
Week 4

Enough for All
Acts 4:32–37

Story Summary
Th e early church showed commitment and unity as they shared a common life. After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, an 

ever-increasing group of people listened to the apostles’ preaching and ate and prayed together. People with possessions 

sold what they had and gave the money to the apostles, who gave it to those in need. Everyone in the community had 

enough. Many who saw this joined the community of Jesus’ followers.

Faith Link
We can make sure everyone has enough.
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At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

PrEpare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible 
essay on the Prepare page.

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses.

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children and 
Songs for the Seasons

• “Just Right” List (p. 4.10)
• Matthew 22 Poster (RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Battery-operated 

candle

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Choose how you will present the Bible 

story.
• Print the Readers Theater (p. 4.9) for 

each child.
• Practice the actions for the Bible Story 

for Younger Children (p. 4.8)

• Readers Theater (p. 4.9)
• Bible Story for Younger 

Children (p. 4.8)

Encounter
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Explore options you will 
off er and gather needed supplies.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any crafts 
or projects.

• Everybody Sing: Worship 
Songs for Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player
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Prepare
Enough for All
Acts 4:32–37
by Carrie Martens

Th e Holy Spirit has been poured out; the apostles are preaching, teaching, and 

healing. Th ousands are baptized into the new community of Christ follow-

ers. Th e church has been born. Th is new community is focused on fellowship, 

breaking bread, gratitude, praise, prayer, and the sharing of material goods 

(Acts 2:44-47).

However, in Acts 4, the apostles begin to experience signifi cant pushback 

for their bold proclamations and the power of the Jesus movement. Peter and 

John are arrested, and the rulers and elders are annoyed. Th ey warn the apostles 

not to speak in Jesus’ name, but Peter and John cannot keep silent about what 

they have seen and heard of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Th e passion of their 

community is fed by the ongoing movement of the Holy Spirit and perhaps even 

galvanized by threats of opposition and imprisonment.

In Acts 4:32, Luke indicates that the group was “of one heart and soul,” and 

all possessions were held in common. Unity is both their reality and their aspi-

ration, and it is made possible through Christ. Luke presents Barnabas as the 

living ideal of their Spirit-fi lled community. He sells his fi eld and gives all the 

proceeds to the apostles. It is actions like this that make it possible for the com-

munity to say that there are no needy people among them.

But is it that simple? Clearly not, for immediately following in chapter 5 is 

the story of Ananias and Sapphira who found this new way of being more chal-

lenging to enact. Th ey sold their property but gave only a portion of the pro-

ceeds and then lied about it. Repercussions follow. Barnabas is held up as the 

ideal, Ananias and Sapphira, the cautionary tale. But does this mean that hold-

ing things in common does not work? Perhaps, but perhaps not. And maybe 

that’s not the point.

Th e community of Acts is built on the foundation of death and resurrection. 

Death—found in exploitation, persecution, hatred, violence, and starvation—is 

overcome in Christ and transformed through resurrection to new life. Th e apos-

tles see signs of death in their midst. Folks are hungry; they lack basic neces-

sities. But there are also signs of new life. Some have more than they need and 

are willing to share. Joy and wonder at Jesus’ resurrection do not simply lead to 

praise but to transformed living. Sharing of goods was the resurrection response 

to need among them. And the result was God’s grace poured out upon them.

What are the basic necessities that folks in your community need to live a 

healthy life? Do all have access to these necessities? What might resurrec-

tion and new life look like in your community, in our world?

God of abundance, in your economy all have enough. Send the Spirit among us to 

show us the way to resurrection in our own communities so that we might fully live 

in your economy of grace and abundance. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Welcome children warmly by name as they arrive. Start with a game to explore 

what is enough. Read items from the “Just Right” List on page 4.10 in this guide. 

Children can respond by saying, “too many,” “not enough,” or “just right.” Feel 

free to add your own prompts to the list, or have children suggest some.

to God
Begin a time of worship by turning on a candle as a symbol of God’s presence. 

Sing “Rise” from Songs for the Seasons, track 9.

