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WELCOME TO

BCC 
BASICS
We're glad you've chosen to find out more about BCC. 

This is a basic introduction to Bridgetown Church of 
Christ. Included in this guide is an outline for you to 
follow along. There is also great information in this guide 
to answer many of your questions and understand who 
Bridgetown is as a church.
Here is what you can expect during BCC basics:

11:45 - Noon Relax, grab lunch, and get       
acquainted with any others          
attending the class.

Noon - 12:45 You will get a brief overview 
of the church and some                         
foundational information on 
what it means to be a believer 
in Christ.

12:45 - 1:00 During this time feel free 
to ask any questions, or write 
them down to ask later.



HISTORY

ºGOOD MOTIVES & “BAD” 
COFFEE (JUNE 11, 1933)

ºSCHOOL HOUSES, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL HOUSES, 
AND A BUILDING  (1934-1964)

ºA SEASON OF NUMERICAL 
GROWTH (1964-1985)

ºAT A LOSS: FROM A 
CHURCH ON MISSION TO 
CHURCH SUPPORTING 
MISSIONS (1985-2003)
ºA ROUGH TRANSITION
(2003-2009)

ºA MISSION-MINDED 
CHURCH (2009-PRESENT)



THE VISION OF BRIDGETOWN 
CHURCH
Since we live in a post-Christian era, God wants us as a 

church to build a bridge to our community. How does a 
church effectively do that?

BRIDGETOWN CHURCH MISSION
LOVE OUR COMMUNITY AND INVITE THEM INTO A 
LIFE-CHANGING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.”’ Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)
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God is a unique/creative God.

THE BASICS... WHO WE ARE:
WHY DOES BCC EXIST?

BCC exists to love our community and invite them into 
a life-changing relationship with Jesus.
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WHAT DOES BCC VALUE? 
STRONG COMMITMENT

Demonstrated by our partnership expectations and 
community loyalty.
GENERATIONAL UNITY

Demonstrated by reaching the whole family and 
unifying all ages as members of the family of God.
MINISTRY EFFECTIVENESS

Demonstrated by the intentional use of our resources 
including time, money, and passions.
BIBLICAL TEACHING

Demonstrated by faithful preaching and ongoing 
opportunities for spiritual development.
UNITED LEADERSHIP

Demonstrated by the intentional development of current 
and future leaders who are united around a common 
mission.
LASTING LEGACY

Demonstrated by our efforts to leave 
our homes, church, and community 
transformed by enabling God to change 
lives.
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HOW WILL I CHANGE?
Our goal is life-change, and we have seen this occur 

time and time again when individuals and families 
partner with BCC to:

KNOW HIM
• CONSISTENTLY participate in Sunday Morning 

Worship which includes singing, giving, listening, and 
taking communion.
• PERIODICALLY attend a church seminar or training 

course.
“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 

itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.” John 15:4 (NIV)
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SERVE HIM
• CONSISTENTLY serve on a regular rotation                   

at BCC.
• PERIODICALLY serve at a work day or another                  

all-church service event.
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)

SHARE LIFE
• CONSISTENTLY attend Small Group or Bible study.
• PERIODICALLY join the entire church family at 

picnics, pot-lucks, etc.
“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into 

him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:15-16 (NIV)

INVEST & INVITE
• CONSISTENTLY pray for and invite a neighbor,             

co-worker, family member, or friend to BCC.
• PERIODICALLY use special events, such as holiday 

services, to invite others to BCC.
“To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things 

to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for 
the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” I 
Corinthians 9:22-23 (NIV)
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WHAT WILL I BECOME?
...And, how will the church know if it is being 

successful?

SURRENDERED TO GOD
Jesus calls His followers to stop and count the cost of 

discipleship...
“Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: ‘If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and 
children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my 
disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit 
down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 
For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule him, saying, This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish. Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will 
he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is 
not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and 
will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give 
up everything he has can not be my disciple. Salt is good, but if it loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for 
the manure pile; it is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”’ 
Luke 14:25-35

JESUS EXPECTS HIS FOLLOWERS TO SURRENDER TO 
HIM ABOVE ALL ELSE.

