
Week 8 (Proclaim Jubilee)  8.1

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning. 

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible 
essay on the Prepare page.

• Print Student Pages.

• Teacher’s Guide
• Student Pages 

(8.6–8.7)

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses. 

• Prepare a small pom-pom for each person 
by gathering a bunch of curled ribbons with 
a loop for a “handle.”

• Everybody Sing: Songs 
for the Seasons

• Micah 6 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Battery-operated 

candle
• Pom-poms (see To Do)

Share the Story
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Read, Watch, Listen items.
• Practice telling the Bible story with specified 

props.
• Prepare the Jubilee Strips (p. 8.8).
• Cut apart the cards on Student Page 8.7 

for each child. Paper-clip each child’s cards 
together.

• Story Picture (RP)
• Jubilee Strips (p. 8.8)
• Student Pages

• Cloth backdrop

Responsive Play
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Responsive Play options you 
will offer and gather needed supplies.

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play 
activities

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play 
activities

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any craft 
projects.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player

Week 8

Proclaim Jubilee
Leviticus 25

Story Summary
God called the people to celebrate Jubilee every 50 years . According to the law recorded in Leviticus, a shofar, or trumpet 
made from a ram’s horn, was sounded throughout the land to proclaim Jubilee . Israelite slaves were to be freed, debts for-
given, fields left unworked, and property returned to its ancestral owners . Because God brought Israel out of Egypt, their 
homeland was to be a place of freedom and fairness .

Faith Link
We can work for freedom and fairness .
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Prepare
Proclaim Jubilee
Leviticus 25
by Carrie Martens

The incredibly intricate laws presented in the book of Leviticus are, by and large, 
viewed as irrelevant by many Christians today . Concerns about not wearing 
clothing made of mixed fibers or planting different seeds in the same field seem 
foolish . While others, such as not marrying your wife’s sister while your wife is 
still alive, seem commonsense .1 The Jubilee laws in chapter 25 seem to fall into 
both categories . The underlying impulses of Jubilee—making sure that the vul-
nerable receive care—are consistent with other Old Testament laws . But given 
that these laws do not appear to have been regularly practiced, were they merely 
utopian? Likely not . While the laws as a whole may appear impossible to follow, 
they still address very real situations of justice and the right to thrive .2

The instructions on the year of Jubilee are part of a section of Leviticus 
referred to as the Holiness Code . These laws cover virtually every aspect of 
Israel’s life for individuals and as a community . Theologians believe that one of 
the primary purposes of these laws was to shape Israel into a distinct people, 
a people who worshiped only one God . The God of Israel was considered to be 
holy in terms of morality and unlike other gods . Above all, Israel’s mandate was 
to be a reflection of God’s holy character .3

The laws for Jubilee address God’s desire for creation to thrive, for freedom, 
and for justice . The God who created all things and called them good would 
of course desire that creation to thrive . The God who drew the people of Israel 
out of slavery in Egypt would of course desire that those people remain free . 
The God who made a covenant with Israel and gave them the Ten Command-
ments to guide them to live in right relationship would of course desire them to 
live justly .

Did the people of Israel consistently practice Jubilee? We don’t know . Then, 
as now, God’s vision of Jubilee grew dim in the hearts and minds of people . In 
Luke 4:16–20, Jesus calls the people of Israel back to this message of wholeness, 
justice, and freedom as he reads from the scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue in 
Nazareth . As children of God and followers of Jesus, we are called to do likewise .

What is your first reaction to the idea of Jubilee? Imagine how your own 
community would be changed by a year of Jubilee. How would you be im-
pacted? How would others in your community be impacted?

God, you desire for all your creation to thrive and for your people to live in a free 
and just world. Shape my heart and mind to reflect those desires. Shape my words 
and actions to reflect your character in my home, my community, and in this 
world. Amen.

1 . Leviticus 19:19; 18:18 .
2 . James D .G . Dunn and John W . Rogerson, eds ., Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B . Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 121 .
3 . Jerry L . Sumney, The Bible: An Introduction (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010), 90–92 .
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Connect
Make Friends
Welcome children warmly and gather in a circle . Give each child a prepared 
pom-pom . (See To Do in the At-a-Glance chart .) Then say the words of welcome .

Hello, friends, hello! We’ve come to sing and pray! (Fold your hands 
in prayer.) 
Hello, _____ and _____. (Name two children as you wave at them.) 
We’ll celebrate today! (Shake the pom-poms.)

Tell the children that today is a special story about jubilee . Say that this word 
is a special celebration of God’s joy . Clap with each syllable as you say “ju-bi-lee” 
a few times and then stamp with each syllable as you say “ju-bi-lee” several 
more times .

Sing
Sing “We Give Thanks” from Songs for the Seasons, track 2 . Wave the pom-poms 
enthusiastically . Then sing “All Together,” track 10, as you wave them in a flow-
ing motion .

