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Lost. That one word appears several times in this chapter from Luke’s 
Gospel. In many Bibles the word lost appears in the headings of the parables 
recorded in these passages: “The Parable of the Lost Sheep,” “The Parable 
of the Lost Coin,” “The Parable of the Lost Son.” A sheep, a coin, and a son—
every one of them lost. 

Jesus shared these three parables in response to the complaints of the 
Pharisees and scribes that He not only welcomed sinners but also ate with 
them. And these leaders were right—Jesus surrounded Himself with sinners. 
Or was it more like sinners were attracted to Him? In the very first verse of 
his Gospel, Luke recorded that all the tax collectors and sinners approached 
Jesus to listen to Him. Immediately, Jesus unjustly earned the spur of the 
religious leaders who complained about His associations with those they 
deemed less valuable or unworthy of their time. They were quick to label 
others as sinners, grouping people by vocation or lifestyle, while they ignored 
and hid their own wrongdoings. In their eyes, they were righteous. These 
religious men had no use for Jesus and His teachings about sin, salvation, 
mercy, and grace. They considered themselves safe from the judgment that 
Jesus spoke about because of their heritage and religious practices. 

In response to their unbelief and judgmental words, Jesus illustrated God’s 
love for people in the parables He told. Each story concluded with rejoicing 
over finding something that was lost. Jesus likens the celebrations to one 
sinner who repents and turns to God. Jesus’ stories gave His audience 
earthly examples of the heavenly joy for one repentant sinner. God knows 
everyone by name, and He rejoices over each individual who comes to 
salvation. The love of God is immeasurable. He will never stop searching for 
the lost. His love is unending and flows freely to all who choose to receive it.

The common response to finding the lost sheep, coin, and son is to rejoice. 
Do you remember the joy of your salvation? In what way are you reflecting 
God’s love to a world in need of Him?

How can you lead kids in your group to understand that parables teach us 
about God? How will you help kids understand their need to be saved and 
that God expects those who know Him to share His love with others?

JESUS TOLD THREE PARABLES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught about faith, 
trust, and obedience 
to God. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 15 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 22

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught 
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UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into 
the world that we might 
live through him.  
1 John 4:9 (NIV)
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 › Pack Item 9: “Parables”–
Display the title cards 
on the left side of a wall. 
Display the reference 
cards randomly on the 
other side. Leave room to 
move the reference cards 
beside the titles.

 › masking tape

 › coin

 › Option: “Jesus Told 
Three Parables” coloring 
page (Printables)

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story. 

 › tape measure 

 › tape
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 ʹ Say: “In today’s Bible story, Jesus told three parables, but they are not 
the only ones He taught. Let’s see if we can find some more.”
 ʹ Invite a child to select a “Parables” reference card. Then instruct the kids 
to find the verses in their Bibles. When there are multiple references on 
a card, assign each reference to a small group of kids
 ʹ Call on kids to read aloud the passage(s). Then ask someone to place 
the reference card next to the correct title. Note: If needed, explain that 
tenants are “people who rent land or places to live from someone else.” 
 ʹ Lead kids to complete the remaining matches.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Lead kids to form a circle. 
 ʹ Put your palms together with the coin hidden between your palms.
 ʹ Instruct the kids to hold their hands in front of them in the same position. 
 ʹ Explain that you secretly will drop the coin into someone’s hands and the 
group will guess who has it. Mention that kids should not show surprise 
if the coin drops into their hands. 
 ʹ Walk around the inside of the circle, slipping your hands between each 
person’s palms. Drop the coin in one person’s hands and pretend to 
drop the coin in the other kids’ hands. 
 ʹ Say: “Coin, coin, who has the coin?” Allow the kids to guess.
 ʹ Comment: “In today’s Bible story you will hear three stories, or parables, 
that Jesus told. Listen to how Jesus used a coin to teach an important 
truth about God.” 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Guide kids to help you measure and tape a circle with a diameter of 
15 feet (the size of a Basotho hut). 
 ʹ Instruct kids to sit inside the circle. Explain that the circle represents the 
average size of a Basotho hut, which is made of stones held together 
with mud and dung (animal droppings). As many as 10 people may share 
a home this size, sleeping on mats on the floor. 
 ʹ Challenge kids to determine what objects and furniture from their own 
homes would fit inside the circle. Prompt kids to name fun activities that 
require electricity (watching videos) or special supplies (making crafts). 
 ʹ Ask: “How do you think the Floras teach kids about Jesus using no 
electricity and few teaching supplies?”
 ʹ Pray for the Floras and other missionaries who are reaching the 
Basotho people. 
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 › Pack Items 1, 2, 10, 11: 
“Unit 1 Banner,” “Unit 1  
Verse,” “Corn or 
Steak?” “Coin Disc and 
Spinner”–Cut out the 
coin and glue it to the 
center of a paper plate. 
Set aside the spinner 
to use with Unit 2, 
Session 2. Note: Save 
the “Coin Disc” to use 
in Session 5.

