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SESSIoN 2

THE GREAT FEAST  
 KEY VERSES

“At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for every-
thing is ready now.’ But they all alike began to make excuses.” (Luke 14:17-18a)

 FAITH SToRY
Luke 14:15-24 (The parable of the great feast)

 FAITH FoCuS
In the parable of the great feast, Jesus confronted the human tendency to ignore a gracious invita-
tion from God. We find other needs and desires to be more pressing. We make excuses and go our 
way. Yet the moment of decision for the Way of love keeps confronting us: Will we throw our lot in 
with Jesus, or will we be drawn off by the temptations of the world? The call to this dinner speaks pri-
marily to our freedom to either hold on to, or let go of, what we have planned for our own salvation.

 SESSIoN GoAL
Challenge youth to arrange their daily tasks with a new awareness of the importance of God’s radical 
reign.

 TEACHING PLAN

1. FoCuS  10-15 minutes minutes 
In advance, come up with a list of injuries that might come into an emergency room (make some 
of them humorous or ridiculous). For example: broken leg, thumb cut off, stung by 200 killer bees, 
overdosed on Mango Cocktail Snapple, unconscious from carbon  monoxide poisoning, hangnail on 
big toe, etc. Then ask a nurse or doctor in your church to arrange your list in a triage order, based on 
who should receive treatment first, second, third, etc. Finally, jot the injuries on index cards, one per 
card, and bring the cards to your meeting. Also, in the center of the room, make available any medical 
equipment you can gather, for instance: bandages, slings, crutches, thermometers, aspirin bottles 
(but just bandages and gauze would be sufficient).

Open the session by explaining the concept of triage: “allocating treatment according to a system 
of priorities designed to maximize the number of survivors” (Webster). Then say: Imagine! You’re all 
injured in a strange coincidence of accidents and disasters. You all arrive at the emergency room at once! 
Your task is to arrange yourself in a line, by priority of injury: who should receive treatment first, second, 
third, etc. Then give them instructions in this order:

 materials 
needed and 
advance 
preparation

• Pencils

• Index cards

• Chalkboard/chalk or 
newsprint/markers

• Bibles

• Copies of handout sheet 
for Session 2

• List of injuries that might 
come into an emergency 
room (see Focus, Option 
A for suggestions). Ask a 
nurse or doctor in your 
congregation to arrange 
your list in a triage order 
(who would receive 
treatment first, second, 
third, etc.), then jot the 
injuries on index cards, 
one per card.

• Medical equipment 
(optional)

• Homemade transfer ink, 
watercolor brush, card 
stock or plain notecards, 
pictures for “printing” (see 
Respond, Option B)
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1. Here’s an injury card for each person (hand out cards). Keep it secret for now.

2.  You’ll have 5 minutes to find a partner and guess each other’s injuries. You can answer questions 
only with YES or NO.

3. Once you’ve guessed the injury, use the medical supplies to “dress” your partner’s wound.

4.  Finally, work with the whole group to form a triage line. See whether you can come up with the 
same triage order a nurse or doctor suggested.

Say “GO!” and let pandemonium reign for a few minutes as youth guess one another’s injuries, ban- 
dage one another, and finally arrange themselves in an order they think would correspond with a  
doctor’s decisions. Then “judge” the decisions by showing everyone the professional triage decisions. 

2. CoNNECT 7-8 minutes
Follow up the triage activity with some discussion about prioritizing. Ask: 

• How did you decide whose injuries first needed treatment?

• How do you “triage” your daily life’s activities and responsibilities? What gets first priority? second? 
third?

• What decisions do you make every day that help you “survive” the tug and pull of everything you 
could be doing?

• What major decisions have you had to make in your life so far? Did any have serious consequences 
(perhaps even life-and-death results)? What were the options you faced? WHY did you choose a 
particular course of action in that situation?

• Think (in silence): Where does God (or the church) fit into all of this decision making?

Shift to the next activity by saying: It’s a real challenge to recognize and choose what’s most important 
in our lives. We have so many options, how do we make sure we don’t miss something that may have 
eternal significance? Jesus told a parable about that dilemma.

3. EXPLoRE THE BIBLE 5-8 minutes
Ask: Have you ever been invited to an event, turned it down because you had other things to do, and 
then found out later that it was great? What happened?

