
Week 3

A Woman Anoints Jesus
Mark 14:3–9

Story Summary
During a meal at Simon’s house, a woman came to Jesus and poured expensive 

perfume on his head. Some at the table were angry, calling it a waste of money 

that could have been given to the poor. Jesus defended the woman, saying that 

she had anointed his body before his burial. He promised that the story of what 

she had done would be retold all over the world.

Faith Link
Jesus welcomes extravagant love.

Bible Essay
by Joan L. Daggett

We fi nd Jesus again in Bethany, a home base of sorts during the fi nal days of his ministry, at the home of Simon, a man previ-

ously healed of leprosy. While Mark does not name the people eating with Jesus, this account is a parallel to John’s story of a 

dinner with Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and the disciples. Th e names, however, are not important to Mark. What is important is 

the gift Jesus receives and his response to it.

While they eat, a woman comes to the table with an expensive jar of ointment, pure nard. What the woman does next 

astonishes the guests. She breaks open the jar and pours its entire contents on Jesus’ head. Th e sweet fragrance fi lls the room. 

Some of the guests begin to complain: “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold . . . 

and the money given to the poor.” Th is jar of ointment could easily cost almost a year’s wages, so this was not a casual gesture 

on the woman’s part. But the guests begin to scold her.

Jesus objects to their attack on the woman’s generosity, telling them to leave her alone. What the guests see as waste, Jesus 

recognizes as a gift. He tells them that she has anointed his body for burial—a gift that will be remembered long after the 

fragrance is gone. Sure, he wants his friends to care for the poor, but Jesus also knows that he will not be on this earth much 

longer. Whether she knew it or not, at that moment, the woman recognized the value of Jesus’ presence and responded in 

love. He commends her for her act of extravagant love: “She has performed a good service for me.” 

Jesus’ appreciation of the woman’s gift calls to mind his teaching in the temple earlier in the week. While the value of the 

two gifts is very diff erent, Mark chooses to highlight Jesus’ recognition of two women who show love in extravagant ways. 

One woman is a widow who gives all that she has (Mark 12:41–44), and the other is a woman who gives perhaps the most 

valuable thing her family owns. Jesus commends both women as examples of giving from the heart. Th e widow’s gift con-

trasts with the pompous attitude of the religious elites who loudly drop their many coins in the off ering box. Th is woman’s 

extravagant gift of anointing contrasts with the stinginess of the other guests who seem not to recognize who is sitting in 

their midst. 

Often unseen and unappreciated, both the woman in today’s story and the widow at the temple are highlighted as exam-

ples of true discipleship in Mark’s Gospel—good news for these two women and all who live on the margins of society. 

Imagine being one of the disciples at the table. What might you have said or wondered in response to what Mary 

did?  I wonder how long it had been since someone had shown Jesus the sort of extravagant care and love that 

Mary did. What act of extravagant love might Jesus desire from you today?

God, your good news is a story of extravagant love. Increase my love for you. Inspire me and make me bold in my loving 

actions. Amen.
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Sing and Pray Read and Wonder

Read about nard on page 24 of Spotlight Magazine. Turn to chapter 29 in All of Us.

Choose one of the following ways to tell the Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (page 144): Choose two people to read the 

plain text and the italic text and one or two others to read bold print. 

When the woman pours the perfume, pass around a vial of perfume, 

cologne, or essential oils to smell.

• Illustrated version (page 145): Choose two people to act out the parts 

of Jesus and the woman and have the rest of the family be the friends hav-

ing dinner together. After acting out the story, have children point to the 

faces in the illustrations that show happiness, sadness, and anger.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• I wonder how Jesus felt as the woman anointed him.

• (Page 145, bottom right illustration) I wonder how the woman felt when 

Jesus told the others to leave her alone.

• I wonder why Jesus said the woman would always be remembered.

• Invite one person to read the God’s Story prompt on page 144. Allow time 

for everyone to respond.

• If you were going to give an extravagant gift to someone, what would 

it be?

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, perfume, cologne, or essential oils

Remind the family about the story 

of Jesus traveling to Jerusalem on a 

donkey. Sing “Hosanna Hurray” from 

Songs for the Seasons, track 7.