“The church in America is comprised of many converts 
but shockingly few disciples” – George Barna
“Christian health is not determined by how happy we 

are, how prosperous or healthy we are, or even by how 
many people we have led to the Lord in the past year. 
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Christian health is ultimately defined by how sincerely 
we wave our flag of surrender.” – Gary Thomas
WHAT DOES SURRENDER MEAN FOR YOU?

CONNECTED TO OTHERS
Jesus calls His followers to experience authentic 

Christian Community which has a spiritual component 
that goes beyond mere social interaction.
“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all 

its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were 
all baptized by one Spirit into one body— whether Jews or Greeks, slave 
or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is 
not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, ‘Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for that reason cease 
to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for that reason cease to be 
part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell 
be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, 
just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to 
the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t 
need you!’ On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker 
are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat 
with special honor. And  the parts that are unpresentable are treated with 
special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But 
God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to 
the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but 
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it.” I Corinthians 12:12-27
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Koinonia: “A close association involving mutual interests 

and sharing, association, communion, fellowship, and 
close relationship” –The Greek-English Lexicon
To be the “Church” we must be devoted to this idea.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, 
and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All 
the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47

“I WILL DO MORE THAN BELONG, I WILL PARTICIPATE. 
I WILL DO MORE THAN CARE, I WILL HELP.

I WILL DO MORE THAN BELIEVE, I WILL PRACTICE.
I WILL DO MORE THAN DREAM, I WILL WORK.

I WILL DO MORE THAN GIVE, I WILL SERVE.
I WILL DO MORE THAN LIVE, I WILL GROW.

I WILL DO MORE THAN BE FRIENDLY, I WILL BE A 
FRIEND.” 

- WILLIAM WARD

HOW CAN YOU BE MORE CONNECTED?
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CONTENT IN CIRCUMSTANCES
Jesus calls His followers to find contentment in His 

Kingdom.
We are saved by faith through grace and our faith is 

justified by our works.
Contentment is not just another word for complacency.
Biblical contentment is not a passive acceptance of the 

status quo but a positive assurance that God has supplied 
our needs in our circumstance.
“And observe what the LORD your God requires: Walk in his ways, and 

keep his decrees and commands, his laws and requirements, as written in 
the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you 
go.”I Kings 2:3

“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 
you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.’” Hebrews 13:5

 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that.”I Timothy 6:6-8

To be content in circumstances is to be free from the 
love of money; it is not to be free from the love of the 
Kingdom of God and of a desire to see that Kingdom 
grow through us.

WHAT DOES CONTENTMENT LOOK LIKE IN 
YOUR LIFE?
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INTENTIONAL IN RELATIONSHIPS
Jesus calls His followers to carry out the mission of the 

church...
Evangelical Christianity tells us there are many callings: 

(1) A calling to be saved, (2) a calling for Jesus to be 
Lord, (3) a calling to ministry (4) a calling to home 
missions (5) and a calling to foreign missions.
“I have a strange suspicion that the nuances of these 

‘callings’ have less to do with theology and more to do 
with the condition of the church.” – Erwin McMannus
All are called, and the fact stands that the disciples of 

Jesus were not extraordinary people.
The mission of the church matters.
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray 

for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may 
proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always 
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.” Colossians 4:2-6

WHO HAS GOD PLACED IN YOUR LIFE THAT 
NEEDS TO KNOW HIM?
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SACRIFICIAL IN SERVICE
Jesus calls His followers to change their priorities and 

lives.
It seems like it takes a lot of effort for us as mere 

humans to change our priorities, to change our lives, and 
to become servants when the person we are serving—
God—could honestly do a better job and be more 
efficient than we can be. What is the point? Why change 
to accomplish tasks God could do without us?
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, 
he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he 
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may 
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for 
ever and ever. Amen.” - I Peter 4:10-11

God has given you to serve others and, in doing so, to 
bring praise to Himself.
Pride often stands in the way of service; but the call is 

for us to be like Jesus.
“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted 
him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
Philippians 2:6-11



