
Session 3 March 14, 2021

A Woman 
Anoints Jesus

Mark 14:3–9
Story Summary
During a meal at Simon’s house, a woman came to Jesus and poured expensive 

perfume on his head. Some at the table were angry, calling it a waste of money 

that could have been given to the poor. Jesus defended the woman, saying that 

she had anointed his body before his burial. He promised that the story of what 

she had done would be retold all over the world. 

Faith Link
Jesus welcomes extravagant love.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 29 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage. 

• Write a sample prayer of lament 
ahead of time using the steps in 
the “Writing a Lament” Guide on 
page 92.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 
(RP)

• Color Connections (p. 92)
• “Writing a Lament” Guide (p. 92)

• CD or MP3 
player

• Colored tooth-
picks or craft 
sticks

• Cup or bag

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice using the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP). 
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–4 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• Spotlight Magazines 

• Plastic  vase

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore 
page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children

• CD or MP3 
player

• Playground ball 
or beach ball

RP=Resource Pack
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Prepare
A Woman Anoints Jesus
Mark 14:3–9 
by Joan L. Daggett

We fi nd Jesus again in Bethany, a home base of sorts during the fi nal days of his 

ministry, at the home of Simon, a man previously healed of leprosy. While Mark 

does not name the people eating with Jesus, this account is a parallel to John’s 

story of a dinner with Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and the disciples. Th e names, how-

ever, are not important to Mark. What is important is the gift Jesus receives and 

his response to it.

While they eat, a woman comes to the table with an expensive jar of ointment, 

pure nard. What the woman does next astonishes the guests. She breaks open the 

jar and pours its entire contents on Jesus’ head. Th e sweet fragrance fi lls the room. 

Some of the guests begin to complain: “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 

For this ointment could have been sold . . . and the money given to the poor.” Th is 

jar of ointment could easily cost almost a year’s wages, so this was not a casual 

gesture on the woman’s part. But the guests begin to scold her.

Jesus objects to their attack on the woman’s generosity, telling them to leave 

her alone. What the guests see as waste, Jesus recognizes as a gift. He tells them 

that she has anointed his body for burial—a gift that will be remembered long 

after the fragrance is gone. Sure, he wants his friends to care for the poor, but 

Jesus also knows that he will not be on this earth much longer. Whether she knew 

it or not, at that moment, the woman recognized the value of Jesus’ presence and 

responded in love. He commends her for her act of extravagant love: “She has per-

formed a good service for me.”

Jesus’ appreciation of the woman’s gift calls to mind his teaching in the temple 

earlier in the week. While the value of the two gifts is very diff erent, Mark chooses 

to highlight Jesus’ recognition of two women who show love in extravagant ways. 

One woman is a widow who gives all that she has (Mark 12:41–44), and the oth-

er is a woman who gives perhaps the most valuable thing her family owns. Jesus 

commends both women as examples of giving from the heart. Th e widow’s gift 

contrasts with the pompous attitude of the religious elites who loudly drop their 

many coins in the off ering box. Th is woman’s extravagant gift of anointing con-

trasts with the stinginess of the other guests who seem not to recognize who is 

sitting in their midst. 

Often unseen and unappreciated, both the woman in today’s story and the 

widow at the temple are highlighted as examples of true discipleship in Mark’s 

Gospel—good news for these two women and all who live on the margins of society. 

Imagine being one of the disciples at the table. What might you have said 

or wondered in response to what the woman did? I wonder how long it had 

been since someone had shown Jesus the sort of extravagant care and love 

that the woman did. What act of extravagant love might Jesus desire from 

you today?

God, your good news is a story of extravagant love. Increase my love for you. Inspire 

me and make me bold in my loving actions. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Greet each person by name. After everyone has arrived, pass around a cup or bag 

of colored toothpicks or craft sticks and have each child choose one. Follow the 

Color Connections code on page 92 of this guide.

to God
Use the “Writing a Lament” Guide on page 92 of this guide to write a lament ahead 

of time. Gather children in a circle and remind them that prayers of lament are 

prayers we say to express sadness and loss. Invite children to name or think of 

something they feel sad about, either for themselves or for others. Tell children 

that God cares about our feelings and listens when we pray about our sadness or 

pain. Read the prayer of lament you wrote ahead of time to the children. Hand out 

a “Writing a Lament” Guide to each child. Guide the children in writing their own 

prayers of lament. If you have younger children, they may want to draw pictures or 

just think their prayer of lament instead of writing one.

Option: Many prayers of lament can be found in the book of Psalms. If you have 

time, read one of the Psalms of lament to your group.

Sing or listen to “Bring Your Peace” from Worship Songs for Children, track 9.

to the Bible
Refer to the Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 from the Resource Pack and read the 

passage together out loud. Set a beat for the children by clapping hands or tapping 

on the fl oor. Say the passage again, this time to the beat. Have children say it with 

you several times, then have them move to the beat around the room as they say 

the words.

You willingly forgive, and your love is always there for those who 
pray to you. Please listen, Lord! Answer my prayer for help. When I 
am in trouble, I pray, knowing you will listen.

—Psalm 86:5–7 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
If you have plain craft sticks, just 
add color with a marker in the 
middle of the sticks on one side. 
Larger groups can share in groups 
of two or three. If children need 
extra time to think, skip to the 
next person. 

