
Week 7

Jesus’ Ascension
Acts 1:1–11

Story Summary
After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to his disciples at diff erent times over 

40 days and spoke about the kingdom of God. He told them to wait in Jerusalem 

for the Holy Spirit to come and to spread his message to the ends of the earth. 

Th en he ascended into heaven. Two men in white robes appeared, reassuring the 

disciples that Jesus would come back in the same way he had gone to heaven. 

Faith Link
Jesus prepares his followers to share the good news.

Bible Essay
by Michael McKeever

It is commonly understood that the writer of the Gospel of Luke also authored the book of Acts. As Luke begins this second 

volume, he sets the stage for God’s people to take on an outward and inclusive mission. Luke is the only Gospel writer to tell the 

story of Jesus’ ascension to heaven. In fact, because Acts overlaps chronologically with the end of Luke’s Gospel, Luke narrates 

the ascension twice. From the perspective of Luke-Acts, the ascension is the center of the story, and indeed, the focus of history 

as well. 

Jesus’ ascension takes place on the Mount of Olives, the place where Jesus struggled in prayer before his suff ering and death, 

also known as the passion (see Luke 22:39–46). Jesus’ ascension to heaven signifi es his triumph and vindication, and under-

scores his position as universal Lord. Salvation in all its fullness may now be proclaimed to all peoples in his name. 

Th e preparatory nature of Acts 1 points to the role and signifi cance of the 12 apostles in Luke’s two volumes. Like the 12 

tribes of Israel, the 12 apostles are representatives of a new people of God. Although individual apostles, such as Peter, do come 

into their own in Acts, the 12 as a whole do not play a prominent role. Still, their symbolic function helps us to understand God’s 

purpose as the story progresses. When Peter speaks, he speaks as a representative of the new leaders of God’s people and, like 

Jesus, he will encounter opposition from the Jewish leadership. 

Because of the symbolic signifi cance of the 12 apostles, the death of Judas means that he must be replaced. In verses 15–26, 

Peter states that the replacement must be one of those who accompanied Jesus and the apostles from the time of Jesus’ baptism 

to his ascension. Two qualifi ed candidates are selected, and Matthias is chosen by lot. Matthias is never again mentioned in 

Acts, but his selection completes this symbolic number and reconstitutes the 12 before the new era arrives at Pentecost.

 Some have suggested that this book, the “Acts of the Apostles” be called “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” Th e Holy Spirit plays a signif-

icant role in the opening of Acts. In chapter 1, this role is emphasized in the past, present, and future as David, Jesus, and Peter 

are all characterized as having spoken by the Spirit. In verse 8, Jesus tells the disciples that they will receive the Spirit and move 

out from Jerusalem. Th e Spirit will also play the key role in affi  rming and expanding the Christian mission. 

To experience the Spirit is to be immersed in and empowered by God’s very presence. Unlike the exclusive holiness symbol-

ized by the Jerusalem temple, where certain people were kept from direct access to God, God’s presence through the Spirit is 

inclusive. Th e work of the Spirit begins in Jerusalem and moves outward. As Luke’s second volume unfolds, we shall see that the 

mention of going out “to the ends of the earth” in Acts 1:8 does not merely speak of journeying across physical distance. It speaks 

more broadly of crossing cultural and social boundaries for God’s saving purpose. 

How can we encourage one another to wait upon the Spirit? How can you help children and youth create spaces for 

refl ection and prayer?  Where do you see the Spirit moving in new places and crossing boundaries today?

Holy Spirit, come and work through me as I teach. Help me to watch for your movement in new ways and in new places. Amen.  
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Sing “Rise” from Songs for the Seasons, track 9. Read one of 

the Blessing Cards from page 8 of this guide.

Pray:

God, teach us to pray and help us 

to recognize the power of your 

Holy Spirit. Like Jesus prepared 

the disciples, prepare us to share 

the good news of your love with 

others. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week using 

ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the 

Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs for the 

Seasons, CD or MP3 player, Blessing 

Cards (p. 8)

Explore
Create
Make marbled cloud pictures to remember that Jesus 

ascended into the clouds. Place a palm-size amount of 

shaving cream on the metal baking sheet or dinner plate. 

Add two or three drops of blue food coloring. Mix with your 

fi ngers or a spoon until it looks like a cloud. Place a piece of 

white card stock on top of the cloud creation. Press gently 

and remove. Allow pictures to dry fl at.

Supplies: Metal baking sheet or dinner plate, shaving 

cream (not gel), blue food color, spoon (optional) white 

card stock

Move
Bend your head back as far as possible, looking directly 

up. Complete tasks without changing this pose, like walk-

ing around furniture, taking your shoes off  and putting 

them on, or stacking blocks. How much harder is it to do 

these activities while looking up? Why do you think the 

messengers told the disciples to stop staring at the sky? 

Of the things that Jesus asked them to do, what might the 

disciples have been unable to do if they kept on staring at 

the sky?

Supplies: Blocks

Make Peace
Jesus left the disciples. Th eir way of relating changed. How 

do you remain in touch with people who are far away or 

people you can’t visit in person? Write letters or draw pic-

tures for a friend or relative who is far away, or for someone 

who lives nearby but you don’t get to see often.

Supplies: Paper, pencils, markers

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story on 

page 1 of the Early Childhood Leafl et. On 

page 2, learn how to say “Jesus loves you” 

in various languages. Share that message 

with others on page 3.

Primary: Cut out the shapes at the 

bottom of page 3 in the Primary 

Leafl et. Glue them on the matching 

shapes at the top. Th en read the Bible 

memory passage.

Older Elementary: Learn diff erent 

ways of saying “goodbye” on page 29 of 

Spotlight Magazine and solve the puzzle 

at the bottom of the page.

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, pencils, scissors, glue sticks

Bless
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