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Pentecost

Acts 2:1–12, 37–39
Story Summary
At Pentecost, Jesus’ followers gathered together in one place. Th e sound of a vio-

lent wind fi lled the house, and fl ames rested on their heads. Th e gift of the Holy 

Spirit fi lled each one, and they spoke in other languages. A large crowd of people 

from many nations gathered, and Peter preached to them about Jesus. Th e people 

were amazed. Many repented and were baptized.

Faith Link
We can be fi lled with the Holy Spirit.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 34 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Post the Bible Memory Poster—
Romans 12 (RP).

• Copy and cut apart the “Hello 
Around the World” Cards (p. 97).

• Everybody Sing: Songs for the 
Seasons 

• “Hello Around the World” Cards (p. 97)
• Primary Leafl ets
• Spotlight Magazines
• Bible Memory Poster—Romans 12 

(RP)

• CD or MP3 
player

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP). 
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.
• If using version 1 of the “A Church 

for All of Us” Poster (RP), print and 
cut apart the “All of Us” Illustra-
tions (RP). 

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–11 (RP)
• “A Church for All of Us” Poster—

Version 1 or 2 (RP)
• “All of Us” Illustrations for version 1 

(RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)

• Tissue paper 
(red, orange, 
yellow)

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply 
lists on 
Explore page. 

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing. 

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player
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Prepare
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-12; 37-39
by Joanna Harader 

As we begin our journey through the book of Acts, it will help to understand that 

this is the sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Both books appear to be written by the 

same educated author and dedicated to Th eophilus for the purpose of instructing 

him—and others—in the new Christian faith.

Th e Jesus story in Luke continues in Acts’ story of the early church, which con-

tinues in the work of the church today. We follow in the footsteps of the early 

church leaders that we will read about in upcoming sessions: Peter, Philip, Paul, 

Lydia, Priscilla, and Aquila. Th ey taught others about Jesus by having conversa-

tions, preaching, and gathering with groups for study, prayer, and worship. In 

much the same way, we share the good news of Jesus today. 

Like these early church leaders, we are called to share the Jesus story with peo-

ple who will be blessed by it. Like them, we are an integral part of building God’s 

church. But before we can take on this holy task of sharing the gospel and build-

ing the church, before we can continue Jesus’ ministry of healing and grace—we 

need Pentecost. 

At this point in the biblical story, the disciples of Jesus have known the joy and 

challenge of ministering with him. Th ey have felt the heartbreak of his death and 

the fear that their own lives might be in danger. Th ey have been confused by news 

of resurrection and elated when they experienced the risen Christ for themselves. 

And now they are waiting—because that is what Jesus said to do. Just before Jesus 

ascended to heaven, he told them that they would receive power when the Holy 

Spirit came upon them, and then they could go out from Jerusalem to spread the 

word about Jesus to other parts of the world (Acts 1:8).

So together, they wait. And just as Jesus said, the Holy Spirit comes upon them! 

Th is event is often called the birthday of the church. It is the event that transforms 

Jesus’ followers from an insular Jewish sect concerned with their own safety to an 

increasingly inclusive group of people willing to risk their lives to share the good 

news of Jesus.

If we are to be faithful teachers in a faithful church, we need the Holy Spir-

it. We need the Spirit to empower us and bring us together as a body of believ-

ers. We need the Spirit to translate for us, help us understand each other, and 

include those who are diff erent. Th e miracle of Pentecost is the diverse group of 

people “from every nation under heaven” who come together to form the church 

(Acts 2:5). A group that will expand even further as the story of Acts continues.

Th ink about your ancestors in the faith.  Who taught you the stories of Jesus? 

Who have been your companions on your faith journey to this point in your 

life? How do you experience the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit in 

your life?

God, thank you for the story of Jesus, for the story of your church, and for the privilege 

it is to be part of this continuing story today. May I know the presence of your Spirit 

within me as a source of joy, peace, and power. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Greet each child by name as they arrive. Pass out the “Hello Around the World” 

Cards from page 97 in this guide. Have children fi nd a partner with a matching 

card. After they fi nd their partner, the children can practice saying “Hello” to each 

other in the language written on their cards. Have children trade cards and try 

another language.

to God
Light a candle. Invite children to name things that shine a light (a candle, a light-

bulb, the sun, a campfi re). Younger children can complete the top portion of page 2 

in the Primary Leafl et. Talk about how we can praise God for lights that shine.

