
Week 2

Welcoming Everyone
James 1:27–2:8, 14–17

Story Summary
Th e book of James off ers counsel to God’s people on how to stay true to Christ. James warned against the common practice 

of giving honored seats to people in fi ne clothes and disrespecting poor people. God has chosen the poor of the world to be 

rich in faith. Jesus’ followers should follow the scriptures that say, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Faith Link
We can love others as we love ourselves.
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At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

PrEpare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible essay 
on the Prepare page.

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses.

• Print and cut apart the “Favorites Bingo” Cards 
(p. 2.10), one per child.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children and Songs 
for the Seasons

• “Favorites Bingo” 
Cards (p. 2.10)

• Matthew 22 Poster 
(RP)

• CD or MP3 player
• Pencils
• Battery-operated 

candle

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections
• Choose how you will present the Bible story.
• Print the Readers Theater (p. 2.9) for each child.

• Readers Theater 
(p. 2.9)

• Bible Story for 
Younger Children 
(p. 2.8)

• Brightly colored scarf
• Ragged piece of cloth
• Cushion

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Explore options you will off er and 
gather needed supplies.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

• See Supplies lists on 
Explore page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Send home Student Pages and any crafts or 
projects.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player
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Prepare
Welcoming Everyone
James 1:27–2:8, 14–17
by Carrie Martens

Th e good news of Jesus is for all people—yes. So what does that look like on the 

ground in newly formed or even well-established congregations? According to 

James, it’s about actions; it’s about a lived faith. Some believe that James contra-

dicts the apostle Paul, who emphasizes salvation through faith, not works. How-

ever, James is not calling for action that simply accumulates salvation points, or 

that is even socially just; he calls for action that fl ows directly from faith.

Th e image presented by James is vivid and convicting. A person of wealth in 

fi ne clothing and gold rings enters the gathering. So too does a person in rags. 

Judging one to be worthy, the people immediately begin to curry favor, ignoring 

the depth and breadth of each person’s identity. And James rightfully calls them 

to examine their behavior. He asks if their acts of favoritism demonstrate a true 

belief in Jesus Christ.

Th is is a striking rebuke, calling out fl agrant discrimination. His audience, 

Jewish Christian congregations, would have quickly recognized James’ pointed 

references. First, he reminds them of Jesus’ teachings in the Beatitudes—“Has 

not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 

kingdom . . .?” Second, he calls them back to the “royal law,” the greatest com-

mandment, rooted in Jewish tradition and championed by Jesus. Th eir favorit-

ism and judgment clearly place them outside of true faith.

James invites his beloved siblings in Christ to see the poor, not for their out-

ward appearance, but for their belovedness in the eyes of God and the richness 

of their faith. And he invites his siblings to consider the rich, not as potential 

patrons or benefactors, but for the ways in which they have used their wealth to 

oppress. True faith in Christ, or “religion that is pure and undefi led before God,” 

is not compatible with partiality or favoritism. Rather, true faith is embodied in 

acts of compassion that spring directly from love, faith, and commitment.

Th e teaching we receive in this text from James is timeless. It reminds us 

that faith and action are two sides of the same coin. But it also challenges us 

to refl ect deeply on the favoritism, discrimination, and inequality that exist in 

our own congregations and communities. Humans must be received for the 

whole of who they are, not judged based on our limited vision and our limit-

ing stereotypes.

Recall a time when you were treated a particular way based on your out-

ward appearance. What was that like? Consider all the stereotypes you 

might have for people who appear to be rich or poor.

God, your love and grace does not depend on my actions, yet you invite me to act. 

Make me aware of my own stereotypes and biases so that I can see discrimination 

and act with justice and compassion. Amen.

Week 2 (Welcoming Everyone)  2.2ELEMENTARY



Connect
to Each Other
Welcome children warmly. Give everyone one of the “Favorites Bingo” Cards 

from page 2.10 of this guide. Have everyone move around the room and try 

to fi nd someone who has the same favorite as they do for each square on the 

card. For example, if two people name blue as their favorite color, they can mark 

an X through that square. People can call out “Bingo!” when completing a line 

across, down, or diagonally. Optional: Children cannot say “Bingo!” until they 

have talked to every person in the group.

to God
Gather in a circle. Begin a time of worship by turning on a candle as a symbol of 

God’s presence. Sing “All Together” from Songs for the Seasons, track 10.

