
Unit 3, Session 2

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Praying is “communicating with God.” God wants to hear from us, but He also 
wants us to hear Him. Scripture tells extraordinary ways God spoke to His 
people—from Moses hearing from a burning bush to angels speaking to Mary 
and Joseph. God loves us, and He wants to be in relationship with us. He 
loves us so much that He sent Jesus, who came so that anyone who believes 
could have a relationship with a holy God.

Before Jesus came, people had to rely on priests and sacrifices to be 
forgiven of sins that broke their relationships with God. One such family was 
that of Hannah, who was childless. Hannah was desperate. She had neither 
the present joy of being a mother nor the future security of being taken care 
of in her old age. Even worse, the other wife of her husband had children and 
taunted her. Still, her husband loved her. He was a devout Jew who took his 
family on annual pilgrimages to Shiloh to offer sacrifices to the Lord. Deeply 
hurt, Hannah mouthed a prayer, asking God to give her a son and vowing 
to give her son back to the Lord to serve Him. When Eli, the priest, saw her 
mouth moving but did not hear her words, he accused her of being drunk. 
Hannah explained that she had been praying, silently pouring her heart out to 
God.

Without knowing what Hannah had prayed for, Eli gave her hope that 
God might grant her request. Hannah was renewed, not because she was 
pregnant but because she had poured out her heart to God and trusted 
Him. Soon, Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son, Samuel. At 
the appropriate time, she kept her promise to God and took Samuel to Eli to 
serve the Lord. Samuel became an influential leader, answering God’s call 
to serve Him and anointing the first king of Israel—all this after a mother’s 
honest, heartfelt prayer.

As you pray, how can you be more honest with yourself and with God? How 
are you listening to Him? Whether God’s answer is yes, no, or wait, how can 
you be content? Knowing that God’s ways are always right, you can trust and 
depend on Him.

How can you help the kids in your group trust that God always hears their 
prayers? How can you help them see that though He always hears, God may 
not always answer the way they would like?

HANNAH PRAYED

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God wants people to 
communicate with Him 
through praying and 
reading the Bible daily. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
1 Samuel 1 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
February 9

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can trust 

God will hear  
their prayers.

ESV

UNIT VERSE
Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own 
understanding.  
Proverbs 3:5 (ESV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
I call upon you, for you will 
answer me, O God.  
Psalm 17:6 (ESV)
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 › Printables: “Books of the 
Bible Chart,” “Books of 
the Bible Cards”–Gather 
the Old Testament cards. 
For younger kids, gather 
only the books of Law 
and History (Genesis–
Esther). 

 › Pack Item 27: “Hear Me 
Statements and Super 
Slalom Cards”–Set aside 
the “Super Slalom Cards” 
for use later in the 
session. 

 › umbrella, blanket, bottle 
of water, pen, and an 
orange–Place the items 
at a table in the center of 
the room.

 › Option: “Hannah 
Prayed” coloring page 
(Printables)

 › Printables: “Unit 
3 Missions: Czech 
Republic”–Print the 
missions story. 

 › 200-plus pennies

 › 2 large bowls–Pour 
100-plus pennies into 
each bowl. 

HANNAH PRAYED

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Scramble the Old Testament “Books of the Bible Cards,” divide them 
into two stacks, and place the stacks facedown on a table. 
 ʹ Form two teams and assign one stack of cards to each team.
 ʹ On “Go,” a player from each team will turn over a card, and team 
members will locate the Bible book. 
 ʹ Award both cards to the team with the longest Bible book (most 
chapters).
 ʹ Repeat as time permits. When kids reveal all of the cards, lead kids to 
sort them into groups by divisions. MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Choose a volunteer to stand near the items at the table. This person is 
responsible for hearing and meeting needs using the different items on 
the table.
 ʹ Select five additional kids and instruct them to stand in different places 
around the room. Give each person a “Hear Me Statement.” 
 ʹ When you say, “Begin,” the five kids will read their statements at the 
same time and will repeat them until their needs have been met by the 
volunteer. Encourage the volunteer to try to meet everyone’s needs as 
quickly as possible.
 ʹ After the volunteer meets all the needs, discuss whether or not it was 
difficult to hear and meet the needs of each person. Why?
 ʹ Comment that God hears our prayers anytime we speak to Him. 
He knows our needs. We can trust that God hears our prayers and 
responds to them in the right way. In today’s Bible story, God heard and 
responded to Hannah’s prayer. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Briefly review the missions story with the kids and then form two teams.
 ʹ Tell kids that each penny stands for one person in the Czech Republic.
 ʹ At your signal, teams will race to count one hundred pennies.
 ʹ Lead kids to show you one percent of the pennies (or one penny).
 ʹ Explain that less than one percent of the people in the central Czech 
Republic know what it means to have a relationship with Jesus.
 ʹ Challenge kids to pray that the Johnsons’ ministry will lead many Czech 
people to trust Jesus as their Savior.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY
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LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 23, 24, 28: 
“Unit 3 Banner,” “Unit 3 
Verse,” “Hannah Prayed 
Review Cards”

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Music

 › Videos

 › timer or smartphone

 › blindfolds (1 for each 
pair of kids)

 › permanent marker

 › scissors

 › 5 wooden building 
blocks (5 blocks for each 
pair of kids)

 › masking tape–Cut strips 
of tape the same size 
as the blocks. Divide 
the Unit Verse into 5 
phrases, write 1 phrase 
on each tape strip, and 
attach the strips to the 
blocks. Create enough 
sets of blocks for every 
pair of kids.

1. BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Ask: “Have you ever had to wait for something you really wanted?” 
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and share that Hannah waited for 
something she really wanted. She knew that it was something only God 
could provide. 
 ʹ Encourage the kids to listen to the Bible story to find out what Hannah 
wanted and learn how God responded after hearing her prayers. 
 ʹ Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 1 and tell the story. 

BIBLE STORY: HANNAH PRAYED
Elkanah was a good man, and he loved his wife, Hannah, very much. 
Each year Elkanah and Hannah traveled from their home in the hill 
country to Shiloh to worship and offer sacrifices at the temple. 

Hannah was very sad because she wanted to have a child. In fact, 
she was so sad that she could not eat. Elkanah tried to take good care 
of her and encouraged her to eat. He asked Hannah, “Am I not better 
than ten sons?”

But Hannah was not happy. She wanted a baby. On one of her 
visits to the temple, Hannah prayed eagerly and wept. She said, 
“Lord, if You give me a son, I will give him back to You so he can 
serve You all of his life.” 

Eli, the priest at the temple, watched Hannah as she prayed. He 
saw her praying silently and moving her lips without making any 
sound. He thought there was something wrong with her. 

“I am brokenhearted,” Hannah told Eli. “I’ve been praying to God!”
“Go in peace,” Eli told her. “May God grant your request.”
Elkanah and Hannah went home, and God did answer Hannah’s 

prayers. After some time, Hannah had a son and named him Samuel. 
Hannah kept her promise. When Samuel was old enough, she took 
him to the temple. 

“God has answered my prayers,” Hannah told Eli. Hannah 
worshiped God, and then she left Samuel with Eli to serve God. 

— B A S E D  O N  1  S A M U E L  1

2. REVIEW
 ʹ Instruct six volunteers to stand on one side of the room. Give each of the 
volunteers a “Hannah Prayed Review Cards” question card.
 ʹ Guide the remaining kids to stand on the other side of the room. Give 
each child or small group of kids a “Hannah Prayed Review Cards” 
answer card.
 ʹ Explain that kids will need to work together quickly to answer all the 
questions correctly in under two minutes.
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LIFE POINT People can trust God will hear their prayers.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What did Hannah want 
more than anything else? 
(a child)

 › Where did Elkanah and 
Hannah go to worship 
and offer sacrifices to 
God? (the temple) 

 › What did Hannah 
promise God? (If she had 
a son, she would give him 
to God.) 

 › What did Hannah do 
that seemed strange to 
Eli? (She moved her lips 
but prayed silently.)

 › Did God grant Hannah’s 
request? (Yes, He gave 
her a son.) 

 › What did Hannah do 
when Samuel was old 
enough? (She took him to 
the temple and left him 
with Eli to serve God.) 

Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the weekly Bible 
verse, Psalm 17:6.

 ʹ One at a time direct each volunteer holding a question card to read 
his question. The person/group who thinks he has the correct answer 
should wave his answer card in the air. The person holding the question 
card will run to the person with the answer card, tag her, and bring her 
to the other side of the room. 
 ʹ Lead volunteers to ask questions and go back and forth until kids 
answer all the questions.
 ʹ Remind kids that Hannah and her husband, Elkanah, went back and 
forth from their home to the temple every year to pray and worship 
God. This was a long journey both ways, but it was worth it to Hannah 
because she trusted God and knew He would hear her prayers. 
 ʹ Option: Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video. 

3. LIFE ACTION
 ʹ Play “Our God Will” and invite kids to sing along. 
 ʹ Mention that Hannah trusted God. She did not hesitate to talk to Him 
about her concerns and wants. 
 ʹ Explain that God wants us to talk to Him, too. That is why He sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Because Jesus died on the cross and provided the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins, we can have a relationship with God and 
talk to Him anytime. Because of Jesus, we do not need to go to a temple 
or special place to pray. We can pray to God anywhere!
 ʹ Invite kids to pray silently about things that concern them. Close the 
prayer time by thanking God for hearing the kids’ prayers. 
 ʹ Option: Show the “Mooseberry Life Application” video.

