
Week 5

Sisters Ask for Land
Numbers 27:1–11

Story Summary
Th e Promised Land was being assigned to the twelve tribes of Israel. Th e tribe of Manasseh had a man who died without 

sons to claim the land. He did have fi ve daughters. Th e daughters approached Moses at the Tent of Meeting and asked for 

the land to remember their father’s name. Moses took the matter to God. God said the daughters were right and made a 

new law for the people of Israel. 

Faith Link
We can speak up when rules are unfair.
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At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

PrEpare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible essay 
on the Prepare page.

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children and Songs 
for the Seasons

• Matthew 22 Poster 
(RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Paper
• Markers or crayons
• Battery-operated 

candle
• Rhythm instruments 

(optional)

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Choose how you will present the Bible story.
• Print the Readers Theater (p. 5.9) for each child.
• Set up a Tent of Meeting by draping fabric at the 

front of storytelling space.
• Print and cut out the “Five Sisters” Collector 

Cards (p. 5.10).

• Readers Theater 
(p. 5.9)

• Bible Story for 
Younger Children 
(p. 5.8)

• “Five Sisters” Collec-
tor Cards (p. 5.10)

• Large piece of fabric

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Explore options you will off er and 
gather needed supplies.

• Print the Student Pages, one double-sided copy 
per child.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any crafts or 
projects.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player
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Prepare
Sisters Ask for Land
Numbers 27:1–11 
by Carrie Martens

Women are infrequently the main characters in biblical stories, but in this one, 

there are fi ve! Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah are sisters with a mis-

sion. Following a plague, God instructed Moses to do a census of the people of 

Israel and portion out the land according to the actual numbers in each clan. 

Th e sisters quickly realize a problem. Th eir father has died, and because he has 

only daughters, his land will be taken away and his name will end. Th is is not 

acceptable to them.

It is tempting to read this story as a fi ght for women’s rights. And in some 

respects, it is. Women could not inherit land. A clan’s name and land were 

passed down from father to son. A clan with no sons would simply die out. Th e 

author emphasizes the importance of this structure by starting with a list of 

Zelophehad’s male ancestors. So yes, the sisters are arguing against a law that 

prohibits them from inheriting as women.

However, in that context, women did not have equal voice or equal rights. 

And so here the sisters are not arguing for their own voice, or their own rights, 

but for their father’s. Th is is not to downplay the incredible courage of their 

actions, but to recognize that the value of their own personhood was simply not 

yet in their imagination.

Th eir courage in challenging the law, however, is paramount. Given the place 

of women at the time, it is incredible that the sisters even considered approach-

ing Moses and the entire congregation. What makes this even more astounding 

can be found in the brief reference to a man named Korah. Th e sisters note that 

their father did not die because he was part of the company of Korah, but why 

does this matter? Earlier, in chapter 16, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, of the tribe 

of Levi rebelled against Moses, and thus against God. In dramatic fashion, God 

had them swallowed up by the earth. Th e sisters are well aware of this event. Yet 

they are willing to risk their lives for a law that they see as unjust, even a law that 

has been given to Moses by God.

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah may not be advocating for them-

selves in a twenty-fi rst century sense. However, their story is a reminder that the 

words and laws of those in power, even if the words are presumed to be from 

God, can still be challenged, and in fact, should be, if those laws are unjust.

Take a few moments to refl ect on the sisters’ courage. What helps you to 

act with courage? Are there laws or rules in your church, community, or 

country that benefi t some, but are not for the good of all? How might you 

speak into those situations?

God, sometimes it is easier to remain silent. Grant me the courage to open my eyes 

to injustice and to speak out according to your Spirit. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Warmly welcome children and invite them to draw pictures of their families. 

Remind children that families come in all shapes and sizes. Families can include 

parents, grandparents, and those who care for them like a parent would. Th ey 

can also include siblings, stepsiblings, and friends who are as close as siblings. 

Th ey might also have people in their families who have died. Th ese loved ones 

are still part of the family and can be included if children wish. And for many, 

pets are family members too! Invite children to each take a turn sharing their 

picture with the group. Today’s Bible story has fi ve sisters!

to God
Begin a time of worship by turning on a candle as a symbol of God’s presence. 

Sing “All Together” from Songs for the Seasons, track 10.

Continue prayers of the imagination. Read more about this in the Connect 

section of the week 2 materials as needed. Say:

We are continuing our prayers of imagination today. Has anyone 

ever ignored your questions or ideas? Th at doesn’t feel good, does 

it? Sometimes people do not listen to children. Let’s imagine a world 

where children are free to ask questions and people really listen to 

them. Maybe you want to imagine people listening to you. Or perhaps 

listening to children at this church or in your school or neighborhood. 

