
Week 5 (Sisters Ask for Land)  5.1

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning. 

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Print Student Pages.

• Teacher’s Guide
• Student Pages (5.6–5.7)

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses. 

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Matthew 22 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Battery-operated candle
• Rhythm instruments 

(optional)
• Ball

Share the Story
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Read, Watch, Listen items.
• Practice telling the Bible story with 

specified props. Find five story figures 
or prepare the Story Puppets (p. 5.8).

• Story Picture (RP)
• Story Puppets (p. 5.8)

• Bible
• Cloth backdrop
• Six story figures

Responsive Play
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Responsive Play options 
you will offer and gather needed 
supplies.

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play activities

• Student Pages

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play 
activities

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home the Student Pages and any 
craft projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player

Week 5

Sisters Ask for Land
Numbers 27:1–11

Story Summary
The Promised Land was being assigned to the twelve tribes of Israel . The tribe of Manasseh had a man who died without 
sons to claim the land . He did have five daughters . The daughters approached Moses at the Tent of Meeting and asked for 
the land to remember their father’s name . Moses took the matter to God . God said the daughters were right and made a 
new law for the people of Israel . 

Faith Link
God cares about fairness .
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Prepare
Sisters Ask for Land
Numbers 27:1–11 
by Carrie Martens

Women are infrequently the main characters in biblical stories, but in this one, 
there are five! Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah are sisters with a mis-
sion . Following a plague, God instructed Moses to do a census of the people of 
Israel and portion out the land according to the actual numbers in each clan . 
The sisters quickly realize a problem . Their father has died, and because he has 
only daughters, his land will be taken away and his name will end . This is not 
acceptable to them .

It is tempting to read this story as a fight for women’s rights . And in some 
respects, it is . Women could not inherit land . A clan’s name and land were 
passed down from father to son . A clan with no sons would simply die out . The 
author emphasizes the importance of this structure by starting with a list of 
Zelophehad’s male ancestors . So yes, the sisters are arguing against a law that 
prohibits them from inheriting as women .

However, in that context, women did not have equal voice or equal rights . 
And so here the sisters are not arguing for their own voice, or their own rights, 
but for their father’s . This is not to downplay the incredible courage of their 
actions, but to recognize that the value of their own personhood was simply not 
yet in their imagination .

Their courage in challenging the law, however, is paramount . Given the place 
of women at the time, it is incredible that the sisters even considered approach-
ing Moses and the entire congregation . What makes this even more astounding 
can be found in the brief reference to a man named Korah . The sisters note that 
their father did not die because he was part of the company of Korah, but why 
does this matter? Earlier, in chapter 16, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, of the tribe 
of Levi rebelled against Moses, and thus against God . In dramatic fashion, God 
had them swallowed up by the earth . The sisters are well aware of this event . Yet 
they are willing to risk their lives for a law that they see as unjust, even a law that 
has been given to Moses by God .

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah may not be advocating for them-
selves in a twenty-first century sense . However, their story is a reminder that the 
words and laws of those in power, even if the words are presumed to be from 
God, can still be challenged, and in fact, should be, if those laws are unjust .

Take a few moments to reflect on the sisters’ courage. What helps you to 
act with courage?

Are there laws or rules in your church, community, or country that 
benefit some, but are not for the good of all? How might you speak into 
those situations?

God, sometimes it is easier to remain silent. Grant me the courage to open my eyes 
to injustice and to speak out according to your Spirit. Amen.
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Connect
Make Friends
Give each child a designated place to sit and start your time together with a 
welcome chant . There are new words today!

Hello, friends, hello! We’ve come to sing and pray! (Fold your hands 
in prayer.) 
Hello, _____ and _____. (Name two children as you wave at them.) 
We’ll hear God’s story today! (Hold your hands like a book.)

Sing
Sing “Spread God’s Love Around,” track 3, and “Love the Lord Your God,” track 5, 
from Worship Songs for Children . Use rhythm instruments if desired to add joyful 
expressions of praise . Go to www .ShineCurriculum .com/Extras to find instruc-
tions for making simple rhythm instruments .