Continue prayers of the imagination. Read more about this in the Connect 

section of the week 2 materials as needed. Say:

Last time for our prayers of imagination, we imagined a world where 

everyone had everything they needed—food, clothing, water, friend-

ship, safety. You have probably noticed that there are some people in 

our world who have many, many things and other people do not have 

much at all. What problems might happen if you don’t have enough? 

(Allow for responses.) What problems might come from having too 

much? (Allow for responses.) Today let’s imagine a world where every-

one has just enough—not too much and not too little. Th is will be 

our prayer.

Ask children to close their eyes for a brief time of silence and then end by 

saying amen. (Vary the amount of time based on the age and attention span of 

your group.)

to the Bible
Invite everyone to answer the following question: Which do you think is more 

diffi  cult: loving God, loving self, or loving neighbor? Why? Remind the children 

that there is no right answer to this question. Each person will probably have 

their own answer and it might not always be the same from day to day.

Sing “Love the Lord Your God” from Worship Songs for Children, track 5. Invite 

everyone to use the actions they created in week 3.

Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the fi rst and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ ”

—Matthew 22:37–39 (NIV)
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Teaching Tips
The daily life of the early followers 
of Jesus was marked by joy. They 
shared meals, prayed together, 
gave to anyone in need, and held 
all things in common. It would be 
easy to emphasize the simple moral 
of the story—share with each other. 
The larger goal is for children to see 
the value in participating in a com-
munity that cares for each other in 
the way of Jesus.

Memorizing Bible passages places 
them deep inside our hearts. These 
much-loved passages become easily 
accessible in times of challenge 
and joy. However, we can also help 
children to explore the meaning 
of a passage and what it might 
have to say to them in the present. 
Exploring the meaning of a text 
with children will deepen its impact 
on their lives.
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Encounter
The Bible Story
Th ere are two storytelling options: a readers theater and an interactive story for 

younger children. Choose the option that will work best for your group.

Th e Readers Th eater is on page 4.9 of this guide. Invite volunteers to be the 

Narrator, Reader 1, and Reader 2. If there are more volunteers than parts, con-

sider sharing the story more than once so all get to have a turn reading.

Th e Bible Story for Younger Children is on page 4.8 of this guide. Practice the 

actions ahead of time so they are familiar. Explain that today’s story is about a 

group of people who decided to follow Jesus and live as he did.

After the story, ask some or all the following questions to help children refl ect 

on the Bible story and its connection to their lives:

Dig In
• Imagine sharing the story of Jesus with people who have never heard 

about him before.

• I wonder what it felt like to be part of that new community where every-

one had enough.

• Th e grown-ups shared their houses and land. I wonder if the children 

shared their things with each other too.

• I wonder if people found it hard to give up their things.

• I wonder what helped people want to care for each other.

Live It
• Th e people in that fi rst church community surrounded each other with 

love and care. Imagine lots of people showing you that same kind of love.

• How do people in this church care for each other or others outside 

the church?

• I wonder what it would be like to share everything with people 

at church.

• If you would like, share what came to mind when you imagined a world 

where everyone has just enough.
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Teaching Tip
Some children may wonder 
whether people sold their homes 
to give the money away and were 
then left homeless. This could be 
troubling for children. If children 
are concerned, suggest that maybe 
some people had more than one 
house or excess fi elds. Acts 4 indi-
cates that the people who had more 
than enough shared with those who 
were in need. There was a redistri-
bution of resources so that everyone 
had enough. In modern-day terms, 
the early church essentially elimi-
nated poverty!

Media Connections
Books: Mama Panya’s Pancakes by 
Mary Chamberlin; Strega Nona’s 
Harvest by Tomie dePaola; The 
Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins

Video: “Generosity—Teaching Kids 
to be Generous” by Douglas Talks 
(YouTube)

Songs: “Whatever You’ve Got” or 
“Enough for All” by Bryan Moyer 
Suderman
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Explore
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Do Justice
In the new community in today’s 

story the people gathered often to 

pray, eat, and spend time together. 

Tell the group that today they will do 

the same. Have everyone clean their 

hands. Th en have one person begin 

by serving the snack to the person on 

their right. Th en the next child serves 

the person on their right and so on. 

Once everyone has been served, 

have children consider if everyone 

has enough or if amounts should be 

redistributed. Begin and end your 

snack with the following prayer:

Jesus, for good food and 

good friends, we give you 

thanks. Amen.

