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LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

A genius status is not a requirement to understand Jesus’ teaching on 
forgiveness—especially a math genius. In fact, the more a person loves 
quantifying things, the more difficult it may be to hear what Jesus has to say 
on the important subject of forgiveness. The disciples may or may not have 
been good at math—one would think at least Matthew, being a tax collector, 
could run numbers rather quickly. One might also think this publican-turned-
disciple would be the one to ask the “how many?” questions, but Matthew 
records Peter asking Jesus the numbers question of how many times should 
a person forgive someone.

Peter began his figuring by offering the number 7 as the possible answer to 
the question of how many times he should forgive someone who wrongs him. 
In Bible times 7 was a significant number. The number and references to it 
occur more than 750 times in the Bible. The number 7 in the Bible represents 
wholeness and completion; therefore, Peter may have thought 7 I-forgive-
yous would suffice. But Jesus introduced a number that was much higher 
than Peter thought.

No matter the number, Jesus is more concerned with people and the 
condition of their hearts. He was not providing a specific number for people 
to reach. Keeping count would be legalistic and was not the meaning of all 
Jesus said about the heart. His aim was for us not to get lost in the numeric 
answer but in His character. Jesus taught that forgiveness is never-ending. 
There are no limits on God’s forgiveness toward us, and thus, we should not 
set any limits on our forgiveness of others. Jesus explained His response 
through a parable about an unforgiving servant. After a king forgave a 
servant for a huge debt—basically, a lifetime of earnings—the servant failed 
to do the same. Instead, he grabbed and began to choke a fellow servant 
who owed him only a day’s wage. Jesus strongly warned against this lack of 
forgiveness in response to immense forgiveness from God. 

Are you harboring unforgiving thoughts? If the answer is yes, repent, asking 
God to change your heart into a heart of limitless and unending forgiveness. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that forgiveness is not 
just words they say or something they do but who God expects them to 
be—a loving and forgiving person every time, all the time? 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT  
FORGIVENESS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can obey Jesus as a 
response to His love. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 18:21-35 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 15

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
believers should 
forgive others as  

God forgives 
them.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)
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 › Printables: “Books of the 
Bible Chart”

 › balloons (1 per person)–
Inflate and tie, or allow 
kids to inflate and tie 
their own. 

 › Option: “Jesus Taught 
About Forgiveness” 
coloring page 
(Printables)

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story 
and “Lesotho Map.”
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LEADER BIBLE STUDY
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STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Sit in a circle with the kids. Demonstrate a clap-clap-wait-wait pattern, 
and lead kids to copy.
 ʹ When kids are comfortable, insert “Matthew” into the wait-wait spot. 
 ʹ Explain that the person on your left will add “Mark” during the next wait-
wait. Kids will continue around the circle, adding the books in order. 
 ʹ If a person makes a mistake, she will move to the seat to your left, and 
everyone else will slide around one place.
 ʹ Choose how far into the New Testament you recite based on how well 
kids know the books. For example, you might want to guide kids to go 
as far as Paul’s Letters.
 ʹ If a child is new, inquire if she would like someone to help her. If so, 
choose someone familiar with the books to be her partner and sit next 
to her. MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Lead the kids to gently tap their balloons to keep them in the air. Direct 
the group to count how many times they tap their balloons. Explain that 
kids must start over with their counting if the balloon touches the floor. 
 ʹ Allow several minutes of play before instructing kids to place their 
balloons in a separate place and join the group.
 ʹ Invite kids to share how many times they tapped their balloons.
 ʹ Discuss whether kids got tired or bored with tapping the balloons 
so many times. Ask: “Did you get tired of doing the same thing over 
and over?” 
 ʹ Remark: “How many times you started over and kept counting does not 
matter. In today’s Bible story, we will see the number of times we need 
to forgive someone does not matter either.”

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Show the video “More Helpers” or tell the missions story.
 ʹ Display the “Lesotho Map.” 
 ʹ Mention that doctors and nurses from the U.S. travel to Lesotho for 
short-term trips to provide medical care to the Basotho. 
 ʹ Invite a child to pray for the people who receive treatment at the medical 
clinic. Close the prayer time by praying for doctors and nurses who 
travel many miles to care for the Basotho. 
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 › Pack Items 1, 2, 7: “Unit 1 
Banner,” “Unit 1 Verse,” 
“Say It Cards”–Display 
each of the cards in 
different areas of the 
room to create 4 stations.

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Music

 › Videos

 › sticky notes (2 colors)

 › masking tape–Use tape 
to make a 6-by-6 grid on 
the wall. Each block of 
the grid should be large 
enough for 1 sticky note. 