Pray
Turn on a battery-operated candle as a reminder that God is with you . Tell the 
children that Jesus taught his friends to pray in a quiet place using simple words . 
He said to start the prayer by saying how good God’s name is . Celebrate God’s 
goodness with a prayer and movement:

God, your name is good! (Lift the pom-poms.) 
We praise you, God! Amen! (Shake the pom-poms.) 
God, you are so kind! (Lift the pom-poms.) 
We praise you, God! Amen! (Shake the pom-poms.) 
God, you love this world! (Lift the pom-poms.) 
We praise you, God! Amen! (Shake the pom-poms.)

Learn a Verse
Look at the Micah 6 Poster from the Resource Pack . Shake the pom-poms on 
one side and then the other after each phrase of the verse .

Do what is right (shake the pom-poms on one side) 
to other people. (Shake the pom-poms on the other side.) 
Love being kind (shake the pom-poms on one side) 
to others. (Shake the pom-poms on the other side.)

—Micah (Shake the pom-poms on one side.) 

6:8b (Shake the pom-poms on the other side.)

Collect the pom-poms before telling the Bible story .

Teaching Tip
For the next six weeks, the prayer 
focus will come from the Lord’s 
Prayer, starting with praising God. 
Having a new item, such as the 
ribbon pom-poms, can help make 
this session stand out in children’s 
memories as a story worthy of no-
tice and celebration. These festive 
items will make the session feel 
more like a party and add some 
novelty to your familiar routine. The 
actions could also be done without 
pom-poms, if the pom-poms prove 
to be a distraction. A simpler option 
would be to have children wiggle 
their fingers instead of waving 
pom-poms.
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Share the Story
Get Ready
Lay a cloth in front of you as a storytelling backdrop . Use the Jubilee Strips from 
page 8 .8 in this guide as props . The strips show houses, food, and coins . There is 
also a trumpet .

Before you start the story, teach the children a repeated line with motions:

It’s a year of Jubilee! (Raise arms.) 
Rest, give thanks, be free! (Wiggle fingers.)

Bible Story
Moses went up on a mountain . God told him how the people were supposed 
to live .

God said, “Every 50 years, make a loud sound with trumpets! (Place the trum-
pet card on the top corner of the cloth.) You are my people . I am your God .”

It’s a year of Jubilee! (Raise arms.) 
Rest, give thanks, be free! (Wiggle fingers.)

“During this special year, go back to the home you came from and be with 
your family . Be fair when you sell things . If you had to sell a house or land to 
make some money, be happy, because the houses and land will go back to the 
first owners . There is a house and land for everyone . (Place the houses strip on 
the cloth.) You are my people . I am your God .”

It’s a year of Jubilee! (Raise arms.) 
Rest, give thanks, be free! (Wiggle fingers.)

“Do not plant seeds; just eat whatever grows . Do not worry about having 
enough food . God will make sure that everyone has enough to eat . (Place the 
food strip on the cloth.) You are my people . I am your God .”

It’s a year of Jubilee! (Raise arms.) 
Rest, give thanks, be free! (Wiggle fingers.)

“Take care of people who do not have enough . Be fair and kind . If anyone be-
came so poor that they had to become a servant to someone else, set this person 
free . (Place the coins strip on the cloth.) You are my people . I am your God .”

It’s a year of Jubilee! (Raise arms.) 
Rest, give thanks, be free! (Wiggle fingers.)

I Wonder . . .
Say some wondering questions and pause so children can respond, out loud 
or quietly .

• Imagine everyone in the world having their own home and land .
• I wonder what food grew when the people did not plant any seeds .
• Imagine having to give away something that you really love . (Pause.) 

Now imagine getting it back!
• I wonder how we can be fair and kind .

Play one of the suggested games using the “Enough for All” Game Cards on 
Student Page 8 .7 . There are options for individuals and groups of three children .

Teaching Tips
This story introduces a series of 
stories in this unit about setting 
things right. God is concerned with 
fairness, with overturning injustice. 
Unjust systems are transformed into 
the way God meant them to be. 
Families are reconnected, inequal-
ity is replaced with enough for all, 
and people are given freedom. 
Jubilee offers a reset to generational 
patterns, opening new possibilities 
for families.

In Leviticus 25, fear of God looks 
like fairness to other people. 
Children experience fairness less 
through what you say and even 
more through how they are wel-
comed, valued, and seen as unique 
and valued individuals. Be sure 
to give your full attention to each 
child at some point in the session, 
to notice how they are feeling and 
what they are doing.

