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Article One: Name of the Church 

This church will be known as Calvary Church of Fruitport, Michigan. 

Article Two: Purpose of the Church 

Calvary Church exists to connect people to God and each other. 

Article Three: Values of the Church 

We value being a community that is: 
• Christ-Centered 
• Truth-Oriented 
• Life-Changing 
• Externally-Focused 
• Relationally-Driven 
• Grace-Filled 

Article Four: Essential Beliefs 

• The Bible is God's trustworthy message for ALL people. 
• Jesus is the ONLY way of salvation. 
• Everyone in the world needs to hear God's story. 

Article Five: Expanded Doctrinal Statement 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

SECTION 1 - THE BIBLE 

We believe the Holy Bible, the entire sixty-six Books of the Old and New Testaments, to be the verbally inspired 
Word of God,  without error  in the original writings, and preserved  by God's care as the complete  revelation of i ii iii iv

God's will for our faith and practice .  The Bible is to be understood literally according to the normal rules of v

interpretation. 

SECTION 2 – GOD 

We believe in the one true God , infinitely perfect  in every way, Creator  and Sustainer  of all things, eternally 1 2 3 4

existing  in three equal Persons :  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  He is perfect in holiness  5 6 7

and justice , truth  and grace1 , wisdom1  and power1 , mercy1  and love1 . 8 9 0 1 2 3 4
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A. THE FATHER:  We believe that the Father is the First Person  of the Trinity.  The Son and the Spirit are equal  1 2

with the Father, but voluntarily submit  to His will.  The Father is an invisible spirit  who is present 3 4

everywhere  at all times. 5

B. THE SON:  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, is both fully God  and fully 1

man , having been conceived by the Holy Spirit  and born of the Virgin Mary .  He grew and developed as a 2 3 4

man , without sin .  He died by crucifixion to pay the penalty for mankind's sin , was buried , rose bodily from 5 6 7 8

the grave on the third day , and ascended to Heaven1  where, at the Father's right hand,1  He prays1  for and 9 0 1 2

defends1  His children.  He will return1  and ultimately establish His kingdom on the earth.1  3 4 5

C. THE HOLY SPIRIT:  We believe that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person  of the Trinity who convicts the world 1

of sin , and who regenerates , baptizes , indwells , seals , and gives spiritual gifts  for service to believers at 2 3 4 5 6 7

the moment of their salvation. Some miraculous gifts of the Spirit served as temporary confirming signs  8

during the formative years of the church,  and gradually passed out of use1  as the New Testament revelation 9 0

was completed.1  He further sanctifies1 , comforts1 , leads1 , empowers1 , teaches1 , and produces Christ-like 1 2 3 4 5 6

character1  in believers who surrender to His control.1  7 8

SECTION 3 - ANGELS 

We believe that angels are spirit beings , made by God  before the creation of the world .  They are personal , 1 2 3 4

powerful , and highly organized .  The good angels perform God's will  including providing special care for 5 6 7

believers .  Satan was created holy    but fell through pride and evil ambition1 .  Those angels who followed 8 9 0

Satan's rebellion1  became his agents for evil1  in the world in opposition to God, His work, and His people1 .  1 2 3

Believers are warned against the great subtlety1  and danger of Satan's continual efforts to destroy them1 . Satan 4 5

and his demons, though very powerful1 , are under the authority of God1 , may be resisted and overcome by 6 7

Christians1 , and will ultimately be judged and condemned eternally by God1 . 8 9

SECTION 4 - MANKIND 

We believe that man, the culmination of the six day creation of all things , was made directly by God  in His own 1 2

image .  As a result of the sin of Adam , all men are sinners by nature  and by choice , and are therefore separated  3 4 5 6 7

from the favor and fellowship of God, spiritually lost and justly condemned to eternal punishment in hell . 8

SECTION 5 - SALVATION 

We believe that God the Son shed His blood to pay for man's sin  and was raised from the dead to provide perfect 1

righteousness  for those who believe .  Salvation is a free gift  of God's love , mercy , and grace , which cannot be 2 3 4 5 6 7

earned by any virtue or work of man , but may only be received by personal faith  in Jesus Christ.  All those who 8 9

repent1  of their sin and believe in and receive1  Christ as Savior are completely forgiven1 , born into the family of 0 1 2

