
Week 4 (Enough for All)  4.1

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning. 

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Print Student Pages.

• Teacher’s Guide
• Student Pages (4.6–4.7)

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses. 

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Matthew 22 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Soft ball
• Battery-operated 

candle

Share the Story
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Read, Watch, Listen items.
• Practice telling the Bible story with 

specified props.

• Story Picture (RP) • Bible
• Cloth backdrop
• Ten or more toy story 

figures

Responsive Play
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Responsive Play op-
tions you will offer and gather needed 
supplies.

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play activities

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play 
activities

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any 
craft projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player

Week 4

Enough for All
Acts 4:32–37

Story Summary
The early church showed commitment and unity as they shared a common life . After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, an 
ever-increasing group of people listened to the apostles’ preaching and ate and prayed together . People with possessions 
sold what they had and gave the money to the apostles, who gave it to those in need . Everyone in the community had 
enough . Many who saw this joined the community of Jesus’ followers .

Faith Link
We can make sure everyone has enough .
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Prepare
Enough for All
Acts 4:32–37
by Carrie Martens

The Holy Spirit has been poured out; the apostles are preaching, teaching, and 
healing . Thousands are baptized into the new community of Christ follow-
ers . The church has been born . This new community is focused on fellowship, 
breaking bread, gratitude, praise, prayer, and the sharing of material goods 
(Acts 2:44-47) .

However, in Acts 4, the apostles begin to experience significant pushback 
for their bold proclamations and the power of the Jesus movement . Peter and 
John are arrested, and the rulers and elders are annoyed . They warn the apostles 
not to speak in Jesus’ name, but Peter and John cannot keep silent about what 
they have seen and heard of Jesus’ death and resurrection . The passion of their 
community is fed by the ongoing movement of the Holy Spirit and perhaps even 
galvanized by threats of opposition and imprisonment .

In Acts 4:32, Luke indicates that the group was “of one heart and soul,” and 
all possessions were held in common . Unity is both their reality and their aspi-
ration, and it is made possible through Christ . Luke presents Barnabas as the 
living ideal of their Spirit-filled community . He sells his field and gives all the 
proceeds to the apostles . It is actions like this that make it possible for the com-
munity to say that there are no needy people among them .

But is it that simple? Clearly not, for immediately following in chapter 5 is 
the story of Ananias and Sapphira who found this new way of being more chal-
lenging to enact . They sold their property but gave only a portion of the pro-
ceeds and then lied about it . Repercussions follow . Barnabas is held up as the 
ideal, Ananias and Sapphira, the cautionary tale . But does this mean that hold-
ing things in common does not work? Perhaps, but perhaps not . And maybe 
that’s not the point .

The community of Acts is built on the foundation of death and resurrection . 
Death—found in exploitation, persecution, hatred, violence, and starvation—is 
overcome in Christ and transformed through resurrection to new life . The apos-
tles see signs of death in their midst . Folks are hungry; they lack basic neces-
sities . But there are also signs of new life . Some have more than they need and 
are willing to share . Joy and wonder at Jesus’ resurrection do not simply lead to 
praise but to transformed living . Sharing of goods was the resurrection response 
to need among them . And the result was God’s grace poured out upon them .

What are the basic necessities that folks in your community need to live a 
healthy life? Do all have access to these necessities? What might resurrec-
tion and new life look like in your community, in our world?

God of abundance, in your economy all have enough. Send the Spirit among us to 
show us the way to resurrection in our own communities so that we might fully live 
in your economy of grace and abundance. Amen.
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Connect
Make Friends
Give each child a designated place to sit and start your time together with a 
welcome chant . Repeat the chant until everyone in the group has been named:

Hello, friends, hello! Give a friendly wave! (Wave to everyone.) 
Hello, _____ and _____. (Insert two children’s names as you wave 
at them.) 
We’re glad you’re here today! (Clap twice.)

Sing
Sing “Spread God’s Love Around,” track 3, and “Love the Lord Your God,” track 5, 
from Worship Songs for Children .

Pray
Turn on a battery-operated candle . Say:

The light shines! God is with us. God cares about us.

Hold a soft ball in your hands . Practice passing the ball around the circle . 
Then cue children to pass the ball after each line of the prayer .

God, may everyone have food. (Pass the ball.) 
May everyone have clean water. (Pass the ball.) 
May everyone have friends to love. (Pass the ball.) 
May everyone have a family. (Pass the ball.) 
May everyone have what they need. (Pass the ball.) Amen.

Learn a Verse
Continue passing the ball as you say the Bible memory passage from the 
Matthew 22 Poster in the Resource Pack . If children are becoming familiar with 
the verse, say it together . If they are still learning the words, have them echo 
each phrase back to you and then pass the ball .

Jesus replied: (pass the ball) 
“Love the Lord (pass the ball) 
your God (pass the ball) 
with all your heart (pass the ball) 
and with all your soul (pass the ball) 
and with all your mind.” (Pass the ball.)

—Matthew 22:37 (NIV)

Teaching Tip
Wondering questions can be used 
at different times throughout the 
session. For instance, after this 
prayer, you could say, “I wonder 
how it feels to be with friends” or 
“I wonder what it’s like to drink 
cold water on a hot day.” There is 
no need for children to respond 
verbally, although they may do so. 
Brief pauses after the questions 
allow children to start forming 
their own ideas and questions.
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Share the Story
Get Ready
Place a cloth in front of you to serve as a storytelling backdrop . Set a large vari-
ety of people story figures in a circle on the cloth to show the unity of the early 
church . There is a place for everyone in the circle .