 › “Unit 1 Verse Phrases” 
from Session 2 
(Printables)–If using 
the phrases for the first 
time, divide the Unit 
Verse into 3 phrases and 
write each phrase on a 
separate sheet of paper. 
Include the reference 
with the last phrase. 
Display 1 phrase beside 
each of the first 3 “Say 
It Cards.” 

 › paper and marker 
(optional)

 › timer or smartphone

Translation Note: Some 
versions of the Bible 
translate seventy times 
seven as seventy-seven 
times. 

1. BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Sing “Jesus Teaches Us.”
 ʹ Display the “Unit 1 Banner” and remind kids that this unit’s study is about 
how Jesus is a great teacher. 
 ʹ Open the Bible to Matthew 18 and tell the Bible story.

BIBLE STORY: JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT FORGIVENESS
Peter came to Jesus one day and asked Him a question: “If my brother 
sins against me, how many times should I forgive him? Seven times?” 

Jesus answered that seven times would not be enough. Jesus said, 
“Seventy times seven.”

Jesus told a story to explain. He said there was a king who wanted 
to collect money from his servants who owed him money. There was 
one servant who owed the king 10,000 talents. The servant had no 
way to pay the king back that much money, so the king demanded 
that the servant, his family, and everything he owned to be sold and 
the money given to the king.

The servant fell to his knees and begged the king to be patient. The 
servant promised he would pay the king everything he owed him if 
the king would just give him more time. The king felt sorry for the 
servant and set him free. The king also forgave the servant’s debt and 
said he did not have to pay back any of the money he owed. 

When the servant left the king, he found a fellow servant who 
owed him 100 denarii. The first servant grabbed the man, started 
choking him, and said, “Pay what you owe!” The fellow servant fell 
to his knees and begged for patience. He promised he would pay back 
all he owed.

But the first servant would not forgive the man. He wanted 
his money. He threw the man in prison until he could pay the 
entire amount.

When the king heard about this, he called for the first servant to 
be brought back to him. The king said the servant was evil. The king 
had forgiven the servant the huge amount of money he owed, but 
then the forgiven servant did not show any kindness or forgiveness 
to his fellow servant.

The king sent the first servant to jail until he could pay everything 
that was owed. Jesus told Peter everyone should forgive and really 
mean it.

— B A S E D  O N  M A T T H E W  1 8 : 2 1 - 3 5
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › How many times was 
Peter willing to forgive? 
(seven times)

 › How many times did 
Jesus tell Peter to 
forgive? (seventy times 
seven)

 › In Jesus’ story why 
did the king forgive 
such a large amount? 
(The servant begged 
him, and the king was 
compassionate.)

 › How did the first 
servant treat the other 
servant who owed 
him? (He grabbed the 
man, choked him, and 
demanded payment.)

 › What did the king do 
when he heard what the 
first servant had done 
to the other servant? 
(The king threw the first 
servant in jail.)

 › What did Jesus want 
Peter to learn from this 
story? (God wants us to 
forgive others and really 
mean it.)

Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the Weekly Bible 
Verse, Ephesians 4:32.

2. REVIEW
 ʹ Tell the kids that Jesus’ story involves a lot of money. One person owed 
someone 10,000 talents. State that 10,000 talents was an enormous 
amount of money, more than an average person could earn in his 
whole lifetime! 
 ʹ Explain that another person owed someone 100 denarii which was 
100 small coins. Remind kids that there are 100 pennies—100 small 
coins—in a dollar.
 ʹ Form two teams and give each team a set of sticky notes.
 ʹ Read a Review Question and choose one team to answer. If the team 
answers correctly, it may place a sticky note on a spot on the grid.
 ʹ For each play a team may choose any column but must choose the 
lowest possible box in that column. If the bottom box is occupied, they 
may choose the one above it, even if other boxes are available on the 
bottom row.
 ʹ The goal is to get four in a row either horizontally, vertically, or 
diagonally. Sometimes a team’s choice will be to block the other team.
 ʹ Continue asking questions about today’s Bible story. If needed, add 
questions of your own or questions from previous Bible stories.
 ʹ Option: Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

3. UNIT VERSE
 ʹ Divide the “Unit 1 Verse” into three phrases. Lead kids to read each phrase.
 ʹ Send three or four kids at a time to Station One. They will repeat the first 
phrase of the verse four times, using the different voices listed on the 
“Say It Card.” Then they will move to Station Two and do the same.
 ʹ Send groups, a few kids at a time, until everyone goes to each station.
 ʹ When everyone returns, encourage the kids to recite the verse together 
without using the poster. 

