
Week 9

Living in Community
Acts 2:41–47

Story Summary
Th e early church showed commitment and unity as they shared a common life. 

After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, an ever-increasing group of people lis-

tened to the apostles’ preaching and ate and prayed together. People with posses-

sions sold what they had and gave the money to the apostles, who gave it to those 

in need. Everyone in the community had enough. Many who saw this joined the 

community of Jesus’ followers.

Faith Link
We can care for people’s physical and spiritual needs.

Bible Essay
by Joanna Harader

Th e miraculous events of Pentecost—along with Peter’s passionate sermon—inspire thousands of people to be baptized. 

And so begins the Christian church.

As a church leader, I am frustrated by the lack of details in this story. I would like to know more about how the commu-

nity was structured and funded, how they ran their congregational meetings, and what particular church planting methods 

they employed.

Th e information given in this passage might not be the information we most want. Still, it is the information the writer 

of Acts thought people most needed to know: “Th ey devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). As far as models go, this is not a bad one for church life in general. It is worth 

considering how these four elements play out in our faith community—and how deeply we participate in them.

Th e apostles’ teachings were vital to the new community. In this period before the New Testament existed, the only way 

people could learn about Jesus was to listen to those who had known him and to those who had learned from those who had 

known him. People had to gather and listen to each other to understand what it meant to follow Jesus. Today, thankfully, we 

have easy access to the Bible, and studying these scriptures is undoubtedly an essential part of dedicating ourselves to the 

apostles’ teaching. But it is still important to gather to listen and share what it means to follow Jesus.

 Th e practice of fellowship and the breaking of bread suggest that churches are not only about “churchy” stuff . Our faith is 

not something we do once or twice a week; it is how we live. And so church is also not something we do once or twice a week, 

but it is a community that supports us and challenges us in all of life. 

Th e fourth element listed here is “the prayers.” We all pray at times, whether at mealtime or in worship. But what does it 

mean to be devoted to “the prayers.” Perhaps this is what the writer of 1 Th essalonians had in mind when giving instructions 

to “pray without ceasing” (5:17). Like with fellowship, this is prayer as a lifestyle, not an occasional activity.

Learning about Jesus, learning about each other, sharing in daily life, and praying—these are the foundations of church 

life—in the fi rst century and today. Th e Bible doesn’t tell us which curriculum to use or how often to have potlucks, but it 

assures us that learning and sharing and living and praying together is what it means to be the church.

Which of these four elements of being church (learning, sharing, living, praying) is most important in your life 

right now? Why? What is one thing you can do this week to strengthen these elements in your life? In the life of 

your church?

God, thank you for your church and thank you for my church. Draw me into deeper connections with other people in my commu-

nity so that together we may live with glad and generous hearts as we worship you and love your people. Amen.

www.shinecurriculum.com 38 Shine at Home: Spring 2021



Sing and Pray

Sing “All Together” from Songs for the 

Seasons, track 10.

Write the words praise and love

on half sheets of construction paper, 

one letter per piece of paper. Give 

each family member one or more 

of the letters to hold up during the 

prayer. Pray:

God, 

(whisper) We P-R-A-I-S-E you 

because we L-O-V-E you! 

(normal voice) We 

P-R-A-I-S-E you because we 

L-O-V-E you!

(loud voice) We P-R-A-I-S-E 

you because we L-O-V-E 

you! Amen.

Older children: Pray the movement 

prayer on page 8 in Spotlight Magazine.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs for 

the Seasons, CD or MP3 player, con-

struction paper, markers, Spotlight 

Magazine (optional)

Read and Wonder

Optional: Read “Breaking Bread” on page 25 of Spotlight Magazine. Breaking 

bread is an important part of today’s story.

Turn to chapter 35 in All of Us. Choose one of the following ways to tell the 

Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (page 166): Choose one child to read the 

words in italic text and one to read the plain text. As the story is read, 

eat bread together.

• Illustrated version (page 167): Take turns reading the text under each 

picture. After reading the story, identify diff erent ways the believers 

helped each other.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• (Page 167, bottom right illustration) I wonder what made people want to 

join the group of believers.

• What it would be like if everyone had enough food, clothing, and a safe 

place to live?

• (Page 167, bottom left illustration) What do people in our congregation do 

to take of each other?

• What could our family share to help someone in our church 

or community?

• Invite one person to read the My Story prompt on page 166. Allow time 

for everyone to respond.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, bread

Read, Watch, Listen
Books: All the World by Liz Garton Scanlon; Come With Me by Holly McGhee

Art: We All Are One in Jesus Christ by Soichi Watanabe

Video: “Miss Walker’s First Grade Class Kindness Boomerang” by DeYana Walker (YouTube), watch without sound

Songs: “Love One Another” by Dakota Pyle; “Together” by Nathan Grieser (YouTube)

For Parents: “Overview: Acts Ch. 1–12” by BibleProject (YouTube)
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Sing “Come to the Table” from Worship Songs for Children, 

track 1. Read one of the Blessing Cards from page 8 of 

this guide.

Pray:

God, thank you for the gifts that 

each person brings to our family 

and our church. Help us to see the 

needs of others and give us a spirit 

of love so that we care for one 

another with kindness and com-

passion. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week using 

ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the 

Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for Children, CD 

or MP3 player, Blessing Cards (p. 8)

Explore
Create
Work together to create a mural that illustrates community. 

Place a large piece of paper in the center of the table or on 

the fl oor and write “Our Church Community” in the center. 

Draw pictures or make a collage of symbols or images that 

are meaningful to you, people who are important to the life 

of the congregation, and signifi cant places in the church 

building. Talk about ways members of the church commu-

nity help each other.

Supplies: Large piece of paper, markers, magazines, 

scissors, glue

Move
Play “Church Charades.” One at a time, act out something 

that happens at your church. Th e rest of the family guesses 

what part of church life is being depicted. For instance, you 

could act out reading the Bible, greeting visitors, praying, 

singing, cleaning, potluck, coff ee time, church retreat, and 

Sunday school.

Make Peace
Create a snack mix together to illustrate the way each 

person contributes something unique to the community. 

Enjoy eating some of the snack and then fi ll bags of snack to 

share with your neighbors or people in your congregation.

Supplies: Snack items (cheddar crackers, pretzel sticks, 

dried fruit, chocolate candies), large bowl, scoops, mixing 

spoon, resealable bags

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Read 

the story on page 1 of the 

Early Childhood Leafl et. 

Play the sharing game on 

pages 2–3.

Primary: Complete 

the crossword puzzle 

on page 3 of the Primary Leafl et. 

Solution: Across: 2. give; 4. love; 5. happy. 

Down: 1. sell; 3. help.

Older Elementary: Color the Bible 

memory passage on page 16 in 

Spotlight Magazine. Solve the 

Community Crossword on page 35.

Supplies: Early Childhood and 

Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight Magazine, 

pencils, crayons

Bless
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