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Music

 › Videos

 › paper plate

 › glue

 › marker

 › index cards–Write the 
words and reference 
of the Unit Verse on 
separate index cards 
and hide them around 
the room. Include the 
reference at the end. 
Option: “Unit 1 Verse 
Cards” (Printables)

1. BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Sing “I Will Follow You.”
 ʹ Ask: “Have you ever lost something that was important to you? Did you 
find it? What did you do to get it back?” 
 ʹ After kids respond, show the Teaching Picture and comment: “Parables 
are stories Jesus told to help people understand the kingdom of God. 
Listen carefully to three parables Jesus told about things that were lost.”
 ʹ Open the Bible to Luke 15 and tell the Bible story.

BIBLE STORY: JESUS TOLD THREE PARABLES
Jesus used parables to teach people. A parable is a story Jesus told to 
help people understand the kingdom of God.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Jesus taught, “Is there one here among you who would not leave 

his herd of ninety-nine sheep to search for a lost sheep until he 
finds it? When he finds the lost sheep, the shepherd puts him on his 
shoulders. He calls out to his neighbors and friends: ‘Rejoice with 
me! I have found my lost sheep!’ ” Jesus said that in heaven there will 
be more joy over one lost person who repents of his sin than over 
ninety-nine people who do not need to repent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin
A woman had ten silver coins. One of them was lost. The woman 

looked everywhere. She swept the house and kept on searching for 
the coin. When she found it, she called her friends to celebrate with 
her. Jesus said that in that same way, the angels rejoice when one 
person turns to God.

The Parable of the Lost Son
A man had two sons. One day the younger son said to his father, 

“Give me my share of the inheritance.” So the father gave the 
younger son his part. The younger son packed his bags and went to a 
distant land where he lived foolishly and wasted his inheritance.

Being tired and hungry, he decided to go home. He said to himself, 
“Even the servants in my father’s house eat better than this! I will 
go to my father and ask if I can work for him because I am no longer 
worthy to be called his son.” So the son headed for home.

While he was still a long way off, his father saw the son coming 
toward home. The father ran to him, threw his arms around him, and 
kissed him. The son said, “I have sinned against God and against you.”

But the father told his servants, “Bring the best robe for my son. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate! This son of mine was lost, and now he is found!”

— B A S E D  O N  L U K E  1 5
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › Who told the three 
parables (stories) to 
teach a lesson? (Jesus)

 › What made a shepherd 
happy after one of his 
sheep is lost? (finding it)

 › How might a shepherd 
celebrate when he finds 
a lost sheep? (bring it 
home and tell his friends)

 › What did a woman do 
when she lost a coin? 
(She searched until she 
found it and called her 
friends to celebrate.)

 › What did the son decide 
he could do for his 
father? (work for him)

 › How are the three 
parables alike? (They 
all tell about things that 
were lost and found: 
the sheep, the coin, and 
the son.)

Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the Weekly Bible 
Verse, 1 John 4:9.

Option for Life Action: 
Show the “Mooseberry 
Life Application” video. 
 
Option for Review: 
Show the “Notebook 
Bible Story” video.

2. REVIEW
 ʹ Mention that in one of the parables Jesus told, the son was so hungry 
that he would have eaten the pigs’ food if he could have. But when he 
returned to his father’s house, he was fed a great meal with beef. 
 ʹ Explain that kids will earn pigs’ food (corn) or steak (beef) by answering 
Review Questions. The goal is to get more steak than corn.
 ʹ Read a question to someone. If she answers correctly, give her a “steak” 
“Corn or Steak?” card. If she cannot answer, give her a “corn” card. Make 
sure she has another chance later to earn a “steak” card.
 ʹ Repeat the questions to make sure everyone earns a steak card.

3. UNIT VERSE
 ʹ Guide kids to form partners to hunt for the “Unit 1 Verse Cards.” One 
partner will stay seated while the other partner hunts for a card. When 
he finds a word, instead of picking it up or touching it, he will make a baa 
sound like a sheep. The seated partner will go and get the word card, 
bring it back to the group, and then the pair will trade places.
 ʹ Place the cards on the floor in front of the kids and choose a person to 
be the first “arranger.” She will pick up what she thinks is the first word 
of the verse and place it in front of the words. If the kids agree, they will 
make sheep sounds. If they disagree, they will make pig sounds. 
 ʹ Enlist kids to arrange the other cards. Each child may move only one card. 