Lead the group in a body prayer of praise. Older children can fi nd this prayer 

on page 8 of Spotlight. Demonstrate each movement as you say the words. Repeat, 

inviting the children to do the motions and repeat the words after you.

(Raise your arms above your head.) God, we praise you! All that we have 

is a gift from you. 

(Look up with praying hands in front of your chest.) Th ank you for the 

gift of life and the gifts of your creation. 

(Make a heart shape with your hands.) Open our hearts today to 

receive your love. 

(Look up and raise up your arms.) God, we praise you! Amen. 

(Lower arms.)

Sing “All Together” from Songs for the Seasons, track 10.

to the Bible
Introduce the new Bible memory passage from Romans 12. Tell children that this 

passage comes from a letter written by Paul, one of the apostles, to a new church 

community in Rome. Explain that Paul traveled to visit many diff erent churches 

and wrote them letters of encouragement. He also gave them advice on how to get 

along with each other and instructed them on how to follow the way of Jesus. Read 

the passage together.

When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad, 
be sad. Be friendly with everyone. Don’t be proud and feel that you 
are smarter than others. Make friends with ordinary people. Don’t 
mistreat someone who has mistreated you. But try to earn the re-
spect of others, and do your best to live at peace with everyone.

—Romans 12:15–18 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
This may be one of the fi rst times 
children have encountered a book 
in the Bible that is in the form of 
a letter. To learn more about Paul 
and the letter to the Romans, 
watch one or both of the videos 
from The Bible Project listed in 
Media Connections.

Introduce children to diff erent 
types of texts in the Bible. For 
example, this year they have 
read poetry (Psalms), narrative 
stories about the Israelite peo-
ple (Genesis, Exodus), laws (Ten 
Commandments), gospel or good 
news stories about Jesus (Mark), 
and now letters.

Feel free to choose the songs that 
you and your group enjoy most 
from the two albums in Everybody 
Sing. Knowing familiar tunes and 
words will build children’s confi -
dence as they learn to participate. 
Some children will join in and sing 
with gusto during your sessions. 
Others may hum the melody when 
they wake up in the morning later 
in the week! Both are valid forms 
of participation. 

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 34: “Wind and Fire”

Acts 2:1–12, 37–39

The Bible Story
 Post the “A Church for All of Us” Poster—Version 1 or 2 (RP) from the Resource 

Pack where it can be seen by everyone. Tell the children that today’s story explains 

how the Christian church began with a small group of Jesus’ followers who were 

praying together in Jerusalem. Point out the illustration in the circle in the center 

of the poster and invite children to look for that illustration in All of Us as you read 

the story.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Before reading the story, have one of the children read the 

God’s Story prompt on page 162 to the group. Read today’s story from chapter 34 

in one of the following ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention 

spans of the children in your group:

• “Read Together” version (pages 162–163): Ask for several volunteers 

to read the parts of the narrator (plain text), the background information 

reader (italic text), and Peter while you read the bold text of the crowd. 

Give each child a small piece of tissue paper (red, orange, yellow) to crinkle 

and hold over their heads for tongues of fi re.

• Illustrated version (pages 164–165): Have volunteers take turns reading 

the sentences under each illustration. Have children point to a person in 

the illustration on the bottom of page 164 as each country or area is read. 

After the story is read, have children see how many times they can fi nd 

Jesus in the illustration on the top of page 165. Solution: fi ve times.

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 11 as you lay out Cards 1–11, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

Teaching Tips
Pronunciation for cities and areas 
in the “Read Together” version: 
Cappadocia [KAP-uh-DOH-shee-
uh]; Phrygia [FRIJ-ee-uh]; and 
Pamphylia [pam-FIL-ee-uh].

It is important that everyone, 
including the teacher, has a copy 
of All of Us. Children will read the 
story aloud from the book, often in 
the form of a readers theater. Chil-
dren will be asked to look closely at 
specifi c illustrations, which works 
best when each child has a book. 
The book is also used for Explore 
options and can be colored. At 
the end of the year, it will be sent 
home with children and can be 
reread as a devotional Bible. It is a 
worthwhile investment in the faith 
formation of children!
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 164, top illustration) I wonder why the followers of Jesus 

were praying.