God1 , and receive eternal life1 .  All those who are genuinely saved are kept eternally secure1  by God, and should 3 4 5

demonstrate their salvation by living in obedience to God1 . 6

SECTION 6 - THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 

We believe that God has made every believer a priest  with direct access by prayer into His presence  through 1 2

Jesus Christ alone .  With the help of the Holy Spirit, every believer has the privilege and responsibility to 3

personally study , understand , and obey  the Scriptures. 4 5 6

SECTION 7 - THE CHURCH 
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A. THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH:  We believe that the Universal Church is made up of all true believers in Jesus 1

Christ from the beginning of the church on the day of Pentecost  until the completion of the church at the 2

Rapture . 3

B. THE LOCAL CHURCH:  We believe that local churches are to be made up of baptized believers , with 1

Biblical offices  (pastors  and deacons ).  The purpose of the local church is:  (1) to meet together  for 2 3 4 5

worship , fellowship , teaching , and edification ; (2) to spread the Gospel throughout the world1  through local 6 7 8 9 0

evangelism and global missionary outreach; and (3) to practice the Biblical ordinances1  (baptism1  and the 1 2

Lord's Supper1 ).  Under the authority of Christ, who is the Head of the Church1 , the local church is to be 3 4

governed by the congregation1 , independent of any external religious authority1 .  Pastors are given to the 5 6

church by Christ to provide leadership1 , pray1 , teach the Word of God1 , and train believers for service2 .  The 7 8 9 0

church and civil government2  are both established by God with distinct and separate spheres of responsibility. 1

SECTION 8 -- THE ORDINANCES 

We believe that Christ gave the church two ordinances as memorials of important Biblical truths: 

A. BAPTISM is by the immersion  in water of confessing believers .  It pictures the death, burial, and resurrection 1 2

of Christ, and consequently, the Christian's death to sin and new life of righteousness . 3

B. The LORD'S SUPPER pictures the death of Christ through the elements portraying His broken body and shed 
blood .  Following self-examination  and confession of sin, believers partake of Communion in remembrance 1 2

of His death until He returns . 3

SECTION 9 -- THE FUTURE 

We believe that the Bible, literally interpreted, predicts the following sequence of future end-time events: 

A. THE RAPTURE:  at any moment , Christ will come in the clouds for His Church -- resurrecting church-age 1

dead believers  and translating living believers  to meet Him in the air and return to Heaven with Him . 2 3 4

B. THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST: the works , words , thoughts, and motives  of believers will be 1 2 3

examined  in Heaven resulting in gain or loss of reward based on their service for Christ . 4 5

C. THE TRIBULATION : during these seven years  after the Rapture, God's judgments will be poured out on 1 2

earth  to punish men's sins and to bring the nation of Israel back to God .  The Antichrist will rise to world 3 4

power  until his armies are defeated by Christ at the Battle of Armageddon . 5 6

D. THE REVELATION: Christ will return to earth  with the armies of Heaven  to defeat His enemies , resurrect 1 2 3

the pre-church and Tribulation believers , and establish His kingdom of peace on earth for a thousand years 4

(the MILLENNIUM) . 5

E. THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT: the works of all the unsaved of all time will be examined to 1

determine the degree of their eternal punishment in Hell (the Lake of Fire). 

F. THE ETERNAL STATE: God's people will live in the new Heaven and new earth in which they will worship 1

and serve Him forever in perfect fellowship, joy, and fulfillment. 
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Article Six: Associations of the Church 

Calvary Church is not affiliated with any denominations. Recognizing God's kingdom is much larger than Calvary 
Church, we will seek to promote unity in the body of Christ by various kinds of relationships and partnerships with 
other evangelical churches and organizations. 

Article Seven: Membership 

-Section One – Membership Covenant 

By God's grace I have, by faith, been made new in Jesus Christ. Having been baptized in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, I now commit myself to join with others as members of Calvary Church. 

Together we will strive to bring glory to God by submitting our wills and lives to the authority of Jesus, as revealed 
to us in God's Word. 

I will be devoted to love for the Body, partnering with other members to be discipled and to disciple one another. I 
will regularly pray for and with others. I will pursue peace and unity with others by speaking encouraging, 
uplifting words and shunning gossip and divisive speech.  In essential beliefs, we will be united: 

• The Bible is God's trustworthy message for ALL people. 
• Jesus is the ONLY way of salvation. 
• Everyone in the world needs to hear God's story. 

Together with other members, I will serve others joyfully; sacrificing the resources God has blessed me with, in 
meeting their spiritual and material needs. 