Introduce the imagination prayers by saying:

We live in this beautiful world God created. And yet, there is a lot of 

sadness and pain in the world as well. People make mistakes and do 

hurtful things to each other and to creation. As we pray together for 

the next few weeks, we will imagine a diff erent kind of world. We will 

imagine people playing and having fun together instead of fi ghting. 

We will imagine everyone having enough food to eat and water to 

drink. Today we will close our eyes and imagine a world where every 

person is treated fairly. All that you see, hear, and feel in your imagina-

tion is your prayer to God.

Close your eyes and have several minutes of silence. End by saying amen. 

(Vary the amount of time based on the age and attention span of your group.)

to the Bible
Invite children to begin coloring the Matthew 22 Poster from the Resource Pack 

together. If the group is large, split into smaller groups and color more than one 

poster for the room. While everyone colors, listen to “Love the Lord Your God” 

from Worship Songs for Children, track 5. After a couple of times through, chil-

dren may want to sing along.

Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the fi rst and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ ”

—Matthew 22:37–39 (NIV)

Teaching Tip
Often, we pray using words. We 
tell God about our day or ask God 
to care for someone who is sick. 
However, we can also pray without 
words. Saint Ignatius of Loyola was 
born in 1491 and placed a strong 
emphasis on using imagination 
during prayer. He did this in two 
ways—fi rst by imagining himself 
in a Gospel story and second by 
“entering into the vision of God.” 
The second is what the group will 
experience for the next several 
weeks. It involves seeing things 
from God’s perspective, with the 
love and concern God has. What 
is God’s desire for the world? How 
can we then embody God’s love? 
Read the suggested article in Media 
Connections for more back-
ground information about prayers 
of the imagination.
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Encounter
The Bible Story
Th ere are two storytelling options: a readers theater and an interactive story for 

younger children. Choose the option that will work best for your group.

Th e Readers Th eater is on page 2.9 of this guide. Invite volunteers to be 

Reader 1, Reader 2, and Reader 3. If there are more volunteers than parts, have 

two or more children read each part.

Th e Bible Story for Younger Children is on page 2.8 of this guide. You will 

need two volunteers. If more children want to volunteer, simply repeat the story 

until all have had a chance to play the roles.

Before you begin, explain that a widow is someone whose husband has died.

After the story, ask some or all the following questions to help children re-

fl ect on the Bible story and its connection to their lives:

Dig In
• Why do you think James said the people should take care of widows or 

children without parents? What might they need?

• I wonder what it felt like to be the well-dressed person. I wonder what it 

felt like to be the poor person.

• How could the people in the story have treated the guests at their church 

more fairly?

• I wonder why people sometimes think that the rich are more important 

than the poor.

Live It
• How do you feel knowing that God has no favorites, but loves everyone?

• Who might need help in our families, our schools, and our communi-

ties? When have you needed help?

• What does it feel like when someone plays favorites and you are left out? 

Have you ever played favorites?

• If you would like, share what came to mind when you imagined a world 

where everyone was treated fairly.

Teaching Tips
Stories about the rich and the poor 
can bring up uncomfortable feel-
ings. There are likely some children 
in your group who are privileged 
with more resources than others, 
even if it is not obvious. You may 
also have children who are discrim-
inated against for other reasons, 
such as race, gender, ability, or 
appearance. As you move through 
the session, keep an eye out for 
children who may be feeling left 
out, even by those who cheerfully 
embrace the idea that God loves ev-
eryone. Make a point of interacting 
with each child today, even briefl y. 
This reinforces the truth that God 
does not play favorites.

When inviting children to share 
their imagination prayers, remind 
them that sharing what they 
pray for is always optional. It they 
want to share, that is great, and if 
they want their prayers to be just 
between them and God, that is 
great too.

