
Week 2

Jesus in the Temple
Mark 12:41–44

Story Summary
Jesus entered the temple and saw people buying and selling things. He overturned 

the tables and sent away the merchants, calling for the temple to be a house of 

prayer for all nations. Later, Jesus spotted a widow off ering two tiny coins worth 

a penny into the temple treasury. Jesus told his disciples that this poor woman 

had put in more than anyone else because while they had given out of their abun-

dance, she had given all she had.

Faith Link
Jesus shows us what true worship is.

Bible Essay
by William Abshire 

Jesus has entered Jerusalem, and the people have welcomed him joyously. He is pictured both in humility—riding a colt—and 

as royalty—as the one who will restore David’s kingdom. Having observed the goings-on in the temple, he acts with intention 

when he returns to Jerusalem the next day. Jesus may have been angry in making a scene at the temple, but Mark says noth-

ing about his emotions. Th e point is what Jesus does and says. 

Th e temple building, just larger than a football fi eld, sat on a much larger platform, almost 35 acres. Jesus’ entering “the 

temple” refers to entering part of the platform, not the temple building itself. Th e Sadducean priesthood licensed merchants 

to sell sacrifi cial animals and exchange currency for the Jewish worshipers there on that platform. Pagan coinage, with 

idolatrous images and inscriptions, needed to be exchanged for coins acceptable as temple payments. Th e doves that Mark 

mentions were the typical sacrifi cial off erings for people who were poor. 

While dove-vendors and money-traders may have cheated their customers, we can assume that Jesus also opposed the 

very existence of their practices within the temple precincts. Mark also says that Jesus was teaching and quoting scripture 

about the temple as a “house of prayer” (Isaiah 56:7) and about the temple having become a “den of robbers” (Jeremiah 7:11). 

Mark’s Greek word translated here as “robbers” is actually the word for “bandits,” which has the meaning of a criminal. Jesus 

is likely directing his accusations against the powerful authorities behind the practices rather than simply against the cus-

tomers and vendors. 

After his dramatic action at the temple, Jesus returns there to teach. Th e authorities are afraid to stop him because of his 

popularity. Instead, they attack his authority and ask questions to trap him. Th e crowds are entertained by the spectacle of 

Jesus besting the scribes. Jesus then tells the crowd to beware of the scribes, who he says are ostentatious in their dress and 

want people to defer to them. Th ey seek privileges at public events. Th ey are greedy and exploit widows. Yet they try to appear 

holy by saying long prayers. Th ese ideas lead Jesus to his next teaching. 

Jesus sits opposite a deposit box for money off ered to the temple. He watches many rich people make large off erings. 

Th en he sees a poor woman approach. He either knows her as a widow or assumes she is because of her appearance and 

because she, not a man, is making the temple donation. Th e woman deposits two coins of the smallest denomination in use 

at the time. 

Jesus tells his disciples that her donation is greater than anyone else’s. Th e rich donated part of their excess. Th e woman 

donated from her meager livelihood. Mark’s Greek wording in verse 44, translated as “all she had to live on,” literally means 

“her whole life.” In so doing, her sincere devotion counters the public swagger and scriptural pettiness of the scribes. 

Jesus was clearly upset by what he saw taking place in the temple. What are some things God’s people should be 

upset about today? What spiritual practices can give our children and youth the inner power to speak out or take 

action? As you teach, pause to recognize the small gifts that your children and youth off er to you and to God.

God, may generosity overfl ow in aff ection, time, and encouraging words as I teach today. Amen.
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Sing and Pray

Turn to chapter 28 in All of Us. Read the God’s Story prompt on page 141 before 

reading. Choose one of the following ways to read the Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (pages 140–141): Choose someone to read 

the plain text, one to read the italic text, and one to read Jesus’ words. Use 

chairs or other props to set up a space to represent the temple. Act out 

the story while reading.

• Illustrated version (pages 142–143): Take turns reading the sentences 

under each illustration. Give each family member several coins to drop in 

a metal bowl when reading about the rich people. Th en quietly place two 

coins into another bowl when reading about the poor widow.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• (Page 142, top illustration) I wonder what Jesus is thinking and feeling.

• Th e temple leaders tried to bully Jesus. How do you respond when others 

are mean to you?

• (Page 143, bottom illustration) I wonder how God took care of the woman 

who gave everything she had.

• What does this story tell us about worshiping God?

• Invite one person to read the My Story prompt on page 140. Allow time 

for everyone to respond.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, chairs, coins, two bowls

Remind the family about last week’s 

story of Jesus traveling to Jerusalem 

on a donkey. Sing “Hosanna Hurray!” 

from Songs for the Seasons, track 7.