I will live above reproach in the world, pursuing a life of integrity, purity and demonstrating the Fruits of the Spirit 
in my life. 

I will seek every opportunity to impact the world with the Gospel by boldly inviting people into a relationship with 
Christ and by generously meeting the needs of those around me. 

-Section Two – Membership Process 

Since you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, been baptized by immersion as a sign of your faith, and are 
willing to annually commit to our member covenant, you are invited to join our community as a member of 
Calvary Church. The membership process shall be overseen by the Elder Board of Calvary Church. The following 
steps must be completed prior to membership: 

• Attendance at a membership class overseen by the Elders 
• Submission of a membership application 
• Completion of a consultation with the Elders or their appointees 
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Annually, all members will be given opportunity to re-commit to the membership covenant. Those who do not re-
commit will be contacted by an Elder or an Elder appointee before being removed from the membership list.  

Matters of church discipline will be addressed according to Biblical principles (e.g. Matthew 18  and Galatians 6) 
and will be overseen by the Elder Board of Calvary Church. The end goal of discipline is always spiritual growth 
and restoration. However, in cases of continued sin and lack of repentance, a member may be excluded from 
church membership and fellowship by recommendation of the Elder Board and a majority vote of the congregation 
at a duly called business meeting. Disciplined members, who have demonstrated repentance, may approach the 
Elder Board to determine an appropriate process for reconciliation. 

Those who have been removed from the membership list and later desire to re-commit to the church must complete 
all the previously mentioned steps. 

Article Eight: Leadership 

-Section One - Introduction 

The Church is the global body of Christ consisting of all those who have been chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and 
sprinkling by his blood (1 Peter 1:2). 

In obedience to Jesus Christ, the Church is to submit itself to His authority and His mission to go and make 
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18, 19). 

Calvary Church consists of a group of believers who have covenanted together to be a local expression of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. The following sections establish our Biblical model of church governance: 

-Section Two – Officers 

A) The Elder Board of Calvary Church shall consist of men entrusted with the responsibility to guard the doctrine 
of the church (Titus 1:9), direct the church (1 Timothy 5:17), and oversee and manage the affairs of the church 
(Acts 20:18). The Elder Board shall be comprised of both paid and unpaid Elders. The office of Elder is entrusted 
to men whose lives have been examined by the Elder Board of the church; whose qualifications have been 
confirmed according to the guidelines of 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1; and who have been affirmed by the congregation 
of Calvary Church. 

Elders should shepherd the church. Leadership is not for obtaining power and authority or for setting and achieving 
personal agendas. 

Elders need to discern the will of God through the Bible and through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Elders need to demonstrate, through their actions and words, their desire and ability to listen to the Holy Spirit and 
their willingness to sacrificially serve the congregation. 
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Elders are responsible for the spiritual oversight and overall direction of the church. 

Under normal circumstances, the Elder Board should consist of a minimum of five (5) men. 

B) When necessary, the Elders may appoint men to serve as pastors to the church. Pastors are paid employees of 
Calvary Church who meet the biblical qualifications for Elders and who oversee a designated area of ministry. All 
pastoral candidates must be affirmed by the congregation (two-thirds (2/3) majority). Pastors may not necessarily 
serve on the Elder Board. A pastor's indefinite term of office may be terminated by the Elders according to the 
guidelines of article eight (8), section five (5), letter E.  

B) C) Annually, and as needed, the congregation shall elect Deacons and Deaconesses, who will, under the 
direction of the Elder Board, and according to their giftedness, serve in necessary areas of ministry. Deacons and 
Deaconesses must meet the Biblical qualifications of 1Timothy 3. 

 -Section Three - Structure and Procedure: 

A) The Elder Board will appoint an Elder Chairman who will serve as a non-voting member of the Elder Board. 
The Elder Chairman will guide and direct the Elder Board in their oversight of the church. The Elder Chairman 
will serve an undefined term, at the discretion of the Elder Board. 

B) The Elder Board may, at their discretion, develop ministry and administrative teams to provide for the efficient 
operation of the ministries of Calvary Church. These teams may be comprised of Elders as well as non-Elders. 