4. UNIT VERSE
 ʹ Review the Unit Verse but do not show the “Unit 3 Verse” until later. 
 ʹ Invite kids to choose partners. Give each pair a set of prepared blocks.
 ʹ Instruct Partner A to wear a blindfold and sit on the floor. 
 ʹ Then lead Partner B to randomly mix up the blocks in front of them.
 ʹ Explain that Partner B will give instructions for putting the verse in order. 
 ʹ After each pair of kids has had a turn to successfully put the blocks in 
verse order, comment that the person who could not see had to trust his 
partner in order to complete this task. 
 ʹ Remind kids that we can trust God to lead even when we do not 
understand or even see everything. 
 ʹ Show the “Unit 3 Verse” and lead kids to read it together. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
WHERE AND WHEN PRAYER WHEELS
 ʹ Invite volunteers to find and read aloud the following verses: Mark 1:35; 
Luke 6:12; and Daniel 6:10.
 ʹ Lead a discussion about each verse, noting where and when each 
person prayed. (Mark 1:35–very early in the morning in a place all alone; 
Luke 6:12–all night on a mountain; Daniel 6:10–three times a day near a 
window at home)
 ʹ Encourage kids to share times or places that they pray. 
 ʹ Guide kids to find and read aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:17 together. 
 ʹ Distribute to each child a prepared paper plate, a blank plate, and a 
brad. Set out markers, colored pencils, and scissors. 
 ʹ Direct each person to cut out the triangle shape from the first paper 
plate, place it on top of the blank plate, and use the point of a pen or 
pair of scissors to create a hole in the center of both plates. Kids will add 
brads to connect the two plates. 
 ʹ On the front of the wheel (top plate), suggest each child write Pray 
Constantly.
 ʹ Instruct each person to spin his wheel, drawing a picture in each section 
of a different time and place they can pray.
 ʹ Remind kids that Hannah cried many tears to God, asking Him for a 
child. She was sad, but she trusted God would hear her prayers. We can 
be confident that God always hears us anywhere and anytime we talk 
to Him.

CHOICE 2
SUPER GIANT SLALOM GAME
 ʹ Set out the “Super Giant Slalom Gameboard” and numbered cube. 
Scramble the “Super Slalom Cards” and stack them facedown near 
the gameboard. 
 ʹ Form two to four teams. Give each team a game piece and instruct 
teams to place their game pieces at Start. 
 ʹ Lead Player 1 on the first team to roll the cube and move his team’s game 
piece. If the dot he lands on is blue and the flag is blue, his game piece 
stays on the space, and it is the next team’s turn. If he lands on a red dot 
beside a red Super Slalom flag, he will draw a “Super Slalom Card,” lead 
his team to complete the action, and return the card to the bottom of the 
stack. Play will shift to the next team. 
 ʹ Comment that we can be confident that God always hears us when 
we talk to Him, but He might not always answer our prayers in the way 
we expect. 
 ʹ Guide kids to complete “Perfect Answers” on their Kids Activity Pages. 
 ʹ Share that God does what brings Him glory and is best for us. We can 
trust Him to hear and respond perfectly to our prayers.

CHOICE 1 
 › brads (1 per person)

 › scissors

 › markers and colored 
pencils

 › paper plates (2 per 
person)–Set aside half 
of the plates. On each 
of the remaining plates, 
draw a pie-slice triangle 
section that is about 
one-sixth the size of the 
plate. Note: Be careful 
not to draw the triangle 
shape into the center of 
the plate. Kids will cut 
out and discard it. Then 
kids will punch a hole 
in the center and add 
a brad. 

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Items 27, 29: 
“Super Slalom Cards,” 
“Super Giant Slalom 
Gameboard”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › game pieces, such as 
colored candy pieces 
or buttons

 › numbered cube

 › pencils
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CHOICE 3
PRAY FOR OTHERS
 ʹ Invite kids to sit at the table. Give each person a copy of “Pray for 
Others” and a marker.
 ʹ Mention that kids can trust that God will hear their prayers. They also 
can trust that God wants to hear from them.
 ʹ Review “A.C.T.S.” on the Kids Activity Pages and give kids time to write 
prayer requests in the blanks on their pages.
 ʹ After completing the activity, comment that another great thing to pray 
for is each other.
 ʹ Explain that kids will write one of their prayer requests from the Kids 
Activity Pages on their “Pray for Others” sheet. Then kids will pass 
their sheets to the person on their left. Each person will write another 
request on the paper now in front of him. (It can be the same request or 
a different one.) Kids will continue to pass the “Pray for Others” sheets 
until their papers come back to the original owners.
 ʹ Encourage kids to take the papers home and to pray for the requests 
throughout the week. 
 ʹ Mention that kids may not know to whom the request belongs, but God 
does, and we can trust He will hear all of them! 

WRAP UP
 ʹ Remind kids that, because of Jesus, it is an amazing privilege to be able 
to talk to God any time and anywhere. Encourage kids to talk to God this 
week through prayer, trusting that He will hear them.
 ʹ Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 30: “Pray for 
Others”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › pencils

 › fine-tipped markers or 
pencils

LIFE POINT People can trust God will hear their prayers.
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