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Jesus Enters 
Jerusalem

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 27 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons 

• Bible Memory Poster—Psalm 86 
(RP)

• Spotlight Magazines
• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

• Colored dot 
stickers, at 
least two colors

• Pencils

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Card (RP).
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.

• “Follow the Story” Card 1 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• Jerusalem Map (RP)

• Scraps of fabric
• Palm leaves 

or green con-
struction paper

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities.

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore 
page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Copy and send home the Letter to 
Families from page 89.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets, Mini 
Bible Memory Poster, and any crafts 
or projects.

• Letter to Families (p. 89)
• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 

Children
• Primary Leafl ets
• Mini Bible Memory Posters

• CD or MP3 
player

RP=Resource Pack

Mark 11:1–11
Story Summary
Jesus and his disciples were nearing Jerusalem. Jesus told two disciples to go to 

the nearby village and get a donkey colt that was tied up. Th e disciples brought 

back the donkey, and Jesus rode it into Jerusalem. When he entered Jerusalem, 

many people were so happy they spread their cloaks on the road and waved palm 

branches. Th e people shouted words of blessing to Jesus. Th e Pharisees wanted 

the people to be quiet.

Faith Link
Jesus is a diff erent kind of king.
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Prepare
Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1–11
by Laura L. Brenneman

Today’s passage is a gateway. It is the transition into the last major phase of Jesus’ 

career, his ministry in Jerusalem. Th is story also prefaces Jesus’ teaching in the 

temple, in which Jesus claims authority for himself over the temple offi  cials and 

heads into a collision course with his opponents.

By the time the gathered people declare “Hosanna” (“Save now!”), the impres-

sion is that Jesus is entering Jerusalem as a victorious king. Jesus’ entry is more 

subdued here than in the other Gospels, but Mark’s insertion of the words “Bless-

ed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David” conveys the strong sense that 

this is a king’s ride into the capital city. Yet it is a strange triumphal entry.

In Mark, this is Jesus’ fi rst trip to Jerusalem and the fi rst mention of the temple. 

From this point on, however, everything will be temple-centered. As in Matthew 

and Luke, Jesus goes directly to the temple after riding into Jerusalem. In the other 

two Gospels, Jesus proceeds to immediately cleanse the temple. By contrast, in 

Mark, it is “already late,” and we get the impression that the city and the temple 

are already clearing out. Jesus and his disciples go to the temple but leave the 

city shortly afterwards, retracing their steps to Bethany. If a person reads Mark’s 

account with Matthew and Luke in mind, this entry into the temple may seem 

anticlimactic. So why does Jesus go there at all?

Jesus goes to the temple to look around (periblepô) at everything. In his com-

mentary on Mark, Timothy Geddert suggests that Jesus comes in to take stock of 

the situation, to observe, to look “into the heart of the matter,” and to prepare.1 Th is 

will, after all, be a scene of major controversy the following day when Jesus drives 

out the vendors and merchants from the temple and invokes Jeremiah’s denunci-

ation of the temple ruling class.2

Here, Jesus simply looks around and prepares. His entry into Jerusalem isn’t so 

much the processional of a triumphant king as it is preparation for the purifi ca-

tion of the temple. Th e crowds chant the beginning of Psalm 118:26, “Blessed is the 

one who comes in the name of the Lord,” when Jesus enters Jerusalem. However, 

none of the temple offi  cials are there to bless Jesus’ entry into the temple with the 

second half of that verse: “We bless you from the house of the Lord.” Confrontation 

is coming on the offi  cials’ home turf.

Imagine yourself in the throng of people shouting “Hosanna!” as Jesus passes 

by. What do you notice about Jesus that is diff erent than what you and others 

might expect from a king? Fast forward to today—where might this parade 

take place? What would it look like? Jesus goes to the temple to look around 

and prepare—a bit of a pause in Mark’s often frenetic Gospel. What might a 

pause in your usual activity mean for you this week? Consider ways to make 

time for taking stock of things in your home, family, and spiritual life.

Jesus, help me honor you not just when it’s popular or others are doing it, but every 

day. Let me show love to you from the deep desire of my heart. Amen.  