Supplies
 Simple snack food (trail 

mix, cookies, crackers and 

cheese, fruit)

 Hand sanitizer

 Bowls or plates

 Cups

 Beverage

Create
Th e community who followed Jesus 

shared with one another. When 

one had more than they needed, 

they gave. When one did not have 

enough, they received. Together they 

created a circle of giving and receiv-

ing, a circle of enough. Create your 

own circle of enough. Draw a circle 

on a large piece of paper. Divide it 

in half. Label one side “giving” and 

the other side “receiving.” Invite the 

children to consider what they have 

given or shared with others and what 

they have received over the past 

week. Have them write or draw them 

on the appropriate side of the circle. 

Invite the children to notice if some-

thing they gave was something that 

someone else received.

Supplies
 Large piece of paper

 Markers

Move
Play a sharing game with a deck of 

cards. Have everyone gather in a 

circle. Unevenly distribute the deck 

of cards throughout the group. Give 

some people fi ve or six cards and 

others none. Have the group work 

together until everyone has two 

cards. However, they may only give or 

take one card at a time from any one 

person. To give a card, the child will 

need to move across to the person 

who needs it and then sit or stand 

next to them. Th is means people may 

need to shift to make room. When 

everyone has two cards, talk about 

how easy or hard it was to share and 

work together to make sure everyone 

had an equal amount.

Supplies
 Deck of cards

O T H E R  I D E A S
Student Pages: Have younger children create the "Feed Me" Puzzle on Student Page 4.6. Print on card stock if possible. Older chil-
dren can explore food waste and draw their own ugly food on Student Page 4.7.

Link: A band is a great way to explore being a community. Have children create their own band using rhythm instruments. Children 
can play along with “Whatever You’ve Got” or “Enough for All” by Bryan Moyer Suderman on his Can’t Keep Quiet album, or a favorite 
song from Everybody Sing.

Bless
Gather everyone for a time of prayer and blessing. Pray:

Jesus, sometimes life is not fair. Some people have more than they need and some not nearly enough. Th e 

early church fi gured out how to make sure everyone had enough. Show us how we can live so that all people 

have enough: enough food, water, love, and joy. Amen.

Send one another by singing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15.
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Enough for All
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Week 4
Acts 4:32–37

Feed Me
Someone at the table does not have enough! Draw food where it is missing so that everyone has what they need. Color the 

picture and then cut along the lines to make a puzzle!

Illustration by Kate Cosgrove
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Who Loves Ugly Food?
All over the world there are people who don’t have enough food. And all over the world there is food thrown in the garbage. 

Th ere are all kinds of reasons that food is wasted. One reason is that most people want to eat only the best and most beau-

tiful fruits and vegetables. So grocery stores only buy the best. Th is means farmers have to bring only the best to the store. 

And all along the way, from farm to table, fruits and vegetables that aren’t quite perfect end up in the trash.
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Week 4
Acts 4:32–37

It might be a carrot with two legs. Or a tomato with a beak. Or a kiwi with a heart.

But all of these fruits and vegetables are perfectly good to eat. What an opportunity!

Some food may actually be spoiled or not good to eat. But just because a fruit or vegetable looks a little diff erent doesn’t 

mean it isn’t good! Show these fruits and veggies some love by drawing your own ugly fruits and vegetables in the frame.

Pick Me!
Nobody likes to be picked last. Being left 
on the shelf at the grocery store usually 
means a trip to the dumpster! Here are 
some tips to keep food out of the trash.
• I’m the only orange left on the shelf. 

Show me some love. Pick me!
• I’m a pepper with too many colors. I’m 

a carrot with two legs. I’m an apple with 
a bruise. Show us some love. Pick us!

• I’m a pineapple. I’ve traveled all the 
way from Hawaii and I’ll probably go 
bad tomorrow. But today, I’m still okay. 
Show me some love. Pick me!

• I’m a lonely banana, separated from the 
bunch. Show me some love. Pick me!

Then God said, “I now give to you all the plants on the earth that yield seeds and 
all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These will be your food.” 