14LOVE OUR COMMUNITY AND INVITE THEM INTO A 
LIFE-CHANGING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

BCC BASICS
 Our attitude should be the same as that of Christ 

Jesus, who—precisely because he was in the very nature 
of God—did not consider equality with God to be the 
grounds for grasping, but poured him- self out, taking on 
the very nature of a servant.
Our service (or lack thereof) will affect our entrance 

into heaven.
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and 
the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The 
King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to those on his 
left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick 
and in prison and you did not look after me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” Matthew 25:31-46

WHO IS IT THAT YOU CAN SERVE IN THE NAME OF 
CHRIST AND HOW?
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”

I labor to see 
sectarianism 

abolished and 
all Christians 

of every name 
united upon the 
one foundation 
upon which the 
apostolic church 

was founded.

- Alexander Campbell
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WHAT WE BELIEVE

GOD

God exists as a trinity of three distinct persons (Deuteronomy 
6:4; Matthew 28:19)

God is the Creator of all that is (Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3)

JESUS

Jesus is the Son of God and is both Lord and Savior (John 3:16; I 
John 4:9)

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary (Luke 1:26-27)

Jesus was both fully human and fully God (Matthew 1:18; 
Colossians 1:19, 2:9)

Jesus was placed on trial, falsely accused, and crucified on a cross 
to secure our salvation (Luke 23:1-46; Romans 5:9; Ephesians 2:8-9)

 Jesus died and was buried and rose on the third day (Luke 23:44-
56; John 20:1-31; I Corinthians 15:3-8)

Jesus ascended into Heaven and is now seated at the right hand of 
God (Acts 1:1-9; Colossians 3:1)

Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead (Matthew 24:36-42)

Jesus is the only name by which people can be saved (Acts 4:12)
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THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit exists as the third person of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19)

Jesus sent Him to us as our Helper (John 16:5-15; Romans 8:26-27)

THE BIBLE

The Bible is the Word of God

The Bible is inspired, inerrant, and reliable (II Timothy 3:14-16; II Peter 
1:20-21)

HUMANITY

God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. 
(Gen. 1:27)

Marriage is a covenant between one man and one woman and is 
the only context for sexual relations.(Gen. 2:24, Rom. 1:26-28)

Expressing sexual love in any context other than marriage is 
contrary to the teachings of Scripture and God’s design. (1 Cor. 
6:9-10)

The image of God in humanity has been distorted, but not lost, 
due to the fall.

Apart from God’s intervention to save mankind, all humanity 
would be lost. (Rom. 3:23-24, Rom.6:23) 
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SALVATION

Salvation is a process where we are both “saved” and “being saved” 
(Acts 2:47)

Salvation involves: putting faith in Christ (Romans 5:1-2), repenting 
of sin (Luke 24:45-47;Acts 3:19, 17:30; II Peter 3:9), confessing 
Christ as Lord (Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9; Philippians 2:11; I 
John 4:15), and being immersed into Christ by baptism (Acts 2:38; 
Romans 6:1-7; Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2:12; I Peter 3:21)

When Jesus returns there will be a physical, bodily resurrection (I 
Corinthians 15:20-23)

Heaven is where the saved will enjoy everlasting life (I Corinthians 
15:20-23)

Hell is where the unsaved will suffer everlasting, conscious torment 
(Matthew 25:46)

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Elders exercise authority over the local congregation (I Peter 5:1-4)

Christians are to have confidence in their leaders so that their work 
is a joy (Hebrews 13:17)
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The Salvation Process
STARTS WHEN WE ASK: “WHY AM I HERE?”

