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Week 1

Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14–30

Story Summary
Jesus returned to Galilee and taught; everyone praised him . In the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus read from the scroll of 
Isaiah . The scripture proclaimed good news for the poor and the year of the Lord’s favor . Jesus told them that the scripture 
had come true . Jesus implied that his words wouldn’t be accepted in his hometown, comparing the people to the Israelites 
in Elijah and Elisha’s time . The crowd turned against him, but Jesus slipped away .

Faith Link
Jesus cares for “outsiders .”

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning. 

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible 
essay on the Prepare page.

• Print Student Pages.

• Teacher’s Guide
• Student Pages (1.6–1.7)

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses. 

• Print and display the Matthew 22 Poster 
(RP).

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Matthew 22 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Rhythm instruments 

(optional)
• Battery-operated 

candle

Share the Story
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview “Read, Watch, Listen” items.
• Practice telling the Bible story with speci-

fied props.
• Prepare the Double-Sided Story Figures 

(p. 1.9) or draw these figures onto flat 
stones with a permanent marker. (The 
Double-Sided Story Figures will also be 
used sessions 2 and 9.)

• Roll up a paper to look like a scroll.

• Story Picture (RP)
• Student Pages
• Double-Sided Story 

Figures (p. 1.9)

• Bible
• Cloth backdrop
• Box or basket for story-

telling props
• Paper scroll

Responsive Play
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Responsive Play options you 
will offer and gather needed supplies.

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play activities

• Supplies for chosen 
Responsive Play 
activities

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Copy and send home the Letter to Families 
(p. 1.8).

• Send home the Student Pages and any 
craft projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Student Pages
• Letter to Families (p. 1.8)

• CD or MP3 player

PREK–KINDERGARTEN

RP=Resource Pack



Week 1 (Jesus Calls for Justice)  1.2

Prepare
Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14–30
by Carrie Martens

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor .” These words from the prophet Isaiah are often read during 
Advent . Some receive them with fond nostalgia, while others experience deep 
longing . They are familiar words about a hoped-for future . And when read from 
Isaiah, they can feel somewhat distant .

This text from Luke invites a much more immediate hearing . Here is Jesus, 
fresh from his encounter with the devil in the wilderness . The waters of his bap-
tism have dried, but his baptism of the Spirit is ongoing . Word of his teaching 
has begun to spread through the countryside . Now he has arrived in his home-
town of Nazareth to preach his inaugural sermon . When he speaks these pro-
phetic words from Isaiah, there is not only the opportunity to witness his bold 
proclamation that he is the fulfillment of the promise, but also the crowd’s 
reaction—the first and the second .

After Jesus reads from the scriptures and declares that he is the anointed 
one, Luke says that all were amazed . Those who knew Jesus when he was just 
a little boy are delighted . They speak well of him, and they wonder, “Is this not 
Joseph’s son?” This is their first reaction .

And then Jesus turns the tables, not the last time he will do so . He sees 
through their admiration . He knows they want him to perform wonders for 
them—his people—as he has done for others . But Jesus knows what they really 
need is difficult truth . The truth that release, healing, and freedom are for every-
one, not just for them . Ouch .

Jesus reminds them of the years of drought in which Elijah is sent, not to 
an insider, but to an outsider from Zarephath . And among all the lepers Elisha 
could have healed, God sends him to heal Naaman, the Syrian .

Jesus’ proclamation is both good news and difficult truth . And this leads to 
the crowd’s second reaction—anger . They realize that Jesus is criticizing them 
for their exclusivity and preoccupation with purity, and they are filled with rage . 
They drive him out of town so they can attempt to throw him off a cliff .

In Jesus, Isaiah’s prophecy is not an image of a distant future but an imme-
diate call . Jesus calls the people to bring release, healing, and freedom for all 
people, as God has been doing throughout their history . And there is also the 
reminder that what is good news for one can be difficult truth for another .

Read the words that Jesus speaks from the prophet Isaiah in Luke 4:18–19. 
What might those words look like in your own community? How are Jesus’ 
words good news for you? How are they difficult truth?

God, remind me daily that you are for all people. Help me to receive your gift of 
healing even as I work to bring about your healing for others. Amen.
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Connect
Make Friends
Greet the children as they arrive and say hello to their families . Introduce your-
self and tell children how happy you are to be with them . Give each child a des-
ignated place to sit and start your time together with a welcome chant . Repeat 
the chant until everyone in the group has been named:

Hello, friends, hello! Give a friendly wave! (Wave to everyone.) 
Hello, _____ and _____. (Insert two children’s names as you wave 
at them.) 
We’re glad you’re here today! (Clap twice.)

