
Week 11

Saul’s Conversion
Acts 8:1b–3; 9:1–31

Story Summary
Th e news about Jesus was spreading. Saul was determined to destroy the new 

Christian sect. He was on the road to Damascus when a bright light blinded him. 

He fell to the ground and heard a voice say, “I am Jesus, whom you are perse-

cuting.” Still blind, Saul followed the voice’s instructions and went to the city. 

Th ere Ananias healed and baptized him, and Saul began to proclaim Jesus as 

the Messiah

Faith Link
We can have a change of heart.

Bible Essay
by Joanna Harader

Th e heart of the reading for this session is the conversion of Saul, later referred to as Paul. To clear up a common point of 

confusion: this man doesn’t change his name after his conversion; he is Saul and Paul—always. Saul is the Hebrew name, and 

Paul is the Roman name. So now, when he is hanging out mostly with Jews, the writer uses his Hebrew name. As he begins 

his ministry to the Gentiles, the Roman version of his name becomes the dominant one. 

For now, though, he is Saul, and Jewish through and through. And this event in Saul’s life is a key piece of the Acts story. 

It’s so important that the writer includes it in the narrative three times! Th is passage is the fi rst time we hear about Saul’s 

encounter with Christ. Th en in Acts 22 and again in Acts 26, Saul—now referred to as Paul—tells the story of his conversion 

as part of his defense after being arrested.

It’s a good story: fl ashing light, a voice from heaven, a mysterious blinding, and miraculous recovery. I can see why he tells 

it every chance he gets. Saul goes from persecuting those who follow Jesus to risking his life to share the message of Jesus in 

one spectacular moment. Th is story is a testimony to God’s power and an assurance that nobody is beyond the reach of God’s 

grace and transformation. 

Another conversion in this passage gets less attention: the conversion of the church toward Saul. Th is conversion begins 

with Ananias, who balks when God tells him to go to Saul: “Ummm . . . isn’t that guy who showed up in town to arrest every-

one who believes in Jesus?” We can understand Ananias’ reluctance to seek out the man who has been “breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1).

Eventually, though, Ananias’ trust in God overcomes his fear of Saul. He goes to fi nd Saul, lay hands on him to restore his 

sight, and bring him into the community of Jesus-followers. Saul’s inclusion represents the church’s conversion from fear to 

trust, from self-preservation to risk. And the conversion goes even beyond that because God has told Ananias that Saul is the 

one who will bring the message of Christ to the Gentiles. When Jesus-followers welcome Saul into their community, the early 

church takes one more step in its conversion from a Jewish sect to a Gentile-inclusive faith. 

Saul’s conversion makes for a dramatic story. Still, both conversions in this passage are their own sort of miracles: 

that these early believers would listen to the Holy Spirit, that they would trust God enough to set aside prejudice and fear; 

that they would reach out of their comfort zones to connect with other people seeking to love and serve Jesus in the world. 

Are we willing to do the same?

Reminisce about conversion stories in your own life or in the lives of those you know. What is your conversion story? 

Th ink about the ways your church changes each time you welcome someone new into the community. Consider 

writing a note to someone whose contributions to the church you appreciate.

God, convert the fear in my life to trust. Convert the prejudice to openness. Speak to me in whatever ways I will hear and guide me 

by your Spirit to work with others in living out the mission of your church. Amen.
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Sing and Pray Read and Wonder

Use American Sign Language 

as you sing “Be My Light, Lord” 

from Worship Songs for Children, 

track 7.  See the demo video at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Continue prayers of intercession 

or “help others” prayers. Th ese are 

prayers we pray on behalf of oth-

ers who need God’s love and care. 

Take time to name family members, 

friends, neighbors, and people in the 

community or around the world who 

need prayer.

Give each person a lump of play 

dough or clay, just enough to fi t 

in the palm of one hand. Have a 

time of silence where everyone can 

shape their play dough as they pray 

for some of the people your family 

named. Allow plenty of relaxed time 

for the play dough prayer and include 

some extended periods of quiet 

refl ection. Close by saying, “Lord, 

hear our prayer.”