Media Connections
Book: Desmond and the Very Mean 
Word by Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Art: Dare to Understand mural at 
St. Thomas Aquinas in Philadelphia

Videos: “Fairness” by Long Story 
Shortz; “Fair’n Square” by UNICEF 
Moçambique (YouTube)

For Teachers: “Pray with 
Your Imagination” article by 
David L. Fleming on the Ignatian 
Spirituality website
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Explore
Do Justice
Like the people in today’s story, 

sometimes we treat people in a cer-

tain way just because of how they 

look rather than getting to know 

them. But that’s not fair. We can’t 

“judge a book by its cover.” Invite 

younger children to draw pictures of 

things they enjoy doing and people 

they love on Student Page 2.6. Chil-

dren can then pair up and talk about 

what they drew. Encourage listeners 

to ask questions to fi nd out more 

about their partner. Older children 

can explore what it means to make 

assumptions on the “Get Curious!” 

Student Page 2.7.

Supplies
 Student Pages

 Pencils

 Colored pencils or crayons

Create
Everyone is welcome in this collab-

orative drawing project! Draw three 

or four squiggles with a marker on 

a large piece of paper. Lay the paper 

on a table and have children talk 

together to decide on one thing the 

group could draw collaboratively that 

will incorporate the squiggles. Every-

one will be given only one crayon, 

and they cannot trade crayons. Th e 

group will need to keep working 

together and listening to each other 

to create something beautiful. Once 

the group has unanimously decided 

on their drawing, give each person a 

crayon and they can begin! If some 

children are being left out, remind 

the group that all voices and all col-

ors need to be included.

Supplies
 Large sheet of paper

 Crayons

 Marker

Move
James wanted people to know that 

if they really were followers of Jesus 

then their actions would show it. But 

their actions didn’t always match 

up with their words. Play a game of 

Follow the Leader. However, invite 

children to choose whether they will 

do what the leader says or do the 

opposite. If the leader says “I believe 

in walking forward,” children could 

walk forward or backward. Have 

the children take turns being the 

leader. Debrief the activity together. 

How did it work when some people 

followed, and some people did the 

opposite? It’s easy to say that we will 

follow Jesus—loving everyone, giving 

away our money or things, helping 

people who are sick or hurt. Why is it 

sometimes hard to actually do what 

Jesus teaches?

O T H E R  I D E A S
Link: Watch “Fairness” by Long Story Shortz (YouTube). Come up with other situations when things are unfair. Consider ways to 
make the situation fair, even if it’s not equal. Try making your own video to illustrate the idea.

Go: Take a walk through your building or neighborhood and search for attempts to make things fair (wheelchair accessible 
ramp) or places where some people are clearly left out (coat hooks that are too high for children).

Bless
Gather the group for a time of prayer and blessing. Give thanks for each child in your group. Ask God to help them learn 

new things about the people around them in the week to come.

Bless each other by singing “May God Bless You” from Worship Songs for Children, track 15.
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Welcoming 
Everyone

Week 2
James 1:27–2:8, 14–17

All About Me
In each of the three hearts, draw or write about something you like to do, a person you love, or something special about 

yourself. When you are done, fi nd a partner and share what you have drawn or written with each other. Th en ask questions! 

Th at’s how you will discover more about your friend.
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Illustrations by David Leonard
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Get Curious!
Week 2

James 1:27–2:8, 14–17
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Illustrations by Gabhor Utomo

Have you ever looked at someone you’ve never even 
met and thought things like they must have lots of 
money, or no money, or a really big family, or no 

friends? My dad says these are called assumptions.

Yeah, I’ve heard that. But sometimes 
assumptions are helpful, aren’t they? You can 

assume that because a bus and a car both 
have four wheels, they are both vehicles.

True, but assumptions can get us into a 
lot of trouble when we’re talking about 

people. People are all diff erent, and often 
the assumptions we make are wrong.

You’re right! Sometimes when I am 
angry, people think it’s just because I 
have red hair! I wish they would just 

get curious and ask why I’m upset.

Get Curious!
Come up with fi ve questions you might ask to get to know someone who isn’t your friend . . . yet. But remember, if a ques-

tion isn’t something you would feel comfortable answering, you probably shouldn’t ask them to answer it either.

