
Week 1

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1–11

Story Summary
Jesus and his disciples were nearing Jerusalem. Jesus told two disciples to go to 

the nearby village and get a donkey colt that was tied up. Th e disciples brought 

back the donkey, and Jesus rode it into Jerusalem. When he entered Jerusalem, 

many people were so happy they spread their cloaks on the road and waved palm 

branches. Th e people shouted words of blessing to Jesus. Th e Pharisees wanted 

the people to be quiet.

Faith Link
Jesus is a diff erent kind of king.

Bible Essay
by Laura L. Brenneman

Today’s passage is a gateway. It is the transition into the last major phase of Jesus’ career, his ministry in Jerusalem. Th is story 

also prefaces Jesus’ teaching in the temple, in which Jesus claims authority for himself over the temple offi  cials and heads 

into a collision course with his opponents.

By the time the gathered people declare “Hosanna” (“Save now!”), the impression is that Jesus is entering Jerusalem as a 

victorious king. Jesus’ entry is more subdued here than in the other Gospels, but Mark’s insertion of the words “Blessed is 

the coming kingdom of our ancestor David” conveys the strong sense that this is a king’s ride into the capital city. Yet it is a 

strange triumphal entry.

In Mark, this is Jesus’ fi rst trip to Jerusalem and the fi rst mention of the temple. From this point on, however, everything 

will be temple-centered. As in Matthew and Luke, Jesus goes directly to the temple after riding into Jerusalem. In the other 

two Gospels, Jesus proceeds to immediately cleanse the temple. By contrast, in Mark, it is “already late,” and we get the 

impression that the city and the temple are already clearing out. Jesus and his disciples go to the temple but leave the city 

shortly afterwards, retracing their steps to Bethany. If a person reads Mark’s account with Matthew and Luke in mind, this 

entry into the temple may seem anticlimactic. So why does Jesus go there at all?

Jesus goes to the temple to look around (periblepô) at everything. In his commentary on Mark, Timothy Geddert suggests 

that Jesus comes in to take stock of the situation, to observe, to look “into the heart of the matter,” and to prepare.1 Th is will, 

after all, be a scene of major controversy the following day when Jesus drives out the vendors and merchants from the temple 

and invokes Jeremiah’s denunciation of the temple ruling class.2

Here, Jesus simply looks around and prepares. His entry into Jerusalem isn’t so much the processional of a triumphant 

king as it is preparation for the purifi cation of the temple. Th e crowds chant the beginning of Psalm 118:26, “Blessed is the 

one who comes in the name of the Lord,” when Jesus enters Jerusalem. However, none of the temple offi  cials are there to bless 

Jesus’ entry into the temple with the second half of that verse: “We bless you from the house of the Lord.” Confrontation is 

coming on the offi  cials’ home turf.

Imagine yourself in the throng of people shouting “Hosanna!” as Jesus passes by. What do you notice about Jesus 

that is diff erent than what you and others might expect from a king? Fast forward to today—where might this parade 

take place? What would it look like? Jesus goes to the temple to look around and prepare—a bit of a pause in Mark’s 

often frenetic Gospel. What might a pause in your usual activity mean for you this week? Consider ways to make 

time for taking stock of things in your home, family, and spiritual life.

Jesus, help me honor you not just when it’s popular or others are doing it, but every day. Let me show love to you from the deep 

desire of my heart. Amen.  

1. Timothy J. Geddert, Mark: Believers Church Bible Commentary, (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2001), 262.

2. See Jeremiah 7:1–11.
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Sing and Pray Read and Wonder

Read some of the information about Palm Sunday on pages 2–3 of 

Spotlight Magazine.

Turn to chapter 27 in All of Us. Choose one of the following ways to tell the 

Bible story:

• “Read Together” version (page 138): Choose one person to read the 

plain text and one person to read the words of Jesus. Have everyone read 

the words of the people.

• Illustrated version (page 139): Ask children to imagine they are one of 

the disciples they see in the fi rst illustration. Read the words under the 

fi rst picture and invite children to respond the way they imagine the dis-

ciples would have responded to Jesus’ request. Th en continue reading the 

rest of the story. Say “Hosanna” at the end.

Wonder and talk together about the Bible story and how it connects to your 

experiences as a family. Refer to the illustrations in All of Us to help children recall 

what happens in the story.

• Why do you think the people spread clothes and branches on the road?

• I wonder what the people meant when they said, “Blessings on the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord!”

• (Page 139, bottom illustration) I wonder where you would have been if you 

had been in the crowd that day.

• Invite one person to read the God’s Story prompt on page 138. Look up 

the verse in a Bible.

Supplies: All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me, Bible

Read, Watch, Listen
Book: Come With Me by Holly M. McGhee

Art: Triumphal Entry by Emmanuel Nsama

Videos: “Tutorial: Palm Sunday Cross”; “The Story of Easter (The Triumphal Entry)” by Saddleback Kids (YouTube)

Song: “Pave the Way with Branches” (YouTube)

Sing and dance to “Hosanna Hurray!” 

from Songs for the Seasons, track 7.

Introduce the word hosanna. 

When the people in today’s story 

shouted “Hosanna!” it meant some-

thing like, “Give praise to Jesus, the 

one who rescues us!” Read this lit-

any together:

 Leader: Jesus is coming!

 Everyone: Hosanna!

 Leader: Shout and sing 

for joy!

 Everyone: Hosanna!

 Leader: Blessed is the one 

who comes in the 

name of the Lord!

 Everyone: Hosanna!

 Leader: Hosanna in 

the highest!

 Everyone: Hosanna!