1. AS CREATURE I AM TO BRING GLORY (PRAISE,     
HONOR, & ATTENTION) TO GOD.

“Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Matthew 4:10 (NIV)

2.  GOD MADE ME TO LOVE ME!

“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His 
through our union with Christ...because of His love, God had already 
decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children - this 
was God’s pleasure and purpose.” Ephesians 1:4-5 (Good News)

3. I WAS CREATED TO EXPERIENCE GOD AND HIS 
CHURCH.

“Jesus said, ’I have come in order that you might have life - life in all its 
fullness!’” John 10:10
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4. THESE ARE THINGS GOD WANTS FOR MY LIFE:

Clear Conscience (Romans 8:1)
Power & Strength (Philippians 4:13)
Life & Peace (Romans 8:6)
Confidence (Romans 8:31)
Help with Weakness (Romans 8:26)
Security (Romans 8:39)
Purpose Fulfillment (Romans 8:28; Philippians 4:19)
Freedom (John 8:32,36)

It is our purpose and privilege to honor God by 
worshipping Him and bringing glory to Him.

SO WHAT’S THE PROBLEM? WHY 
DON’T I SEE PEOPLE LIVING 
WITH ALL THESE BENEFITS AND 
BRINGING GLORY TO GOD?
Man has been given a free will to choose and many 

times we choose to ignore God and his principles for 
living.THE BIBLE CALLS THIS ATTITUDE SIN.
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 

Proverbs 16:25
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The Problem is: Sin breaks our close relationship with 
God. It causes us to fear God and try to live our lives 
outside of His will.
“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 

hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2

 WHAT’S THE SOLUTION?
Jesus Christ said,
 “I AM THE WAY, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 

except THROUGH ME!” John 14:6

God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring 
us back to Himself. If any other way would have worked, 
Jesus Christ would not have had to come. The Way is a 
Person!

:: JESUS IS THE SOLUTION ::
“The wages of sin is death, BUT the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners.” Romans 5:8
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WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO?

In Acts 16, Paul and Silas are beaten and thrown in jail. 
While in jail, they have the opportunity to preach the 
good news of Jesus to the jailer in charge. After hearing 
the Gospel the jailer asks, “What must I do to be saved?” 
(Acts 16:30). The answer to this question is what we call 
“The Salvation Process.” By this we mean that salvation 
involves the life-long process of faith, repentance, 
confession, baptism, and obedience. Each of these 
components helps answer the question, “What must I 
do to be saved?” And each is an integral part. To remove 
one renders the Gospel incomplete. When a person hears 
the Gospel, the good news that Jesus came to rescue 
sinners, and wants to respond, they do so through the 
salvation process: faith, repentance, confession, baptism, 
and obedience.

FAITH
Simply stated, faith is taking God at His word. It is 

not simply believing that He exists; even demons believe 
this (James 2:19). Rather faith involves trust—trust that 



BCC BASICS SALVATION PROCESS

23

God’s word is true, that He is faithful, that He is in fact 
all that His word says He is. It involves trusting Jesus 
to forgive your sins and save you from your sins through 
His work on the cross. And while there is good reason to 
trust God and His word, these things can’t be proven or 
seen. That’s faith and that’s how God intends it (Hebrews 
11:1). Without faith, it is impossible to please God and 
thus impossible to be saved (Hebrews 11:6).
You begin the salvation process by putting your faith in 

God and His work in Jesus. Over the course of your life 
you continue to live by faith. You trust that your sins are 
indeed forgiven, that God will take care of you despite 
the circumstances. You trust Him that He is faithful 
and that His word is true and can and should be obeyed. 
In other words, faith isn’t a one-time event where you 
declare belief in Jesus. It’s a life-long process of trusting 
Jesus as the Savior of your life and soul.

REPENTANCE
Repentance is often understood to mean “turning from 

sin.” This is not the biblical definition of repentance. In 
the Bible, the word repent means “change your mind.” 
In the Bible when you change the way you think, you 
change the way you act (Acts 3:19). When you repent 
you stop thinking something is good when it is bad. It 
also means you stop thinking something is bad when it 
is good. This change of thinking is then 
followed by a change in action. True 
repentance will always result in a 
change of action (Acts 26:20). 
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It is impossible to truly and fully change your mind 

without that causing a change in action. In the Bible, 
repentance results in a change in behavior (Matthew 3:8).
You begin the salvation process by repenting of sin. You 

acknowledge that you have thought sinfully and behaved 
sinfully. You have not lived the way God has called you 
to live. Over the course of your life, your commitment 
to God is to continually refine your thinking so that you 
can behave according to the character of God. You read 
and study the Bible, listen to the Word of God preached 
and taught, and immerse yourself in Christian teaching 
so that when you’re tempted to think or behave wrong, 
whether by a friend, culture, or perhaps your own sinful 
tendencies, you can repent and therefore think and 
behave right and obey the Lord.

