
Week 8

Proclaim Jubilee
Leviticus 25

Story Summary
God called the people to celebrate Jubilee every 50 years. According to the law recorded in Leviticus, a shofar, or trumpet 

made from a ram’s horn, was sounded throughout the land to proclaim Jubilee. Israelite slaves were to be freed, debts for-

given, fi elds left unworked, and property returned to its ancestral owners. Because God brought Israel out of Egypt, their 

homeland was to be a place of freedom and fairness.

Faith Link
We can work for freedom and fairness.

Week 8 (Proclaim Jubilee)  8.1

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

PrEpare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible 
essay on the Prepare page.

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses.

• Cut several lengths of paper party streamers 
and tape them together at one end.

• Print and post the “Lord’s Prayer” Poster (RP).
• Print out one or more copies of the Micah 6 

Poster (RP) for children to color.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• “Lord’s Prayer” Poster 
(RP)

• Micah 6 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Paper streamers
• Rhythm instruments
• Battery-operated 

candle
• Crayons
• Bible (optional)

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Choose how you will present the Bible story.
• Print the Readers Theater (p. 8.9) for each 

child.

• Readers Theater (p. 8.9)
• Bible Story for Younger 

Children (p. 8.8)

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities. 

• Choose which Explore options you will off er 
and gather needed supplies.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any crafts or 
projects.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player
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Prepare
Proclaim Jubilee
Leviticus 25
by Carrie Martens

Th e incredibly intricate laws presented in the book of Leviticus are, by and large, 

viewed as irrelevant by many Christians today. Concerns about not wearing 

clothing made of mixed fi bers or planting diff erent seeds in the same fi eld seem 

foolish. While others, such as not marrying your wife’s sister while your wife is 

still alive, seem commonsense.1 Th e Jubilee laws in chapter 25 seem to fall into 

both categories. Th e underlying impulses of Jubilee—making sure that the vul-

nerable receive care—are consistent with other Old Testament laws. But given 

that these laws do not appear to have been regularly practiced, were they merely 

utopian? Likely not. While the laws as a whole may appear impossible to follow, 

they still address very real situations of justice and the right to thrive.2

Th e instructions on the year of Jubilee are part of a section of Leviticus 

referred to as the Holiness Code. Th ese laws cover virtually every aspect of 

Israel’s life for individuals and as a community. Th eologians believe that one of 

the primary purposes of these laws was to shape Israel into a distinct people, 

a people who worshiped only one God. Th e God of Israel was considered to be 

holy in terms of morality and unlike other gods. Above all, Israel’s mandate was 

to be a refl ection of God’s holy character.3

Th e laws for Jubilee address God’s desire for creation to thrive, for freedom, 

and for justice. Th e God who created all things and called them good would 

of course desire that creation to thrive. Th e God who drew the people of Israel 

out of slavery in Egypt would of course desire that those people remain free. 

Th e God who made a covenant with Israel and gave them the Ten Command-

ments to guide them to live in right relationship would of course desire them to 

live justly.

Did the people of Israel consistently practice Jubilee? We don’t know. Th en, 

as now, God’s vision of Jubilee grew dim in the hearts and minds of people. In 

Luke 4:16–20, Jesus calls the people of Israel back to this message of wholeness, 

justice, and freedom as he reads from the scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue in 

Nazareth. As children of God and followers of Jesus, we are called to do likewise.

What is your fi rst reaction to the idea of Jubilee? Imagine how your own 

community would be changed by a year of Jubilee. How would you be im-

pacted? How would others in your community be impacted?

God, you desire for all your creation to thrive and for your people to live in a free 

and just world. Shape my heart and mind to refl ect those desires. Shape my words 

and actions to refl ect your character in my home, my community, and in this 

world. Amen.

1. Leviticus 19:19; 18:18.

2. James D.G. Dunn and John W. Rogerson, eds., Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 121.

3. Jerry L. Sumney, Th e Bible: An Introduction (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010), 90–92.
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Connect
to Each Other
Welcome the children warmly and gather in a circle. Wave paper streamers 

overhead as you name a type of celebration/holiday, such as Christmas or a 

birthday. Pass the streamer to the next person who names another celebration. 