James tells us to remember the 
royal law—love your neighbor as 
yourself. If you want people to 

understand the real you, then try 
and understand their story too!
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Week 2

Bible Story for Younger Children
Preparation
Have children gather in a circle. Ask for two volunteers. Give one a brightly colored scarf to play the role of the rich person. 

Give the other a ragged cloth to play the role of the poor person. Let them know that you will gesture for them fi rst to walk 

around the circle and later to sit down during the story. Place the nice cushion on the fl oor next to you.

Bible Story
James, a follower of Jesus, said:

“My dear friends, we should care for anyone who is in need. Don’t forget to take care of widows and children without 

parents. Everyone matters to God. If we are followers of Jesus, we can’t play favorites.

If two new people come to your church, will you treat them the same? What if one is dressed in fancy clothes and wears 

gold jewelry? (Cue the rich person to walk around the circle.) What if the other has clothes that are old and dirty? (Cue the 

poor person to walk around the circle.)

What if you said to the well-dressed person, “Please sit here in this comfortable, padded seat. You are my special guest!” 

(Gesture for the rich person to sit on the nice cushion and shake hands.)

And what if you ignored the poor person in dirty clothes or said, “Sit in the back corner.” (Gesture for the poor person to 

sit on the fl oor in the corner.)

If you did that, wouldn’t you be paying special attention to the person who is rich and ignoring the person who is poor? 

But God has no favorites. God loves everyone.

Listen, dear friends. Pay attention. God has given a lot of faith to those who are poor and ignored. To follow God’s ways, 

you must treat everyone the way you would like to be treated. You would do well to obey the royal law, the scripture that 

says, “Love others as you love yourself.”

Treat everyone with love and fairness. Kindness and mercy win every time.
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Week 2 Readers Theater James 1:27–2:8, 14–17

Welcoming Everyone
Characters: Reader 1, Reader 2, Reader 3

 Reader 1: Th e teachings of James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 Reader 2: My dear friends, here are the beliefs and actions that God accepts as pure and 

without fault.

 Reader 1: When widows are in trouble, take care of them. Do the same for children who do not 

have parents.

 Reader 2: We are all followers of Jesus. So don’t play favorites, even if others say you should.

 Reader 3: Imagine two people coming into your church. One has a gold ring and fi ne clothes, while 

the other is poor and dressed in fi lthy rags. When they arrive, you pay special attention 

to the one in fi ne clothes, saying:

 Reader 1: Welcome, welcome. We have a special place just for you. Please, sit here.

 Reader 3: But to the poor person you say,

 Reader 1: Stand over there in the corner or sit here at my feet; I don’t care.

 Reader 3: Wouldn’t you be playing favorites? Wouldn’t you be judging them just by how they look?

 Reader 2: My dear friends, listen! God doesn’t work like that!

 Reader 3: God has chosen the people that the world thinks are poor to be rich in faith. Th ey are fi rst 

in line for the kingdom.

 Reader 1: Th e kingdom is promised to anyone who loves God.

 Reader 2: But you have disrespected the poor who come to your door.

 Reader 3: And don’t the rich make life diffi  cult for you? Aren’t they the ones who drag you into 

court? Aren’t they the ones who say cruel things against Jesus? Remember, you belong 

to him.

 Reader 2: You would do well to remember the royal law found in scripture:

 Reader 1: Love your neighbor as yourself.

 Reader 3: Imagine a person who is naked and never has enough food to eat. What if one of you said:

 Reader 1: Go in peace! Stay warm! Enjoy your supper!

 Reader 3: What good is it if you don’t actually give them what their body needs?

 Reader 2: My dear friends, listen! Faith that ignores the needs of others is not faith at all.
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Week 2

“Favorites Bingo” Cards
Print one of the “Favorites Bingo” Cards for each person for use in Connect to Each Other.

Favorites Bingo

Animal Weather Ice cream Movie Breakfast Food

Shape Pizza Book Hobby TV Show

Dinosaur Sport

FREE
SPACE

Game Vegetable

Fruit Singer Color Restaurant Smell

Dessert Bible Story Fish Candy Outdoor Activity
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