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Philip and the 
Ethiopian Offi  cial

Acts 8:5–6, 26–40
Story Summary
Philip went to Samaria, speaking about Jesus and performing signs. An angel told 

Philip to go to the Jerusalem-Gaza road. Th e Spirit led Philip to an Ethiopian offi  cial 

traveling by chariot and reading from the scroll of Isaiah. Philip ran up beside him and 

asked if he understood what he was reading. Philip explained the good news about 

Jesus. Th e joyful offi  cial was baptized, and Philip was whisked away by the Spirit.

Faith Link
We can proclaim the good news to everyone.

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

Prepare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the 
Bible essay on the Prepare page.

• Read chapter 36 from All of Us: 
God’s Story for You & Me.

• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me • Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and a Bible 
passage.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Bible Memory Poster—Romans 12 
(RP)

• Primary Leafl ets 
• Spotlight Magazines

• CD or MP3 
player

• Play dough
• Pencils

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives. 

• Preview Media Connections.
• Practice laying out the “Follow the 

Story” Cards (RP).
• Choose how to present the Bible 

story.

• “Follow the Story” Cards 1–12 (RP)
• All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me 

(one per person)
• “A Church for All of Us” Poster—

Version 1 or 2 (RP)
• “All of Us” Illustrations for version 

1 (RP)
• Spotlight Magazines

• Chairs
• Blanket

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with a 
choice of activities. 

• Choose which Explore options 
you will off er and gather needed 
supplies.

• See supply lists on Explore page. • See supply lists 
on Explore page. 

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing. 

• Send home Primary Leafl ets and 
any crafts or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship Songs for 
Children 

• Primary Leafl ets

• CD or MP3 
player

RP=Resource Pack
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Prepare
Philip and the Ethiopian Offi  cial
Acts 8:5–6, 26–40
by Joanna Harader

As we move through the book of Acts, we see the story of Jesus spread—both in 

terms of geography and the types of people invited into the new community of 

believers. After Stephen’s stoning (Acts 7), Jesus’ disciples begin to feel unsafe in 

Jerusalem and scatter to the countryside.

Philip goes to Samaria, which brings to mind Jesus’ conversation with the 

Samaritan woman by the well ( John 4:1–42). Because of her ethnicity, religion, 

gender, and marital status, a respectable rabbi, such as Jesus, had no business 

talking to this woman. Yet, the signifi cant theological conversation he has with 

her is the longest one-on-one conversation with Jesus recorded in scripture. 

Philip also encounters a marginalized person; an angel has sent him to the 

“wilderness road” between Jerusalem and Gaza where he meets an Ethiopian 

eunuch. Th is non-Jewish Ethiopian had come to Jerusalem to worship and is 

reading from the book of Isaiah, which suggests that he may have been a “God 

fearer”—a person who honored the God of the Jewish people, even though he him-

self was not a Jew. Philip reads scripture with him, shares about Jesus, and fi nally 

baptizes the Ethiopian.

With this baptism, the community of believers expands beyond Jewish people 

to also include a “God-fearer.” Th is is a necessary step on the way to including 

Gentiles in the growing Christian church. And so, with Philip’s teaching, the gos-

pel crosses lines of ethnicity, nationality, and religion. 

Th e man’s status as a eunuch is also signifi cant. Th is person is a sexual minori-

ty, not functioning in the world according to traditional norms of masculinity or 

femininity. In baptizing the Ethiopian, Philip lives out the reality that Paul will 

later proclaim to the church in Galatia: “Th ere is no longer Jew or Greek, there is 

no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in 

Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

Th e Holy Spirit continues to call Christians to these types of “wilderness road” 

experiences—to be in relationship with people who are diff erent from us as we 

teach and learn, as we give and receive the good news. We may fi nd ourselves on 

the road with people of diff erent genders or ethnicities, or from diff erent cultures. 

Th e most challenging conversations we have may be with people who look a lot 

like us but seem to view the world from an entirely diff erent perspective.

Th e wideness of God’s welcome can feel overwhelming at times; the road we’re 

on may be more wilderness than we would like. But we know, from the book of 

Acts, that this is church at its most faithful: to go where the Spirit leads and share 

Jesus with whomever we fi nd there.

Th ink about a relationship you have with someone signifi cantly diff erent 

from you. What are the gifts of that relationship? Th e challenges? In the 

past, what uncomfortable situations has the Holy Spirit called you into, and 

where might the Spirit be sending you now?

