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Jesus’ Ascension

Acts 1:1–11
Story Summary
After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to his disciples at diff erent times over 

40 days and spoke about the kingdom of God. He told them to wait in Jerusalem 

for the Holy Spirit to come and to spread his message to the ends of the earth. 

Th en he ascended into heaven. Two men in white robes appeared, reassuring the 

disciples that Jesus would come back in the same way he had gone to heaven. 

Faith Link
Jesus prepares his followers to share the good news.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 33 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage. 

• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons 

• Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 
(RP)

• “Roll and Chat” Prompts (p. 93)
• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

• Dice
• Scissors
• Glue sticks
• Paper
• Crayons or 

colored pencils

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP).
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story. 

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–10 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore page. 

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons  

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

RP=Resource Pack
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Prepare
Jesus’ Ascension 
Acts 1:1–11
by Michael McKeever

It is commonly understood that the writer of the Gospel of Luke also authored the 

book of Acts. As Luke begins this second volume, he sets the stage for God’s people 

to take on an outward and inclusive mission. Luke is the only Gospel writer to tell 

the story of Jesus’ ascension to heaven. In fact, because Acts overlaps chronolog-

ically with the end of Luke’s Gospel, Luke narrates the ascension twice. From the 

perspective of Luke-Acts, the ascension is the center of the story, and indeed, the 

focus of history as well. 

Jesus’ ascension takes place on the Mount of Olives, the place where Jesus strug-

gled in prayer before his suff ering and death, also known as the passion (see Luke 

22:39–46). Jesus’ ascension to heaven signifi es his triumph and vindication, and 

underscores his position as universal Lord. Salvation in all its fullness may now be 

proclaimed to all peoples in his name. 

Th e preparatory nature of Acts 1 points to the role and signifi cance of the 12 

apostles in Luke’s two volumes. Like the 12 tribes of Israel, the 12 apostles are rep-

resentatives of a new people of God. Although individual apostles, such as Peter, do 

come into their own in Acts, the 12 as a whole do not play a prominent role. Still, their 

symbolic function helps us to understand God’s purpose as the story progresses. 

When Peter speaks, he speaks as a representative of the new leaders of God’s people 

and, like Jesus, he will encounter opposition from the Jewish leadership. 

Because of the symbolic signifi cance of the 12 apostles, the death of Judas means 

that he must be replaced. In verses 15–26, Peter states that the replacement must be 

one of those who accompanied Jesus and the apostles from the time of Jesus’ bap-

tism to his ascension. Two qualifi ed candidates are selected, and Matthias is chosen 

by lot. Matthias is never again mentioned in Acts, but his selection completes this 

symbolic number and reconstitutes the 12 before the new era arrives at Pentecost.

 Some have suggested that this book, the “Acts of the Apostles” be called “Acts 

of the Holy Spirit.” Th e Holy Spirit plays a signifi cant role in the opening of Acts. In 

chapter 1, this role is emphasized in the past, present, and future as David, Jesus, 

and Peter are all characterized as having spoken by the Spirit. In verse 8, Jesus tells 

the disciples that they will receive the Spirit and move out from Jerusalem. Th e 

Spirit will also play the key role in affi  rming and expanding the Christian mission. 

To experience the Spirit is to be immersed in and empowered by God’s very pres-

ence. Unlike the exclusive holiness symbolized by the Jerusalem temple, where cer-

tain people were kept from direct access to God, God’s presence through the Spirit 

is inclusive. Th e work of the Spirit begins in Jerusalem and moves outward. As Luke’s 

second volume unfolds, we shall see that the mention of going out “to the ends of 

the earth” in Acts 1:8 does not merely speak of journeying across physical distance. 

It speaks more broadly of crossing cultural and social boundaries for God’s sav-

ing purpose. 

How can we encourage one another to wait upon the Spirit? How can you 

help children and youth create spaces for refl ection and prayer?  Where do 

you you see the Spirit moving in new places and crossing boundaries today?

Holy Spirit, come and work through me as I teach. Help me to watch for your move-

ment in new ways and in new places. Amen.  
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Connect
to Each Other
Make a copy of the “Roll and Chat” Prompts on page 93 in this guide and place it 

so everyone can see it. Pass around a die and have each child take turns rolling it. 

Th en have them follow the chart to share something about themselves with the 

group. Play until everyone has shared. 

For larger groups: Separate children into groups of four or fi ve. Make a copy of 

the “Roll and Chat” Prompts for each group, and make sure each group has a die.

to God
Sing or listen to “We Give Th anks” from Songs for the Seasons, track 2. Lead chil-

dren in off ering praise to God through a coloring/journaling prayer. Have younger 

children turn to page 4 of the Primary Leafl et, and give older children a piece of 

paper. Allow everyone to pick a few crayons or colored pencils. Invite everyone to 

get comfortable and say:

Slowly breathe in and out. As you breathe in, quietly think, “I praise 

you God.” As you breathe out, tell God something you are thankful for. 

(Spend a few moments in silence as you breathe in and out.) Now, quietly 

write or draw on your paper something you are thankful for. (Spend a 

few moments in silence.)

God, we come to you today with thankful hearts. You have created so 

many wonderful things in the world. You surround us with your love. 

Give us hearts that praise you. Amen.

to the Bible
Today is the last day to practice the Bible memory passage from Psalm 86. Have 

everyone face the Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 from the Resource Pack with 

their eyes closed. Recite the verses aloud together. If children get stuck they can 

open their eyes to check on words and then close them again. Do this several 

times. Praise children for what they have memorized, whether it is one phrase or 

all three verses.