4. LIFE ACTION
 ʹ Form partners or small groups of three or four kids. 
 ʹ Instruct each group to choose one person to make funny faces and 
gestures for the others to imitate. 
 ʹ Allow about twenty seconds before directing the groups to switch to a 
different person.
 ʹ Comment that Jesus gave us examples to copy.
 ʹ Read Ephesians 4:32. 
 ʹ Invite kids to tell about situations they may face in the coming week 
where they will need to be kind and forgiving.
 ʹ Pray for the things kids mentioned and thank God for sending Jesus to 
give us an example of how to live.
 ʹ Option: Show the “Mooseberry Life Application” video.
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INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY
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LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
DOMINO TRAIL GAME
 ʹ Form four teams and give each group a game marker to place at Start. 
 ʹ Direct a person from one team to roll the numbered cube. She should 
move her team’s marker to the nearest domino with that number. If the 
domino is a double (the same number on both ends of the domino), 
she will tell what happens next in a scenario. If the nearest number is 
adjacent a blank tile, she will answer a Review Question.
 ʹ Note: If a team member rolls a one, he must roll again.
 ʹ Guide the kids to explore options for the scenarios. Some kids might 
suggest one solution and others a different one. Be sure to guide teams 
to consider Ephesians 4:32 as part of their solutions. 
 ʹ Scenarios: 

 ●Someone is cheating but denies it.
 ●Someone bumped you and made you drop everything, including your 
lunch. Then the person ran away.

 ●An adult misunderstood your actions and scolded you. The adult 
wouldn’t let you explain. 

 ●Your younger brother got into the toy ship you were building and took 
it apart. Now some of the important pieces are missing.

 ●A younger child visiting your family found your sketchbook and tore 
out pages.

 ʹ As teams move to the finish line, add the “What Happened Next?” 
scenarios from the Kids Activity Pages. Also consider creating additional 
age-appropriate scenarios or allowing the kids to create some.
 ʹ Remind kids Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as 
God forgives them. Encourage kids to practice forgiving others in the 
coming week.

CHOICE 2
DRINKING STRAW SOCCER
 ʹ Invite kids to indicate with thumbs up or thumbs down if they agree 
or disagree with this statement: “It is always up to the person who 
offended someone to repair the relationship.” 
 ʹ Without commenting, assign small groups of kids one of these Scriptures 
to find and read: Colossians 3:12-13; Matthew 5:23-24; Romans 12:18.
 ʹ Call on volunteers to read aloud the verses.
 ʹ Repeat your previous statement and lead kids to reevaluate their 
responses. 
 ʹ Help kids recognize that a follower of Jesus seeks to repair relationships, 
no matter who is at fault. 
 ʹ Form two teams. Lead the teams to stand on opposite sides of the table. 

CHOICE 1 
 › Kids Activity Pages

 › dominoes–Lay the tiles 
on the table end-to-end, 
but do not try to match 
numbers. Designate 1 
end of the line as Start 
and the other as Finish.

 › numbered cube

 › 4 game markers such 
as coins, buttons, or 
marker tops

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 8: 
“Relationship Repair 
Cards”

 › drinking straws (1 per 
person)

 › 1–2 table tennis balls

 › masking tape–Place 
a tape line down the 
center of a table. 
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 ʹ Give everyone a straw and explain that you will place the ball 
somewhere on the tape line. Each team will use straws to blow the ball, 
aiming to send it off the edge of its opponent’s side of the table. Straws 
may not touch the ball, and players may not block the edges of the table 
in any way.
 ʹ When a ball drops off the table, the offensive team will score 10 points, 
but only after a team member reads a “Relationship Repair Card” and 
describes a way to seek or extend forgiveness.
 ʹ Continue play until kids discuss the situations on all the cards. 

CHOICE 3 
BIBLE STORY PAPER CHAIN
 ʹ Guide kids to complete “The Main Idea” on their Kids Activity Pages. 
Then direct kids to the Bible story on the backs of the pages. 
 ʹ Invite each person to create a paper chain as a reminder of today’s 
Bible story. 
 ʹ Lead kids to work independently to write key phrases of the Bible story 
on strips of paper. Encourage kids not to copy whole sentences but only 
use a few words to describe what happens, one step at a time.
 ʹ Instruct each person to arrange her paper strips in Bible story order and 
staple them into the loops of a paper chain. 
 ʹ Guide kids to continue adding strips until they complete their Bible 
story chains. 
 ʹ Allow a volunteer to read Ephesians 4:32 to the group. 
 ʹ Suggest that kids add one final loop to their chains by writing this 
reference on a strip. If kids would like, they can loop this last strip 
through both of the end loops and create a circle.
 ʹ Explore with kids where they might display their chains and how the 
chains could remind them to forgive others as God forgives them.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Remind kids that people can obey Jesus as a response to His love. One 
way to obey and show love to Jesus is to forgive others.
 ʹ Before kids leave, prompt them to finish this sentence: “I can forgive 
because                     .” (God forgives me.)
 ʹ Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 
 › Teaching Picture 3 

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › scissors

 › various colors of paper 
cut into 1-inch strips 
(several for each person)

 › staplers

 › pens

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.
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