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Saul’s Conversion

Acts 8:1b–3; 9:1–31
Story Summary
Th e news about Jesus was spreading. Saul was determined to destroy the new 

Christian sect. He was on the road to Damascus when a bright light blinded him. 

He fell to the ground and heard a voice say, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecut-

ing.” Still blind, Saul followed the voice’s instructions and went to the city. Th ere 

Ananias healed and baptized him, and Saul began to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.

Faith Link
We can have a change of heart.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 37 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Prepare the Conversation Cube 
on page 102 to use in Connect to 
Each Other. 

• Prepare Romans 12 Bible 
Memory  Phrases on page 101 to 
use with Connect to the Bible. 

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Spotlight Magazines
• Primary Leafl ets
• Bible Memory Poster—Romans 12 

(RP)
• Romans 12 Bible Memory Phrases 

(p. 101) 
• Conversation Cube (p. 102)

• CD or MP3 
player

• Pencils

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP).
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–14 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• “A Church for All of Us” Poster—

Version 1 or 2 (RP)
• Spotlight Magazines

• Glue or tape
• Flashlight

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities.

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player
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Prepare
Saul’s Conversion
Acts 8:1b–3; 9:1–31
by Joanna Harader

Th e heart of the reading for this session is the conversion of Saul, later referred 

to as Paul. To clear up a common point of confusion: this man doesn’t change his 

name after his conversion; he is Saul and Paul—always. Saul is the Hebrew name, 

and Paul is the Roman name. So now, when he is hanging out mostly with Jews, 

the writer uses his Hebrew name. As he begins his ministry to the Gentiles, the 

Roman version of his name becomes the dominant one. 

For now, though, he is Saul, and Jewish through and through. And this event in 

Saul’s life is a key piece of the Acts story. It’s so important that the writer includes 

it in the narrative three times! Th is passage is the fi rst time we hear about Saul’s 

encounter with Christ. Th en in Acts 22 and again in Acts 26, Saul—now referred to 

as Paul—tells the story of his conversion as part of his defense after being arrested.

It’s a good story: fl ashing light, a voice from heaven, a mysterious blinding, and 

miraculous recovery. I can see why he tells it every chance he gets. Saul goes from 

persecuting those who follow Jesus to risking his life to share the message of Jesus 

in one spectacular moment. Th is story is a testimony to God’s power and an assur-

ance that nobody is beyond the reach of God’s grace and transformation. 

Another conversion in this passage gets less attention: the conversion of the 

church toward Saul. Th is conversion begins with Ananias, who balks when God 

tells him to go to Saul: “Ummm . . . isn’t that guy who showed up in town to arrest 

everyone who believes in Jesus?” We can understand Ananias’ reluctance to seek 

out the man who has been “breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 

the Lord” (Acts 9:1).

Eventually, though, Ananias’ trust in God overcomes his fear of Saul. He goes to 

fi nd Saul, lay hands on him to restore his sight, and bring him into the community 

of Jesus-followers. Saul’s inclusion represents the church’s conversion from fear 

to trust, from self-preservation to risk. And the conversion goes even beyond that 

because God has told Ananias that Saul is the one who will bring the message of 

Christ to the Gentiles. When Jesus-followers welcome Saul into their community, 

the early church takes one more step in its conversion from a Jewish sect to a 

Gentile-inclusive faith. 

Saul’s conversion makes for a dramatic story. Still, both conversions in this pas-

sage are their own sort of miracles: that these early believers would listen to the 

Holy Spirit, that they would trust God enough to set aside prejudice and fear; that 

they would reach out of their comfort zones to connect with other people seeking 

to love and serve Jesus in the world. Are we willing to do the same?

Reminisce about conversion stories in your own life or in the lives of those 

you know. What is your conversion story? Th ink about the ways your church 

changes each time you welcome someone new into the community. Consider 

writing a note to someone whose contributions to the church you appreciate.

God, convert the fear in my life to trust. Convert the prejudice to openness. Speak to 

me in whatever ways I will hear and guide me by your Spirit to work with others in 

living out the mission of your church. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Welcome children warmly and have them sit in a circle. Roll the Conversation 

Cube from page 102 in this guide and read aloud the question that appears on the 

top of the cube. Give children 15 or 20 seconds to think, then invite children to 

share responses. Or have each child roll the cube to answer a diff erent question.

to God
Sing the fi rst four verses of “Spread God’s Love Around” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 3.

Have children sit in a circle and identify the person on their right and on their 

left. Younger children can write down the names on page 2 of the Primary Leafl et. 

Explain how they can use this page at home to pray for their friends all week.

Lead the group in praying for the person on their right and left:

God, help ______________________ and _____________________ 

today. Care for them, keep them safe, and help them feel your 

love. Amen.

to the Bible
Prepare several sets of Romans 12 Bible Memory Phrases from page 101 in this 

guide. Separate children into groups of two or three. Have each group arrange 

their set of phrases in order, referring to the Bible Memory Poster—Romans 12 

from the Resource Pack if needed. Remove the poster and have the groups mix up 

the phrases and rearrange them again from memory.

When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad, 
be sad. Be friendly with everyone. Don’t be proud and feel that you 
are smarter than others. Make friends with ordinary people. Don’t 
mistreat someone who has mistreated you. But try to earn the re-
spect of others, and do your best to live at peace with everyone.

—Romans 12:15–18 (CEV)

Teaching Tips
If your group prefers, they can 
pray for each other using the 
play dough prayer on page 6 of 
Spotlight during Connect to God. 
See more from session 10 Connect 
to God.  