Pray
Turn on a battery-operated candle . Say:

The light shines! God is with us. God cares about us. When I talk to 
God, God listens! When you talk to God, God listens to you.

Pass a ball around the circle as you pray, thanking God for listening to 
each child .

God, thank you for listening to ____, _____, and _____. (Name each 
child as the ball is passed around the circle.) You care about our ques-
tions and hear our prayers. Amen.

Close your eyes and pause for 5–10 seconds to listen to the sound of quiet .

Learn a Verse
Draw children’s attention to the Matthew 22 Poster from the Resource Pack . Say 
the second part of the verse several times with motions .

“Love (give yourself a hug) your neighbor (gesture to the group) as 
yourself.” (Point to yourself.)

—Matthew 22:39b (NIV)

Teaching Tip
When you are introducing an 
activity, use short, simple instruc-
tions. Then show an example of the 
action and give children a chance 
to try it with some guidance. With 
young children, it works best to 
speak in positive phrases, such as 
saying, “We will use gentle hands,” 
or “Pass the ball carefully.” Seeing 
you demonstrate passing the ball, 
for instance, gives them a visual 
example to illustrate your words. 
Practicing the action gives them the 
“muscle memory” of trying out an 
activity in a safe way. These steps 
help children feel confident in what 
to do.
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Share the Story
Get Ready
Place a cloth in front of you to serve as a storytelling backdrop . Use five story 
figures to represent the five sisters as well as one story figure to show Moses . 
Alternatively, use the Story Puppets from page 5 .8 in this guide for storytelling . 
Display the Story Picture from the Resource Pack .

Show children a Bible and tell them that the story comes from the Bible . Say:

The Bible tells us about God’s love (hold your hands like an open book) 
for people here (point to the children), 
for people there (point toward a door or window), 
for people everywhere. (Extend both arms out to the side.)

Bible Story
Once, there were five sisters . (Set five story figures on the cloth.) Their names were 
Mahlah [MA-luh], Noah [NOH-uh], Hoglah [HOH-gluh], Milcah [MILK-uh], and 
Tirzah [TUR-zuh] . (Touch one story figure as you say each name.) Their father’s 
name was Zelophehad [Ze-LOH-fuh-had] .

The sisters were very sad . Their father had died . But there was something 
else making them sad . There was a rule that said the sisters could not have their 
father’s land . The land could only be given to sons . Now the sisters would not 
have land because they were girls and not boys! They would have nothing .

They went to the tent of meeting to talk to Moses, the leader . (Set out the 
Moses story figure. Move sisters next to Moses.) “Our father has died . Please give 
us his land,” they said .

Moses said, “This is against the rules, but I will go ask God what to do .” Moses 
went to talk to God . (Move Moses a short distance away.) He said, “God, these five 
sisters have come to me asking for their father’s land . What should I do?”

God said, “The sisters are right . They should have the land . Change the rule 
so that if a man dies, his daughters can receive his land too!”

(Move Moses back to the five sisters.) The sisters were so happy! The new rule 
meant that they would have a place to live!

I Wonder . . .
Say some wondering questions to help children connect with the story in a per-
sonal way .

• I wonder how the sisters felt when they asked Moses for help .
• Imagine feeling very, very sad like the sisters . Now imagine feeling very, 

very happy!
• Has anyone ever treated you unfairly? Imagine someone saying, “You’re 

not allowed to have any lunch .” Now imagine someone saying, “Come to 
the table and eat lunch! There is enough for you!”

• Moses asked God for help . What could you ask God for help with?

Teaching Tip
Children are often fascinated 
by unique or unfamiliar words. 
Women’s names are not always 
mentioned in Bible stories and 
naming them emphasizes how 
important their situation was 
to God. Follow this guide to 
confidently pronounce the names 
of the five sisters and their father:

• Mahlah [MA-luh]
• Noah [NOH-uh]
• Hoglah [HOH-gluh]
• Milcah [MILK-uh]
• Tirzah [TUR-zuh]
• Zelophehad [Ze-LOH-fuh-had] 

(father)

Read, Watch, Listen
Art: Community Strength by 
Simone McLeod; Daughters of 
Zelophehad by Bonnie Lee Roth