Th is will be our prayer.

Ask children to close their eyes for a brief time of silence and then end by 

saying amen. (Vary the amount of time based on the age and attention span of 

your group.)

to the Bible
Sing “Love the Lord Your God” from Worship Songs for Children, track 5. Refer to 

the words on the Matthew 22 Poster from the Resource Pack as needed. Invite 

children to do the actions from week 3 or play rhythm instruments. End by hav-

ing children speak the verse together without looking at the poster to see how 

well they can remember the words.

Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the fi rst and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ ”

—Matthew 22:37–39 (NIV)
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Teaching Tip
The family in today’s Bible story 
had fi ve daughters! Families come 
in many shapes and sizes. Children 
may be a part of blended fami-
lies, foster families, single-parent 
families, families with same-sex 
parents. Someone in the group 
might be an only child or one of 
many. Are you uncomfortable with 
the family structure of someone in 
your group? Remember that chil-
dren do not choose their families. It 
is essential for children to feel wel-
come in the church no matter what 
their family looks like. Help children 
to feel good about their families, 
while also respecting the shapes of 
other families in the group.
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Encounter
The Bible Story
Th ere are two storytelling options: a readers theater and an interactive story for 

younger children. Choose the option that will work best for your group.

Th e Readers Th eater is on page 5.9 of this guide. Invite volunteers to be 

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, Tirzah, Moses, and God. Th e lines spoken by the 

sisters can be combined for smaller groups.

Th e Bible Story for Younger Children is on page 5.8 of this guide. Distribute 

the “Five Sisters” Collector Cards on page 5.10 in this guide to girls. If there are 

not fi ve girls in the group, give individual girls more than one card to hold up 

during the story.

Tell the children that today’s story happened at a camp that the people of 

Israel had set up in the wilderness. In the camp there was a place of worship 

and decision-making, sometimes called the Tent of Meeting. Women were only 

allowed to go to the area near the entrance. Optional: Set up a Tent of Meeting 

to set the scene. Drape fabric over a table or chairs at the front of your story- 

telling area.

After the story, ask some or all the following questions to help children refl ect 

on the Bible story and its connection to their lives:

Dig In
• Sons could be given land, daughters could not. Women could not even 

go into the Tent of Meeting. I wonder how the sisters felt standing in 

front of everyone to ask for their father’s land.

• I wonder how many other families in Israel had only daughters.

• Th e sisters were very happy the law changed. I wonder how other people 

felt about the new law.

• I wonder if I would have been brave enough to ask Moses to change 

the law.

Live It
• Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah were left out. When have you 

felt left out? When have you noticed someone else being left out?

• Sometimes saying “no fair” is really important. Sometimes it’s just 

complaining. I wonder how we can tell when saying “no fair” is 

really important.

• When should you speak up for others who are being treated unfairly? 

How can you give them a chance to speak up for themselves?

• Look at the family pictures that you drew earlier. Can you think of some-

thing that happened in your family that was unfair? What did you do 

about it?
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Teaching Tip
Women were infrequently included 
in biblical stories, and even less fre-
quently named. Today’s story off ers 
an opportunity to name fi ve women 
in the Bible. Follow this guide in 
order to confi dently pronounce the 
names in today’s story, including 
the sisters and their father:

Mahlah [MA-luh]
Noah [NOH-uh]
Hoglah [HOH-gluh]
Milcah [MILK-uh]
Tirzah [TUR-zuh]
Zelophehad [Ze-LOH-fuh-had]

Media Connections
Books: Say Something by Peggy 
Moss; Dear Malala, We Stand 
with You by Rosemary McCarney; 
Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood 
Up by Sitting Down by Andrea 
Davis Pinkney

Art: Daughters of Zelophehad by 
Iris Wexler

Video: “Mr. Rogers Explained to 
Modern Kids” by BuzzFeed Celeb 
(YouTube)

Songs: “Stand Up, Speak Up” 
by Amp’d! Songs to Rock Child-
hood (YouTube); “The Daughters 
of Zelophehad” by Bryan Moyer 
Suderman
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Explore
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Do Justice
Play a welcoming game. Say, “We 

welcome builders who are fi ve years 

old.” Anyone in the group who is age 

fi ve will come forward and get a few 

blocks to add to a tower. Say, “We 

welcome builders who are wearing 

shorts.” Th ose people will come for-

ward to get blocks. Continue in this 

manner until everyone has added to 

the block tower. 

Play again, with a diff erent per-

son serving as the “welcomer.” For a 

challenge, have the “welcomer” try 

to fi gure out how to have all play-

ers move to the building area with 

exactly three statements or even just 

one statement. Or specify a category 

( favorite foods, games, hobbies). 