Consider sending home a copy 
of the Romans 12 Bible Memory 
Phrases with each child. They may 
enjoy practicing with them or 
coloring the phrases and putting 
them together to make a colorful 
Bible memory mosaic to post 
at home.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 37: “A Changed Man”

Acts 8:1b–3; 9:1–31

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 14 as you lay out Cards 1–14, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

The Bible Story
Show the “A Church for All of Us” Poster from the Resource Pack. 

• Version 1: Have a child glue or tape the “All of Us” illustration of Paul from 

the pack onto the poster. (Refer to page 177 in All of Us.) 

• Version 2: Highlight the illustration of Paul on the poster.

Tell children that in today’s story they will hear about someone who treated 

Jesus’ followers very badly but had an experience that caused him to have a change 

of heart. Emphasize that the church is a place for people who need a new start.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Read today’s story from chapter 37 in one of the following 

ways, depending on the reading abilities and attention spans of the children in 

your group:

• “Read Together” version (pages 172–175): Choose children to read the 

parts of Saul, the Lord, and Ananias. Read the narration yourself. Have 

one child hold a fl ashlight and one stand by the overhead lights. When 

the light from heaven fl ashes, turn on the fl ashlight. When Saul becomes 

blind, turn off  the overhead lights. Read the story with the fl ashlight until 

Saul regains his sight, then turn the lights back on.

• Illustrated version (pages 176–177): Before reading have children look 

at the pictures of Saul at the beginning of the story and the end of the 

story. What do they notice about Saul when they compare the pictures? 

Have children take turns reading the story.

Teaching Tip
When talking with children about 
enemies, keep in mind that some 
children experience bullying, and 
helping someone who bullies 
others is not something to expect 
children to do on their own. Be 
clear that if someone is being bul-
lied, that person should reach out 
to a trusted adult for help.

#

#

#
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 176, top right illustration) I wonder what the voice from heaven 

sounded like.

• I wonder how Ananias had the courage to go to the house of someone who 

persecuted believers.

• (Page 176, top left illustration and page 177, top right illustration) Look at 

the two pictures of Saul before and after Jesus spoke to him. I wonder what 

diff erences you see.

• I wonder what it was like for the Christians to welcome Saul even though 

they weren’t sure if they should trust him.

Invite one child to read the God’s Story prompt on page 172 in All of Us. Allow 

time for children to respond.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• Imagine Jesus talking to you. I wonder what he would say.

• I wonder if you have ever prayed for someone who did mean things.

• (Page 177, top right illustration) I wonder if you have ever known someone 

who changed from being mean to being kind.

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 175 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Teaching Tip
Explore (Create): Fabric scraps or 
colored paper scraps can be used 
instead of tissue paper. You can 
also use plastic containers, such 
as yogurt cups (wide mouth) and 
frozen juice containers instead of 
glass jars.

Media 
Connections
• Books: Enemy Pie by Derek 

Munson; What Do You 
Do with an Idea by Kobi 
Yamada; Most People by 
Michael Leannah

• Art: The Conversion on 
the Way to Damascus by 
Caravaggio

• Video: “Saul Becomes Paul” 
by Teaching Kids about Jesus 
(YouTube)

• Song: “This Little Light 
of Mine” by Listener Kids 
(YouTube)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Leafl et and Spotlight: Saul escaped over a city wall in a basket. 

Younger children can learn about baskets on page 3 of the 

Primary Leafl et. Older children can read stories about people 

who had a change of heart on pages 20–21 in Spotlight. 

• Link: Look back at chapters 3 and 6 in All of Us. Who had a 

change of heart in these stories? As you look at the illustrations, 

notice the expressions on the faces of the people who have a 

change of heart.

Explore
Create
Change a plain jar into 

a colorful candleholder 

to remember how Saul’s heart was 

changed and Jesus’ love could shine 

through Saul. Give each child a small 

glass jar. Have children paint the out-

side of their jar with white school 

glue or Mod Podge. Paint one section 

at a time. Place colored tissue paper 

scraps on the glue until the jar is cov-

ered. Paint a layer of glue over the tis-

sue paper and let dry. Give each child 

a votive battery-operated candle to 

place in their jar.

Supplies
  Glass jars, one per child

  Tissue paper scraps 

(assorted colors)

  Glue or Mod Podge

  Bowls

  Foam paintbrushes

  Battery-operated votive 

candles, one per child

Move
Guide children through 

one or both of the follow-

ing exercises to demonstrate the dif-

fi culty of change.

1. Have children sit on the fl oor 

with their legs crossed. After 

children are seated, ask them 

to stand up then sit down 

again with crossed legs, but 

reverse the legs so their other 

leg is on top.

2. Have children cross their arms 

in front of their chests. Ask 

them to uncross their arms, 

then cross their arms with the 

other arm on top.

Ask children the following:

• What was it like when you 

changed how you usually cross 

your legs or arms?

• What are some things that 

make it hard for us to make 

changes in our lives or do 

things diff erently?

Discover
Play the “Creating the 

Church” Game from the 

Resource Pack. Review the diff erent 

characters on the cards and the list 

of characters. Read aloud the rules of 

the game found on the poster. Two to 

four people can play the game while 

the rest of the group is doing a diff er-

ent activity.

Supplies
  “Creating the Church” Game 

(Resource Pack)

  “Creating the Church” Charac-

ter Card Lists (Resource Pack)

Bless
Gather the group. Sing a sending song of praise, such as “Spirit of God” from Worship Songs for Children, track 14. Pray:

God, thank you for your love that is big enough and wide enough to include everyone, even those who per-

secute you. Teach us how to love like you. Help us recognize when we are hurting others, and change our 

hearts so that we will become more like Jesus. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.

70 /  Session 11 (May 9, 2021) Saul’s Conversion