4. LIFE ACTION
 ʹ Comment that Jesus taught about faith, trust, and obedience to God. 
 ʹ Remind kids how happy each of the people were when they found their 
lost coin, sheep, or son. God is just as happy when people trust and 
obey Him.
 ʹ Explore with kids the idea that sometimes when people make mistakes, 
they might think God does not love them any longer. Invite kids to share 
times when a person might think that. (Remind kids that they should 
name situations where they think a person might feel this way, not times 
they might have felt this way.) 
 ʹ To encourage kids’ responses, toss the “Coin Disc” like a flying disc to a 
volunteer who would like to respond. 
 ʹ Suggested examples of responses include: a person cheated, hurt a 
friend, disobeyed parents, lied, or someone’s selfishness caused others 
to suffer. 
 ʹ Read 1 John 4:9-10. Assure kids that, no matter what happens or what 
they do, God always loves them. 
 ʹ Pray and thank God for His love for people, regardless of what they do. 
Ask God to help the kids understand His love for them and trust His plan 
for their lives. 
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CHOICE 1
A PARTY
 ʹ Remind the group that Jesus taught about God’s love. In all three 
parables, the owners rejoiced with their friends when their lost item or 
son was found. God rejoices when people respond to His love.
 ʹ Invite kids to plan a mini-party to remind them how important and 
valuable they are to God. 
 ʹ Before beginning, direct the kids to wash their hands or use hand 
sanitizer. 
 ʹ Set up three stations around the room. Lead kids to prepare each part of 
the party. 
 ʹ Make fruit salad:

 ●Give each person a sturdy paper plate to use as a cutting board and a 
plastic knife.

 ●Cut fruit into manageable pieces and instruct each person to cut a 
piece into bite-size pieces. Each person should put her fruit pieces 
in a small cup and set it aside to eat later. Kids may use a permanent 
marker to write their names on their cups. 

 ʹ Make party hats:
 ●Guide kids to decorate a sheet of paper with markers.
 ●Kids will overlap two corners along the long side and tape it to make 
a cone.

 ʹ Make party blowers:
 ●Direct each person to wrap the long side of a half sheet of paper 
around a pencil, tape it in place, and then remove the pencil.

 ●Kids will flatten all but about two inches of their paper tubes and then, 
beginning at the flat end, roll all but about two inches of the tube 
around the pencil.

 ʹ Celebrate God’s love! Suggest kids wear their hats and blow in the tubes 
to make the blowers extend. 
 ʹ Encourage kids to enjoy the food and shout: “The lost has been found!”

CHOICE 2
A PLAY
 ʹ Encourage kids to complete “Find It!” on their Kids Activity Pages. Then 
briefly review the parable of the lost sheep and the lost coin.
 ʹ Brainstorm with kids how to re-enact the parable of the prodigal son. 
Suggest kids look at Luke 15:11-32 for specifics of the story. 
 ʹ Guide the kids to emphasize the joy of the son’s return. Remind them 
that this is how God feels when we trust and obey Him.
 ʹ Choose someone to be “Director.” This person will select the location of 
the play in the room and guide the action. 
 ʹ Discuss the actors that are needed and what they might do and say. 

CHOICE 1 
 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”–Make parents 
aware of the fruits kids 
will handle and eat. 

 › hand sanitizer

 › sturdy paper plates, 
cups, and plastic knives 
and spoons (1 of each 
per person)

 › paper towels

 › plastic tablecloth

 › sharp knife (for leader 
use only)

 › a variety of fresh fruit 
(enough for each person 
to cut some into bite-
size pieces and place in 
a cup)

 › permanent marker

 › paper (1 full and 1 half 
sheet for each person, 
color is optional)

 › pencils

 › clear tape

 › markers

CHOICE 2 
 › Kids Activity Pages

 › pencils

 › assorted scarves and 
robes for biblical dress 
(optional)

 › smartphone
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 ʹ Lead the kids to volunteer for parts. 
 ʹ Give kids time to practice their play. Encourage kids to follow the 
instruction of the Director. 
 ʹ Record the play as kids perform it. Then replay it for kids to see. 
 ʹ If time remains, choose one of the other parables and repeat 
the process.
 ʹ Note: To protect the security of all the kids, do not post the video on any 
social media.

CHOICE 3
A COMIC DRAWING
 ʹ Discuss with kids how Jesus told stories to teach about God’s love. He 
told three different parables about something that was lost. 
 ʹ Lead the kids to briefly review the parables.
 ʹ Invite the kids to choose one of the parables and draw a comic strip. 
Suggest kids open their Bibles to Luke 15 for story details.
 ʹ Direct kids to consider how many scenes their comic strip will have and 
draw each scene on a separate small sheet of paper.
 ʹ Guide kids to use conversation bubbles to show what the people 
are saying.
 ʹ When kids finish their drawings, instruct them to tape them together to 
make one long strip.
 ʹ Encourage kids to share the stories with each other.
 ʹ Remind the group that parables were stories Jesus told to teach people 
about God and His kingdom. Jesus told these parables because He 
wanted the people to know that God loves them and is happy when 
people respond to His love.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Pray and thank God for His love. Ask God to help kids respond to His 
love by trusting and obeying Him.
 ʹ Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 
 › sheets of paper cut into 
fourths (4 or more per 
person)

 › scissors

 › pencils

 › markers

 › clear tape

LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.
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