
Week 1 

Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14–30

Story Summary
Jesus returned to Galilee and taught; everyone praised him. In the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus read from the scroll of 

Isaiah. Th e scripture proclaimed good news for the poor and the year of the Lord’s favor. Jesus told them that the scripture 

had come true. Jesus implied that his words wouldn’t be accepted in his hometown, comparing the people to the Israelites 

in Elijah and Elisha’s time. Th e crowd turned against him, but Jesus slipped away.

Faith Link
Jesus cares for “outsiders.”

At-a-Glance To Do Shine Materials Supplies

PrEpare
Ready your heart 
to lead children in 
worship and learning.

• Read the scripture passage and the Bible 
essay on the Prepare page.

• Bible

Connect
Guide children in 
getting to know friends, 
God, and Bible verses.

• Find a talking piece, such as a rock, small 
cross, or smooth piece of wood.

• Display the Matthew 22 Poster (RP).

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Matthew 22 
Poster (RP)

• Bible
• CD or MP3 player
• Talking piece (rock, small 

cross, smooth piece of wood)
• Large battery-operated candle
• Battery-operated tealights, 

one per child

Encounter
Immerse children in 
the Bible story. Discover 
ways it relates to their 
lives.

• Preview Media Connections.
• Choose how you will present the Bible 

story.
• Print the Readers Theater (p. 1.8) for 

each child.
• Write out the Luke 4:18–19 passage on 

a piece of paper. Roll it up and tie it with 
string to make a scroll.

• Practice using the story fi gures for the 
Bible Story for Younger Children (p. 1.9).

• Readers Theater 
(p. 1.8)

• Bible Story for 
Younger Children 
(p. 1.9)

• Prepared paper scroll
• Nine story fi gures
• Brown construction paper

Explore
Go deeper into the 
Bible story with chosen 
activities.

• Choose which Explore options you will 
off er and gather needed supplies.

• See Supplies lists 
on Explore page.

• See Supplies lists on Explore 
page.

Bless
Send children into the 
world with a blessing.

• Copy and send home the Letter to Fami-
lies (p. 1.10).

• Send home Student Pages and any crafts 
or projects.

• Everybody Sing: 
Worship Songs for 
Children

• Letter to Families 
(p. 1.10)

• Student Pages

• CD or MP3 player
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Prepare
Jesus Calls for Justice
Luke 4:14–30
by Carrie Martens

“Th e Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor.” Th ese words from the prophet Isaiah are often read during 

Advent. Some receive them with fond nostalgia, while others experience deep 

longing. Th ey are familiar words about a hoped-for future. And when read from 

Isaiah, they can feel somewhat distant.

Th is text from Luke invites a much more immediate hearing. Here is Jesus, 

fresh from his encounter with the devil in the wilderness. Th e waters of his bap-

tism have dried, but his baptism of the Spirit is ongoing. Word of his teaching 

has begun to spread through the countryside. Now he has arrived in his home-

town of Nazareth to preach his inaugural sermon. When he speaks these pro-

phetic words from Isaiah, there is not only the opportunity to witness his bold 

proclamation that he is the fulfi llment of the promise, but also the crowd’s 

reaction—the fi rst and the second.

After Jesus reads from the scriptures and declares that he is the anointed 

one, Luke says that all were amazed. Th ose who knew Jesus when he was just 

a little boy are delighted. Th ey speak well of him, and they wonder, “Is this not 

Joseph’s son?” Th is is their fi rst reaction.

And then Jesus turns the tables, not the last time he will do so. He sees 

through their admiration. He knows they want him to perform wonders for 

them—his people—as he has done for others. But Jesus knows what they really 

need is diffi  cult truth. Th e truth that release, healing, and freedom are for every-

one, not just for them. Ouch.

Jesus reminds them of the years of drought in which Elijah is sent, not to 

an insider, but to an outsider from Zarephath. And among all the lepers Elisha 

could have healed, God sends him to heal Naaman, the Syrian.

Jesus’ proclamation is both good news and diffi  cult truth. And this leads to 

the crowd’s second reaction—anger. Th ey realize that Jesus is criticizing them 

for their exclusivity and preoccupation with purity, and they are fi lled with rage. 

