
Session 5 March 28, 2021

Jesus’ Arrest 
and Death

Mark 14:32–15:47
Story Summary
Jesus and his disciples were in the garden of Gethsemane. Jesus asked them to stay 

awake as he prayed. Th ey fell asleep. Soldiers and temple police came and arrested 

Jesus. Th ey took him to Caiaphas’ house and then to Pilate, the Roman governor. Th e 

crowds wanted to crucify Jesus; Pilate had his soldiers beat Jesus and put him on a 

cross. Jesus died. His friends asked for his body, wrapped it, and put him in a tomb.

Faith Link
Jesus is wrongly accused, mistreated, and killed.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 31 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Make copies of the “Roll and Chat” 
Prompts on page 93.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children and Songs for the Seasons 

• Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 (RP)
• “Roll and Chat” Prompts (p. 93)
• Spotlight Magazines 
• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player 

• Dice
• Pencils

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP). 
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–6 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• Jerusalem Map (RP)
• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 

Seasons

• CD or MP3 
player

• Seven candles 
or battery-
operated 
candles

• Cloth for cov-
ering candles 

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply 
lists on 
Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children  

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

RP=Resource Pack
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Prepare
Jesus’ Arrest and Death  
Mark 14:32–15:47
by Laura L. Brenneman

Today’s passage opens with Jesus praying in Gethsemane, following an intimate 

supper with his disciples and his prediction that they would all betray and aban-

don him. Soon Jesus will be arrested and calmly bear unbelievable suff ering. It may 

seem odd to study Jesus’ arrest and crucifi xion on Palm Sunday. Yet, if we focus only 

on the Sunday-to-Sunday texts, we move from the joyous welcome of Jesus as he 

enters Jerusalem to his resurrection, bypassing his suff ering and death completely.

In this moment of prayer, we see Jesus “distressed and agitated” saying, “I am 

deeply grieved, even to death.” Th is is a portrait of a very human Jesus. Jesus’ sleep-

ing disciples cannot keep a prayer vigil in spite of their teacher’s distress. And Jesus 

wonders if the cup of suff ering may be taken away from him. We can relate to the 

humanity in all these experiences and emotions.

In Mark, unexpected characters—even demons—sometimes speak the truth 

about Jesus (Mark 1:24; 3:11; 5:7). During his trials and crucifi xion, the people who 

harm Jesus also speak the truth about him. At his fi rst trial, the high priest asks, 

“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus answers directly, “I am,” 

because the high priest has spoken the truth. Th e council calls this blasphemy, and 

it is their reason for invoking the death penalty.

Jesus, however, predicts that they “ ‘will see the Son of Man seated at the right 

hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven,’ ” which combines words 

from Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13. Death will not stop what God is doing.

Jesus suff ers other jibes: Pilate’s and the soldiers’ mocking title, King of the Jews; 

the derision of passersby; and taunts from the chief priests and scribes to save him-

self. Ironically, they all serve to testify to Jesus’ true, yet veiled, power. Th roughout 

Mark, partial understanding has been a theme; but just as the curtain in the temple 

is torn in two, more is revealed. From the mouth of the enemy, a Gentile, the Roman 

centurion who has just participated in killing Jesus, comes the confession: “Truly 

this man was God’s son.”

It is hard to fi nd characters in Mark who are good models of discipleship. Th e 

disciples desert him at his arrest, and the one disciple who tries to stay near him 

while he is before the Jewish council emphatically denies him not once but three 

times. Th e male disciples do not show up again before the original ending of Mark 

(16:8) and the women who followed him watch his crucifi xion from a distance.

Mark’s point throughout seems to be that discipleship is hard, and the truths 

about God’s kingdom may be surprising to us. Even the most earnest, like Peter 

and the women, have shortcomings. Mark puts the challenge to us. What kind of 

character will you be? What kind of character do you have? We identify with Mark’s 

characters, but we are also supposed to move beyond their understanding. What 

will you do? It’s your move.