—Genesis 1:29 (CEB)

STUDENTELEMENTARY



Week 4

Bible Story for Younger Children
Preparation
To begin, have children sit in various places in the room. Let the children know that they will need to watch you carefully 

and repeat your actions throughout the story.

Bible Story
Now there were many people who were followers of Jesus. And as they went around and shared Jesus’ love, more people 

joined them until they were a whole community. (Take one child by the hand, walk to the next child and join hands, and con-

tinue until all children are gathered. Sit in a circle on the fl oor.)

Everyone in the community loved Jesus (hands over heart) and believed the same things. (Touch your temple.) Th ey 

shared everything that they had with each other. (Place right hand to the side, palm up, pausing until all the children have 

copied your action.) Th ey kept nothing just for themselves. (Place left hand to the side, palm up.) With great joy and power, 

they shared about Jesus’ life and how he died and rose again. (Lift hands upward.) God’s love was alive in their community. 

(Show jazz hands.)

Th ere was a man named Barnabas who had more fi elds than he needed. (Hold up two fi ngers.) So he sold one of his fi elds 

and he gave all the money to the community. (Gesture as if laying something down in the middle of the circle.) Others who 

had extra fi elds or houses did the same. (Pretend to lay something down again.)

But not everyone had extra. Some did not have enough. (Cup hands and look down into them, shaking head “no.”) No 

problem! Whenever someone had need, there was plenty to share. (Reach into the middle as if scooping something up.)

Th e community grew and everyone had enough. (Extend both hands out to the side.)
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Week 4 Readers Theater Acts 4:32–37

Enough for All
Characters: Narrator, Reader 1, Reader 2

 Narrator: Th e Holy Spirit has been poured out. Th e apostles are preaching, teaching, and healing. 

Th ousands are being baptized into the new community of Christ-followers and news 

is spreading.

 Reader 1: I just arrived in Jerusalem and I have been hearing some amazing things! Did you know 

about Peter and John?

 Reader 2: Yes, I met up with them on my way to prayers. I can’t believe that they were put in jail.

 Reader 1: It’s even more amazing that the council let them go. Th ey warned Peter and John not to 

speak or teach about Jesus at all. I think the leaders are afraid because of how quickly your 

church is growing.

 Reader 2: I know, and Peter said they could not stop speaking about Jesus. I’m not sure I could have 

been that bold.

 Reader 1: Me either. Last night, as I was walking home, I passed by the house where Peter, John, and 

their friends were meeting. I stood at the window and heard them share their story. Th eir 

prayers were powerful. I think I want to join the new community too.

 Reader 2: Th at would be great! Anyone is welcome.

 Reader 1: Th e apostles are amazing preachers. I heard them speak about Jesus’ resurrection and 

the incredible love he showed to everyone he met. If that kind of love is part of your com- 

munity, it’s no wonder that it’s growing.

 Reader 2: And the best part is—everyone has enough. No one is in need.

 Reader 1: I’ve heard about that. How is it even possible?

 Reader 2: All of us who believe in Jesus are one community. It’s like we have one heartbeat. We pray 

together, worship together, and work together. We share all that we have.

 Reader 1: Yes, but how does that work?

 Reader 2: Jesus said that we shouldn’t worry about things like food and clothing. And that’s hard. 

But he also taught that we can’t serve both God and money and we should give what we 

have to the poor. So, we share everything we have with each other.

 Reader 1: Even those who are rich?

 Reader 2: Yes, those who own land or houses sell what they have. Th en the money is gathered into 

one account. A few of the apostles are responsible for handing out money so that every-

one has what they need. Last week a man named Joseph—everyone calls him Barnabas 

because he’s such an encourager—sold his fi eld. Th en he gave the money to the apostles.

 Reader 1: Wow. Is it always that easy?

 Reader 2: No. Not always. Why don’t you join us for our community meal and get to know some of 

the others? I’ll introduce you to Barnabas. He always has stories to tell.
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Week 4

“Just Right” List
Read this list during Connect to Each Other.

 one handful of strawberries

 two hours of soccer practice

 four hours of video games

 one piece of candy

 nine hours of sleep

 two meals per day

 $50

 four shirts

 fi ve radishes

 two birthday gifts

 ten friends

 two pairs of shoes

 six books

 one toy
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