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship 

Songs for Children, CD or MP3 player, 

play dough

Turn to chapter 37 in All of Us. Read the God’s Story prompt on page 172 before 

starting the story. Choose one of the following ways to tell the Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (pages 172–175): Divide up the parts of Saul, 

the Lord, Ananias, and narrator. When the light from heaven fl ashes 

around Saul, turn on a fl ashlight. When Saul becomes blind, turn off  

the overhead lights. Read the story by the light of the fl ashlight or sun-

light from the windows until Saul regains his sight, then turn the lights 

back on.

• Illustrated version (pages 176–177): Look for Saul in the illustrations. 

After hearing the story, name an action happening in each picture, such 

as falling, listening, not seeing, seeing, healing, and teaching.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• (Page 176, top right illustration) I wonder what the voice from heaven 

sounded like.

• I wonder why Saul did not eat or drink for three days.

• (Page 176, top left illustration and page 177, top right illustration) Look at 

the two pictures of Saul before and after Jesus spoke to him. In what ways 

do you think he was diff erent?

• Invite one person to read the My Story prompt on page 175. Allow time 

for everyone to respond.

• Talk about a time when you were afraid to do something.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, fl ashlight

Read, Watch, Listen
Books: Enemy Pie by Derek Munson; What Do You Do with an Idea by Kobi Yamada; Most People by Michael Leannah; The Recess 
Queen by Alexis O’Neill

Art: Conversion on the Way to Damascus by Caravaggio; Ananias Curing Saul’s Blindness by Ciro Ferri

Videos: “Paul, Jesus, and the Road to Damascus” by LifeKids; “Paul’s Conversion (Acts 9:1–19)” by Saddleback Kids (YouTube)

Song: “This Little Light of Mine” by Listener Kids (YouTube)
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Sing “God’s Love Is for Everybody” from Worship Songs 

for Children, track 2. Read one of the Blessing Cards from 

page 8 of this guide.

Pray:

God, thank you for your love that 

is big enough and wide enough 

to include everyone, even those 

who persecute you. Teach us how 

to love like you. Help us recognize 

when we are hurting others. 

Change our hearts so that we will 

become more like Jesus. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week 

using ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the Early 

Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for Children, CD 

or MP3 player, Blessing Cards (p. 8)

Explore
Create
Transform plain jars into colorful candleholders to remem-

ber how Saul’s heart was changed and Jesus’ love could 

shine through Saul. Paint the outside of small glass jars 

with white school glue or Mod Podge. Place colored tissue 

paper scraps on the glue until the jars are covered. Paint a 

layer of glue over the tissue paper and let dry. Put a votive 

battery-operated candle in each jar. Use these jars during 

family prayer time.

Supplies: Glass jars, colorful tissue paper scraps, glue or 

Mod Podge, bowls, foam paintbrushes, battery-operated 

votive candle(s)

Move
Saul had to rely on the help of others when he was suddenly 

blinded. Set up an obstacle course. Walk in pairs through 

the course. Have one person in each pair wear a blindfold 

or close his or her eyes while the other guides. Change part-

ners or trade roles and try the course again.

Supplies: Obstacle course items, blindfolds or sleep masks

Make Peace
Read the book Th e Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill. It is also 

available as a read-aloud on YouTube. Talk about how 

the new child makes friends with the playground bully. 

Compare the new child’s experience to how the followers 

of Jesus changed when they became friends with Saul.

Supplies: Th e Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill, laptop or 

tablet with Internet connection (optional)

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story on 

page 1 of the Early Childhood Leafl et. 

Complete page 2 to illustrate the bright 

light that shone on Paul. Show how you 

can be a helper on page 3.

Primary: Read about baskets 

on page 3 of the Primary Leafl et. 

How many baskets can you fi nd in 

your house?

Older Elementary: Read 

stories about people who 

had a change of heart on 

pages 20–21 in Spotlight

Magazine. What hap-

pened in each story that 

led to the change?

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, pencils

Bless
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