1. Timothy J. Geddert, Mark: Believers Church Bible Commentary, (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2001), 262.
2. See Jeremiah 7:1–11.
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Connect
to Each Other
Welcome children warmly and have them sit in a circle. If you are a new teacher 

this quarter, introduce yourself and have children introduce themselves. Place 

a colored dot sticker on the back of each child.Without talking to each other, 

have children fi gure out what color dot they have and gather into groups based 

on the color. You can divide into two groups using two colors of dots or divide 

into smaller groups using multiple colors. When everyone is in a group with their 

color, invite children talk about what was easy and hard about the activity and the 

ways they communicated without talking.

to God
Prayers of adoration and praise were introduced during the last quarter. Older 

children can turn to page  6 of Spotlight Magazine and work with younger chil-

dren to unscramble the words. Introduce the word hosanna. When the people in 

today’s story shouted “Hosanna!” it meant something like, “Give praise to Jesus, 

the one who rescues us!” Read the prayer below, inviting children to join in saying 

“Hosanna!” after you read each line. 

Option: Have the group come up with a movement or dance move to do every 

time they say or sing the word hosanna throughout today’s session.

Leader: Jesus is coming!

Everyone: Hosanna!

Leader: Shout and sing for joy!

Everyone: Hosanna!

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Everyone: Hosanna!

Leader: Hosanna in the highest!

Everyone: Hosanna!

Listen and dance to “Hosanna Hurray!” from Songs for the Seasons, track 7.

to the Bible
Introduce the Bible memory verses and tell the children that this passage comes 

from Psalms. Have the children listen as you read the passage aloud from the Bible 

Memory Poster—Psalm 86 from the Resource Pack. Ask children to name what 

the Psalm says about God. Read the passage aloud together. Younger children can 

work on page 2 of the Primary Leafl et.

You willingly forgive, and your love is always there for those who 
pray to you. Please listen, Lord! Answer my prayer for help. When I 
am in trouble, I pray, knowing you will listen.

—Psalm 86:5–7 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
Everybody Sing is available in 
CD or MP3 format. It contains 
two albums: Worship Songs 
for Children and Songs for the 
Seasons. Chord charts are includ-
ed if you wish to accompany the 
songs with guitar or piano. Song 
motions are available online at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

The back inside cover of each 
set of Primary Leafl ets has a 
mini Bible Memory Poster with 
the quarter’s memory passages. 
Consider separating this page 
and sending it home with each 
Primary-age child.

Make copies of the Letter to 
Families on page 83 in this guide. 
Send home with each child.

Consider requesting families to 
complete an Allergy Notifi cation 
Form at the beginning of the quar-
ter. Knowing about food allergies 
and scent sensitivities ahead of 
time can be helpful when con-
sidering an activity that involves 
eating or smelling. Shine has a 
customizable form available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.



Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between the quarter’s stories by using the 

“Follow the Story” Cards and script from the Resource Pack. Today, show Card 1 

and read the script. 

Chapter 27: “We Need a Colt”

Mark 11:1–11

The Bible Story
Before reading the story, lay out the Jerusalem Map from the Resource Pack and 

have children gather around it. Ask them what they notice on this map of the city. 

Read the “About Jerusalem” section under the Jerusalem Fact Sheet on page 92 in 

this guide while the children look for the gates into Jerusalem.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Read today’s story from chapter 27 in one of the following 

ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the children in 

your group:

• “Read Together” version (page 138): Choose one person to read the 

plain text and one person to read the words of Jesus. Have everyone read 

the words of the people. Everyone can do a movement when “Hosanna!” 

is read.

• Illustrated version (page 139):  Have volunteers take turns reading the 

sentences under each illustration. Provide fabric scraps and palm leaves 

(real or made from green construction paper) for children to lay a path and 

then say “Hosanna!” as they read the last sentence together.

Teaching Tips
In the “Read Together” stories in 
All of Us, bold texts are dialogue, 
italicized texts are summary state-
ments, and regular print texts are 
directly quoting the Bible. Consid-
er the reading abilities of children 
in your group, and have children 
read parts that are manageable for 
their level.

Tell the children that a colt is a 
young donkey.

If you are able to keep your room 
set up during the week, consider 
having children work together to 
create a replica of the temple over 
the next several sessions using 
blocks, LEGO® bricks, cardboard, 
or other supplies.
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 139, top right illustration) I wonder why Jesus wanted to ride a colt 

into Jerusalem.

• I wonder why the people spread clothes and branches on the road.

• (Page 139, bottom illustration) I wonder what the colt is thinking.

• Imagine the sights and sounds of that day. I wonder if everyone in the 

crowd was happy when they saw Jesus coming to Jerusalem.