After everyone has a turn, go around again, this time naming something you 

like to do at a party or celebration. Th is might include playing games or eating 

good food. Tell children that today’s Bible story is about a celebration that only 

happened every 50 years!

to God
Gather everyone in a circle. Begin a time of worship by turning on a candle as 

a symbol of God’s presence. Sing “Come to the Table” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 1. Hand out rhythm instruments so children can really celebrate 

that everyone is welcome at God’s table or have them wave paper streamers.

Tell the children that over the next six sessions, they will be praying the 

Lord’s Prayer a little bit at a time. Ask a volunteer to read the passage from 

the “Lord’s Prayer” Poster in the Resource Pack or from Matthew 6:9–13 in a 

Bible. Explain that in Jesus’ time, people sometimes prayed loudly in public so 

everyone could hear them and think they were wonderful. Others prayed with 

many words because they thought more was better. Jesus taught them a way to 

pray that wasn’t about showing off . Have the volunteer read the passage from 

Matthew for the group. Invite the children to think of a simple action that would 

help them to remember the fi rst line. Pray the fi rst line and have the children 

repeat it back to you using the action.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. (Repeat slowly three 

times.) Amen.

to the Bible
Set out one or more copies of the Micah 6 Poster from the Resource Pack 

depending on group size. Read the verse together. Invite the children to ask 

questions about words that they might not understand. Th en have them color 

the highlighted words. While everyone colors, listen to “What Does the Lord 

Require?” from Worship Songs for Children, track 10.

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?

—Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

Teaching Tips
The fi rst seven weeks of this unit 
focused on the theme of caring for 
the vulnerable. Weeks 8–13 turn 
to another broad theme of biblical 
justice: setting things right. Love 
and care for vulnerable people is 
just the beginning. The broader sys-
tems that are not in alignment with 
God’s vision for the world must also 
be addressed. This section begins 
with the Old Testament celebration 
of Jubilee, one of God’s established 
ways of periodically “resetting” 
systems to ensure freedom and 
restoration both for people and for 
the earth.

Current uses the NIV for the Lord’s 
Prayer. If your congregation uses 
a diff erent translation, feel free to 
use that version so that children 
learn to pray confi dently with the 
rest of their community. Children 
will take time in week 9 to talk 
about the meaning of each line 
of the Lord’s Prayer. Today, simply 
let them know that “hallowed” 
means holy, very special, or worthy 
of praise.
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Encounter
The Bible Story
Th ere are two storytelling options: a readers theater and an interactive story for 

younger children. Choose the option that will work best for your group.

Th e Readers Th eater is on page 8.9 of this guide. Invite volunteers to play the 

parts of Moses, Reader 1, and Reader 2. Reader 1 and Reader 2 could also be read 

by groups of children.

Th e Bible Story for Younger Children is on page 8.8 of this guide.

Tell the children that in the biblical book of Leviticus there are lots of details 

for a special celebration called the year of Jubilee. Th is was a plan from God that 

helped make things fair again every 50 years. It kept the rich from getting richer 

and the poor from getting poorer. It also kept the land healthy.

After the story, ask some or all the following questions to help children re-

fl ect on the Bible story and its connection to their lives:

Dig In
• Many people had lost their land and homes. Imagine how it would feel to 

receive your land or your home back after many years.

• Th ere was a lot of celebrating for people who were set free and could 

return to their lands and homes. I wonder how the people who had to 

give up extra homes and land felt.

• I wonder what part of this story surprises you the most.

• I wonder what Jubilee tells us about God? What does God care about?

Live It
• Returning everyone to their land and homes gave them a fresh start. I 

wonder if you have ever wished you could have a fresh start at school or 

at home.

• I wonder if the farmland in our country ever gets tired and needs a rest. 

Imagine what that might look like.

• I wonder what rule you would make so that everyone has enough.

• Imagine creating your own Jubilee celebration. What would it look like?

Teaching Tips
Today’s story could be told using 
a Greek chorus. While the main 
readers move through the story, a 
chorus of children stand behind or 
beside them off ering facial expres-
sions that follow the movement and 
emotion of the story. Traditionally, 
a Greek chorus would off er one uni-
fi ed expression, but many expres-
sions would also work.