Display the Story Picture from the Resource Pack .
Show children a Bible and tell them that the story comes from the Bible . Say:

The Bible tells us about God’s love (hold your hands like an open book) 
for people here (point to the children), 
for people there (point toward a door or window), 
for people everywhere. (Extend both arms out to the side.)

Encourage children to copy your motions during the story .

Bible Story
There were many people who followed the way of Jesus . They were close to each 
other and shared with each other . (Move the story figures into a closer circle.) No 
one had more or less than anyone else . Everyone had enough .

God’s love and kindness were with them. (Place both hands on 
your heart.) 
They shared God’s love and kindness. (Reach both hands out to 
the sides.)

The people talked about how Jesus died and rose again . They remembered 
what Jesus had said and done .

God’s love and kindness were with them. (Place both hands on 
your heart.) 
They shared God’s love and kindness. (Reach both hands out to 
the sides.)

Everyone had enough of what they needed . People who owned houses or 
land sold these things and shared the money with everyone else . One man was 
called Barnabas because he encouraged other people so much . He sold a field 
and brought the money to share with the others .

God’s love and kindness were with them. (Place both hands on 
your heart.) 
They shared God’s love and kindness. (Reach both hands out to 
the sides.)

I Wonder . . .
Ask some or all of these wondering questions and allow some time for children 
to make their own connections to the story, aloud or silently .

• I wonder what you liked best about this story .
• I wonder if it was ever hard for the people to share .
• Imagine telling the stories of Jesus with friends .
• I wonder how Barnabas’ friends felt when he sold his field and gave the 

money away .
• Talk about a time you shared with someone .

Teaching Tip
When there is a repeated phrase 
or action in the story, demonstrate 
the words and actions first, and 
then invite children to try the words 
and actions with you before you 
begin the story. Be flexible about 
how children participate. They may 
participate by watching. They may 
imitate the actions as you do them, 
and they may say some or all of the 
words. Allow children to join in and 
participate in a way that is comfort-
able for them. Know that observa-
tion is a form of participation!

Enough for All
Acts 4:32–37

Illustration by Len Epstein

Read, Watch, Listen
Books: Everybody’s Welcome by 
Patricia Hegarty; Barnabas: The 
Encourager by Carine MacKenzie

Video: “God Sends the Holy Spirit” 
by Saddleback Kids (YouTube), start 
at 2:35

Song: “Enough for All” by Bryan 
Moyer Suderman

For Teachers: “Enough” and 
“Practice” with Shane Claiborne in 
the Economy of Love video series on 
The Work of the People website
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Responsive Play
Move
Print and cut apart the Sharing Cards 
from page 4 .8 in this guide . Tape 
them on the edges of a table, spac-
ing them evenly around the entire 
table . Turn on one of the albums in 
Everybody Sing to a favorite song. As 
the music plays, have children walk, 
hop, tiptoe, or jump around the table . 
Periodically stop the music and say, 
“We can share ______________ .” 
Name one of the items on a game 
card or use categories such as “toys” 
or “food” that could have multiple 
answers . Children can quickly find 
the picture and stack their hands 
on it .

Supplies
 � Sharing Cards (p . 4 .8)
 � Everybody Sing: Worship Songs 
for Children and Songs for the 
Seasons

 � CD or MP3 player
 � Tape

Explore
Before the session, draw a smiley face 
in the bottom of each egg cup in sev-
eral egg cartons . Fill a bowl or bowls 
with dry beans . Have children place 
beans in each egg cup, as if sharing 
food with each person . Some chil-
dren may want to count out an equal 
number of beans to place in each 
cup . Others can just be sure each cup 
has some beans . Make sure the chil-
dren understand that they may not 
eat these beans .

Supplies
 � Egg cartons
 � Pen
 � Dry beans

Make Peace
Complete Student Page 4 .7 to iden-
tify things that children could share . 
Then bring out a large supply of coins . 
(Foil-covered cardboard circles can 
also be used to represent coins .) 
How could they divide the coins so 
that everyone has enough? Pretend 
to buy and sell things with the coins, 
remembering the way that Barnabas 
sold his field and shared the money 
so that other people could have what 
they needed . Be sure children do not 
put coins in their mouths!

Supplies
 � Student Pages
 � Crayons
 � Large supply of coins or 
foil-covered cardboard circles

 � Toys to “buy” and “sell”

Bless
Gather in a circle . Sing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15 . As each child leaves, say:

God’s love and kindness are with you, _________ (child’s name).
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Enough for All
Sing the words of the story to the tune of 
“This Old Man .”

The first church followed God.
They were friends and followed God.
With a prayer and song,
they shared the things they had.
God’s love made them ver-y glad.

Ev-’ry-one had e-nough.
They all shared and had e-nough.
With a prayer and song,
they shared the things they had.
God’s love made them ver-y glad.

They all said Je-sus’ words!
They re-mem-bered Je-sus’ words!
With a prayer and song,
they shared the things they had.
God’s love made them ve-ry glad.

Bar-na-bas sold a field!
He shared mo-ney from that field!
With a prayer and song,
they shared the things they had.
God’s love made them ver-y glad.

Find ways to share prayers, songs, and giving with your child.

• Pray. Pray before meals and include the names of people in your faith com-
munity in your prayers .

• Sing. Find out which songs your child likes best and sing these songs while 
you go about your day . Sing a calming song at bedtime .

• Give. Involve your child in giving . Choose a cause in your community and 
bring a donation together . If you give an offering at church, have your child 
put the offering in .
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Things We Can Share
What can these children share? There are five items at the bottom of the page . Can you find them in the picture? Circle the 
ones you find .

Week 4
Acts 4:32–37
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Week 4

Sharing Cards
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