and the 
New Testament Poster”–
Cut out the larger circle 
and place it on the floor 
behind a chair. 

 ›chair

 ›fine-point permanent 
marker

 ›craft sticks–Write 1 
reference on each stick: 

 - Acts 1:13
 - Acts 12:12
 - Acts 12:25
 - Colossians 4:14
 - Acts 4:7
 - Acts 4:13
 - Acts 8:14

 ›container–Place the craft 
sticks in the container.

 ›Save Item 28 for use in 
Sessions 2 and 3.

 ›Option: “Lydia Learned 
About Jesus” coloring page 
(CD)

 ›Pack Item 27: “Unit 3 
Missions Map”

 ›“International Missions: 
Morocco” (CD)–Print the 
“Morocco Photos.”

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
 • Invite a volunteer to choose a craft stick and read the reference. Lead all kids to 

find the reference in their Bibles.

 • Explain that the Book of Acts mentions most of the New Testament authors or 

recipients of letters. Acts is a history of the New Testament church.

 • Direct the volunteer to decide which New Testament Gospel book is named for 

someone in the verse. (Luke has no Acts reference, so a verse in Colossians is used. 

Acts 1:13 mentions both John and Matthew.)

 • After the volunteer names the Gospel book, lead him to put his knees on the chair 

and drop the stick onto the “Acts and the New Testament Poster.” His goal is to 

land the stick on the section that matches the New Testament Gospel book. 

 • Involve all kids. Remind them that the writers of the Gospel books all were part of 

the early church.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
 • Invite kids to repeat a tongue twister: “Bobby bought a box of butter biscuits.”

 • Lead the kids to repeat it three times in a row. Enjoy the mistakes!

 • Read each tongue twister and encourage kids to repeat it three times in a row:

 -Hannah helped herself to Hank’s handkerchief.

 -Lisa left Linus lifting lilacs for Lulu.

 -Randy ran to Danny while Danny ran to Dee.

 • Remark that the kids had to listen closely to hear what you were saying. In today’s 

Bible story, Lydia listened closely to what Paul taught.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
 • Show the “Unit 3 Missions Map.” 

 • Explain that many people in Morocco are Muslims and do not believe that Jesus 

is God’s Son. Followers of Jesus are often treated badly in the country of Morocco, 

so it can be a dangerous place for missionaries to live and serve. 

 • Show each of the “Morocco Photos” and invite volunteers to read the captions.

 • Pray that God would protect missionaries serving in Morocco and help them as 

they share the good news with people living there. 
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 ›Pack Items 25, 26: “Unit 3 
Banner,” “Unit 3 Verse”

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Teaching Picture 10

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›timer or smartphone

 ›pencils

 ›Possible motions for the 
Unit Verse activity: 

 - Pat your head.
 - Clap your hands.
 - Tap your knees.
 - Touch your toes.
 - Do jumping jacks.
 - Spin around.
 - Hop in place on one 
foot.

 - Jog in place.
 - Jump forward and 
backward.

STUDY THE BIBLE 
►1. BIBLE STORY

 • Sing “Shine Through Me” (track 5).

 • Show the “Unit 3 Banner” and invite kids to learn more about Jesus through Bible 

stories from the Book of Acts.

 • Provide one more tongue twister to introduce the story. Say: “Waiting by the 

water while the lady listens well.” Allow kids to repeat the sentence several times.

 • Suggest the kids listen for who the lady is and what she was listening to.

 • Open the Bible to Acts 16 and tell the Bible story. 

Bible Story: Lydia Learned About Jesus

Paul and his friends traveled from town to town, telling people about Jesus. 

They stopped in the city of Philippi, an area in Macedonia. Philippi was an 

important city in Macedonia, and the men stayed there several days. 

On the Sabbath Paul and his friends went outside the city gate by the 

river. They had heard that people gathered there to pray. When Paul and his 

friends arrived, they sat down and began to talk with several women who had 

gathered there. 

A woman named Lydia listened to Paul teach about Jesus. Lydia was a 

business woman who sold purple cloth. She had come to the river to worship 

God. God helped Lydia to listen and understand all that Paul said. Paul 

explained that God sent Jesus to be the Savior. As Lydia thought about Paul’s 

words, she became a believer and was baptized! Soon Lydia’s whole family 

became believers. They were baptized, too!

Lydia was kind to Paul and his friends. She asked Paul and his friends to stay 

with her family at their house. Paul and his friends continued to teach more 

and more people about Jesus. 

— A C T S  1 6 : 11 - 1 5
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LIFE POINT

 ›Option for Review: Show 
“Gumshoe Bible Story” 
video.

►2. REVIEW

 • Display the Teaching Picture and lead kids to find the reference, Acts 16:11-15. 

 • Invite volunteers to read the passage one verse at a time as the rest of the kids 

follow along in their Bibles.

 • Form two teams and instruct each team to think of questions for the other team 

to answer. Each team will have ten seconds to create a question or answer the 

other team’s question. Allow teams to use their Bibles. 

 • If a team cannot come up with a question in the given time, play will pass to 

the other team. If a team cannot answer in the given time, the asking team will 

receive twenty points. If a team answers correctly within the time, it will get 

twenty points. Remember the translations may use different words, so accept 

correct answers, even if the kids think they used the wrong words.

 • Continue until kids review the story. If needed, add the Review Questions (page 92).

 • Tally points and declare a winner.

►3. LIFE ACTION

 • Remark: “The Bible says Lydia was a God-fearing woman. What do you think that 

means?” Allow the kids to explain their answers.

 • Distribute the Kids Activity Pages and lead kids to work together to complete 

“Gumdrop Answers.” Discuss kids’ answers. 

 • Help kids understand that doing good things doesn’t make someone a Christian 

(not even baptism), but a Christian wants to do good things. 