Th ey drive him out of town so they can attempt to throw him off  a cliff .

In Jesus, Isaiah’s prophecy is not an image of a distant future but an imme-

diate call. Jesus calls the people to bring release, healing, and freedom for all 

people, as God has been doing throughout their history. And there is also the 

reminder that what is good news for one can be diffi  cult truth for another.

Read the words that Jesus speaks from the prophet Isaiah in Luke 4:18–19. 

What might those words look like in your own community? How are Jesus’ 

words good news for you? How are they diffi  cult truth?

God, remind me daily that you are for all people. Help me to receive your gift of 

healing even as I work to bring about your healing for others. Amen.
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Connect
to Each Other
Welcome the children warmly and have everyone gather in a circle or around a 

table. Introduce yourselves as needed. Hold up the chosen talking piece, such 

as a smooth stone or small cross. Explain that the talking piece will be handed 

around the circle. Th e person holding the piece is the speaker and can share 

one piece of good news from the past week, while everyone else listens carefully. 

If children don’t have anything they want to share, they can simply hold the 

piece for a moment and then pass it on. Th e leader should share fi rst to model 

the process.

to God
Begin a time of worship by turning on a large battery-operated candle as a sym-

bol of God’s presence. Sing “God’s Love Is for Everybody” from Worship Songs for 

Children, track 2.

Invite the children to pray for the person on their right by turning on a 

tealight and placing it next to the God candle in the middle. Say:

God, thank you for ______________ (person’s name).

When all the candles have been added, take a few moments to sit quietly and 

look at the candles.

to the Bible
Tell the children that the Bible memory passage is from Matthew 22. Th is pas-

sage starts off  with Jesus replying to someone. Ask the group to guess whom 

Jesus might be talking to. Th en, ask a volunteer to read Matthew 22:34–36 aloud. 

Have the group then read Jesus’ response together from the Matthew 22 Poster 

in the Resource Pack.

Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the fi rst and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ ”

—Matthew 22:37–39 (NIV)

Teaching Tips
Use a talking piece during group con-
versations. A talking piece can be any 
object that is easily held in the palm 
of the hand, such as a rock, a small 
cross, or a smooth piece of wood. 
Whoever holds the talking piece can 
speak without interruption, while 
others get to listen. The talking piece 
is handed around the circle from 
person to person. This is a reminder 
that each person has value, and each 
voice needs to be heard. They might 
also choose to simply pass the piece 
on without speaking.

Motions for all songs on 
Everybody Sing are available 
at www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras.

Connecting to God can be a time 
of joy, laughter, sadness, or silence. 
Taking your time as you turn on the 
candle, being still for a moment at 
the end of a prayer, and singing with 
genuine energy or emotion are all 
cues to help children enter into the 
presence of God. 
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Encounter
The Bible Story
Th ere are two storytelling options: a readers theater and an interactive story for 

younger children. Choose the option that will work best for your group.

Th e Readers Th eater is on page 1.9 of this guide. Invite volunteers to choose 

the part of Narrator, Jesus, Crowd Member 1, and Crowd Member 2. If there are 

more volunteers than parts, the crowd members can be read by small groups. 

Prepare a scroll by writing out the Luke 4:18–19 passage on a piece of paper. Roll 

up the paper and tie it with a string. Th e prepared scroll will need to be placed 

near Jesus.

Th e Bible Story for Younger Children is on page 1.8 of this guide. Th is 

version uses simplifi ed language and includes actions that will appeal to 

younger children.

After the story, ask some or all the following questions to help children refl ect 

on the Bible story and its connection to their lives:

Dig In
• Jesus read from a scroll to fi nd words from Isaiah. Where can we fi nd 

Isaiah’s words?

• Jesus had been teaching in lots of diff erent synagogues. Nazareth was 

the town where Jesus grew up. I wonder how the people in Nazareth felt 

when Jesus came to teach them.

• Jesus tells a story about a widow. A widow is a woman whose husband 

has died. I wonder how the widow felt when Elijah gave her some food.

• Elijah went to Syria to heal Naaman. Imagine traveling to faraway Syria 

to help someone that you didn’t know.

Live It
• Jesus went to the synagogue to worship God as he usually did. Name 

some places you usually go every day or every week.

