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“What are you thankful for?” is a
question that is often asked
around the dinner table at the end
of this month. Many families have
a tradition when they are gathered
at Thanksgiving to each share
what they are thankful for. As we
look around at our fallen world, it
is easy to say we are thankful for
family, for friends, for a home to
live in and jobs that give us
income. It is also easy to be
thankful that we live in America
where we can be free to speak our
minds, pursue the career of our
choice, own guns if we want to,
and bacon on a regular basis. But,
there is something that we should
be thankful for, but I think we
often overlook it. We should be
thankful, and give thanks for
being set free from a life of sin.

As we give our lives to Christ, and
pledge to follow Him, we are
washed clean from all the things
we do to separate us from Him.
That’s what sin does, it separates
us from the One who created us.
So, as we are moving in to the
season of Thanksgiving, I urge you
to look at your life and see what
you can truly be thankful for. I
am thankful for family, friends,
friends who I consider family, and
the hope in an eternal future with
my Creator. I’m also thankful for
bacon and cheeseburgers, but
those don’t last nearly as long as
the rest of my list. I also want to
encourage you all to fill the air
with words of thanksgiving and
gratitude. The world is dark
enough without our complaining,
let’s add a little light to it!

KIM’S KORNER
Well it’s November… Another holiday season
is upon us and another year is getting ready to
come to a close. As tempting as it is to talk
about being thankful for all that we have, my
mind (or God) is taking me on a different path.
As so many of you know it has been a very
hard year for our family. We have experienced
several losses that have left some pretty big
holes in our lives. I realized in recent weeks
during conversations with friends that when
we lost Julia in February, something inside
shut down and I closed off my heart to the
dream I had held for so many years. Not
wanting to open myself up to that kind of pain
again I have just stopped talking about our
adoption for the most part. This morning as I
listened to Tony talk about being surrounded
in Prayer I felt convicted. Not only have I
stopped really talking about it...I have
stopped praying about it and just as
importantly I have stopped sharing and

seeking prayer
about it. We
have been going
through the
motions for
months getting
things done so
that we could in
fact make a 3rd
attempt at adoption, but not wanting to get
hurt again we try not to hope for what could
be. Somehow keeping it to ourselves makes
that easier. However, to find God’s healing
and to find encouragement and hope in the
situation we need to share! We need to GIVE it
over to God and we need to share it with our
family. As Tony said, God uses our family
many times to encourage and help us get
through the tough times and rejoice and
celebrate with us in the good times!
(Continued on page 2)
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scripture we
often quote
about being
THANKS VERSUS
thankful is Philippians 4:6.
ENTITLEMENT
“Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every
Being genuinely thankful is
situation, by prayer and
the best way to counter act
petition, with thanksgiving,
entitlement. I have been
present your requests to God.”
hearing the word “entitlement” This doesn’t tell us to ask, the
often these days. A definition
focus of the verse is not the
for entitlement I found online
“request” piece but the part of
is: “the belief that one is
verse that precedes the
inherently deserving of
“present your requests” part.
privileges or special
In our “entitlement” world, we
treatment.” When I was
even take God’s word to justify
younger, it was basically
being a “spoiled brat” and we
called being “a spoiled brat.”
focus on the “request” part of
The best remedy to entitlement this verse. However, the key to
is genuine gratitude. A
the verse is “Do not be

The Wolcott Word… by Rob
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anxious” and “thanksgiving.”
We usually get anxious
because we want something
and we are ungrateful when we
do not recognize how good we
have it. However, being
genuinely thankful is the best
way to cure entitlement. I
believe this is what Paul was
getting at in this verse to the
members of the church in
Philippi. If we are truly
grateful, if we realize how
good life really is and how
blessed we truly are,
entitlement goes away. So a
main encouragement from this
verse is that being genuinely
thankful is the best way to
counter act entitlement.

KIM’S KORNER
(Continued from page 1)

So with that, I will bring you up to speed! We are currently approved for and simply awaiting a
call (any day) for referral of a child from India! There have been some blessings through the
last months in that almost all for our paperwork from Poland transferred, and almost all of our
funds as well as our grant will also transfer! God has moved the process along with relatively
little effort on our part! We know that God has a child that is meant to join our family and that
it will all happen in his time! We just pray that it is His will that it happen soon!!! :) Thank
you church family for all the support you have given us through this process!!! It means more to
us that you could ever know!!!