Invite one child to read the God’s Story prompt on page 138 in All of Us. Allow 

time for children to respond.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• I wonder if you have ever been given an important task.

• Tell about a time when you cheered for someone.

• (Page 139, bottom illustration) I wonder where you would have been if you 

had been in the crowd that day.

• I wonder what wonderful things people were expecting to happen. What 

wonderful things would you like to see happen in the world today?

Guiding the 
Conversation
God’s Story is a time for refl ection 
and conversation about the Bible 
story, to help children imagine 
themselves in the story. Guide chil-
dren to connect the story to their 
own lives and experiences as you 
ask the My Story questions.

It’s not necessary to ask every 
question. If the children are tiring 
of the large group setting, save 
some of the questions for Explore 
time.

Teaching Tips
Media Connections can add 
creativity and relevance to your 
session. They can enlarge your 
understanding of the Bible text 
and prepare you to off er additional 
experiences to youth. 

Check out the “Shine: Living in 
God’s Light” Pinterest page. Many 
of the media connections are 
already posted there for ease of 
use. They are organized by quarter 
and session. 

Explore (Create): For a painted 
border look without using paint, 
use watercolor paper or card stock. 
Place crepe paper on the edges, 
spray water onto the crepe paper, 
and wait fi ve minutes. Remove the 
wet crepe paper.

Media 
Connections
• Book: Come With Me by 

Holly M. McGhee
• Art: Triumphal Entry by 

Emmanuel Nsama
• Video: “The Story of Easter 

(The Triumphal Entry)” by 
Saddleback Kids (YouTube)

• Song: “Pave the Way with 
Branches” (YouTube)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Leafl et and Spotlight: Younger children can work together on 

page 3 of the Primary Leafl et. Solution: HOSANNA. Have older 

children complete the maze on page 32 of Spotlight Magazine. 

• Discover: Many people expected Jesus to become a king. Look 

at the pictures on page 4 of Spotlight and brainstorm words to 

describe those kings and queens. Th en look at the pictures of 

Jesus on page 5 of Spotlight and brainstorm words that describe 

Jesus. Talk about ways God’s kingdom is diff erent than a king-

dom ruled by human kings and queens.

Explore
Create
Have children create a 

palm leaf picture. Place a 

palm leaf under a piece of white pa-

per and rub across the paper with the 

side of a green crayon, not the tip, to 

create a rubbing image of the leaf. Use 

diff erent shades of green and move 

the leaf around for layered images. 

Younger children can fi nd the hid-

den items on page 1 of the Primary 

Leafl et. Older children can read about 

Palm Sunday on pages  2–3 of Spot-

light Magazine. Talk about any Palm 

Sunday traditions in your setting.

Supplies
  Primary Leafl ets

  Spotlight Magazines

  Palm leaves

  Paper (white)

  Crayons (green)

Move
Play “Jesus Needs a Colt.” 

Place chairs in a circle fac-

ing inward, with one less chair than 

the number of people in your group. 

One person stands in the middle of 

the circle while the rest of the group 

sits in the chairs. Th e person in the 

middle says, “Jesus needs a colt from 

_____,” fi lling in the blank with a 

characteristic shared by some of the 

people in the circle. For example,

Jesus needs a colt from 

everyone wearing green.

Everyone wearing green must 

move to a diff erent chair. Th e per-

son in the middle also takes a seat in 

one of the empty chairs. Whoever is 

left without a chair becomes the new 

person in the middle.

Supplies
  Chairs

Make Peace
Copy and cut out the Palm 

Leaf Exchange leaves and 

statements on page 90 in this guide. 

Encouragement is one way to share 

peace with one another. Have chil-

dren talk about how it feels when 

someone cheers for you and gives 

you encouragement. Invite children 

to choose a leaf to color and choose 

a statement to glue to their leaf. Ex-

plain that each leaf is diff erent just 

like each person is diff erent. Have 

children exchange leaves with one 

another.

Supplies
  Palm Leaf Exchange (p. 90)

  Crayons or markers

  Glue sticks

Bless
Gather the group together to sing “Som’landela” (We Will Follow) from Worship Songs for Children, track 11. Pray:

Jesus, thank you for being a diff erent kind of king. Help us know how to follow your ways. As we go today, 

guide our steps and surround us with your love. Amen.

Send home the Letter to Families from page 89 and any crafts or projects. For the younger children, send home the 

Primary Leafl et and the Mini Bible Memory Poster.
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