Play “Quiet Place,” track 8, as 

background music while you con-

tinue prayers of lament, the prayers 

we say to express sadness and loss. 

Invite each family member to name 

or think of something they feel sad 

about, either for themselves or for 

others. Tell children that God cares 

about our feelings and listens when 

we pray about our sadness or pain. 

Work together as a family to write a 

prayer of lament using the “Writing 

a Lament” Guide on page 16 of this 

guide. Read the lament aloud.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs 

for the Seasons, CD or MP3 player, 

“Writing a Lament” Guide (p. 16), 

paper, pencil

Read, Watch, Listen
Books: Washing the Willow Tree Loon by Jacqueline Briggs Martin; Kindness Is Cooler, Mrs. Ruler by Margery Cuyler; You Hold Me 
Up by Monique Gray Smith

Video: “Jesus Was Anointed with Oil” by Jess Manglicmot (YouTube), start at 0:45 and end at 2:28

Songs: “Lament” by the Walking Roots Band; “To My Precious Lord” by Chung Kwan Park, performed as a demo for the new Voices 
Together hymnal (YouTube)
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Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship 

Songs for Children, track 15. Read one 

of the Blessing Cards from page 8 of 

this guide.

Pray:

God, thank you for your endless 

love for us. Show us how to share 

love with others in extravagant 

ways. Bless each one of us and 

give us your peace. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week 

using ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the Early 

Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for Children, CD 

or MP3 player, Blessing Cards (p. 8)

Bless

Explore
Create
Th e woman who anointed Jesus showed great love for him. 

Have each person draw a large heart shape, fi lling a piece of 

paper. Divide the heart into three or four smaller sections. 

Write “God” in one section and the names of other peo-

ple (such as family members, friends, or neighbors) in the 

remaining sections. Draw a picture that represents some-

thing good you can do to express great love for God and for 

the people in each section. Choose one of those acts to do 

individually or as a family in the upcoming week.

Supplies: Paper, markers

Move
Even though it angered the religious leader, Jesus did what 

he knew was right, and gave away his love to anyone and 

everyone. Th e woman caught Jesus’ love and tossed it right 

back to him! Practice giving and receiving love as you toss 

a ball back and forth. When you throw the ball, say “Peace 

be with you!” When you catch it, say “And also with you!”

Supplies: Playground ball or beach ball

Make Peace
Talk together about how extravagant love can help spread 

peace. Create fancy cards of appreciation for leaders or 

others in your congregation who share their gifts with 

the church. Brainstorm ideas for card messages, such as 

“Th ank you for sharing your gifts,” “I’m so glad you are our 

pastor!” or “You are loved by God.”

Supplies: Paper, markers, art supplies

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story on 

page 1 of the Early Childhood Leafl et. 

Add vegetable oil to the scene on page 2. 

Complete “We Love You, God” on page 3.

Primary: Complete page 2 of the 

Primary Leafl et as you talk about 

how to make peace like Jesus did. 

Solve the crossword puzzle on 

page 3. Solution: Across: 2. mad; 4. 

stop; 5. vase. Down: 1. head; 3. love. 

Secret word: LOVE.

Older Elementary: Read about extrava-

gant love on page 10 of Spotlight Magazine.

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, pencils, vegetable oil, crayons
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Weeks 3–4
“Writing a Lament” Guide

Use the steps below to guide you in writing your own prayer of lament. The words in italics are some examples. 

1. Begin by choosing a way to address God. (God, Creator, Holy One) 

2. Tell God what is wrong or name something you are sad, angry, or upset about. (I am lonely; many people in the 

world don’t have enough to eat.) 

3. What do you want God to do? (Please help me make a new friend; give people what they need to live.) 

4. Express trust or gratitude. (I know you hear my prayers; thank you for caring for all people.) 

5. Ask for help with the thing you are sad or angry about. (Help me to know that you are with me; help me be generous 

to those in need.) 

6. Give praise to God. (God, you are always with me; you are a loving Parent who cares for everyone.) 
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