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Matthew 2:1–12

Story Summary
Wise men from the East asked King Herod where to fi nd the child who was born 

king of the Jews. Th e frightened king called his advisors and then sent the travel-

ers to search in Bethlehem, telling them to report back to him. Th e magi followed 

the star to the house where Jesus was. Th ey knelt down and off ered gifts. Being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went home a diff erent way.

Faith Link
We can honor Jesus.

Bible Essay
by Carrie Martens

Th e Gospel of Matthew off ers a very diff erent perspective and tone on the birth narrative than does Luke. Th e shift is palpable 

as shepherds in the fi eld are replaced with magi, and a manger is swapped out for gifts befi tting royalty. While Luke gives a 

clear sense of Jesus as one who will favor the poor, Matthew shows Jesus as future king and clear threat to the powers that be.

Matthew begins the Gospel with Jesus’ lineage, a reminder that he is in fact a descendant of King David. He also names 

Jesus as Messiah, which means “anointed.” Readers may recall the prophet Samuel anointing Saul and later David in order to 

inaugurate their reigns.8 Anointing was also a means to demonstrate divine favor. Matthew is clear that the infant Jesus is no 

ordinary infant, but a king of royal lineage and a Savior for the people of Israel.

When the magi set out in search of this new king they had no intention of visiting Herod. Th ey intended to pay homage, 

or give honor, to the child who had been born king of the Jews, not Herod. But they were summoned and so they went. One 

might think Herod was simply being paranoid. It is said that later in life he was apt to suspect treason around every corner 

and for good reason. Herod off ended the Jews often. He placed a statue of a Roman eagle over the temple gates and used 

disproportionate force to suppress riots.9 But Herod also knew that foreign countries often sent representatives to greet and 

off er gifts to new kings. Th is child could be a very real threat to his rule. Here Matthew sets up a tension between Herod—the 

king chosen by the Romans—and this new child—a king chosen by God.10

Th e magi eventually discover the child and are fi lled with joy. Warned in a dream, they do not return to Herod but go home 

by another road. Th ey honor Jesus with gifts as well as with protection. In the text that follows, an angel visits Joseph in a 

dream and tells him to take his small family and fl ee to Egypt. Herod is determined to destroy the child, and so Jesus and his 

parents become refugees. Tragically, the infants of Bethlehem bear the brunt of Herod’s anger.

Th e Gospel of Matthew reveals Jesus as king from the very beginning. Th e wise men choose to follow a star and to honor 

Jesus in this role. Th ose who encounter him thereafter, either in person or through scripture, are left to ponder that decision 

for themselves.

What does it mean for you to honor Jesus? Honoring Jesus put the wise men at odds with Herod and the ruling pow-

ers of the day. What impact might honoring Jesus have on your everyday life, particularly in relation to powers that 

don’t have the well-being of the vulnerable at heart?

God, you can do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. Help me to seek you in the stars and in the breadth and depth 

of your creation. Help me to see you in the face of every one of your children. Call me and equip me to honor your Son. Amen.
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Sing and Pray

You have come to the end of the sea-

son of Advent. Th rough the story of 

the magi we celebrate that Jesus is 

a gift for all the earth. Light all the 

candles in your Advent wreath. Hand 

a star or star ornament around the 

circle, with each person saying “Th e 

peace, hope, joy, and love of Christ 

for all the earth” to the next person 

before placing the star in the Advent 

wreath next to the Christ candle.

Sing or listen to “Great Big Love” 

or “Where Jesus Was” from Songs for 

the Seasons, tracks 5 and 6.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs for 

the Seasons (CD or download), CD 

or MP3 player, Advent wreath, star 

made of construction paper or a star 

ornament

Read and Wonder

Turn to chapter 18 in All of Us. Have someone read the God’s Story prompt on 

page 106. Older children can share about the magi from page 23 of Spotlight. 

Choose one of the following ways to tell the Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (pages 106–107): Read the italicized and 

plain text. Have volunteers read the bold text for the wise men and Herod. 