C) The following teams shall be appointed by the Elder Board with the affirmation of the congregation. Names of 
the nominees will be announced at least two weeks prior to the congregational affirmation, which will require a 
two-thirds (2/3) vote of all members present. Each team shall be directed by an Elder who has been selected by the 
Elder Board: 

• A Facilities Team shall serve as the Legal Trustees of the property of the church. They shall oversee the 
maintenance of the church buildings, vehicles and the grounds, and shall be responsible for necessary 
renovation projects. 

• A Finance Team shall recommend to the Elder Board an annual budget which will be presented for 
approval by a majority vote to the congregation. They shall assess the financial health of the church and 
report to the Elder Board no fewer than four (4) times per year. They shall have authority to approve non-
budgetary expenditures up to $7,500 (not to exceed $20,000 in one year without Elder Board approval). 

• A Missions Team shall enable the church to pray for and meet the needs of its supported missionaries and 
organizations. They will recommend an annual Missions Budget and subsequent adjustments to the Elder 
Board. 

D) The Elder Board may, at their discretion, appoint qualified people to serve in paid and unpaid ministry roles 
which utilize the giftedness of the appointed person and provide for the equipping of the saints. The following 
positions will be appointed annually by the Elder Board: 
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• Clerk: The Clerk is responsible to keep accurate records of all congregational meetings, handle official 
correspondence, maintain membership records, present annual and other reports to the congregation as 
needed, and maintain an up-to-date copy of the constitution. 

• Treasurer: The Treasurer is responsible to oversee the financial records of the church as directed by the 
Elder Board. The Treasurer will prepare monthly, quarterly and annual financial reports and required legal 
documents. 

• Financial Secretary: The Financial Secretary is responsible for the maintenance of confidential records of 
giving, and for the provision of individual giving statements. 

• Head Teller: The Head Teller is responsible to oversee the counting, recording, and reporting of offerings 
received. 

E) The Elder Board will appoint a Staff Supervisor who will oversee and direct the paid staff of Calvary Church. 
The Staff Supervisor will be an Elder, and will be responsible to the Elder Board in matters concerning the church's 
paid staff. He will serve an indefinite term. All procedures related to paid staff will be contained in the "Calvary 
Church Staff Manual" which will be approved by the Elder Board. All employees are "at will" and the employment 
relationship may be terminated without regard to such person continuing to serve as an Elder. 

F) The Elder Board shall maintain a "Procedure Guide" documenting any processes and systems not articulated in 
this document. 

-Section Four - Selection Process: 

The process of becoming an Elder involves at least the following steps: 

• The man must be nominated to the Elder Board as a potential Elder Candidate. 
• He must be interviewed by the Elder Board for approval as an Elder Trainee. 
• The man must be a member in good standing at Calvary who has demonstrated the calling, character, and 

competency of an Elder. 
• If accepted as an Elder Trainee, the man will then undergo a period of training and testing. 
• Training, prior to becoming an Elder, will include whatever is deemed necessary to enhance the nominee's 

understanding of an Elder's responsibilities as outlined in Scripture. The Elder Nominee will enter into a 
mentoring relationship with a sitting Elder to assist in the training process. 

• Upon completing his training and testing process, and receiving approval without objection from the Elder 
Board, the man will be introduced to the church members as an official Elder Candidate. 

• The congregation will vote to affirm (two thirds (2/3) of all members present) any Elder Candidate after a 
two (2) week period of prayer and consideration. 

• Selection as an Elder does not result in contract rights as a paid employee.  

-Section Five - Terms of Service for Elders: 

A) Having been affirmed by the congregation, an Elder will serve an initial two year term. 
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B) Upon completion of a term, the Elder and the Elder Board will together determine the length of the candidates 
next term of service up to five years. 

C) To resign from the Elder Board, an Elder must notify the Elder Board by letter. The congregation will be also be 
notified of the Elder's resignation. 

D) An Elder who senses God's call to leave Calvary to help plant a Calvary-sponsored church plant should make 
his desire known to the Elder Board. If the Elder Board confirms his calling, the Elder will be sent out with 
Blessing to help lead another church. 

E) Any credible charge of moral impropriety, doctrinal error against an Elder; or any other charge that could 
displease the Lord or harm Calvary Church, must be brought by no less than two (2) witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19). 
All charges will be considered by the Elder Board, and shall be investigated as necessary. During the investigation, 
the Elder in question may be placed on temporary leave. If the Elder Task Force finds credible evidence of 
wrongdoing, the Elder Board shall take appropriate action to pursue repentance and reconciliation. Any 
consequences shall be determined by the Elder Board, with any action (up to and including removal) being 
communicated appropriately to the members of Calvary Church (1 Timothy 5:20). When appropriate, the Elder 
Board shall follow the process of church discipline as outlined in article seven (7) section 2 (2). 