Younger children can also work on page 3 of the Primary Leafl et. 

You willingly forgive, and your love is always there for those who 
pray to you. Please listen, Lord! Answer my prayer for help. When I 
am in trouble, I pray, knowing you will listen.

—Psalm 86:5–7 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
Throughout this quarter a variety 
of Bible memory activities are sug-
gested. Keep in mind that some 
activities will work better for your 
group than others. Some children 
need to move, others prefer music 
and rhythm activities, and some 
learn best by seeing and holding 
the words in their hands. If your 
group enjoyed an activity from a 
previous session, consider using 
that activity again.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



The Bible Story
Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version uses 

text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated retelling 

of the story. Before reading the story, have one of the children read the God’s Story 

prompt on page 158 to the group. Read today’s story from chapter 33 in one of 

the following ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the 

children in your group:

• “Read Together” version (pages 158–159): Have volunteers read the 

speaking parts in bold text of Jesus and the two men in white. Another 

volunteer can be the narrator (plain text). Have the rest of the group be the 

apostles and act out their reactions to what happens in the story.

• Illustrated version (pages 160–161): Have children take turns reading 

the story under each illustration. Invite children to fi nd and point to Jesus 

in each of the illustrations on page 160. After the story, discuss what Jesus 

is doing in each of these illustrations.

Chapter 33: “Go into the World”

Acts 1:1–11

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 10 as you lay out Cards 1–10, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

Teaching Tip
This story could bring up feelings 
of loss for children missing loved 
ones who have died or who live far 
away. Off er space for children to 
name important people who have 
gone away and acknowledge the 
feelings of sadness that arise when 
people we love are not with us.
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 160, top left illustration) Imagine what it was like to talk to Jesus after 

he had risen from the dead.

• I wonder what Jesus and the apostles did together during those 40 days.

• (Page 161, top illustration) I wonder what it was like to see Jesus taken up 

into a cloud.

• I wonder who the two men dressed in white clothes were.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• Tell about a time when you had to say goodbye to someone.

• I wonder if you have ever had to wait for a surprise.

• (Page 161, bottom right illustration) Who are some people you can 

pray with?

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 159 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Media 
Connections
• Book: Waiting Is Not Easy by 

Mo Willems
• Art: Ascension in The 

Ethiopian Jesus Collection 
and Book by Robin Joyce 
Miller; Ethiopian Orthodox 
Ascension Icon

• Video: “Jesus’ Ascension” by 
Saddleback Kids (YouTube), 
start at 1:53 and end at 2:30

• Song: “The Ascension with 
Lyrics (Phil Wickham)” 
posted by Pastor Madeline 
(YouTube)



Explore

O T H E R  I D E A S
• Discover: In today’s story, Jesus ascended into the clouds right 

in front of the disciples. Go outside and read the Bible story 

again as children look at the clouds above. Imagine Jesus rising 

into the clouds.

• Leafl et and Spotlight: Younger children can color in the letters 

for Ascension on page 4 of the Primary Leafl et. Older children 

can learn diff erent ways of saying “goodbye” on page 29 of Spot-

light Magazine and solve the puzzle at the bottom of the page.

Create
Have children make mar-

bled cloud pictures to re-

mind them that Jesus ascended into 

the clouds. Place a palm-size amount 

of shaving cream on the table in front 

of each child. Invite them to add 2–3 

drops of blue food coloring to the 

shaving cream. Mix the coloring into 

the shaving cream with fi ngers or 

craft sticks until it looks like a cloud. 

Have children wash their hands, then 

return to their “cloud” and place a 

piece of white card stock on top of 

their cloud creation. Press gently and 

remove. Allow pictures to dry fl at. 

Children can clean their area with a 

wet sponge or paper towel.

Supplies
  Shaving cream (not gel)

  Blue food coloring

  White card stock

  Craft sticks (optional)

  Smocks

  Sponge and paper towels

Move
Th e disciples had to learn 

to work together and listen 

to each other after Jesus left. Have 

children play a cooperation game 

with a sheet and a beach ball. Use 

a fl at sheet to bounce a beach ball 

using shaking and pulling actions to 

move the ball while also keeping it on 

the sheet. Suggest challenges, such as 

shake the sheet quickly, bounce the 

ball three times, and move the ball 

around in a circle. Children will have 

to work together and listen to keep 

the ball on the sheet.

For smaller groups: Have children 

pair up with large towels and try to 

bounce the ball from one towel to 

the other.

Supplies
  Flat sheet

  Beach ball

  Towels ( for smaller groups)

Make Peace
In this story, Jesus leaves 

the disciples but promises 

that they will receive power from the 

Holy Spirit. Th e disciples are about 

to begin a new way of relating to Je-

sus. Talk together about ways we re-

main in touch with people who are 

far away or people we can’t visit in 

person. Ask children to think about 

new ways they connected with oth-

ers when the coronavirus pandemic 

began and they couldn’t get together 

with friends. Ask children to write a 

letter or draw a picture for a friend or 

relative who is far away, or for some-

one who lives nearby but they don’t 

get to see very often.

Supplies
  Paper

  Pencils or pens

  Markers

Bless
Close your time together by listening to and singing “Rise” from Songs for the Seasons, track 9. Pray:

God, teach us to pray and help us to recognize the power of your Holy Spirit. Like Jesus prepared the disci-

ples, prepare us to share the good news of your love with others. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.
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