• Jesus told stories about people God cared for who were from other coun-

tries. To the people of Israel, these people did not belong. How do you 

feel when you don’t belong or are left out?

• Jesus told the people in the synagogue something they didn’t want 

to hear. How do you act when you are told something you don’t 

want to hear?

• Elijah helped a woman who was starving and Elisha helped a man who 

was sick. Th ink about a hard time you went through. What did you 

need? Who helped you?

Teaching Tips
To understand why the stories Jesus 
told about Elijah and Elisha were so 
upsetting to the crowd, children will 
need to know some context. Elijah 
and Elisha were helping people who 
were living in other countries and pre-
sumably were not Jews. These were 
“outsiders” in the minds of the Jewish 
people listening to Jesus, and perhaps 
seen as “lesser than.”

If you have access to props and 
costumes, make them available for 
children to use. Invite their creativity 
to bring the story to life.

If using a video media connection, 
remember to view and cue the video 
ahead of time. This ensures the con-
tent is available and appropriate, and 
it helps to avoid ads.

Media Connections
Books: The Day You Begin by 
Jacqueline Woodson; The Sandwich 
Swap by Queen Rania Al Abdullah 
and Kelly DiPucchio

Video: “Diversity and Inclusion: 
Lessons in Friendship and Love/
Maryam Elassar/TEDxAmana-     
Academy” by TEDx Talks (YouTube), 
stop at 1:55

Song: “Song of Diversity” posted by 
J. Rempel (YouTube)
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Explore
Do Justice
Th e widow that Elijah helped and the 

man that Elisha healed would have 

been seen as outsiders by the people 

of Israel. Both were from other coun-

tries and neither were Jews. Th eir 

stories are examples of God caring 

for people who might otherwise be 

left out or avoided. Help children to 

explore how God’s love is for those 

who are hurting or left out. Younger 

children can trace the tangled lines 

between the children and Jesus so 

everyone can get the good news of his 

love on the Student Page 1.6. Older 

children can learn about “outsider 

art” and create their own piece of art 

on Student Page 1.7.

Supplies
 Student Pages

 Pencils

Move
Make a circle of chairs with one less 

than the number of players. One child 

stands in the middle as “the good 

news proclaimer.” Th e child says “We 

care for people . . .” and names diff er-

ent categories, such as “wearing blue 

shirts,” “with brown eyes,” and “with 

pets,” until the seats are fi lled. Th e 

proclaimer should also try to get a 

seat. Th e one without a seat becomes 

the proclaimer. When the proclaimer 

says “We care for all people!” the 

whole group changes seats.

For smaller groups: Th e proclaimer 

says, “We care for people who are . . .” 

and names activities, such as smiling, 

hopping, spinning, or whispering. 

Th e last person to start doing that 

activity becomes the new proclaimer.

Supplies
 Chairs

Go
Take an I Spy walk in the building.

Have everyone take turns spotting 

things that could help an outsider to 

become an insider. Explain that an 

outsider might be someone who just 

moved to the community, is new to 

the church, or is a visitor who might 

not know their way around the build-

ing. Some ideas might be bathroom 

signs, meals or community activities, 

greeters, and so on. What else would 

be helpful to people who have never 

been to the church before?

O T H E R  I D E A S
Link: Watch the YouTube video “Diversity and Inclusion: Lessons in Friendship and Love/Maryam Elassar/TEDxAmanaAcademy” 
by TEDx Talks (0:32–1:55). Have everyone get into pairs and tell each other three things about themselves. Allow a few minutes 
to think before the pairs start sharing.

Create: Make good news cards for people in the church who are sick or can’t come to church for other reasons. Cards might 
include messages, such as “Jesus loves you,” “You belong!” and “God’s good news is for you!” Make sure the cards are delivered to 
those who need them.

Bless
Gather the group for a closing prayer and blessing. Pray:

Th ank you, God, for sending Jesus with such good news. Help us to remember that the good news of Jesus’ love 

is for us and for everyone we meet. Amen.

Send each other into the week by singing “Love the Lord Your God” from Worship Songs for Children, track 5.