• Why do you think the Spirit came in wind and tongues of fi re?

• I wonder what it was like to be able to speak in a new language.

• I wonder what the prophet meant when he said God would pour out the 

Spirit on all people.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• I wonder if you know someone who speaks a diff erent language than you.

• I wonder if you have ever met followers of Jesus from another part of 

the world.

• I wonder what it feels like to be in a place where you don’t understand 

what is being said.

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 163 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Teaching Tip
Bring an Internet-connected de-
vice (computer, tablet, or smart-
phone) and play a suggested video 
or recording as children arrive or 
during transition times.

Media 
Connections
• Book: The Day When God 

Made Church: A Child’s First 
Book About Pentecost by 
Rebekah McLeod Hutto

• Art: Holy Spirit Coming by 
He Qi

• Video: “Desert Wind 
Sounds” by The Relaxed Guy 
(YouTube)

• For Teachers: “Overview: 
Romans Ch. 1–4” and “Over-
view: Romans Ch. 5–16” by 
The Bible Project (YouTube)



Explore
Create
In the Pentecost story, “di-

vided tongues, as of fi re,” 

rested above the heads of Jesus’ fol-

lowers. Light a candle and have chil-

dren silently watch the fl ame for a 

minute or two. Ask children to share 

what they notice about the fl ame and 

its movements. Have children use 

yellow, orange, and red paint to paint 

fl ames on black paper. Have children 

experiment with mixing colors and 

using household items, such as plas-

tic forks, toothbrushes, toothpicks, 

and combs to create texture and cre-

ate diff erent kinds of fl ames.

Supplies
  Candle

  Black paper

  Red, orange, and yellow tem-

pera paint

  Small paintbrushes

  Plastic forks, toothbrushes, 

toothpicks, plastic combs

Move
Play a cooperative game 

with tissue paper fl ames 

and paper plates. Have children make 

Flames of the Spirit using the direc-

tions on page 96 in this guide. Place 

a large map of the world in the center 

of the room. Have children start near 

the walls anywhere around the room 

and give each a paper plate. Have 

children “fan the fl ames” with their 

plates to move all the fl ames onto 

the map. Celebrate by naming three 

countries. Play several times, naming 

diff erent countries each time. 

Option: If you don’t have a large 

map, make a circle on the fl oor with 

masking tape.

Supplies
  Flames of the Spirit (p. 96)

  Tissue paper (yellow, 

red, orange)

  Twist ties

  Large world map

  Paper plates

  Masking tape (optional)

Make Peace
In the next few sessions, 

children will hear stories 

about people in the early church. 

Starting with Pentecost Sunday, 

many people will be baptized and be-

come part of the church. Introduce 

the “Creating the Church” Game from 

the Resource Pack.

Ahead of time, cut out the charac-

ter cards or have children cut out the 

cards. Introduce the diff erent charac-

ters on the cards and the list of char-

acters. Tell children they will learn 

more about the characters on the 

cards later in the quarter. Read aloud 

the rules of the game found on the 

poster. Two to four people can play 

the game while the rest of the group 

is doing a diff erent activity.

Supplies
  “Creating the Church” Game 

(Resource Pack)

  “Creating the Church” Charac-

ter Card Lists (Resource Pack)

Bless
Close the session by singing or listening to “Jesus, Be the Center” from Worship Songs for Children, track 8. Pray:

Lord, thank you for listening to us when we pray. Open our eyes, ears, and hearts so that we may recognize 

the wind of your Spirit. Fill us with the fi re of your love. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.

O T H E R  I D E A S
• Leafl et and Spotlight: Younger children can work on the 

puzzle on page 3 of the Primary Leafl et. Have them name some-

thing they can do for each of the words in the hearts. Older chil-

dren can read “Symbols and Signs” on pages 24–25 of Spotlight 

Magazine to learn about the symbolism of fi re and other things 

in the Bible.

• Go: Have children make tissue fl ames using the Flames of 

the Spirit directions on page 96 in this guide. Have children 

place the “fl ames” around your church for others to fi nd to be 

reminded of Pentecost.
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