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Living in 
Community

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 35 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons 

• Bible Memory Poster—Romans 12 
(RP)

• Spotlight Magazines 

• CD or MP3 
player

• Ball

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP). 
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.
• Cut out characters from “A Church 

for All of Us” Poster—Version 1 or 2 
(RP)—Version 1 or 2 (RP).

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–12 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• “A Church for All of Us” Poster—

Version 1 or 2 (RP)
• Spotlight Magazines

• Basket
• Bread

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

RP=Resource Pack

Acts 2:41–47
Story Summary
Th e early church showed commitment and unity as they shared a common life. 

After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, an ever-increasing group of people lis-

tened to the apostles’ preaching and ate and prayed together. People with posses-

sions sold what they had and gave the money to the apostles, who gave it to those 

in need. Everyone in the community had enough. Many who saw this joined the 

community of Jesus’ followers.

Faith Link
We can care for people’s physical and spiritual needs.
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Prepare
Living in Community
Acts 2:41–47 
by Joanna Harader

Th e miraculous events of Pentecost—along with Peter’s passionate sermon—

inspire thousands of people to be baptized. And so begins the Christian church.

As a church leader, I am frustrated by the lack of details in this story. I would 

like to know more about how the community was structured and funded, how 

they ran their congregational meetings, and what particular church planting 

methods they employed.

Th e information given in this passage might not be the information we most 

want. Still, it is the information the writer of Acts thought people most needed to 

know: “Th ey devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). As far as models go, this is not a bad 

one for church life in general. It is worth considering how these four elements play 

out in our faith community—and how deeply we participate in them.

Th e apostles’ teachings were vital to the new community. In this period before 

the New Testament existed, the only way people could learn about Jesus was to 

listen to those who had known him and to those who had learned from those who 

had known him. People had to gather and listen to each other to understand what 

it meant to follow Jesus. Today, thankfully, we have easy access to the Bible, and 

studying these scriptures is undoubtedly an essential part of dedicating ourselves 

to the apostles’ teaching. But it is still important to gather to listen and share what 

it means to follow Jesus.

 Th e practice of fellowship and the breaking of bread suggest that churches are 

not only about “churchy” stuff . Our faith is not something we do once or twice a 

week; it is how we live. And so church is also not something we do once or twice a 

week, but it is a community that supports us and challenges us in all of life. 

Th e fourth element listed here is “the prayers.” We all pray at times, whether 

at mealtime or in worship. But what does it mean to be devoted to “the prayers.” 

Perhaps this is what the writer of 1 Th essalonians had in mind when giving in-

structions to “pray without ceasing” (5:17). Like with fellowship, this is prayer as a 

lifestyle, not an occasional activity.

Learning about Jesus, learning about each other, sharing in daily life, and pray-

ing—these are the foundations of church life—in the fi rst century and today. Th e 

Bible doesn’t tell us which curriculum to use or how often to have potlucks, but 

it assures us that learning and sharing and living and praying together is what it 

means to be the church.

Which of these four elements of being church (learning, sharing, living, 

praying) is most important in your life right now? Why? What is one thing 

you can do this week to strengthen these elements in your life? In the life of 

your church?

God, thank you for your church and thank you for my church. Draw me into deeper 

connections with other people in my community so that together we may live with 

glad and generous hearts as we worship you and love your people. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Greet children and welcome them warmly. When everyone has arrived have chil-

dren stand in a circle. Make the circle large enough that everyone must extend 

hands to touch each other. Tell children that you are going to make several state-

ments that begin with the words, “Never have I ever . . .” For example, “Never have I 

ever baked bread.” If the statement is true for them, they will take one step into the 

middle of the circle. If the statement is not true, they will take a step back. If they 

are not sure, they will stay where they are. For each new statement, have children 

return to the original circle. 

to God
Lead the group in a body prayer of praise. Older children can fi nd this prayer on 

page 8 of Spotlight. Demonstrate each movement as you say the words. Repeat, 

inviting the children to do the motions and repeat the words after you.

(Raise your arms above your head.) God, we praise you! All that we have 

is a gift from you. 

(Look up with praying hands in front of your chest.) Th ank you for the 

gift of life and the gifts of your creation. 

(Make a heart shape with your hands.) Open our hearts today to 

receive your love. 

(Look up and raise up your arms.) God, we praise you! Amen. 

(Lower arms.)

Sing “All Together” from Songs for the Seasons, track 10.

to the Bible
Read the fi rst three phrases of the Bible memory passage on the Bible Memory 

Poster—Romans 12 from the Resource Pack, pointing to each word. Have every-

one sit in a circle on the fl oor and roll a ball to each other for every word of the 

second phrase. Th e person who gets the ball on the word everyone tells everyone 

something they can do to be friendly, such as smile, say hello, shake hands, hug, 

and open a door. Repeat several times. 

Option: Instead of sitting on the fl oor, pass an item around the circle, with each 

person saying one word of the passage. On the word everyone the person with the 

item shares an idea about being friendly.

When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad, 
be sad. Be friendly with everyone.

—Romans 12:15–16a (CEV)

Teaching Tips
If older children have extra time 
during an Explore activity, they 
can color the words from the Bible 
Memory passage on page 16 in 
Spotlight. As they color, ask them: 
What part of Paul’s instructions 
seems easiest to follow? What part 
seems hardest?