Sing
Sing “Spread God’s Love Around,” track 3, and “Love the Lord Your God,” track 5, 
from Worship Songs for Children . Children can join in with the music in many 
ways, by listening, singing, or humming along . They may sway from side to side 
while they sing, do simple motions, or use rhythm instruments .

Pray
Turn on a battery-operated candle as a symbol of God’s presence with you . Say:

The light shines! God is with us. God hears us when we pray.

Then hold up your closed hands . Put up one finger at a time as you pray and 
thank God for each person .

Learn a Verse
Show children the Matthew 22 Poster from the Resource Pack and point to the 
first part of the verse . Point to each word as you say it:

“Love the Lord your God.”
—Matthew 22:37a (NIV)

Try a few different actions to go with each of these words . For instance, 
stomp your feet, pat the floor, pat your shoulders, pump your hands up, or clap 
while you say each word . End by rocking from side to side while you whisper 
each word .

Teaching Tips
Knowing the children is just as 
important as knowing the Bible 
story! A first step is to learn chil-
dren’s names. If you find it difficult 
to remember names, take a photo-
graph of each child (with families’ 
permission) holding a name card. 
Consider using name tags in the 
first week or two.

The light of the candle is a symbol 
for the light of God. By using this 
candle throughout the quarter, 
children will have a way of con-
necting visually with the idea of 
God’s presence.

At www.ShineCurriculum.com/
Extras you can find instructions to 
make maracas, rattles, or drums. 
There are also song motions for 
each song on Everybody Sing. While 
you may want to simplify some of 
the motions, they can be a good 
starting point.
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Share the Story
Get Ready
Use a cloth for a storytelling backdrop . Place the prepared Double-Sided Story 
Figures from page 1 .9 on the backdrop, sad side down . Flip them to the happy 
side when indicated in the instructions . Roll up a piece of paper to look like 
a scroll .

Show children a Bible and tell them that the story comes from the Bible . Say:

The Bible tells us about God’s love (hold your hands like an open book) 
for people here (point to the children), 
for people there (point toward a door or window), 
for people everywhere. (Extend both arms out to the side.)

Bible Story
Wherever he went, Jesus told people about God . One day, he went to his home-
town . He went to the place where people learned about God and prayed together .

Jesus unrolled a scroll to tell a story of God . (Unroll a paper “scroll.” ) He said:
“God is with me . God has given me a special job . I get to tell everyone good 

news! I have good news for people who do not have enough . (Place two sad story 
figures on the mat.) Do not worry! (Flip to the happy side .) God cares for you!

I have good news for people who have been treated unfairly . (Place two sad 
story figures on the cloth.) You are now free! (Flip to the happy side .) God cares 
for you!

I have good news for people who cannot see . (Place two sad story figures on 
the cloth.) You will now be able to see! (Flip to the happy side .) God cares for you!

I have good news for people who are in trouble . (Place two sad story figures on 
the cloth.) You are now free! (Flip to the happy side .) God cares for you!”

Some people did not like what Jesus said . They were angry with him, so Jesus 
left and went on his way to tell other people in other places the message of God .

I Wonder . . .
After telling the story, turn the story figures so the sad faces are showing . Ask 
one or more of these wondering questions and pause briefly for children to 
share their responses if they wish .

(Point to the sad faces.) Imagine feeling sad or hurt . (Pause, then turn the story 
figures so the happy faces are showing.) Now imagine someone saying, “I have 
good news for you!”

• I wonder how it feels to be freed from trouble .
• I wonder why some people did not like what Jesus said .
• I wonder what good news we could share with other people .

Teaching Tips
By repeating the same routines 
each week, you help children to 
become comfortable and settle 
in for a story. Young children’s 
attention spans for listening tend 
to be very short, and they learn 
best through play, so shared activi-
ties which engage children’s bodies 
should make up most of your 
time together.

To set up the story time, use famil-
iar words and actions before the 
story. Using a few simple props to 
show the story helps children to 
connect with the Bible story visually 
and imaginatively. It brings the 
story to life for children, especially 
children who learn best visually.

Read, Watch, Listen
Book: God’s Dream by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and Douglas Carlton 
Abrams

Art: Julio painting by Shai Yossef

Video: “Be Kind to Everyone” 
by Rocking Dan Teaching Man 
(YouTube)

Song: “Disciples-in-Training” by 
Bryan Moyer Suderman

Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14–30

Illustration by Gabhor Utomo
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Responsive Play
Move
Jesus shared good news in the 
synagogue . Play a “Good News” 
game . Give everyone a designated 
spot marked with masking tape on 
the floor . Say the line below, naming 
an action for everyone to do . Chil-
dren do the named action until you 
plays a rhythm instrument such as 
a maraca . Then everyone freezes . 
Repeat as many times as desired . 
Optional: Have children name the 
actions for the group .