Assign parts for the three excuse-makers, and read Luke 14:15-24 together. Then ask for reactions 
to the parable, as if youth were sitting around the table when Jesus actually spoke the words. After 
some discussion, briefly supplement their ideas with additional information, drawing on material 
from Insights from Scripture. Follow up by asking:

• Would you agree or disagree with someone who says: “Religion is always less exciting than real life”? 
What would those in the parable have said?

• If you were someone in the parable, who would you be? (An excuse-maker? the person in verse 15? 
the host? Or, make up your own part and explain it....)

4. APPLY 10-12 minutes
Distribute pencils and the handout sheet, “Time to Eat...Come on In!” Ask: Suppose a friend were to 
walk up to you and say: “Look, you can’t see God, and the Reign of love is a joke! Focus on reality, not pie-
in-the-sky! Get on with your life and let the religious people take care of church things. Don’t sweat it!”

Field some responses, and then go over the instructions on the handout sheet. Allow a few min-
utes for people to fill in their sheets (or just jot some notes) before sharing some of their responses. 
(Have some fun with the “kid-age memory” section by asking teens to be specific about the kinds of 
play they found exciting when they were little.) Follow up with one or more of these questions:
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• Do you ever offer excuses to God? If so, how are your excuses like, or unlike, the excuses in the par-
able of the great feast?

• Why do you think God gives us the freedom to decline a gracious invitation? Who has the responsi-
bility for the consequences when that happens?

• What could our church do to help proclaim God’s banquet invitation in a more real and relevant 
way to people today? On the other hand, what might be a way for a young person to “solve” his or 
her excuse problem?

5. RESPoND 8-10 minutes

 option A: First do a quote-reaction exercise to launch the closing activity. Write this quotation on 
the chalkboard or newsprint:

“The urgent is never important; the important is never urgent.”

Ask: Do you agree or disagree with this statement? If the people in the parable had really believed this, how 
might it have changed their responses?

Wrap up the session by inviting everyone to do a quick “triage” of their daily activities. Hand out five 
index cards to each person and ask them to put one of their responsibilities, decisions, opportunities, 
or relationships on each card. They are to arrange the cards in order of priority. Have them think about 
how much importance these items have for them; how much thought, influence, time, energy, these 
things require.

If the group seems willing, ask them to join their original partners from the opening activity and to 
share with one another about their daily activity triages. Invite them to offer a prayer for each other 
about any of the items to which they would like to give greater or less priority in their lives.

 option B: (for youth group or retreat setting): 

As a way of proclaiming God’s banquet invitation, make your own “act NOW,”  “seize the day,” or “carpe 
diem” messages on notecards or event T-shirts and kerchiefs. Choose designs or pictures that catch the 
spirit of the parable of the great feast—from funny papers or newspaper ads (any printed matter works, 
though slick paper doesn’t work as well). Choose designs that look as good “backward” as they do “for-
ward,” since you’ll print a mirror image. Then transfer the designs to the cards or cloth using homemade 
transfer ink:

Dissolve 2 tablespoons scrapings from a bar of soap in ¼ cup (½ deciliter) hot water. Add 1 
tablespoon turpentine. When cool, pour into a screw-top bottle. To use the ink, brush it over the 
picture to be transferred with a watercolor brush. Place a piece of paper (heavier paper or card 
stock works well) or fabric over the picture and rub the back of it with a spoon. Transfer ink can be 
stored indefinitely without refrigeration.

 

 INSIGHTS FRom SCRIPTuRE
The parable of the great feast, like the one about the vineyard laborers, is directed primarily to 
Jesus’ critics and opponents in order to show that the good news of God’s radical reign overcomes 
their legalistic approach to life. This good news is spurned by the very ones so graciously invited to 
hear and accept it. Why? Because “more important” matters concerned those potential banqueters. 
The parable, then, is a story of the excuses we humans make when our attention becomes riveted 
to earthly concerns, dulling our sensitivity to the immediacy, reality, and goodness of God’s reign.