Send home a copy of the Letter to Families from page 1.10 in this guide with each child.
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Come and Hear the Good News!
Jesus came to bring good news to all people. He wanted the sick to be made well, the poor to have what they need, and the 

hurting to have a friend. Jesus would defi nitely be everyone’s friend on the playground! Trace the line from each child to 

Jesus so everyone can hear the good news!
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 Illustrations by Chad Thompson
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Justice

What are 
three things 
you can do 

to be a 
good 

friend?
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Outsider Art
“Outsider art” is art made by people who don’t have any training in art. Th ey might never have been encouraged to create art 

either. People started talking about this idea when doctors in Europe noticed patients with mental illness creating detailed, 

powerful artwork with whatever scraps of material were around. "Outsider" artists from around the world have created 

incredible paintings, murals, sculpture gardens, quilts, photographs, and more!

Joe Minter is a retired metalworker who believes he was inspired 

by God to create art that will bring peace into the world. He fi lled 

his yard in Alabama (and a nearby empty lot) with hundreds of 

sculptures, paintings, and signs made from “junk.” Joe’s artwork 

shows diff erent parts of African American history and includes 

many Bible verses and prayers.
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Many “outsider artists” had diffi  cult lives. 

They often struggled with poverty, disabilities, 

and mental illness. But Jesus’ good news is for 

“outsiders,” and some of them even express that 

good news through their art.
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Create your own art using small bits of paper or tissue. Be creative and use what you have available.
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Week 1

Bible Story for Younger Children
Preparation
Set out a piece of brown construction paper to be the synagogue. Set four or more story fi gures on the paper. Set another 

story fi gure (widow) off  to your right side and one story fi gure (Naaman) off  to your left side a good distance away. Have 

three additional story fi gures (Jesus, Elijah, Elisha) ready. When the story mentions particular people, place your hand 

above that story fi gure to help children follow the story. Move the story fi gures as indicated in the story.

Bible Story
Jesus went from town to town and taught in the synagogues. People were amazed by what he said and did. (Hold up the 

Jesus story fi gure.)

Jesus traveled home to Nazareth. On the Sabbath, Jesus went to the synagogue as usual. (Place Jesus in the synagogue.) 

As he looked around, he saw his friends and neighbors. (Point to two story fi gures on the brown paper.) He saw his family. 

(Point to two story fi gures on the brown paper.) Th ey had all come to worship God together.

Th e leader in the synagogue asked Jesus to read the scriptures. Th e synagogue helper handed a scroll to Jesus. Jesus 

unrolled the scroll to fi nd the place where the prophet Isaiah wrote (unroll the prepared scroll and read from it):

Th e Spirit of God has blessed me. God has sent me to bring a special message. Th is good news message is 

for all people who are poor, hurting, or in trouble. Listen closely, for God says, “You will be free! You will be 

healed! My love is for all of you!”

Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the helper, and sat down. Everyone in the synagogue watched him closely.

Th en Jesus said, “Today this scripture has come true. I am the one God has sent.”

Everyone was amazed to hear how well Jesus spoke. Th ey praised God. Th ey asked each other, “Isn’t this the son of our 

friends, Mary and Joseph?”

Jesus said to them, “I have done amazing things in other towns. You probably think I should do amazing things for you, 

since you are my friends and family. But, do you remember when it didn’t rain in Israel for over three years? It was in the 

time of Elijah the prophet. (Place the Elijah story fi gure next to the brown paper.) Th ere was hardly any food in Israel. Many 

widows went hungry. But God sent Elijah to help a widow in a faraway city, not in Israel. (Move Elijah next to the widow 

story fi gure.)

Th en Jesus said, “Do you remember when many people in Israel had skin diseases? It was in the time of Elisha the 

prophet. (Place the Elisha story fi gure next to the brown paper.) But Elisha healed only Naaman, a man from the enemy 

country of Syria. (Move Elisha next to the Naaman story fi gure.)