Good news! God cares for 
you! Now it’s time to _____ 
(jump, hop, march with high 
knees, “slide” from side to side, 
tiptoe, clap, dance).

Supplies
 � Rhythm instrument
 � Masking tape

Make Peace
Look at the four pictures on Student 
Page 1 .7 . In each picture there is a 
picture of someone in need of help . 
What does each of these children 
need? What would be “good news” 
to these children? Color the page 
and put heart stickers or happy face 
stickers around the page to represent 
caring and helping . Older children 
may be able to draw heart shapes or 
happy faces by themselves .

Supplies
 � Crayons
 � Heart stickers or happy face 
stickers

Build
Jesus read the scroll in the synagogue . 
Children can use play dough to make 
a scroll and a synagogue . Show chil-
dren how to roll play dough into a 
thin rectangle, then roll the flattened 
dough to make a scroll . For a bit of 
a challenge, roll each end toward the 
middle to form the scroll . Make a 
synagogue using craft sticks and play 
dough . There is a play dough recipe at 
www .ShineCurriculum .com/Extras .

Supplies
 � Play dough
 � Craft sticks

Bless
Gather in a circle . Turn on “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15, as quiet background music . Move 
from child to child, saying, “__________ (child’s name), you are special! God loves you .”

PREK–KINDERGARTEN
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Week 1
Luke 4:14–30

Jesus Has Good News!
Chant the words below or sing them to the 

tune of “London Bridge .”

Jesus has good news to share,  

news to share, news to share!

Jesus has good news to share.

Yes, our God cares.

People who are stuck are free,  

stuck are free, stuck are free!

People who are stuck are free.

Yes, our God cares.

People who were blind can see,  

blind can see, blind can see!

People who were blind can see.

Yes, our God cares.

Those in trouble are set free,  

are set free, are set free!

Those in trouble are set free.

Yes, our God cares.

Illustration by Gabhor Utomo

Make fingerprint “good news” cards to show someone that you care . 
Cards might be for a neighbor, someone who cannot come to church, or some-
one who feels sick . Write messages to the people about how you and God care 
about them!

STUDENTPREK–KINDERGARTEN
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I Can Help!
Jesus brought good news for people who needed help . Look at each picture . Who needs help in each picture? What could 
you do or say to help? Color each picture . Put heart stickers or happy face stickers on the page to show your love . (Or draw 
hearts and happy faces all by yourself !)

Illustrations by Kate Cosgrove

Week 1
Luke 4:14–30
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Letter to Families
Dear Family,

Welcome to Current: Seeking Justice Together! These stories will help your child to learn more about Jesus’ call for justice . 
The stories of Jesus, the early church, Esther, and many other people in the Bible show God’s care for all people and the 
importance of setting things right, the way God meant them to be . The first set of stories is about caring for vulnerable 
people: welcoming everyone, caring for people’s needs, and sharing so that everyone has enough . The second set of stories 
is about setting things right: proclaiming jubilee, saying “I’m sorry,” righting our wrongs, worshiping and praying, being 
persistent, and giving generously .

Each week, your child will bring home Student Pages that have a retelling of the Bible story, Family Fun ideas, and an 
activity . Review the items with your child, carrying their church experiences into daily life .

Seen, Safe, Soothed, Secure
Children learn about caring for vulnerable people first of all through how others care for them . They learn to love because 
they are loved! When children feel seen and understood, safe with their caregivers, and comforted when in distress, they 
develop a secure foundation for well-being . Dr . Dan Siegel, author of The Whole-Brain Child, refers to this process as the 
four S’s of attachment: seen, safe, soothed, and secure .

Care for Others
Children, in turn, can extend this care to others . They often practice caring for others in their play, such as by

• wrapping a doll or stuffed animal toy in a blanket,
• talking with a loving voice during imaginative play,
• gently touching an animal’s fur, and
• playing kindly with a friend or sibling .

Notice and name these helpful and caring behaviors: “You are using gentle hands . ____ likes that soft touch .”

Say the Words
As children learn how loved they are and how to express care for others, they are also learning about a God who sees us, 
keeps us safe, soothes us in distress, and loves us unconditionally . They learn in very concrete ways, through relationships, 
that God is trustworthy and kind . In daily life, tell children that God made a wonderful world, including them!

Blessings in your role as a spiritual teacher for your child .

PREK–KINDERGARTEN
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Weeks 1, 2, 9

Double-Sided Story Figures
Cut on the solid lines and fold on the dotted lines to make double-sided figures . Glue or tape the figures shut so there is 
a happy person on one side and a sad person on the other . Alternative: Make double-sided happy/sad figures by drawing 
people on flat stones that are various sizes, shapes, and colors .
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