Video: “Sharing Cookies” by Sesame 
Street (YouTube)

Song: “The Daughters of 
Zelophehad” by Bryan Moyer 
Suderman from the I’m Glad 
You’re Here album

Sisters Ask for Land

Numbers 27:1–11

Illustration by Allan Eitzen
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Responsive Play
Re-play
Make a set of Story Puppets for each 
child from page 5 .8 in this guide using 
stiff paper, such as card stock, and 
fasten them to wooden craft sticks . 
The children can use the puppets to 
act out the events of the story:
•  Sisters being sad that their 

father died .
•  Sisters saying they have 

a problem .
•  Sisters going to Moses to ask 

for help .
•  Moses asking God for help .
•  Moses telling the sisters that 

they have land .

Then say the Story Rhyme on page 
5 .9 in this guide while the children 
hold up their puppets .

Supplies
 � Story Puppets (p . 5 .8)
 � Story Rhyme (p . 5 .9)
 � Card stock
 � Wooden craft sticks or 
unsharpened pencils

 � Tape

Build
Use furniture such as chairs and 
tables as well as sheets or blan-
kets to create a “tent of meeting” in 
your space, like the one pictured on 
Student Page 5 .7 . Pretend to be the 
five sisters and go to ask Moses for 
help at the tent of meeting . If space 
is limited, create a tent of meeting 
using interlocking plastic blocks and 
pieces of cloth instead .

Supplies
 � Student Pages
 � Furniture
 � Sheets or blankets
 � Cushions
 � Interlocking plastic blocks 
and pieces of cloth (optional)

Go
Imagine that Moses was at the front of 
your church . Go to the front entrance 
or front steps of the building where 
you meet . If desired, dress up like the 
five sisters and wear Bible-times cos-
tumes, such as tea towels for head 
coverings . Imagine what the sis-
ters would say as they walked there 
together . Pretend to be the sisters, 
asking Moses for help at the meeting 
place . Decide together where Moses 
would go to talk with God .

Supplies
 � Bible-times costumes 
(optional)

Bless
Gather in a circle . Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15 . As each child leaves, say:

God hears you and loves you, ____ (child’s name).
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Five sisters Moses Land

Once, there were . When their father died, they were very sad. 

The rule was that their father’s  would be given away because he had no sons.

The went to . They said, “Please give us our father’s .”

This was against the rules. So asked God for help.

God said, “The rule is not fair. Change the rule. Give the  to the .”

Now the had the  they needed! They felt very happy!
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Week 5
Numbers 27:1–11

Sisters Ask for Land

Play a game about fairness. Give each person in the game a dif-
ferent number of squares of paper or playing cards . Work together to 
figure out how to divide them fairly .

Talk with your child about the different ways that sharing can 
happen . We can share by taking turns using the same item, using it 
at different times . We can share by dividing something equally, such 
as giving everyone the same amount of play dough . Notice times that 
sharing is occurring in daily life, such as dividing a dessert into por-
tions or making sure that everyone has a cup at the table .
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Tent of Meeting
Use sheets and blankets or interlocking plastic blocks and pieces of cloth to create your own tent of meeting like this one! 
Pretend to be the five sisters and go ask Moses for help at the tent of meeting .

Illustration by Allan Eitzen

Holy of Holies

Veil

Altar of Incense

Holy Place

Menorah

Laver

Altar of Burnt Offerings

Week 5
Numbers 27:1–11
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Week 5

Story Puppets
Make one set of puppets for each child . Cut around the solid line and secure the back of the puppet with masking tape to 
an unsharpened pencil or a wooden craft stick to form a handle .
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Week 5

Story Rhyme
Use this rhyme to guide the children during Responsive Play (Re-play) .

Five sisters were so sad . (Hold up sisters puppet.)
They lost the land they had .

They asked for a new law .
It was Moses they saw . (Hold up Moses puppet.)

Moses went to God to ask (raise Moses puppet higher)
for God’s help with this task .

God said the rule should be,
that land the sisters could receive . (Hold up the sisters puppet.)

The sisters were so glad .
Now their father’s land they had! (Make the sisters puppet dance.)
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