 • Mention that Jesus is Messiah and Lord. He came to the earth to be the Savior. 

 • Use the “Sharing the Gospel With Kids” outline (page 94) to present the plan of 

salvation to the group. 

 • Pray and thank God for sending His Son, Jesus, to be Savior. Ask God to lead the 

kids to understand His plan of salvation and trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

 • Show “Gumshoe Life Action” video.

►4. UNIT VERSE

 • Lead kids to read the “Unit 3 Verse” together. 

 • Invite kids to make up motions to the verse and say the verse again with 

the motions. 

 • Give volunteers opportunities to say the verse from memory while doing 

the motions. 

Jesus was sent to be the savior.
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LIVE IT OUT 
►CHOICE 1: FLIP BOOKS

 • Lead kids to complete “Draw and Tell” on their Kids Activity Pages and use the 

pictures to review the Bible story.

 • Invite kids to make flip books. Help each person stack four to eight half-sheets of 

paper together and staple them at the top to make a book. 

 • Advise kids to begin with the last page of their books and decide what they 

would like to draw. Kids can choose any part of the Bible story, but something 

from the end of the story, such as Lydia’s baptism, might be a good choice.

 • Instruct each child to first use a pencil to draw his illustration, so that mistakes are 

easier to correct. When satisfied, the child may go over the main lines with a black 

pen and erase the pencil marks.

 • Direct kids to drop the next to last page over the drawing on the last page and 

draw the next picture just a little differently. 

 • Help kids plan their drawings according to the number of pages in their books. 

The more pages, the more detailed the steps in the illustrations can be. For 

example, for Lydia’s baptism the pages (from the back to front) might be: 

 -Lydia standing in the river, smiling and dripping, after Paul baptized her

 -Lydia almost standing, but not quite

 -Lydia just coming out of the water

 -Lydia under the water as Paul baptizes her

 -Lydia almost under the water, with Paul bending beside her

 -Paul and Lydia standing in the river

 • Guide kids to flip the pages and watch the action.

►CHOICE 2: 1 TIMOTHY 1:15 BANNERS

 • Review the “Unit 3 Verse” together.

 • Give each child a piece of purple fabric. Show kids how to turn down one inch of 

the fabric over a chenille craft stem and secure it with duct tape.

 • Lead kids to create hangers for the banner. Each child should attach the ends of 

one yarn piece to the ends of the chenille craft stem. Suggest that each child use 

the yarn piece to hang her banner at home.

 • Direct kids to write the Unit Verse and decorate their banners.

 • Add purple paint to small plates and allow kids to use the sponges to stamp paint 

around the words in a decorative pattern.

 • Praise everyone’s work and challenge kids to use their banners to read the verse. 

 • Invite kids to share where they might hang their banners at home.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›pencils

 ›pencil erasers

 ›scissors

 ›paper–Cut sheets of paper 
in half (4–8 half-sheets 
per person).

 ›stapler

 ›black pens

CHOICE 2 

 ›Pack Item 26: “Unit 3 Verse” 

 ›purple fabric or paper 

 ›contrasting purple paint

 ›black permanent marker

 ›chenille craft stems

 ›duct tape

 ›scissors

 ›14 inches of yarn (1 piece 
per child)

 ›sponges–Cut into 1-inch 
cubes or daubers.

 ›small disposable foam 
plates
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LIFE POINT

►CHOICE 3: MARBLE MADNESS

 • Remind kids that God’s plan is for everyone to trust Jesus as Savior.

 • Show kids the “ABC Sheets” and lead kids to find and read the Bible verses. Use 

additional information from “Sharing the Gospel With Kids” (page 94) to review 

the meaning of the letters A (admit), B (believe), and C (confess). 

 • Form two teams of kids.

 • Place an “ABC Sheet” in each of the three taped squares on the floor at one end of 

the room. 

 • Direct teams to line up on the opposite side of the room. 

 • Provide each group with a pool noodle and a set of three colored marbles.

 • Instruct that the first person in line should roll a marble through the noodle and 

attempt to land it inside the ADMIT square. 

 • If the player is successful, the next person in line will attempt to land a second 

marble in the BELIEVE square. If at any time the marble misses its target, the 

player should retrieve the marble, return it to the next player, and go to the end 

of the line. 

 • Explain that teams must land the marbles in A-B-C order. The first team to 

successfully land a marble in each square is the winner.

 • Repeat the relay as time allows.

►WRAP UP

 • Remind kids that Lydia listened to Paul’s words and believed that God sent Jesus 

to be the Savior. God’s plan of salvation is still the same today. Kids can believe 

and trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

 • Pray that the kids, like Lydia, would know and understand God’s plan for 

their lives.

 • Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 

 ›marker

 ›3 sheets of paper–On 
separate sheets write: 
ADMIT–Romans 3:23 
BELIEVE–John 3:16 
CONFESS–Romans 10:9-10 
Option: “ABC Sheets” (CD)

 ›2 pool noodles

 ›6 colored marbles (3 of 
each color)–Be sure the 
marbles roll easily through 
the center of the pool 
noodle.

 ›masking tape–Create 3 
18-inch squares on the 
floor at one end of the 
room.

 ›Leader Tips: Make the 
squares larger or smaller 
to change the difficulty. 
Taping the squares against 
a wall will make the 
game easier. 

Plans for Postcards 
Mail Jesus Loves You Postcards 
(005806097) to the visitors 
and infrequent attenders. 
Remind them of Jesus’ love 
and invite them to come and 
be a part of your group! 

Note: Need a large-group 
worship option? Learn more 
about Bible Studies For Life: 
Kids Worship at www.lifeway. 
com/biblestudiesforlife/kids.

Jesus was sent to be the savior.
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