Th e women in the Bible story were 

left out and treated unfairly because 

they were women. Talk with children 

about other reasons that people are 

sometimes treated unfairly (age, abil-

ities, looks). What can we do when 

we see this happen or when it hap-

pens to us?

Supplies
 Blocks

Create
Display the “Five Sisters” Collector 

Cards from page 5.10 in this guide. 

Collector cards are usually made for 

people who have done great things. 

Th e fi ve sisters in today’s story brave-

ly spoke up because a rule or law 

was unfair. Th ere are people in our 

communities who bravely act when 

they see things that are unfair too. 

Have children explore the “Stand 

Up, Speak Out!” collector cards on 

Student Page 5.6 and then create 

their own cards on Student Page 5.7. 

Younger children can watch the You-

Tube video “Mr. Rogers Explained 

to Modern Kids” to get to know Mr. 

Rogers. (See Media Connections.) 

Older children can research online to 

fi nd facts about the people they have 

chosen for their collector cards.

Supplies
 Student Pages

 “Five Sisters” Collector Cards 

(p. 5.10)

 Pencils/markers

 Laptop or tablet with Internet 

connection

Move
Use the Where Will I Stand? activ-

ity found on page 5.11 of this guide 

to help the children consider their 

own feelings about unfair situations. 

If you have time, use this variation: 

Make one corner “fair,” one “unfair,” 

and one “I don’t know.” Invite chil-

dren to suggest situations from their 

own lives where things may or not be 

fair, such as “my sibling has a later 

bedtime than I do.” Have the children 

choose a corner for those situations 

and discuss their choices.

Supplies
 Where Will I Stand? (p. 5.11)

 Masking tape

O T H E R  I D E A S
Retell: Act out the story with one child as Moses in front of the Tent of Meeting. Go through the story again having children make up 
other situations that are unfair and asking Moses what to do. Take turns playing Moses.

Create: Provide a variety of art materials for children to make their own miniature Tent of Meeting. Have them make a welcome mat 
with words and pictures welcoming all to God’s tent.

Bless
Gather everyone for a time of prayer and blessing. Sing together “God’s Love Is for Everybody” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 2. Pray:

God, make us wise and courageous, like Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. Help us to know when and 

how to speak up. Show us your way of peace for all people. Amen.
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Sisters Ask for 
Land
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Week 5
Numbers 27:1–11

Stand Up, Speak Out!
Check out these people who are known for standing up and speaking out when they saw things that were unfair or when 

they saw people who were being hurt.

Who: 
Emma González

Where: 
Florida

Known for: 
After a shooting at her high school in Florida, Emma worked with several other students to organize a demonstration called March for Our Lives in Washington D.C. There she stood up and spoke out against gun violence. She helped create the #neveragain movement.

Who: 
Mr. Fred Rogers

Where: 
Pennsylvania

Known for: 
Mr. Rogers was the host of the television show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood. He used puppets and make-believe to help children talk about diffi  cult things like anger, jealousy, moving to a new place, divorce, and racism. He wanted to make sure that all children would know that they are loved exactly as they are.

y g

Emma

No more gun violence!

No more gun violence!

No more gun violence!

Fred

You are loved!

You are loved!
You are loved!
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Create Your Own Collector Cards
Do you know any people who act bravely when they see things that are unfair? It might be someone you know who speaks 

up when others are being treated badly. Or it might be someone you’ve heard of like Malala Yousafzai, who speaks out so 

all girls can go to school. When you have a few ideas, make your own collector cards.
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Week 5
Numbers 27:1–11

Who: 

Where: 

Known for: 

Who: 

Where: 

Known for: 
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Week 5

Bible Story for Younger Children
Preparation
Identify one corner of the room as the Tent of Meeting. Set up a “tent” using blankets draped over chairs. Gather the chil-

dren in the opposite corner. Hand out the “Five Sisters” Collector Cards. If possible, give them to girls. Tell them that when 

you cue them, they can move to the Tent of Meeting, face the group, and bravely hold up their card.

Bible Story
Th e people of Israel had been traveling through the wilderness. Finally, they were getting close to the land God had cho-

sen for them to live. Before they entered the land, God told Moses to count every person and every family. Th en he should 

divide the land among all the families.

One day all the people gathered at the Tent of Meeting. (Have everyone move over to the Tent of Meeting and sit near the 

entrance.) Moses said, “Every name has been written down in the records. Every person has been counted. And now all the 

land has been fairly divided according to the numbers of each family. Our work is done.”

Just then fi ve sisters who were at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting looked at each other. Th e fi rst stood up (cue 

Mahlah) and said, “Wait, we want to speak. My name is Mahlah, and these are my sisters, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 

Tirzah. We are the fi ve daughters of our father, Zelophehad. Our father died. Th e law says that when a man dies all of his 

land is given to his sons. But our father had no sons.”