Breaking bread together is an 
important way to build communi-
ty. Plan at least one or two special 
snacks during this quarter and 
take time to eat together around 
a table. As you spend time talking 
and learning to know one another 
informally, you may discover new 
things about the children in your 
group.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 35: “A Growing Church”

Acts 2:41–47

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 12 as you lay out Cards 1–12, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

The Bible Story
If your group uses Spotlight, read “Breaking Bread” on page 25. Tell children that 

breaking bread is an important part of today’s story.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Read today’s story from chapter 35 in one of the following 

ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the children in 

your group:

• “Read Together” version (page 166): Choose one child to read the words 

in italic text and one to read the plain text. As the story is read, pass a 

basket around fi lled with pieces of bread and eat together. (Be sure to fi nd 

out ahead of time if any children in your group have dietary restrictions. 

Substitute gluten-free bread or crackers if needed.)

• Illustrated version (page 167): Have children read the story with a part-

ner. When everyone has read through the story, ask children to identify 

diff erent ways the believers helped each other.

Teaching Tip
Elementary children fi nd friend-
ships very important as they create 
community beyond their families 
of origin. They may enjoy church 
for that very reason. It is a place 
to be known and loved—a place 
where people of all ages interact. 
Service projects often encourage 
children to share with unknown 
people from far away. Today help 
them experience the joy of sharing 
close to home. What church 
activities put children in touch 
with others across the genera-
tions? When does everyone eat 
together? How can you encourage 
more of this sort of activity in your 
congregation?

#

#

#

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

18 191715

16

14

13
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God’s Story
Show the “A Church for All of Us” Poster from the Resource Pack. 

• Version 1: Have a child glue or tape the “All of Us” illustration from the pack 

that shows people eating together. (Refer to page 167 in All of Us.) Attach it 

onto one of the squares closest to the middle of the poster. 

• Version 2: Highlight the illustration that shows people eating together. 

Emphasize that the church is a community of believers that care for one another.

Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illus-

trations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 167, top left illustration) Imagine being in the crowd of new believers 

on Pentecost.

• (Page 167, bottom illustrations) I wonder how it felt to be taken care of by a 

whole community.

• I wonder what it was like to go to church every day.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• I wonder what it would be like if everyone had enough.

• (Page 167, bottom left illustration) What do people in your congregation do 

to take of each other?

• I wonder what you would share to help a friend.

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 166 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Teaching Tip
Explore (Make Peace): If making 
snack mix, contact parents ahead 
of time and ask each family to 
contribute something to put in the 
mix. Be sure to communicate any 
food sensitivities or allergies to 
your families.

Media 
Connections
• Book: Come with Me by 

Holly McGhee
• Art: We All Are One in Jesus 

Christ by Soichi Watanabe
• Song: “Together” by Nathan 

Grieser (YouTube)
• For Teachers: “Overview: 

Acts Ch. 1–12” by The Bible 
Project (YouTube)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Make Peace: Create a snack mix together to illustrate the way 

each person contributes something unique to the community. 

Enjoy eating some of the snack mix together and share some 

with others in the congregation.

• Leafl et and Spotlight: People in communities often must 

work together to solve problems. Have younger children work 

together on the crossword puzzle on page 3 of the Primary 

Leafl et. Solution: Across: 2. give; 4. love; 5. happy. Down: 1. sell; 

3. help. Th en look for examples of kindness on page 2. Older 

children can work together to solve the Community Crossword 

on page 35 of Spotlight Magazine.

Explore
Create
Work together as a group 

to create a mural that 

illustrates community. Place a large 

piece of paper in the center of the 

table or on the fl oor and write “Our 

Church Community” in the center. 

Have children sit around the edges 

of the paper as they draw pictures or 

make a collage of symbols or images 

that are meaningful to them, people 

who are important to the life of the 

congregation, and signifi cant places 

in the church building. As children 

are working, have them talk about 

ways members of the church commu-

nity help each other.

Supplies
  Large piece of paper

  Markers

  Magazines

  Scissors

  Glue

Move
Have children play a sort-

ing game. Separate chil-

dren into three groups. In the middle 

of the room have a pile of unmatched 

socks. One child from each group 

will go to the pile, choose a sock, and 

bring it back to their group. Th e next 

child tries to fi nd the match to the 

sock. Continue until all the socks are 

matched. However, the game cannot 

end until each group has the same 

number of matching socks. Groups 

must share what they have or help 

each other during the game. 

Option: Have children put their 

shoes in a pile to sort, or use plas-

ticware and sort into knife/fork/

spoon sets.

Supplies
  Pairs of socks

  Plasticware (optional)

Discover
Invite children to talk 

about ways they see the 

church as a community. Invite a num-

ber of adults and children from the 

congregation to visit your group and 

have children interview them about 

how the church community cares for 

one another’s needs. Children can 

use the “Church Community Inter-

view” Questions found on page 98 of 

this guide.

Supplies
  “Church Community Inter-

view” Questions (p. 98)

Bless
Sing “Circle Song” from Worship Songs for Children, track 6, as a closing song. Pray:

God, thank you for the gifts that each person brings to our community. Help us to see the needs of others 

and give us a spirit of love so that we care for one another with kindness and compassion. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.
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