Th ink about your own journey of discipleship. Where are the rough patches, 

the dark valleys, the distractions that can keep you from moving forward? 

Who are the ones who have been there, even if from a distance, helping to 

guide you? 

Ever-present God, there are times when we feel alone or lost. Help us remember you 

are always with us even when we walk through the darkest valleys. Amen. 
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Connect
to Each Other
 Make a copy of the “Roll and Chat” Prompts on page 93 in this guide and place it 

so everyone can see it. Pass around a die and have children take turns rolling it 

and following the chart to share something about themselves with the group. Play 

until everyone has shared. 

For larger groups: Have children share in groups of four or fi ve. Make a copy of 

the “Roll and Chat” Prompts for each group, and make sure each group has a die.

to God
Today you will lead children in another prayer of lament. Prayers of lament are 

prayers we pray to express sadness, loss, or diffi  culties. Have children gather in a 

circle and name things that are hard for people in the world or your community, 

or name things that are causing specifi c people sadness and pain. For example, 

“God, we are sad because some people don’t have enough to eat,” or “God, I am 

worried because my friend is very sick.” After each lament is named, have every-

one raise their hands to the ceiling and say together:

When will things get better, God? Bring your peace!

Repeat several times, inviting children to name their laments.

Close by praying:

Please listen, Lord! Answer our prayers for help. We know you hear 

our prayers. Help us trust in your love and care. Amen.

Listen to or sing “Quiet Place” from Songs for the Seasons, track 8, or “Bring Your 

Peace” from Worship Songs for Children, track 9.

to the Bible
Invite one child to read the Bible memory passage aloud. Younger children can 

use page 2 of the Primary Leafl et to clap or pat rhythms to the words from the fi rst 

part of verse 7. Older children can solve the crossword puzzle on page 15 of Spot-

light. Th ey can use the Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 from the Resource Pack to 

help them as needed.

You willingly forgive, and your love is always there for those who 
pray to you. Please listen, Lord! Answer my prayer for help. When I 
am in trouble, I pray, knowing you will listen.

—Psalm 86:5–7 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
Sometimes as children grow older, 
they become less comfortable 
singing and responding to music. 
Set the tone by participating with 
enthusiasm yourself. Suggest a 
variety of ways for children to 
engage with songs, such as read-
ing the lyrics or coming up with 
worshipful body positions. Having 
everyone close their eyes can help 
children feel more comfortable 
responding to the music.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 31: “All Seems Lost”

Mark 14:32–15:47

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 6 as you lay out Cards 1–6, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

The Bible Story
Refer to the Jerusalem Map from the Resource Pack. Locate the Garden of 

Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, Herod’s Palace, and Golgotha. Read the perti-

nent information about those places from the Jerusalem Fact Sheet on page 92 in 

this guide. Invite one child to read the God’s Story prompt on page 153 in All of Us. 

Have children practice saying the words of Jesus.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Read today’s story from chapter 31 in one of the following 

ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the children in 

your group:

• “Read Together” version (pages 150–153): Choose two fl uent readers to 

read the plain text and the italic text. Ask other children to read the parts 

of Jesus, Judas, the high priest, the servant girl, Peter, and the Roman offi  -

cer. Have all children join in reading the words of the crowd and the words 

Jesus said on the cross.

• Illustrated version (pages 154–155): Before reading the story, light seven 

small candles. After reading the words under each illustration, spend a 

moment in silence and extinguish one candle. After the story, play “Quiet 

Place” from Songs for the Seasons, track 8, and cover the candles with a 

cloth to represent the cloth Jesus’ body was wrapped in.

Teaching Tip
This is a hard story full of betrayal, 
anger, pain, and death. It may 
be diffi  cult to discuss this story 
with children because of its many 
heavy emotions. We often are 
inclined to keep our conversations 
with children focused on easier 
and more positive topics. Remem-
ber that children also experience 
sadness, injustice, and betrayal. 
They understand feelings of loss, 
loneliness, and helplessness. They 
can connect to the themes in to-
day’s story, even if they don’t fully 
understand all that happened.
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 154, bottom illustration) I wonder why Jesus didn’t defend himself 

when people told lies about him.