THANKS
– BY KIRSTEN ALSDORF
What do you think of when you
hear November? Things like
turkey, stuffing, pumpkin pie?
I think about Giving Thanks.
We tend to focus on thanks
this one month of the year.
Not that we aren’t ever thankful at other times, but the
month of November is when we
spotlight thanks.
I have been thinking about being thankful, grateful, and appreciative a lot lately. It is
always easy to find fault with
something or someone and to
go on and on about what I
don’t like. But purposefully
being thankful and grateful
takes work.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 says,
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circum-

stances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.”
(NIV)
The message puts it
this way, “Be cheerful no matter what; pray all the time;
thank God no matter what
happens. This is the way God
wants you who belong to
Christ Jesus to live.
What I recognize the most
about these things, being
cheerful, praying and being
thankful, they need to be habits and when they become our
habits they also become contagious.
Can you imagine a school day
where everyone around you is
cheerful and gracious to each
other? Where people who love
Jesus pray about their day
(regularly) and then behave
like people who love Jesus?
What great days everyone
would have.

My challenge
for our November is to make
this verse our
motto for daily
living. If we
work on it
daily for the
month it will
become a habit
that influences
the rest of our
school year
and then our
life. Think of
all the people
that we will be
sharing Jesus
with just by
our actions!
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November
Sun
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Tue

Wed
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Sat

29

30

31

1
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20
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24

25

30

1

2

No YG
26

27

28

29

No YG

29th& 1st— We are going to take some time and watch an inspiring film called “Queen of Katwe” this week. The
trailer will be posted on the DCC Alive Student Ministries Facebook page if you want to check it out. The movie is 124
minutes long, so we will start very close to 6:30, try to not be late so you don’t miss the beginning. I am going to be
gone on Wednesday, but Kim and other adults will be around taking care of things.
5th — Dessert Auction. DCC is hosting a dessert Auction where the students will make and donate the desserts to be
auctioned off during a Pot-Luck lunch right after church. The proceeds from this auction will go to send Bibles to
Syria.
5th& 8th— This week is a “Personal Bible Study” week. You are going to look at 1 Samuel 15 and see how, even
though Saul’s was Israel’s first king, his reign as king comes to an end as he is rejected by God. Plan on reading he
section ahead of time to get familiar with it and the surrounding passages. I’ll have some questions and tips planned
to help you along. Make sure you bring your Bible this week.
12th & 15th— Clay Speas, a biologist for the Forest Service, will be our Guest Speaker this month to discuss Evolution
and being a Christian.
19th — 2 Kings 17 is where we land this week. We’ll look at the last king of Israel and how the nation was exiled
because of sin.
22nd & 26th— No Youth Group on Wednesday, the 22nd, and Sunday, the 26th. Enjoy the long Thanksgiving weekend
with your family.
29th— 2 Kings 17 is where we land this week. We’ll look at the last king of Israel and how the nation was exiled
because of sin.

WHAT’S HERE?
Maybe you get this newsletter each
month, but have no idea why. Well,
either your name got added to my
mailing list because you did
Elementary stuff with Ms. Kirsten, or
you have come to either Middle School
or High School stuff with me.
Whatever the reason, your getting this
newsletter each month to keep you
informed. If you have not joined us for
Youth Group, or other Youth
activities, I invite you to do that. High
School meets on Sunday evening from
6:30 to 9:00, and Middle School meets
on Wednesday evening from 6:30 to
8:30. We play games, sing a few
songs, and then look to God’s Word to
learn a little bit about His character
and who He is. So, join us on the
appropriate night and get to know
some other kids and have some fun
learning with us.

Are you creative? Do you like having
fun? Do you want to help, but don’t
know what to do? Then I may have just
the place for you to plug in. I need help
figuring out games for each week after
Youth Group. You don’t have to show up
all the time (although sometimes it
would be good). I really just need ideas
for games to play each week. The games
don’t have to be matched with any
certain themes, just fun activities we
can do as a group. So, if that sounds
like something you would like to help
me with, find my contact info at the
bottom of this page and let’s get
together.

Hey… Parents… Students… I have been putting this
invitation on here every month for the last 3 years and only
a couple of you have taken me up on it. So, here’s the deal:
You text me your order for lunch or coffee, and I’ll bring it
to you and we can chat about the weather (or whatever).
Ready? Go!
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