
WORK AND MONEY

Work and Money are important parts of life. As your student is going through the last half of thier high 
school career, they are going to be thinking more seriously about what kind of career they want to 
have, if they will be going off to college, etc. Most of these kinds of decisions have money and work 
right in the middle of them. This Rite of Passage, is really a series of challenges that will help expose 
your student to a realistic worldview of work and money as well as a Biblical foundation for how those 
things should work. If your student has a job or has had one in the past, they may feel that they have a 
handle on how this works, but they may still need to hear these things from you, their caregiver. 

Challenge #1: Dinner
One of the reasons we work is to make money for food. So the goal with this experience is to let your 
teenager experience what it is like to cook a meal for the family while managing their money. Give 
them a pre-determined amount of money and assign them the task of preparing dinner.

Step One: The MenuThey will need to choose the menu. Talk about your family’s dietary restrictions, 
things that they like to eat, etc. then have them find recipes that meet your needs, read the recipe for 
ingredients and make a grocery list. 

Step Two: The Store 
Walk with them through the grocery store while they manage their money while shopping. 

Step Three: The Preparation
They will then prepare the family meal they have chosen and shopped for.

Be available to them throughout this activity, but it is much more meaningful if you help them 
as little as possible. The whole point is for them to learn through bearing the burden of 
responsibility.

Step Four: Eat and Debrief
Ask them questions. How did it go? Was there anything that surprised them? Was there any 
setbacks? Was it fun?

Step Five: Compliment
Tell them what they did well. If the food is good, tell them it is good. Make sure they know that you 
are proud of them for accomplishig this task.

Challenge #2: Budget
An important topic of any conversation about money is the budget. So the challenge here is for your 
student to guess your family’s budget. 

Step One: The Estimate
Hand your student the Budget Form included in this packet and have them fill it out with their best guesses.

E L E V E N T H  G R A D E
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Household Budget Form

       Amount Spent

   Mortgage / Rent  _______________

   Cell Phone / Land Line  _______________

   Electricity   _______________

   Gas    _______________

   Water / Sewer   _______________

   Cable / TV   _______________

   Car Payment   _______________

   Car Insurance   _______________

   Gasoline   _______________

   Medical Expenses  _______________

   Food    _______________

   Dining Out   _______________

   Clothes   _______________

   Child Care   _______________

   Church / Charity  _______________

   Entertainment   _______________

   Savings   _______________

   Taxes    _______________



Step Two: The Actual
Hand your student a budget form that you have filled out with your actual budget numbers. Calculate the 
differences. Use this as an opportunity to kind of peer behind the curtain. How tune with your finances is your 
student? Talk about why they thought certain budget lines were more or less than they actually were. Have 
fun with this but make sure that you are not communicating to our student that they are foolish for thinking 
these things. Emphasize that you wanted to have this conversation so that you can help them use their money 
wisely.

Step Three: The Budget Talk
Use this script as a guide for this conversation:

We want you to understand how to manage the financial resources God gives you. This is simply one of 
those life skills that you can’t afford to miss. If you understand how to manage money wisely, it will help 
you so much as an adult.Our goal is to spend some time with you teaching you about managing money, 
but more importantly, our goal is to open an ongoing conversation with you about this topic.

We believe that the Bible teaches 8 principles about work and money that we want you to remember. 
Our desire is to set you up for success in this area, and tonight is just one opportunity for us to teach 
you how to do that. So now that you have a handle on what things cost, let’s look at those 8 things.

(As you walk through each of these biblical principles, feel free to share your own personal experiences 
and thoughts on each one with your teenager)

WORK HARD 
Work in a way that honors God. Remember that the ability to work and earn money is a gift from God. Reject 

the temptation to be lazy. 

EARN MONEY
Earn the money you need to take care of yourself and your family.

GIVE BACK TO GOD FIRST 
God wants you to recognize that the money you have came from Him.  You are a steward of God’s money. 

Giving back to him first is a way to recognize that and trust God.

SAVE MONEY
Don’t waste all of your money. Put some away for emergencies and use your money wisely.

AVOID DEBT
Debt is dangerous and can get you in a lot of trouble. Too much debt can prevent you from being able to do 

the things you want to do... or the things that God wants you to do. 

BE GENEROUS
Use the money God has given you to help build His Kingdom.

BE CONTENT
Take pleasure in the things you have.  Don’t compare. Don’t lookout for things to want.