Th en Jesus said, “Do you think God’s good news will be just for you (place hand above synagogue), or will the good news 

be for all people?” (Gesture to all the space around the synagogue.) Th e people became angry and tried to force Jesus to leave 

town. But Jesus slipped through the crowd and continued on his way. (Move Jesus out of the synagogue.)
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Week 1 Readers Theater Luke 4:14–30

Jesus Calls for Justice
Characters: Narrator, Jesus, Crowd Member 1, Crowd Member 2

 Narrator: After being tempted by the devil in the wilderness, Jesus went back to Galilee, strength-

ened by the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught in the synagogues and news about him spread every-

where. People were very impressed. He went home to Nazareth. On the Sabbath he went 

to the synagogue as usual. Th e attendant picked up the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and 

gave it to Jesus. Jesus stood up, unrolled the scroll, and began to read.

 Jesus: Th e Spirit of the Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me. God has sent me to 

preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

 Narrator: Th en Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the synagogue attendant, and sat down. 

Everyone stared at him as he said:

 Jesus: Today, this scripture from the prophet Isaiah has come true in your hearing.

 Narrator: Th e people began raving about Jesus.

 Crowd Member 1: Th is is Joseph’s son, right? He speaks so well!

 Crowd Member 2: I’ve known Jesus since he was a young boy. Wow! Listen to him now!

 Narrator: Th en Jesus stood, and everyone fell silent. He said to them:

 Jesus: I suppose now you are going to quote me the proverb, “Doctor, heal yourself. Do here in 

your hometown what you have done elsewhere.” Well, let me tell you, no prophet is ever 

welcome in the prophet’s hometown.

  Do you remember when it didn’t rain in Israel for three and a half years? It was in the time 

of Elijah the prophet. Th ere was hardly any food in Israel and many widows went hungry. 

God did not send Elijah to help the widows in Israel. No, God sent Elijah to help a widow 

in the city of Zarephath of Sidon. And do you remember when many people in Israel 

had skin diseases? It was in the time of Elisha the prophet. But the only person who was 

healed was Naaman, a foreigner from Syria.

 Narrator: When those gathered in the synagogue heard this, they became angry.

 Crowd Member 1: How dare he say this to us!

 Crowd Member 2: Is he saying that God loves foreigners more than us?

 Narrator: Th e crowd rose from their seats and ran Jesus out of town and up the crest of the hill. 

Some in the crowd said:

 Crowd Members 1 and 2: Let’s throw him off  the cliff !

 Narrator: But Jesus slipped through the crowds and went on his way.
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Letter to Families
Dear Families,

Welcome to Current: Seeking Justice Together! For the next 13 weeks, your child will explore stories of justice from the Old 

and New Testament scriptures. Th rough story, song, prayer, and activities, they will discover and practice ways to name 

injustice, speak up and care for the vulnerable, and make things right when injustice or harm occurs.

Family activity suggestions are included here to help you continue sharing the story at home. Explore and practice loving 

God and living justly together.

Pray Together!
Children will engage in two spiritual practices over the quarter. First, they will practice praying with their imaginations. 

In connection with the story and theme, children will be invited to imagine the world that God desires—a peaceful world 

where everyone’s needs are met, where everyone is safe, loved, and treated justly. All that they see, hear, and feel in their 

imaginations will be their prayer to God.

Second, children will pray the Lord’s Prayer, adding a new phrase each week. Th ey will also create actions for each phrase 

to help them remember the prayer with heart, mind, and body. Invite your child to teach you how to pray in these ways.

Play Together!
Children are excellent at spotting when things are unfair or unjust, but they can be equally good at spotting acts of kind-

ness. Play I Spy together spotting acts of kindness, love, and justice as you go for a walk, play at the park, or even when 

watching a video. Noticing acts of kindness often leads us to act more kindly as well!

Eat Together!
One of the most powerful images of justice in the Bible is the banquet table where all are invited and welcomed warmly. 

Jesus often gathered for meals with friends and family, but he also welcomed those who were despised or pushed to the 

side. Consider how your family table can become a place of invitation and welcome. Who is already sitting there? Who 

could be?

Here are several ways to have fun making meals together with guests:

• Host a potluck where everyone brings a favorite dish to share.

• Make your own pizzas or ice cream sundaes with everyone contributing toppings.

• Community soup! Invite everyone to bring one tin of vegetables to your meal. Have the broth ready to go. Th en 

simply add each can as people arrive.

• Fruit kabobs! Together, place diff erent kinds of fruit on wooden skewers. Delight in the variety and beauty of 

the fruit.

May God bless you and your family as you grow in faith together!
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