CONFESSION
The Bible describes two types of confession: the 

confession of faith and the confession of sins. Both are 
part of the process of salvation. A confession of faith 
is basically a verbal profession or declaration that you 
believe Jesus is the Messiah and that you trust Him for 
forgiveness (Romans 10:9). Though this is a one-time 
profession, the way you live your life is meant to be a 
continual confession of your belief and trust in Jesus, 
ultimately pointing people to God by the way you live 
(Matthew 5:16).
In addition to a confession of your belief and trust in 

Jesus, the Bible says you begin the salvation process by 
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confessing your sin and sinfulness before God (1 John 
1:9). You do this by acknowledging specific ways that 
you have disobeyed God. It doesn’t mean you have to 
remember everything you’ve ever done wrong. Instead 
you confess your general sinfulness, stating that you 
have lived your life in rebellion to God and His Word 
and deserve the punishment of Hell for your sin. This 
is a humbling process that helps you see your need for a 
Savior and appreciate the depth of God’s love for you.
An initial confession of sin and guilt begins the process 

of salvation but is also a continual part of the salvation 
process. This is sometimes a source of confusion. Why 
must you confess your sinfulness to God even after you 
become a Christian? Some people wrongly believe that 
only past sins are forgiven when you become a Christian. 
So to “stay saved” you’ve got to confess any sin you 
commit after you become a Christian. This is not what 
the Bible teaches.
The Bible says that you are totally, 100% forgiven 

(Romans 8:1). Jesus was punished for all of your sins 
past, present, and future and so there is no punishment 
for you. But the Bible also says you must not use God’s 
grace and forgiveness as an excuse to sin (Romans 6:1-2). 
To do so is a declaration that you do not understand God 
or His grace. Sin is always a barrier between you and 
God. But when you confess your sin and your sinfulness 
to God you remove the barrier and restore 
the brokenness that had affected your 
relationship with Him. You are 100% 
forgiven, but you still sin. And though 
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sin is always a barrier, a life marked by confession 
provides the evidence that you feel and experience the 
pain of your rebellion and that you truly desire to please 
God.

 BAPTISM
Baptism in an important part of the salvation process. It 

is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
and also serves as a symbol of your own death, burial, 
and resurrection (Romans 6:3-4). It signifies your death 
to sin and its hold over you and the new life that you 
now live for God. But there is a sense in which baptism 
is more than a picture or an outward symbol of an inner 
transformation; it is more than a public act testifying to 
faith. In a real sense a death and burial takes place and a 
new life is begun. Baptism is when you make a clear and 
final break from your old life of sin and disobedience and 
begin a new life of forgiveness and submission to Jesus as 
Lord. It is a serious event.
In the Bible the word “baptism” literally means, 

“dip, dunk, or submerge.” So baptism, when it is done 
according to the Bible, involves full submersion in water. 
In addition, the consistent picture in the Bible is one 
of individuals who have professed faith in Jesus being 
baptized. In other words, a person is ready for baptism 
when they are old enough to have an authentic, personal 
belief in Jesus and put their faith in him. Baptism before 
personal faith isn’t consistent with the Biblical picture.
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OBEDIENCE
The message of the early church was “Jesus is Lord” 

(Romans 10:9). This is an essential truth and is an 
essential component of the salvation process. But what 
does “Jesus is Lord” mean? “Lord” literally means 
“master, owner, ruler, boss.” So to say “Jesus is Lord” 
is to say, “Jesus is your master, owner, ruler, boss.” To 
say Jesus is Lord simply means you listen to and obey 
what He says. He is the ultimate authority in your life 
and you submit to Him. What He tells you to do—you 
do. What He tells you not to do—you don’t do. To be a 
Christian means you submit to God and obey. Like the 
other components, obedience to God begins the salvation 
process and continues throughout your life. Good deeds 
as the fruit of a transformed life are not optional.
Obedience to God can either be under-emphasized, 

leading to rebellion, or it is over-emphasized, resulting 
in legalism. People tend to gravitate toward one of these 
two extremes. You do not have to be perfect, but you are 
not free to live as you please. Instead the Bible calls you 
to consistent obedience to God and consistent repentance 
and confession when you sin. If this doesn’t describe your 
life, you are not a Christian (Luke 6:46).