While last week’s story was joy-

ful, today’s story has a more serious 

tone. Play “Quiet Place,” track 8, as 

background music as you intro-

duce a prayer of lament and confes-

sion. Prayers of lament are prayers 

we say to express sadness and loss. 

Prayers of confession are prayers 

we say to tell God why we are sorry. 

Confession may include telling God 

about when we have acted in ways 

that were wrong or harmful, as well 

as times when we haven’t acted to 

help others but could have. Reassure 

children that God promises to for-

give us when we are truly sorry and 

that God loves us no matter what.

Pray:

God, we confess that we 

don’t always follow Jesus 

in our words and actions. 

Please forgive us. Amen.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs for 

the Seasons, CD or MP3 player

Read and Wonder

Read, Watch, Listen
Books: Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts; Four Feet, Two Sandals by Karen Lynn Williams and Khadra Mohammed; Louis I, King of 
the Sheep by Olivier Tallec

Art: The Widow’s Mite by James C. Christensen

Video: “The Widow’s Off ering” by the Global Gospel (YouTube)

Song: “Open the Eyes of My Heart” by Michael W. Smith (YouTube)
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Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, 

track 15. Read one of the Blessing Cards from page 8 of 

this guide.

Pray:

God, thank you for loving us and 

letting us share our feelings and 

emotions with you. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week using 

ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the 

Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship Songs 

for Children, CD or MP3 player, Blessing 

Cards (p. 8)

Bless

Explore
Move
Print and cut out the slips from Make Your Choice on 

page 12 in this guide. Make a path through the house that 

has several “stops” along the way. Post one of the slips at 

each stop. Give each family member ten coins and travel 

the path. Stop at each sign and make a choice about how 

to spend the coins. Th ere is one stop that doesn’t allow a 

choice (pay taxes).

Supplies: Make Your Choice (p. 12), construction paper, 

glue stick, 10 coins per person (pennies or plastic), cups 

for coins

Make Peace
Jesus was angry because people were doing business in 

the temple rather than worshiping God. Th ey were taking 

advantage of people who were coming to worship. Talk 

about things your family sees that are wrong or unfair 

today. Begin with personal examples and then move to 

larger injustices in the world, like some people not having 

shelter or enough to eat, refugees fl eeing war and violence, 

some schools having lots of supplies while others have 

none, and so on.

Retell
Reenact the story using the illustrated version of All of 

Us as a guide. Use props and dress-up clothes to enhance 

the experience. 

Option: Work together to create a modern-day retelling 

of the story.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, props, dress-up 

clothes

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story on 

page 1 of the Early Childhood Leafl et. 

Complete page 3 as you talk about acts 

of kindness.

Primary: Color and cut out the box 

template on page 3 of the Primary 

Leafl et. Assemble with tape. Cut out 

the hearts on page 3. Place the hearts 

in the box and talk about a way for 

everyone to give something special 

to someone they love.

Older Elementary: Solve the puzzle 

on page 33 to discover what Jesus said 

about giving.

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, pencils, crayons, scissors, tape
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Week 2
Make Your Choice

Print and cut out slips. Glue them to pieces of construction paper to make signs for each stop during Explore (Move).
Copy and cut out slips. Glue them to pieces of construction paper to make signs for each stop.

Make Your Choice #1

Live in a house = 3 coins               OR               Live in a tent = 1 coin

THEN

Hop on one foot to the next stop or give two friends a fist bump.

Make Your Choice #2

Buy chips and cookies = 2 coins               OR               Buy fruits and vegetables = 3 coins

THEN

Act like your favorite animal to the next stop.

NO CHOICE

PAY TAXES = 2 coins

THEN

Do five jumping jacks or count to ten.

Make Your Choice #3

Buy a bed = 2 coins               OR               Buy a sleeping bag = 1 coin

THEN

Touch your toes ten times or tap your head and rub your tummy at the same time.

Make Your Choice #4

Place any remaining coins in one or more areas.

Buy a toy               OR               Save coins               OR               Give to church

Make Your Choice #4

Place any remaining coins in one or more areas.

Buy a toy               OR               Save coins               OR               Give to church

Make Your Choice #3

Buy a bed = 2 coins               OR               Buy a sleeping bag = 1 coin

THEN

uch your toes ten times or tap your head and rub your tummy at the same t

NO CHOICE

PAY TAXES = 2 coins

THEN

Do five jumping jacks or count to ten.

Make Your Choice #2

chips and cookies = 2 coins               OR               Buy fruits and vegetables =

THEN

Act like your favorite animal to the next stop.

Live in a house = 3 coins               OR              Live in a tent = 1 coin

THEN

Hop on one foot to the next stop or give two friends a fist bump.Hop on one foot to the next stop or give two people in your family a high fi ve.
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