(Cue Noah.) “But he did have daughters!” said Noah.

(Cue Hoglah.) “Yes, fi ve of us!” said Hoglah.

(Cue Milcah.) Th en Milcah said, “Our father’s name should be remembered, not forgotten. His name can continue 

through us.

(Cue Tirzah.) “Moses,” said Tirzah, “we know the law says that only sons should be given their father’s land. But we ask 

you to include us. We want our father’s name to live on.”

Moses thought for a moment. Th en he said, “I will have to bring your request to God. God will tell us what must be done.”

Moses went away and told God what he had heard from the fi ve sisters. God said, “Th e fi ve sisters are right. You should 

give them the land that would have been given to their father. And tell all the Israelites that if a man dies and doesn’t have 

a son, you must give his land to his daughters. Th is will be a new law for my people.”
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Week 5 Readers Theater Numbers 27:1–11

Sisters Ask for Land
Characters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, Tirzah, Moses, God

Background: Th e people of Israel had been traveling through the wilderness. Finally, they were getting close to the land God had 

chosen for them to live in. Before they entered the land, God told Moses to count every person and every family, then divide the 

land among all the families.

 Moses: Every name has been written down in the records. Every person has been counted. And 

now all the land has been fairly divided according to the numbers of each family. Our work 

is complete.

 Mahlah: Please, wait. May we speak?

 Moses: You want to speak? To what family do you belong?

 Noah: I am Noah, and these are my sisters: Mahlah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. We are the 

daughters of Zelophehad, son of Hepher.

 Moses: And why do you stand before me, and not your father?

 Hoglah: Our father has died. We are what is left of his family.

 Moses: And why do you wish to speak before this council and the entire community?

 Milcah: Because, you say that all the land has been divided fairly according to our numbers. But 

we disagree. Our father died in the desert. He was not part of the rebellion led by Korah, 

but still he is punished because he had no sons.

 Tirzah: Why should our father’s name and all his lands be taken away just because he didn’t have 

a son? Th is is not fair. It dishonors our father, Zelophehad.

 Mahlah: So, we have come to request that our father’s land be divided among us, his daughters. In 

this way his name and his family will live on.

 Moses: Hmmm . . . wait here. I must bring the case before our Lord.

  (Moses turns away.)

  Lord, you have given us instructions for how to organize our families and how to divide 

our land. Yet these daughters of yours disagree. You have heard their argument. Speak, 

show us the way we should go.

 God: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah are right in what they are saying. You should 

give them the land that would have been given to their father. And tell all the Israelites 

that if a man dies and doesn’t have a son, you must hand his land over to his daughters. 

If he doesn’t have a daughter, you will give his land to his brothers. If he doesn’t have 

any brothers, you should give his land to his father’s brothers. If his father had no broth-

ers, you should give his land to his nearest family member. Th is will be a new law for 

my people.

  (Moses turns back to the sisters.)

 Moses: Th e Lord has heard your request and says that the daughters of Zelophehad are right. 

Th ere will be a new law for our people.

Week 5 (Sisters Ask for Land)  5.9ELEMENTARY



Week 5

“Five Sisters” Collector Cards
Print one set of collector cards. Use card stock if available. Cut out for use in Explore (Create) and the Bible Story for 

Younger Children.

Illustrations by Jesse Graber

Week 5 (Sisters Ask for Land)  5.10

Mahlah

Milcah

Noah

Tirzah

Hoglah

Stand Up, Speak Out

Stand Up, Speak Out Stand Up, Speak Out

Stand Up, Speak Out Stand Up, Speak Out
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Week 5

Where Will I Stand?
Place tape lines on the fl oor to make a large triangle. One corner is “Yes,” one is “No,” and one is “I’m not sure.” As you read 

each statement, invite the children to choose a corner. Each time invite one or two children to share about why they made 

the choice they did. If they choose “I’m not sure,” ask them what would help them to say “yes” or “no.” Sometimes we need 

to ask questions, get more information, or talk to someone we trust. Remind children to speak respectfully and practice 

good listening even if they disagree with each other’s choices.

• All people are important in my community.

• It’s important to speak up and answer questions at school or in groups.

• It’s important to keep my ideas to myself.

• If someone says something mean, we should speak up.

• Sometimes things are unfair at my school or in my community.

• Sometimes things are unfair in my home.

• When something is unfair, we just need to say sorry.

• When someone is being bullied, I know what to do.

• I wish I was more courageous.

• God wants us to speak up about unfairness.

• Everyone agrees on what is fair and unfair.
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