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 THE RADICAL     
REIGN 

Bible-based Explorations of Issues Facing Youth

Parables of Jesus

 INTRoDuCTIoN
Parables are “I” openers. First they get our attention with their controversial, “against the grain” style 
and message. Then they open up our spiritual “eyes” and reveal, with startling clarity, the nature of 
God and the reign of Heaven. Perhaps the most amazing thing about the parables is that they have 
the power to either strengthen faith and move us closer to reign-of-God ideals, OR they can harden 
us in our unbelief. In either case, Jesus’ parables always call for personal decision, related to every 
area of our life with God.

Jesus turned people’s worlds upside down when he told them—through parables—what God is 
really like. He revealed God’s reign as radically different from the world we live in. What’s so different 
about it?

First, God’s love is unconditional. Even though grace may be a good idea, some people may wish 
God would give it out sparingly, and to those who earn it. Yet the parable of the vineyard workers 
and the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin teach that no one has more access to God than 
another, and people can do nothing to earn that love.

Second, the call to live in the radical reign is being sounded NOW. In the parable of the great feast, 
Jesus confronted the human tendency to ignore a gracious invitation from God. We find other needs 
and desires to be more pressing. Yet the moment of decision for the reign of God keeps confronting us.

Third, we can’t go it alone. Against the backdrop of the North American worship of rugged individu-
alism, we find instead that our true source of life comes from being connected—to the Vine and to 
the other branches.

Fourth, the gospel is essentially the subversion of the usual order. Jesus’ parables not only talked 
about the radical reign of God, they called for action, a radical way of living. Through the parables of 
the Pharisee and the tax collector, and the good Samaritan, Jesus called us to upend our traditional 
perspective, because ‘‘the last will be first and the first last.”

The people who heard Jesus speak so long ago were hardly different from us in their need for a 
vibrant spiritual life. Some drank up his words with thirsty souls, and longed for more. Others were 
turned off by his radical statements about God’s way of loving and judging. How will it be with you 
and your group? Let those who have eyes truly see!

®
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THE TEACHING PLAN: The parts of the session guide

 FRom LIFE To BIBLE To LIFE
The teaching plan we use is called life-centered. However, when we write each session, we always begin with 
Scripture. We ask, what does this particular passage say, especially to youth? Each teaching session moves 
from life to Bible to life. So the Bible is really at the center of this way of teaching.

In every session we try to hit upon a tough question that youth might ask. Find out what questions on this 
issue are important for your group. Feel free to bring your own input and invite your group members to add 
their own experiences.

 TEACHING THE SESSIoN
The five step-by-step movements will carry you from life to the Bible and back to life. Each session takes 
about 45 to 50 minutes. If there is a handout sheet for the session, take note of any complementary activi-
ties and stories.

 LooK AHEAD
Here are reminders for what you need to do for the next session or two.

 INSIGHTS FRom SCRIPTuRE
Here is a resource for Explore the Bible. Don’t try to use all the material given. Take what you need to 
lead the session and answer questions your group may have. Let the Insights section inspire you to 
think and study more about the Bible passage for the session.

 HANDouT SHEETS
Occasionally, there will be a handout sheet to complement your session. If you choose to use this, you will 
need to make enough copies for the group. These sheets may include questions, stories, agree/disagree 
exercises, charts, pictures, and other materials to stimulate your group to think and discuss.

Generally, no youth preparation is required unless the session plan calls for you to contact selected group 
members for specific tasks.

  Faith story. The session is rooted in this Bible 
passage.

  Faith focus. This is the story of the passage in 
a nutshell.

  Session goal. The entire session is built around 
this goal. What changes—in knowledge, attitude, 
and/or action—do you desire in your group?

  materials needed and  
advance preparation. This is 
what you will need if the session is to 
go smoothly. You’ll feel more at ease if 
you’ve taken care of these details before 
you meet your group.

1.  Focus. This activity is intended to create a 
friendly climate within the group and to draw 
attention to the issue.

2.  Connect. Talking, drawing, role playing, 
and other activities invite youth to express 
their own life experience about the issue. Also 
use memory, reason, or imagination to get the 
group thinking about why they view the issue 
the way they do.

3.  Explore the Bible. With a minimum of 
lecturing, dig into the faith story and search for 
answers to questions raised in the first activi-

ties. The Insights from Scripture section will 
help clarify the faith story. Help youth discover 
how the faith community understands the 
Bible passage.

4.  Apply the faith story. This is the “aha!” mo-
ment when youth realize the faith story has 
wisdom for their lives.

5.  Respond. What will the group do about the 
issue in light of what they have learned from 
their own experiences set alongside the faith 
story? At this point, the faith story becomes 
lived rather than a mere intellectual exercise.

 

  
EXTENDER 
SESSIoN
Most units include one 
extender session, with 
suggestions for special 
activities related to the 
issue of the unit. Extender 
sessions help accommodate 
the diversity of 
congregational schedules. 
Since each unit is undated, 
youth may study units 
in their entirely and still 
participate in special events 
of the congregation that get 
scheduled simultaneously 
with Bible study time. 
Extender sessions can be 
used anytime, but the one 
for this unit best follows 
Session 4. Calculate now 
whether or not you will be 
using the extender session.
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