When using media connection 
videos, remember to preview and 
then cue them ahead of time. This 
ensures the video will work for your 
group and avoids exposing children 
to advertisements.

Media Connections
Books: Melena’s Jubilee: The 
Story of a Fresh Start by Zetta 
Elliott; Henry’s Freedom Box by 
Ellen Levine

Art: The Jubilee Year by Yoram 
Raanan

Video: “Dream Peace” by Jubilee 
(YouTube)

Song: “There’s a Jubilee a-Comin” 
by Bryan Moyer Suderman
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Explore
Do Justice
God told the Israelites that every 50 

years they were to forgive any money 

that was owed to them. Th ey were to 

give back land to families that needed 

to sell their land to pay their bills. Th e 

land went back to being divided fairly 

among all the tribes and families. Ev-

eryone got a new, fair start. Play a 

Jubilee dice game to experience giv-

ing things up and then gaining them 

back again. Give each child roughly 

the same amount of play dough or 

salt dough. (Recipes are available at 

www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.) 

Take turns rolling a die and taking 

one of these actions based on the 

number rolled:

1: Take all the play dough from 

one player.

2: Take a small amount of play 

dough from two players.

3: Take as much play dough as 

you want!

4 or 5: Do nothing. Play passes 

to the next person.

6: Jubilee! Divide the play 

dough evenly between 

all players.

Supplies
 Die

 Play dough or salt dough

Student Pages
Play the "Sound the Trumpet!" game 

on Student Page 8.6. Unscramble 

the jumbled Jubilee words and com-

plete the dot-to-dot to reveal a trum-

pet on Student Page 8.7. Solution: 

1. Sabbath; 2. trumpets; 3. Jubilee; 

4. return; 5. harvest; 6. guests; 7. poor; 

8. interest; 9. slaves; 10. people

Supplies
 Student Pages

 Pencils

 Crayons

Move
Th e year of Jubilee only happened 

every 50 years. During that year, 

everyone rested and returned to 

their original land and homes. 

Experience a pattern of activity and 

rest. Ask the children to move a cer-

tain way: across the room, clapping, 

smiling, winking, hopping, and so 

on. Periodically say “Jubilee!” Every-

one can then return to their origi-

nal position and rest. Try variations 

using fi fties: Move for 50 seconds and 

then rest for 10 seconds. Clap or hop 

50 times and then stop.

O T H E R  I D E A S
Link: Read Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine. Have children share what they 
know about slavery. Jubilee is about making things right. Have children make a 
poster with words and pictures of things that need to be made right in our world.

Create: Draw or paint “Welcome Home” signs. Talk about what it would have been 
like to return to the land and home you had to leave many years earlier.

Bless
Gather everyone in a circle for a time of prayer and blessing. Sing together “Spread God’s Love Around” from Worship Songs 

for Children, track 3.

Pray, thanking God for a love that is for all people, in all places, at all times. Ask God to help each child share that love 

through justice, kindness, and respect each day.
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Jubilee Jumble
Th e words in the sentences below have become jumbled. But it’s the year of Jubilee! Return the letters to their original 

spots so the sentences make sense. All the sentences can be found in today’s Readers Th eater.

 (1) The seventh year is a ________________________ for the land. abahbts

 (2) . . . sound the ________________________ everywhere. mutt rsep

 (3) Proclaim a year of ________________________. eiulbje

 (4) . . . all land must ________________________ to its fi rst owners. reutrn

 (5) I will bless the ________________________ on the sixth year . . . vrashte

 (6) You are only strangers and ________________________.  esugts

 (7) Suppose one of your own people becomes ________________________ . . . ropo

 (8) . . . you must not charge them ________________________.  reenitst

 (9) You shall not live as ________________________ to one another.  alssev

 (10) You are my ________________________. I am your God.  olpepe
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Did you know? Beginning in 396 BC, trumpeting was an event 

in the Olympic games. Trumpet players were judged on their volume 

and endurance. Herodoros of Megara won 10 times, making him the 

champion for 40 years. He was even able to play two trumpets at once!
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Week 8

Bible Story for Younger Children
Preparation
Have the children sit in three small groups. Tell the children that Group 1 has lost their land, Group 2 has lost their homes, 

and Group 3 has become so poor they became slaves. Something good will happen to each group. When it does, the chil-

dren should make their best trumpet sounds and celebrate.