DO NOT LET MONEY BECOME YOUR MASTER
Make budgeting a habit. Take control of your finances before you find yourself working just to refill your 

banck account.



Spend some time tell the story of how you learned to manage money. Ask if your student has any questions about 
managing money. Remind them that you are always there if they come up with any. Pray.

Challenge #3: Life Goals
This should be the most fun of the conversations you have had so far because this is where you get to 
dream with your student. The goal of this challenge is to set up your student with realistic expectations 
without squashing their dreams and to come out of the conversation with a better idea of how your 
student currently pictures their future. Just remember that these goals are subject to change. 

Step One: Career
Ask your student what they want to be when they grow up. Talk specifics if you can. Ask them 
what appeals to them about that job in particular, etc. Then do some research with them. Look that 
occupation up on Glassdoor for salary information. Just explore with curiosity. Look at some job 
listings and pay attention to what people are looking for in that field. After spending some time looking 
up information on that job ask your student to write down one thing, related to this career that they 
would want to have accomplished within the next 5- 6 years. Make sure that their goal is specific. So if 
they say, “Get a job in Biology.” Challenge them with “Do you think you want to do research or teach? Or 
something different? Do you want to specialize in microbiology or marine?” Encourage them to think a 
little deeper than they want to think on it and tell them it is because you are curious. You really want to 
know where their mind is at on career goals, so you can help them achieve them.

Step Two: Education
Now that you have an idea of where their mind is at on a career, ask them if they would have an 
educational goal to shoot for. Do they want to go to a certain school? graduate college early or with 
honors? Do they want to intern for experience, etc.   If their career calls for technical school or an 
apprenticeship, where do they want to do that? Do some light research on the costs of their to choices 
and their associated costs. Don’t go too deep here. Just ask some questions. If they are not sure where 
they want to go, maybe their goal could be to find a couple colleges that they are interested in to go to 
on  a campus tour. 

Step Three: Generosity
Now that you have an idea of where their mind is at on a career, ask them if they know of a problem 
that they would want to help solve, either through their career or through the money they will make at 
their job. What could they do in the next 10 years to impact the world or another person’s life for the 
Kingdom of God?



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL
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Our example in money matters really does count! Our teens will imitate what we do with money more than what 
we say about it.

One of the best examples for your teen in regards to money is for you and your spouse to work 
hard at being on the same page financially. If you disagree about a money matter, work out your 
differences before you discuss the issue in front of your teen.

It is beneficial to share with your teen where you have struggled with money matters and what you 
have learned from those struggles.  

FRAMING UP OUR PURPOSE:
Money Really Does Matter
The key to teaching healthy financial living is to be able to communicate to our teens that money 
really does matter but that, at the same time, it really doesn’t matter.

When it comes to purpose and contentment, money shouldn’t matter.
“Better is a little with righteousness, than great revenues with injustice.” --Proverbs 16:8

“Rest in Yahweh, and wait patiently for him. Don’t fret because of him who prospers in his way, 
because of the man who makes wicked plots happen.” --Psalm 37:7

“Therefore I tell you, don’t be anxious for your life: what you will eat, or what you will drink; nor yet for 
your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  See the 
birds of the sky, that they don’t sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns. Your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Aren’t you of much more value than they? Which of you, by being anxious, can add one 
moment  to his lifespan?” --Matthew 6:25-27

Most likely, you have already been hearing the phrase “I need _______” from your teenager any time a 
new fashion trend shows up at school or every time the newest mobile gadget hits the shelves. Our 
kids live in a world that often confuses needs with wants. As parents, we certainly can fall into that 
trap, too. God truly wants us to teach our children about the difference between our wants and our 
true needs. It’s also crucial to help our teens recognize that desperately wanting a material item is 
probably an indication that we have a deeper need of being accepted and understood.

The bottom line that we should work out in our own lives first, then aid our kids in grasping, is that no 
amount of money or material items can sustain our sacred need for purpose. No landslide of success 
can fill our well of contentment for life. We will eventually draw from an empty well.

This isn’t to say we should never buy something we really want or an item that is trendy or expensive.
The key, according to Psalm 37, is to rest in God first and not compare our situation to others’ 
situations. The command in Matthew 6 is to not be anxious for our basic needs to be met. Our teens 
need us to help them discover the richness of contentment and the freedom we find when we want 
for things less. The encouragement here is to look honestly at your family’s money habits as well 
as to understand how your teen is wired about money and possessions. From there, figure out what 
money issues they might struggle with and consider how you can model and teach healthy money 
perspectives and habits for them.