Proclaim Jubilee
Leviticus 25

Illustration by Rebecca Thornburgh

Read, Watch, Listen
Book: Freedom Summer by 
Deborah Wiles

Art: The Jubilee Year by Yoram 
Raanan

Video: “Small Talk: Fairness” by CBC 
Kids (YouTube)

Song: “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, 
Joy with Actions” by Joey Abella 
Piodena (YouTube)
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Responsive Play
Create
Work together to create celebratory 
artwork . Get a leafless branch . Dec-
orate the branch by painting it or by 
wrapping its bare branches and twigs 
with string, ribbon, yarn, or bits of 
cloth . Hang the completed colorful 
branch or place it on a table as a re-
minder of the celebration during the 
year of Jubilee . If you are not sending 
the ribbon pom-poms home with the 
children, add these to the branches 
when you have finished . While chil-
dren are creating, play songs such 
as “All Together” from Songs for the 
Seasons, track 10 .

Supplies
 � Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons

 � CD or MP3 player
 � Branch
 � Paint, paintbrushes, paint 
shirts, water, and paper to 
protect the surface or scrap 
string, ribbon, yarn, and fabric

Explore
God told the people to eat whatever 
plants grew in the year of Jubilee . 
Watch a video such as “How Does a 
Seed Become a Plant?” by SciShow 
Kids on YouTube or read a book, 
such as From Seed to Plant by Gail 
Gibbons . Go look at plants around 
your building or look at clippings of 
plants with magnifying glasses . Give 
children a seed such as a sunflower 
seed, a chia seed, or a dried bean . 
Place the seed in a plastic bag with a 
wet paper towel . Tell children to put 
it in a sunny spot and watch for a sur-
prise plant . What will grow?!

Supplies
 � Seeds
 � Paper towel
 � Clear plastic bag with a zipper
 � Video or book about how 
plants grow

 � Sample plants
 � Magnifying glasses (optional)

Build
Show the children some toy people 
figures . Make a community together 
in which each person has a house 
and a field . Each child could make 
a house out of plastic blocks or 
wooden building blocks and place 
this house on a square of green felt 
or green paper . Notice that everyone 
has a place to live and everyone has a 
field that could grow food .

Supplies
 � Toy people figures, at least one 
per child

 � Squares of green felt or green 
paper

 � Wooden building blocks or 
interlocking plastic blocks

Bless
Gather in a circle to send children with a blessing . Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15 . Say 
a blessing to each child:

God gives you joy, _______ (child’s name).
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Week 8
Leviticus 25

Proclaim Jubilee

God told Mo-ses everyone

should rest every fif-ty years.

They should gather all around;

listen to the trumpet sound.

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

Time to rest and be free.

In the year of Ju-bi-lee,

Go home to your fam-i-ly.

If you sold your house or land,

they will be your own again.

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

Time to rest and be free.

In the year of Ju-bi-lee,

Do not go out and plant seeds.

Eat what grows up on its own.

God will help the plants to grow.

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

It’s Jubilee time!

Time to rest and be free.

“Signs of Life” Scavenger Hunt. 
As you go about your day, notice things that grow without being planted . Pay attention to plants growing through cracks 
in the sidewalk, pavement, or gravel . How many can you see in one day?

Sing Together. 
Sing the story song below or other favorite songs about God as you go about your day . Songs such as this one help to teach 
children the language of faith, while also expanding their growing vocabulary . Hearing songs on a CD or MP3 player is 
good, but hearing your voice is even better! Children learn language best through interactions with loved ones! And don’t 
worry, they won’t know if you sing off-key!

Sing the story song to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me” or chant the words in a sing-song way .

Illustration by Rebecca Thornburgh
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“Enough for All” Game Cards
Cut out the game cards on the solid black lines . Play one of these games:

Week 8
Leviticus 25

Alone
• Sort the cards into piles: one pile for food, one for houses, one for coins .
• Then place them in three rows . Each row needs to have one basket of food, one house, and one coin .
• Line up the cards to make patterns . Try one of these or make up your own:

• Food, house, food, house, food, house
• House, coin, house, coin, house, coin
• Food, house, coin, food, house, coin

With Two Friends
• One set of cards: One person holds three food cards . One person holds three house cards . One person holds three 

coin cards . On your turn, lay one of your cards face up in front of a player, including yourself . Be sure the player 
doesn’t already have that type of card! Continue in this fashion until every person has a food card, house card, and 
coin card .

• Multiple sets of cards: Combine all three players’ cards together so there are 27 cards in a deck . Shuffle and then 
deal out the cards . On a turn, ask a player for either a house, coin, or food card . The player must give you that card 
if they have one . Match it with your own card and lay the match on the table . If the other player doesn’t have the 
requested type of card, your turn is over . Note: This game focuses on matching categories (house, food, coin) . The 
items do not need to match exactly; any house can be a match for any other house .
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Week 8

Jubilee Strips
Print and cut apart the strips and the trumpet card .
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