God, thank you that the story of your love in Jesus was shared so broadly that it was 

able to reach me. As I seek to follow Jesus, give me ears to hear the prompting of your 

Spirit and faith to follow where you lead. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Greet children by name and ask them about their week. After everyone has gath-

ered, separate children into groups of two or three. Invite children to think of some-

thing they like to do that they could teach someone else to do. Have children teach 

each other in their group. Suggestions: tying shoelaces, doing a hand-clapping 

rhythm, reading a hard word, singing a short melody, doing a dance step, drawing 

a picture, jumping high, catching or tossing a ball.

to God
For the next several sessions, Connect to God will include prayers of intercession 

or “help others” prayers. Th ese are prayers we pray on behalf of others who need 

God’s love and care. 

If your group uses Spotlight, turn to page 6 and read about praying with play 

dough. Hand out a lump of play dough to each child, giving enough to fi t in the 

palm of one hand. Invite children to share concerns or joys they would like the 

group to pray about. After each child shares, sit together quietly as children shape 

play dough and pray silently. Children can create a shape or letter that represents 

the prayer to God. Th en lead the group in saying:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Allow plenty of relaxed time for the play dough prayer and include some ex-

tended periods of quiet refl ection. Sing or listen to “Longing for Light” from Wor-

ship Songs for Children, track 12.

to the Bible
Read the fi rst four lines of the Bible memory passage from the Bible Memory 

Poster—Romans 12 from the Resource Pack. Talk about the diff erence between 

being “proud” of something they have accomplished and being “proud” in a way 

that hurts someone else’s feelings. Explain that feeling proud helps encourage 

someone in their own abilities but bragging about their accomplishments can 

hurt others. Talk about how it feels when someone says they are better at some-

thing. Younger children can work together on page 2 of the Primary Leafl et.

When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad, 
be sad. Be friendly with everyone. Don’t be proud and feel that you 
are smarter than others. 

—Romans 12:15–16b (CEV)

Teaching Tips
The Ethiopian offi  cial didn’t 
hesitate to ask for help in under-
standing Isaiah’s words. The same 
is true for children. The question 
“Why?” easily rolls off  their tongue. 
Learning is a source of pride, and 
children are willing to teach what 
they know. Let Philip and the Ethi-
opian be an example of how God 
wants us to both learn and teach 
about Jesus.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available at 
www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras. 



Chapter 36: “Chariot Chat”

Acts 8:5–6, 26–40

The Bible Story
Show the “A Church for All of Us” Poster from the Resource Pack. 

• Version 1: Have a child glue or tape the “All of Us” illustration of the Ethio-

pian offi  cial from the pack. (Refer to page 171 in All of Us.) 

• Version 2: Highlight the illustration of the Ethiopian offi  cial.

Tell children that in today’s story someone who lived far away from Jerusalem 

became a part of the church. Emphasize that the church is a place for people from 

all places and cultures.

Each chapter of All of Us includes two versions of the story. Th e fi rst version 

uses text directly from the Bible and the second version is a shorter, illustrated 

retelling of the story. Before reading the story, have someone read the God’s Story 

prompt on page 168 to the group. Read today’s story from chapter 36 in one of the 

following ways:

• “Read Together” version (pages 168–169):  Ask for volunteers to read 

the diff erent parts in the story. Children can read the parts of a narrator, an 

angel or the Spirit, Philip, and the offi  cial.  Have children start in one area 

of the room and move to other designated areas as the story progresses.

• Illustrated version (pages 170–171): Before reading, have children look 

closely at each illustration and talk about what is happening in the picture. 

Th en read the story aloud as children follow along.

Encounter
The Backstory
Help children see the connections between today’s story and previous sessions 

by using the “Follow the Story” Cards from the Resource Pack. Read the script on 

the back of Card 13 as you lay out Cards 1–13, referring to the diagram below for 

placement of the cards.

Teaching Tip
The Ethiopian offi  cial went a 
long way from home to fi nd and 
worship God. He was an outsider 
in his own community, and he 
was an outsider in Jerusalem and 
Judea. Use this story to talk with 
your group about who some of the 
outsiders might be in your com-
munity, how they are treated, and 
the ways the children can welcome 
them and learn from them.
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God’s Story
Ask several questions to help children refl ect on the Bible story. Refer to illustra-

tions and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• I wonder why Philip was traveling by himself from town to town.