BEING OBEDIENT TO GOD  INVOLVES 
BEING A PART OF  HIS CHURCH.
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TIME TO CONSIDER
1. DO I UNDERSTAND AND BELIEVE THE HISTORIC 
TEACHINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH WHICH 
HAVE BEEN PRESENTED? (SEE PAGES 16-18)

2. DO I UNDERSTAND WHY I AM HERE AND THE 
SALVATION PROCESS? (SEE PAGES 19-21)

  - DO I NEED TO RESPOND TO THIS 
INFORMATION? (SEE PAGES 22-27)

3. IF I HAVE ALREADY BEGUN THE PROCESS 
OF SALVATION AND ACCEPTED JESUS’ 
FORGIVENESS AND LEADERSHIP INTO MY LIFE 
(I.E., ACCEPTED HIM AS SAVIOR AND LORD), 
AM I WILLING TO COMMIT TO HIS CHURCH?

  - IF YES, IT IS TIME TO PARTNER WITH BCC!    
(SEE PAGE 6)

  - IF NO, THAT IS OKAY. WE WANT BCC TO BE 
YOUR SPIRITUAL FAMILY NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU ARE. SO, IF YOU ARE NOT READY TO 
ACCEPT JESUS,  KEEP EXPLORING. GIVE THE 
BIBLICAL PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE A TRY. WE ARE 
SURE YOU WILL EXPERIENCE LIFE-CHANGE.
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ABOUT CHURCH LEADERSHIP
“Leadership” is a word that is often used with little 

or no meaning. Many times it communicates that a 
person has a title and nothing more. This is especially 
true in the church where one of two scenarios often 
plays out. On the one hand, there are churches where 
no one desires to be in a position of leadership, but the 
church bi-laws require positions be filled by annual votes. 
Begrudgingly, and more out of obligation than desire, 
people allow their names to go on the ballot and if they 
are elected they serve their term. On the other hand, the 
most vocal, networked, and pushy people often assert 
themselves as leaders causing a great amount of division. 
As some have suggested, “At the root of the trouble is the 
issue of authority.”

WHERE DOES AUTHORITY COME FROM?

The discussion of authority within the context of the 
church ought to begin with Jesus Himself. Jesus “taught 
as one with authority” (Matthew 7:28-29). He had 
authority over demons (Mark 3:15) and the authority to 
heal the physical body (Luke 9:1). In fact, Jesus made the 
claim that “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me” (Matthew 28:18). Jesus is in the place of 
highest authority: “For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the 
head of all rule and
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authority” (Colossians 2:9-10). Therefore, the authority 
of governments and rulers (Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 2:3), 
husbands (1 Peter 3:1-7), parents (Exodus 20:12), bosses 
(Colossians 3:22-25), and church leaders (Hebrews 
13:17) all proceed from Jesus.

WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO 
LEAD THE CHURCH?
Elders are the leaders of the church who are referred to 

as bishops, pastors, shepherds, and overseers in the New 
Testament. Each title refers to the same office but calls 
attention to a different role fulfilled by the elder. As an 
“elder” the individual is given the authority to govern the 
church. As a “bishop” he has the responsibility to protect 
and to guide. As a “pastor” he has the call to care for 
those in the church. As a “shepherd” he has the privilege 
to help the church reproduce. As an “overseer” he has 
the responsibility to manage the workings of the church 
to ensure maximum impact in the world. Elders are to 
be chosen for their ministry according to clear biblical 
requirements and after a sufficient time of testing (1 
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11). 
In short, only those of the finest character who have been 
called by God and tested in their calling are eligible to 
serve as elders.
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HOW DO YOU TRAIN AND TEST 
MEN TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE 
ELIGIBLE TO SERVE AS ELDERS?
Once every two to three years, we ask our current elders 