When it comes to the stewardship of our lives, money really does matter.
“Then Yahweh’s word came by Haggai, the prophet, saying, ‘Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in 
your paneled houses, while [my] house lies waste? Now therefore this is what Yahweh of Armies says: 
Consider your ways. You have sown much, and bring in little. You eat, but you don’t have enough. You 
drink, but you aren’t filled with drink. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm, and he who earns 
wages earns wages to put them into a bag with holes in it.’” --Haggai 1:3-6

Money may not matter in the whole scheme of finding our greater purpose, but how we steward 
what we do have, albeit little or much, definitely matters. This passage from Haggai is fairly obscure 
in the list of scriptures cited about money, but in it Haggai brings a powerful message proclaiming 
God’s frustration with how His people are using what has been given to them. He is challenging their 
priorities.

God’s objection here is that the people are investing all their time, energy, and resources in their 
personal pursuits while His house lays in waste. Even though He is talking here about a tangible 
building, it’s important to remember that the temple was the symbolic home of God. His Spirit resided 
in the temple, and that building was central to the spiritual lives of the Jewish people.

We are taught that God resides within us. Although He is omnipresent, our hearts are His symbolic 
home. If we spend all our time, money, and energy in activities that don’t build His Kingdom or work 
hard only to spend everything that we own and not have any left over, then His “spiritual house” within 
us lies in waste. Haggai exhorts us to look at what we have and ask ourselves where our money and 
resources should be used to build something meaningful and eternal.

Obviously, this whole money thing is an expansive topic that touches on every part of our lives. So the 
hope is that you will be able to come back to these scriptural truths often and unpack the godly value 
that is needed for 
that moment.

//IDEAS FOR MAKING MONEY MATTER FOR GOD
As early as you can, teach your kids to give some and save some before they spend some.

As a family, be involved regularly in a ministry to the poor. A weekly or monthly commitment to such 
an activity will directly impact your entire family’s perspective on money.

Cultivate a spirit of thankfulness, even in the small things.

When your teen walks into the room and demands something that is really only a  want, ask them to 
try that request again by leaving and re-entering the room with a gracious and humble attitude.

Give your teen $1, $5, or $10 and challenge them to see how they can multiply the money to invest in 
meeting someone else’s need.

Give clear activities or purchases in your teen’s life that are their responsibility to fund. If they have an 
expense that is completely their responsibility, they will learn to set priorities in spending.

Encourage your student to use their own resources to buy or make birthday gifts for siblings.    

 



 RITES OF PASSAGE PHASE CHECK
11th grade is the phase of your student’s life when there’s less drama, more stress, and your very busy 
teenager answers all of your questions with, “Just Trust Me.”
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
 Has difficulty falling asleep before 11 pm (It is biological).
 Needs 9 hours of sleep and 1 hour of exercise every day.
 Girls are likely to have reached adult height and body development.
 Guys may continue to grow in height, and develop muscle mass, body and facial hair.
 There is a heightened sensitivity to appearance and its social value.
 Boys and girls have a propensity to diet.
 Sexual desire is awakened, and the temptation to be sexually active is common.
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
 Values humor as a positive connection.
 Becoming more at ease with who they are; may become more honest than in previous phases.
 Often takes on more than they can handle.
 May struggle with regulating emotions and social control.
  Exhibit impulsive behavior with friends and peers
  Not respond to adult lectures, feeling they know better what is going on than the  adult does
 Become more capable of taking care of others
 Stress is a very real physical struggle as they work, perform in school, and prepare for 
 the future.
RELATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
 Dating relationships become more “committed.”
 Increased interest in sexual expression (54% of eleventh graders report being sexually active).
 Cares deeply about issues like control responsibility and freedom.
 Tends to be self focused and unavailable.
 Friends that share beliefs, values, and interests are sought.
 Less time may be spent with family, while more time may be spent with peers.
 The relationship with parents is more of a support system.
MENTAL DEVELOPMENT
 Can be insightful and incisive about complex issues
 Wired for risk-taking
 Highly self-aware; may think “Everybody’s watching me.”
 Tends to be opportunistic and idealistic.
 Struggles with long-term thinking. 
 More capable of grasping paradox, hyperbole, innuendo and satire. 
 There is more planning and preparation for the future.
 Role models are developed that inspire them either toward or away from faith.
 Their capacity for self-discipline increases.