  
LOOK 
AHEAD
For activities in the next 
session, you’ll need at 
least 100 pennies and a 
paper bill (see details in 
Session 3). As an option, 
show a brief scene from 
the movie Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off. Cue up to the 
right spot, ready to show. 
(Preview the scene to be 
sure it is appropriate for 
your group. Some of the 
words may be considered 
offensive.)
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 WoRLD oF EXCuSES
This banquet invitation went to well-meaning, well-mannered, and wealthy people. They were 
invited first because they had the most to be thankful for—they were the ones who ought to have 
been celebrating. But there were no RSVPs. The host expected their attendance. So when the dinner 
was ready, all made excuses! All said no! The first two based their excuses on simple materialism. 
Our possessions can certainly get in the way of our commitment to God’s reign of God. It was true 
in Jesus’ day, and it is perhaps even more of a problem today, seeing how much more “material” 
there is to divert our attention.

The third person raised a potentially valid excuse in the ancient Hebrew society. The scriptures said: 
“When a man is newly married, he shall not go out with the army or be charged with any related 
duty. He shall be free at home one year, to be happy with the wife whom he has married” (Deut. 
24:5). Yet, could this invitation really be considered a duty? Just as a gracious host may be turned 
down, so God’s gracious offer of salvation may be snubbed.

 WoRD FRom GoD
How shall we interpret this parable? On one level it is simply a story about the danger of presump-
tion. The invited guests needed reminding that the blessedness of partaking in God’s reign comes 
only to those who are willing wholeheartedly to accept the invitation when it comes. This may not 
be convenient, especially if we are caught up in gratifying our own self-interest rather than follow-
ing God’s loving way.

On a broader level, scholars have placed the parable in the context of other stories Jesus told, 
stories that warned the Jews that God’s saving invitation only starts with them, and extends to all 
people. As Bible commentator D. A. Carson puts it:

“Although Jesus does not interpret the parable, it is reasonable to link it with 13:28-30 and find 
in it an allusion of the extension of the gospel to the Gentiles. Those who had the benefit of 
the original invitation are perhaps best described by Paul in Romans 9:4-5—Jews with all their 
heritage and spiritual advantages.”

It would have been shocking to first-century listeners that such a well-heeled host as God would 
think to call the poor and the blind and the lame (and the Gentiles!) to the banquet. It would have 
been better just to throw the food out! It was thought that because such people lacked bodily 
wholeness they also lacked proper holiness. As social unequals, they could never return the invita-
tion (Lk. 14:13-14). They could never repay the host. But they still were called to the banquet!

No matter how we apply the story in its specific elements, we may agree that the sad observation 
of the parable, in verse 24, is shocking: “None of those who were invited will taste of my dinner.” Yet 
the key point must not be lost: Those who are excluded from the banquet have only themselves to 
blame. And the same “servant”—Jesus—is right in our midst, too, summoning us all to a daily feast 
of relationship.

 WISDom FoR ToDAY
Youth need to grapple with the issues of freedom and responsibility raised in this parable. We are 
free to choose whether or not to attend the “banquet” of God. Just as they are approaching the age 
of independence and freedom to do as they choose, they are also encountering more responsibil-
ity—baptism, jobs, education, and relationships. The call to God’s banquet always seems to come 
when we are busy preparing our own banquets. For the call speaks primarily to our freedom to 
either hold on to, or let go of, what we have planned for our own salvation.

  
“God brings 
into our lives 
the loss of what 
we have been 
holding on to, 
what identifies 
us, what is 
‘saving’ our 
ego. We are 
forced to let it 
go and given 
the opportunity 
to just BE in 
[God’s] love.”

Gerald May,  
The Awakened Heart



Time to Eat... 

    Come on In!

Kid-Age Memory

You’re just a little kid, playing outside. You hear the call to 

come in and eat . . . 

What are you doing?

What excuse do you give for being slow to  

respond—or not responding at all?

 What typical “play activity” lures your attention away from the source of the call?  

(Draw a picture of the thing, person, or activity, and be ready to explain to others what it is.)
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Current RealityYou’re a busy teenager, faced with many opportunities and 

responsibilities. You also have lots of almost-adult freedom. You 

sense God calling you to pay more attention to spiritual matters . . .

What does the call to the “reign of God” sound like for you?  

(Describe any type of invitation that God may be extending to you 

these days. Try to be specific.)
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