-Section Six - Licensing and Ordination 

By majority vote of the congregation, a member of the church who meets the qualifications of Elder, as described 
in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9 may be licensed or ordained to the Pastoral Ministry. Licenses for Christian 
Ministry, other than Pastoral Ministry, may be similarly granted by the congregation to members whose testimony 
and gifts evidently qualify them for such. 

If at any time the licensed or ordained person leaves the ministry or no longer subscribes to our essential beliefs, he 
must relinquish the license or ordination. 

Article Nine: Amendments 

Calvary Church and all its ministries will submit to this Constitution (all previous Constitutions and Bylaws are 
hereby rescinded). This Constitution may be amended or revised by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present 
and voting at a duly called business meeting of the church, providing that public notice of the proposed changes 
and business meeting time are announced weekly in Sunday services and posted for one (1) month prior to the 
meeting. This Constitution shall be reviewed by Calvary Church every five (5) years. 

Article Ten: Meetings 

The church will gather no less than weekly for the purpose of worshiping God, proclaiming the Gospel, and caring 
for and edifying one another. 

The Congregation will vote to affirm the selection of Elders, to approve the annual church budgets, to approve the 
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incurring of indebtedness, the acquisition of assets, the construction of new buildings, and other matters required 
by the constitution or as requested by the Elder Board. All members of Calvary Church, who are sixteen (16) years 
of age or older, are eligible to vote. A quorum will consist of ten percent (10%) of the voting age membership 
according to the current membership rolls. 

Congregational gatherings for the purpose of voting or decision making may be called by the Elder Board or by 
written request to the Church Clerk by fifty (50) or more members (from separate households) of the church. All 
such meetings will be announced to the congregation no less than two (2) weeks in advance. The Presiding Chair 
for all such meetings will be determined by the Elder Board. 

Article Eleven: Properties 

No real or personal property of the church valued over $5,000 may be encumbered, sold or otherwise disposed of 
without approval by the Elder Board. Any sale, encumbrance, or disposition of church property valued over 
$10,000 must be approved by the congregation. 

Article Twelve: Legal Provisions: 

A) This church will have the right to own, buy, or sell tangible properties both real and personal in its own name. 

B) No profit shall ever accrue to the benefit of any individuals from the assets, holdings, or other transactions in 
which this church shall be involved. This does not preclude the payment of employees or contractors to accomplish 
appropriate services to the church. 

C) No volunteer director shall be personally liable to this corporation or its members for monetary damages for a 
breach of the director's fiduciary duty except for any of the following: 

• A breach of the director's duty of loyalty to the corporation or its members; 
• Acts or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law; 
• A violation of Section 551(1) of the Michigan Non-Profit Corporation Act; 
• A transaction from which the director derived an improper personal benefit; 
• An act or omission occurring before the date of filing; 
• An act or omission that is grossly negligent 

Calvary Church of Fruitport assumes all liability to any person other than this church or its members for any acts 
or omissions of a volunteer director occurring on or after the date of filing. 

D) The Corporation assumes all liability for all acts or omissions of a non director volunteer, provided that: 

• The volunteer was acting or reasonably believed he or she was acting within the scope of his or her 
authority; 

• The volunteer was acting in good faith; 
• The volunteer's conduct did not amount to gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct; 
• The volunteer's conduct was not an intentional tort; and the volunteer's conduct was not a tort arising out of 

the ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle for which tort liability may be imposed as provided 
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in Section 3135 of the Insurance Code of 1956. 
 [Note: a "tort" is a civil wrong such as the law requires compensation for in damages] 

E) The Corporation shall indemnify its directors, officers, employees, agents and non director volunteers, as that 
term is defined in the Michigan nonprofit Corporation Act (the "Act"), to the full extent authorized or permitted to 
corporations by the Act or any future amendments to the Act or by any successor provisions of Michigan law. 

F) In the event of dissolution of this corporation, all of the debts will be fully satisfied, and none of its assets or 
holdings will inure to the benefit of any member or other individual. Rather, prior to dissolution, by congregational 
vote, all assets will be distributed to other non-profit evangelical Christian organizations with priority 
consideration for organizations currently supported by the Missionary Budget. 
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