Using blankets, designate one area in the room for the East, one for 

Jerusalem, and one for Bethlehem. As you read, move together from place 

to place as indicated in the story, beginning in the East.

• Illustrated version (pages 108–109): Take turns reading the sentences 

under each illustration, or read the entire story yourself. Have children 

keep an eye out for the star, the three gifts, and Jesus in the illustrations.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• (Page 109, top left illustration) Imagine traveling at night using a star to 

guide your way.

• (Page 109, top right illustration) I wonder how Mary felt when the wise 

men gave Jesus gifts.

• Whom would you travel a long way to see?

• Invite one person to read the My Story prompt on page 107 in All of Us. 

Allow time for everyone to respond.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, Spotlight Magazine, three blankets

Read, Watch, Listen
Book: Home by Another Way by Barbara Brown Taylor

Art: Journey of the Magi by James Tissot

Video: “Christmas Sand Drawing – Matthew 2:1–16” from the Sand Bible (YouTube), stop at 2:05

Song: “The Angel’s Song” by The Walking Roots Band (YouTube)
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Sing or listen to “Where Jesus Was” from Songs for the 

Seasons, track 6.

Pray:

Bless us, God, with Christmas 

peace, hope, joy, and love this 

week. Enough to share, enough to 

keep. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week using 

ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the 

Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Explore
Create
Create Epiphany Stars using the pattern and instructions 

page 22. Older children can also try spice painting using 

the instructions on page 30 of Spotlight. Use old spices or 

buy inexpensive spices at a discount or bulk food store.

Supplies: Spotlight Magazines (optional), Epiphany Stars 

(p. 22), white paper, crayons, cotton balls, bowl of oil, 

paper towels, hole punch, string, items for spices painting 

(optional)

Move
Even with a star to guide them, the magi had to search for 

Jesus before they found him in Bethlehem. Create a scaven-

ger hunt to fi nd a star-themed item or treat. Make as many 

clues as you would like. Here are a few to get you started:

• Go to a place where people hang their coats

• Do you need to keep something cold? A jug of 

milk or a bag of apples? Look here!

• It’s bedtime—where do you go to brush 

your teeth?

Supplies: Paper, scissors, marker, star-themed item 

or treat

Discover
Explore the fragrances of diff erent spices and oils. Each 

person can choose three favorite scents and share why they 

like them. Option: Place fragrances on cotton balls for peo-

ple to smell. Scent suggestions: spices or herbs such as cin-

namon, nutmeg, ginger, cloves, vanilla, rosemary, oregano; 

essential oils such as lavender, various fruits, eucalyptus, 

peppermint, pine. Be mindful of any allergies.

Supplies: Spices, essential oils, cotton balls (optional)

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story from 

page 1 in the Early Childhood Leafl et. 

Complete “Follow the Star” on page 2 

and pray for people everywhere as you 

color the world on page 3.

Primary: Share the story from page 

1 in the Primary Leafl et. Complete 

the “Follow the Star!” Maze on page 

3. Challenge yourself to put the Bible 

verse in the correct order on page 2.

Older Elementary: Pause for Advent 

prayers on page 6 in Spotlight. Read page 

12 to learn about Th ree Kings’ Day and 

how it is celebrated. Make handmade 

cards to honor people in your congregation or community. 

Ideas for messages or blessings can be found on page 19.

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, crayons, pencils, supplies to make cards

Bless
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Week 5

Epiphany Stars
Print and cut out each circle to create Epiphany Stars in Explore (Create).

Use crayons to color darkly in each space. Flip the circle over and place on a paper towel. Using a cotton ball, dab a small 

amount of oil on the back, saturating the paper for a stained glass look. Too much oil can make the paper tear. Sandwich the 

paper between paper towels to absorb excess oil. Punch a hole and attach a string to hang in a window. Th e sun’s rays can 

remind you of the magi’s journey to fi nd Jesus.

www.ShineCurriculum.com 22 Shine at Home: Winter 2020–21