• I wonder why the Ethiopian offi  cial had traveled to Jerusalem.

• (Page 171, top right illustration) I wonder how the offi  cial felt when Philip 

helped him understand what he was reading.

• (Page 171, bottom illustration) Imagine what it was like to be baptized by 

the side of the road.

My Story
Ask several questions to help children connect the Bible story to their own experi-

ences. Refer to illustrations and prompts in All of Us as indicated.

• (Page 171, top left illustration) I wonder if you have ever read something in 

the Bible you didn’t understand.

• Talk about a time you learned something new about the Bible.

• I wonder if you have watched a baptism.

Invite one child to read the My Story prompt on page 169 in All of Us. Allow time 

for children to respond.

Teaching Tip
Explore (Discover): Popcorn is 
served plain or salted as a custom-
ary part of the traditional “coff ee 
ceremony” at the end of a meal.

Media 
Connections
• Book: This Is How We Do It 

by Matt Lamothe
• Art: Philip and the 

Ethiopian Eunuch at 
www.lectionaryart.org

• Video: “Philip and the Ethi-
opian” by Ted & Company 
Videos (Vimeo)

• Song: “Draw the Circle Wide” 
by Mark Miller (YouTube)

• For Teachers: Mennonite 
Central Committee Ethiopia 
information (https://mcc.org/
learn/where/africa/ethiopia)



O T H E R  I D E A S
• Discover: Explore Ethiopia. Set out a map of Africa and have 

children identify the country of Ethiopia. Have children smell 

roasted coff ee beans from Ethiopia (substitute other coff ee 

beans if not available in your area) and share an Ethiopian 

snack together: popcorn!

• Leafl et and Spotlight: Have younger children work on the 

maze on page 3 of the Primary Leafl et (see solution on page 96 

in this guide). Older children can read pages 26–27 of Spotlight 

to hear about some ways God’s Spiritis moving in churches in 

Ethiopia and other places in the world.

Explore
Create
An ancient symbol of 

baptism is a seashell. Copy 

the Seashell Symbol on page 99 onto 

white card stock for each child and 

have children decorate the seashell 

with a variety of craft materials, 

such as small seashells, glitter glue, 

buttons, beads, ribbons, watercolor 

paints, and markers.

Supplies
  Seashell Symbol (p. 99)

  Assorted craft materials

  Glue (colored or glitter 

glue optional)

  Card stock (white)

Move
Stand in a circle with a 

playground ball. Say “I pro-

claim good news to _____,” naming 

someone in the circle, then bounce 

the ball to that person. Th e per-

son who receives the ball will say “I 

proclaim good news to _____” and 

bounce the ball to someone else. 

Before you begin, tell children they 

must remember who they pass the 

ball to; they will repeat this pattern in 

a little bit. Pass the ball around again 

using the same pattern. Once chil-

dren know the pattern well, begin the 

pattern with the fi rst ball, then start 

a second pattern using a ball of a dif-

ferent color. Th e challenge is to keep 

both patterns going at the same time.

Supplies
  Two playground balls

Make Peace
One way to create peace is 

to learn about people from 

cultures and places diff erent from our 

own. Read the book Th is Is How We Do 

It, or another book that features chil-

dren around the world. Th en show 

the “A Church for All of Us” Poster 

from the Resource Pack.

• Version 1: Use the “A Church 

for All of Us” Template on 

page 100 of this guide to make 

small squares of paper. Have 

each child create a pencil 

drawing that represents a 

Christian who lives in another 

part of the world. Th is could 

be a mission worker they 

know or someone they have 

just heard about at home, 

church, school, or in the news. 

Tape or glue the drawings to 

the poster. 

• Version 2: Have children draw 

their picture on a sheet of pa-

per and show it to the group. 

Supplies
  “A Church for All of Us” Poster 

(Resource Pack)

  “A Church for All of Us” Tem-

plate (p. 100)

  Th is Is How We Do It by Matt 

Lamothe (listed in Me-

dia Connections)

  Paper

  Pencils

  Tape or glue

Bless
Close by singing “God’s Love Is for Everybody” from Worship Songs for Children, track 2. Pray:

Th ank you, God, for making each of us unique and for loving us as we are. Th ank you for welcoming all of 

us into your community. Help us to share the good news of your love with everyone we meet. Amen.

Send home any crafts or projects, along with the Primary Leafl et for the younger children.
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