Pray:

God, we praise you with our 

voices, our songs, and our 

actions. We praise you with 

loud “Hosannas” and shouts 

of “Hurray!” Your name 

is wonderful around the 

world! Amen.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Songs for 

the Seasons, CD or MP3 player
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Explore
Create
Use the instructions on page 6 of this guide to create Palm 

Sunday crosses out of thin strips of paper. If you wish, 

play the Palm Sunday cross video tutorial listed in Media 

Connections to teach the steps.

Supplies: “Palm Sunday Cross” Instructions (p. 6), paper, 

scissors

Move
Place a clothes basket with dress-up clothes, small sheets, 

or blankets on one side of the room. Use the items in the 

basket to make a path to the other side. Th en everyone 

has to crawl on the path like a donkey back to the other 

side. Don’t forget to make donkey sounds! Once everyone 

arrives, shout, “Hosanna!” See how quickly you can com-

plete this procession.

Supplies: Clothes basket, dress-up clothes, small sheets, 

blankets, stopwatch

Make Peace
Print and cut out the Palm Leaf Exchange leaves and state-

ments on page 7 of this guide. Talk about how it feels when 

someone cheers for you and gives you encouragement. 

Have everyone choose a leaf and a statement to glue to 

the back of the leaf. Explain that each leaf is diff erent just 

like each person is diff erent. Exchange leaves with one 

another. Give examples of each statement to the person; 

for instance, “You are a helper . . . when you help me pick 

up the blocks.”

Supplies: Palm Leaf Exchange (p. 7), glue sticks

Leafl ets and Spotlight
Early Childhood: Share the story on 

page 1 of the Early Childhood Leafl et.

Match the leaves and cloaks on page 2 

and do the dot-to-dot about praising 

God with music on page 3.

Primary: Talk about forgiveness 

using page 2 in the Primary Leafl et. 

Follow the path on page 3 of the 

Primary Leafl et. Solution: HOSANNA.

Older Elementary: Brainstorm 

a list of words that describe the kings 

and queens shown on page 4. Look at 

the pictures of Jesus on page 5. How is 

God’s kingdom diff erent than a kingdom 

ruled by human kings and queens? Complete the maze on 

page 32.

Supplies: Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets, Spotlight

Magazine, pencils

Bless

Sing “Som’landela” (We Will Follow) from Worship Songs 

for Children, track 11. Read one of the Blessing Cards from 

page 8 of this guide.

Pray:

Jesus, thank you for being a diff er-

ent kind of king. Help us know how 

to follow your ways. Guide our 

steps and surround us with your 

love. Amen.

Continue talking and learning about 

the Bible story throughout the week using 

ideas from the “Family Fun” pages in the 

Early Childhood and Primary Leafl ets.

Supplies: Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for Children, CD 

or MP3 player, Blessing Cards (p. 8)
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Week 1
“Palm Sunday Cross” Instructions

Use these instructions for a Palm Sunday cross in Explore (Create).

Begin with a strip of paper that is about 12 in x ½ in / 30 cm x 1 cm.
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Begin with a strip of paper that is about 12 in x ½ in / 30 cm x 1 cm. 

1. Begin by holding the strip horizontally. 

2. Fold the right side of the strip up in 

about the middle, at a 45° angle. 

3. Fold the vertical end down away from 

you, so it ends up pointing down. 

4. Bring the bottom end up toward the 

ceiling and fold square. 

5. Bring the left end across and fold over 

to the right. 

6. Now flip the L so the horizontal piece is 

facing left. 

7. Take the left end and slide/weave it into 

the pocket in the corner.  

8. Pull gently all the way through to the 

right, creating a knot. 

9. Take the right end and slide it into the 

knot pocket, leaving a small loop on 

the right. The left side will be longer 

than the right loop. 

10. Bring the left end back and slide it into 

the pocket, creating a small loop on 

the left, so both sides are equal. Now 

you will have an upside-down T with 

two looped arms. 

11. Flip the T so the tucked end is in back. 

12. Take the end of the vertical piece and 

weave it down through the pocket. 

Pull it through, leaving a small loop 

at the top. 

13. Now you have a lovely cross!
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Week 1 
Palm Leaf Exchange

Make enough copies for each person to have at least one leaf and one statement. Cut out and use as directed in Explore 

(Make Peace). 

Explore (Make Peace).

You are a
good friend.

You are a
good friend.

You are a
good friend.

You make
me smile.

You make
me smile.

You make
me smile.

You are a
good helper.

You are a
good helper.

You are a
good helper.

You are kind. You are kind. You are kind.
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Weeks 1–14
Blessing Cards

Print and cut apart the cards. Use during Bless throughout the quarter.
Copy and cut apart the cards. Use during Bless throughout the quarter.

Bless us as we go today 
to work and run and play. 
Keep us safe and 
help us love each other every day. 

Bless us as we go from here 
to learn and love and share 
with all those that we know and love
and show them that we care. 

Bless us as we leave from here 
to go our separate ways. 
Help us use our special gifts 
to help and love and praise. 

Bless us as we leave from here 
to jump and play and run. 
Love us, keep us, help us now 
until the day is done. 

Bless us and our families too 
throughout this week, we pray. 
Help us speak kind words and smile 
to everyone today. 

Bless us here and give us peace; 
keep us safe this week. 
Forgive us when we make mistakes; 
be with us when we speak. 

Bless us as we go from here 
with our families to our homes. 
Help us use our words to heal 
and be with us when we roam. 

Bless all those in trouble, Lord, 
And hear them when they cry. 
Keep us warm and safe from harm 
as we say goodbye. 
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