Bible Story
God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai. God said, “When you enter the land that I am giving to you, plant and grow things. 

But, in the seventh year, let the land rest. Give it a chance for a fresh start. Don’t worry. You will still have enough to eat 

from what the land grows on its own.

Do this every seven years. And when you have counted seven of these Sabbath years (have children count to seven, seven 

times), tell everyone that it is time to celebrate. It is time to set things right and give everyone a fresh start! Count the days 

and count the years! Make the trumpet sound to celebrate 50 years. It’s Jubilee!”

(Gesture to Group 1.) Your family has had hard times. Th ere was no rain and your crops didn’t grow. You had to sell your 

fi elds to support your family. But God says, “All the land will go back to its fi rst owners in the year of Jubilee.” So today, you 

can celebrate—it’s the year of Jubilee! (Group 1 celebrates.)

(Gesture to Group 2.) Your family got sick and could not work. You had to sell your house to buy food and medicine. But 

God says, “In the year of Jubilee, give houses back to the families who owned them before.” So today, you can celebrate—it’s 

the year of Jubilee! (Group 2 celebrates.)

(Gesture to Group 3.) Your family became so poor you could not stay together. Some of you had to become slaves, work-

ing hard for other people. But God says, “Everyone is free in the year of Jubilee.” So today you can celebrate—it’s the year of 

Jubilee! (Group 3 celebrates.)

God created a fresh start for people and for the land. People were treated fairly, and everyone had enough. People 

cared for each other and for all of God’s creation. Everyone could celebrate in the year of Jubilee! (Gesture for everyone 

to celebrate.)
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Week 8 Readers Theater Leviticus 25

Proclaim Jubilee
Characters: Moses, Reader 1, Reader 2

 Moses: Hear these words from God that I received on Mount Sinai:

  “When you enter the land that I am giving to you, plant your fi elds, trim your vineyards, 

gather your crops. But on the seventh year, let the land rest. You may eat what grows natu-

rally on the land, but you must not farm it. Th e seventh year is a Sabbath for the land.”

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will let the land rest.

 Moses: Count off  seven Sabbath years. Th en in the fi ftieth year, sound the trumpets everywhere. 

Proclaim a year of Jubilee! Th e fi ftieth year is a holy year, a year of freedom. Everyone, 

return to your home, return to your family. Do not plant or harvest. Eat only what grows 

freely, for this is a year of Jubilee!

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will return, we will rest, and we will celebrate.

 Moses: When you buy or sell, do not cheat one another. And, if you sold your land to support your 

family, celebrate, for all land must return to its fi rst owners. If you sold your house to buy 

food, celebrate because all houses must return to their fi rst owners too.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will treat one another fairly.

 Moses: Suppose you ask, “What will we eat in the seventh year if we don’t farm our land?” Do not 

worry! Th e land will give its fruit and I will bless the harvest on the sixth year, so you will 

have enough.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will have enough.

 Moses: And remember, land cannot be sold with no way of getting it back, because the land be-

longs to me, the Creator. You are only strangers and guests.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will respect the land.

 Moses: Suppose one of your own people becomes poor and has to give up their land. And suppose 

they have no one to buy it back for them. And suppose things do not go well and they 

cannot earn enough to buy their land back. Th en the buyer will keep it until the year of 

Jubilee. At that time, the land will be returned to them free of charge.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: Th e land will be returned.
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 Moses: Suppose any of your own people become poor. And suppose they can’t take care of them-

selves. Th en help them just as you would help a guest or stranger. Th en those who become 

poor can continue to live among you. If you lend them money, you must not charge them 

interest. If you sell them food, you must not sell it for more than it cost you.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will care for each other.

 Moses: And if any of you become so poor that you sell yourself as a servant, you will be made free 

in the year of Jubilee. I brought you out of slavery in Egypt. You shall not live as slaves to 

one another.

 Reader 1: We have heard the word of God.

 Reader 2: We will respect each other’s freedom.

 Moses: You, the people of Israel, belong to me. You are my people. I am your God.
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