• (Page 155, top left illustration) I wonder why Peter denied that he was a 

friend of Jesus.

• (Page 155, top right illustration) I wonder what it was like to hear the crowd 

shouting, “Crucify him!”

• (Page 155, bottom right illustration) I wonder why Joseph from Arimathea 

took care of Jesus’ body.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own expe-

riences. 

• Talk about a time you were scared. What helped you feel less scared?

• I wonder if anyone has ever told lies about you or said mean things to you.

• I wonder what you do when you are feeling sad.

• I wonder how the illustrations in this story make you feel.

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 150 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Teaching Tips
Some children may have already 
experienced death and grief. 
Listen to each child who wishes to 
share a story of grief, whether for a 
family member or a pet.

If you are not able to locate a copy 
of the book When Sadness Is at 
Your Door by Eva Eland, search 
on YouTube to fi nd a video of the 
book being read aloud.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 

Explore (Move): The songs listed 
in Media Connections could be 
played or sung while moving 
between prayer stations during the 
Move activity.

Media 
Connections
• Book: When Sadness Is at 

Your Door by Eva Eland
• Art: Agony in the Garden by 

Giovanni Bellini
• Songs: “Jesus, Remember 

Me” and “Stay with Me” by 
Taizé; “When Pain or Sorrow/
Hold On” by Adam M. L. 
Tice, performed by Joel Ross 
(YouTube)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Leafl et and Spotlight: Jesus went through a really diffi  cult, 

sad time. Younger children can use page 3 of the Primary 

Leafl et to think about how they can help someone who is sad. 

Older children can read “Are You the Messiah?” on page 23 of 

Spotlight Magazine. 

• Retell: Children can retell the story using the items collected 

in Explore (Move), or using the illustrated version of All of Us or 

page 1 of the Primary Leafl et as a guide.

Explore
Create
Create a brightly decorated 

cross using the tape resist 

technique. Copy the Cross Template 

found on page 94 of this guide onto 

card stock. Use painter’s tape to tape 

several lines across the cross. Have 

children use pieces of chalk dipped 

in water to “paint” the cross. Once 

the cross is dry, remove the tape. 

Th e places that were covered with 

tape will remain white. Have chil-

dren cut out their crosses and invite 

them to write words of lament in the 

white spaces.

Supplies
  Cross Template (p. 94) 

  Painter’s tape

  Chalk

  Small bowls of water

Move
Have children move 

between stations to collect 

items to remember today’s story. Set 

up fi ve areas with the items listed in 

Memory Stations on page  93 in this 

guide. Use the script provided and 

invite children to collect one item 

from each station and place it in their 

resealable bags to take home.

Supplies
  Memory Stations (p. 93)

  Flower petal or leaf, feather, 

brown or black markers, index 

cards, scraps of white fabric, 

stone or pebble (one of each 

per person)

  Resealable bags

Make Peace
When someone is in trou-

ble, sometimes we talk 

about “throwing them a rope.” Th is 

is sort of like throwing a rope to res-

cue someone who is drowning or 

has fallen in a hole. Have two volun-

teers hold the ends of a piece of rope 

(about 3 ft / 1 m long). Ask children to 

think about a time when things were 

hard or they were in trouble. Th en 

have them think of someone who 

helped in those times. Have children 

tie a ribbon to the rope to honor that 

person. Look at the rope together and 

thank God for people who help us 

through diffi  culties.

Supplies
  Rope, 3 ft / 1 m long

  Ribbons or strips of cloth, cut 

into 3–4 in / 7–10 cm lengths

Bless
Close by singing “Longing for Light” from Worship Songs for Children, track 12. Remind children that even though today’s 

story ends in sadness, next Sunday will be a celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. Pray:

Jesus, we know that you understand what it’s like to be treated unfairly. You know what it’s like to feel pain 

and sorrow. We know that you are with us all the time, even when we go through hard times. Be with us as 

we leave today and give us peace. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.
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