Throughout each quarter, Connect 
to God includes spiritual practices 
that help children try diff erent 
types of prayers and ways of relat-
ing to God. These practices are the 
same for all age levels. Because 
everyone is learning the same 
practice each week, this allows 
churches and families to also par-
ticipate in these shared practices.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 29: “An Unexpected Gift”

Mark 14:3–9

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 4 as you lay out Cards 1–4, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

The Bible Story
Before reading the Bible story, read about nard on page 24 of Spotlight Magazine.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Read today’s story from chapter 29 in one of the following 

ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the children in 

your group:

• “Read Together” version (page 144): Have children seated at a table to 

act out the story. Provide a plastic decorative vase as a prop and have a 

volunteer play the part of the woman. Have another volunteer read the 

speaking part of Jesus. Th e rest of the group can read the disciples part 

together. Remind children to follow the text with their fi nger so they don’t 

get lost. Read the plain and italicized texts. 

• Illustrated version (page 145): Have volunteers take turns reading the 

sentences under each illustration. After reading the story, have children 

point to the faces in the illustrations that show happiness, sadness, and 

anger. What other emotions do the children see?

Teaching Tip
Some of the God’s Story and My 
Story questions make use of the 
illustrations in All of Us. This helps 
focus children’s attention and 
off ers a starting place for conver-
sation. Children may want to raise 
other questions based on the art, 
so follow their lead.
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• When the woman began pouring out the perfume some people were angry. 

I wonder how others responded.

• (Page 145, top right illustration) What do you see in the wom-

an’s expression?

• (Page 145, bottom right illustration) I wonder what the woman in this pic-

ture is feeling.

• I wonder how the disciples felt about the woman’s gift after Jesus spoke 

to them.

Invite one child to read the God’s Story prompt on page 144 in All of Us. Allow 

time for children to respond.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• Tell about a time someone was kind to you.

• I wonder if you have ever been scolded for wasting something.

• I wonder what gift you gave to someone. I wonder what made it special.

•  (Page 145, bottom right illustration) I wonder if anyone has ever told some-

one to leave you alone.

Teaching Tips
Over time you will discover what 
works well for the group. There 
are many options in each ses-
sion plan, so choose things that 
will be engaging for everyone. 
Include a balance of quiet and 
lively activities. Notice the learning 
styles of individuals, as well as the 
dynamics of the large group. Some 
activities may need to be longer or 
shorter to match the interests and 
needs of the children. 

Use media suggestions as a 
beginning point; media con-
nections come from a variety of 
sources and perspectives, and 
postings may change. Always pre-
view content before sharing with 
the group.

Media 
Connections
• Books: Kindness Is Cooler, 

Mrs. Ruler by Margery 
Cuyler; You Hold Me Up by 
Monique Gray Smith; Wash-
ing the Willow Tree Loon by 
Jacqueline Briggs Martin

• Songs: “Lament” by the 
Walking Roots Band; “To 
My Precious Lord” by Chung 
Kwan Park, performed as 
a demo for Voices Together 
(YouTube)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Watch: Show the demonstration video of “May God Bless You” 

found on the Extras page of the Shine website. Learn the mo-

tions and practice them together.

• Discover: Explore various fragrances. Choose a variety of 

fragrances, such as lighter smelling scents (vanilla, lavender), 

citrus fruit peels, unlit scented candles, and spices (cinnamon, 

cloves, allspice, basil, rosemary, oregano).

Explore
Create
Th e woman who anointed 

Jesus showed great love for 

Jesus by doing a good thing for him. 

Talk with children about ways they 

can do good things for God and for 

others. Give everyone a piece of blank 

paper and have them draw a large 

heart shape, fi lling the page. Divide 

the heart into three or four smaller 

sections. Children will write “God” 

in one of the sections, then write the 

names of two or three people who are 

in their heart (parent, sibling, friend, 

relative) in the other sections of the 

heart. Next to each name children 

can draw a picture for how to show 

love to the people in their heart. 

Supplies
  Paper

  Markers

Move
Th e world becomes a more 

peaceful place when we 

choose to show love rather than hate. 

Even though it made the religious 

leaders angry, Jesus did what he knew 

was right, and gave away his love to 

anyone and everyone. Th e woman 

caught Jesus’ love and tossed it right 

back to him!

Practice giving and receiving love 

as you toss a ball back and forth 

among the group. When you throw 

the ball, say “Peace be with you!” 

When you catch it, say “And also with 

you!” Include this activity as part of 

Bless, passing words of peace before 

closing with a song and prayer.

Supplies
  Playground ball or beach ball

Make Peace
Some of the disciples did 

not follow Jesus’ example 

of peace when they responded to the 

woman’s gift. On page 3 of the Primary 

Leafl et, they can complete the cross-

word puzzle. Solution: Across: 2. mad; 

4. stop; 5. vase. Down: 1. head; 3. love. 

Secret word: LOVE.

Older children can read about 

extravagant love on page  10 of Spot-

light. Talk about how extravagant love 

can create peace and spread God’s 

love. Make cards for leaders in your 

congregation. Write messages, such 

as “Th ank you for sharing your gifts,” 

“I’m so glad you are here!” or “You are 

loved by God.”

Supplies
For younger children 

  Primary Leafl ets

  Colored pencils or crayons 

For older children

  Spotlight Magazines

  Paper

  Art supplies

Bless
Practice giving and receiving love as you toss a ball back and forth among the group. When you throw the ball, say “Peace 

be with you!” When you catch it, say “And also with you!” 

Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15, as a closing song. Pray:

God, thank you for your endless love for us. Show us how to share love with others in extravagant ways. 

Bless each one of us and give us your peace. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.
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