and staff if they have noticed any men in the church 
who are of finest character and who have grown in their 
ability to lead. Once we have gathered these names 
we formally invite the men to participate in a two year 
leadership training program. According to the Bible, 
formal theological training is not required. That being 
said, we have found that it is very beneficial. At the 
start, we ask these men to be open to the Spirit’s leading. 
Many have begun ministries or become more involved at 
the church during this time. At the end of the training, 
after a sufficient time of testing, their character and 
call is once again evaluated. At this time, if a new elder 
is needed, the candidate is put before the church and 
those in the church are given one month to submit any 
concerns in writing.

CAN WOMEN SERVE AS 
ELDERS?
We realize this is a controversial issues and that many 

Bible-believing and God-fearing churches take different 
approaches. At this time, we do not have female elders 
at BCC; meaning that we ultimately disagree with 
some of our brothers and sisters in Christ on this issue. 
Nevertheless, we recognize the force of many of their 
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arguments and hope that these churches would agree and 
resonate with at least some of our understandings.
In the end, we do not want this issue to be a “test of 

fellowship.” Three words are key in our statement on this 
issue: “At this time... .” Currently we do not have female 
elders at BCC for the reasons listed here. This does not 
mean that this is a permanently closed issue and that we 
are unwilling to have conversations, read books, and take 
a fresh look at the Word of God.
In the book of Genesis we learn that God has made 

male and female and that he has made them differently 
(Genesis 1&2). To be clear, both are made in the image 
of God and are equal, in this sense, by virtue of creation. 
At the same time, God made men and women with 
certain jobs to do. He made the man as the “head” of 
creation and created his wife as his “helper.” This was 
God’s original pattern for leadership. During his life 
and ministry Jesus treated women with great dignity and 
still maintained the creation pattern of male leadership. 
Certainly Jesus loved, taught, and honored women but he 
did not elevate them to the highest level of leadership.
This pattern of leadership was followed by Paul as he 

planted many of the early churches and wrote much 
on leadership and organization within the church. 
Therefore, at this time we do not have female elders at 
BCC and this choice is based on our understanding of 
the Scriptures.
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WHAT CAN WOMEN DO AT 
BRIDGETOWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST?
Women are heavily involved at BCC! Women can lead 

ministry teams, lead in worship, serve communion, 
pray in public, lead small groups, teach Sunday School 
Classes, give their opinions at elders meetings, serve 
with the children and youth, participate in outreach, 
give, and participate in all offices of the church except 
those reserved for the office of an elder which include 
preaching and teaching in a congregational setting.

WHAT ABOUT DEACONS?
“Deacon” is a Greek word that has been transliterated 

into English. At its heart the word means “servant” and 
it is used in both the masculine and the feminine in our 
New Testaments. Frankly, we are working out the role of 
“deacons” at BCC and currently refer to people who hold 
this traditional office as “Ministry Leaders.”
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THE MEANING OF “CHURCH OF CHRIST”

There are literally thousands of “Christian 
denominations” in the world today: Catholic, 
Pentecostal, Evangelical Free, Methodist, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Independent, and on and the list goes. To 
further complicate things, within these larger groups 
there are hundreds of sub-groups: Southern Baptists, 
Independent Baptists, Charismatic Baptists, etc. 
Originally, these names and distinctions were meant to 
provide clarity as to what a particular church believed. 
Today, they fail to even do this as it is not uncommon 
for two “Churches of Christ,” for example, in the same 
town to believe and teach opposing doctrines. All of this 
confusion can leave us wondering: “What is in a name?” 
Historically, a lot.

WHAT IS AN “INDEPENDENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH/CHURCH OF 
CHRIST?”
These churches have their roots in the Restoration 

Movement which began in the 1800s on the American 
Frontier. This movement developed out of efforts to 
return to New Testament Christianity. In an attempt 
to be “Christians only” the early leaders broke from 
traditional denominational church names and referred to 
themselves as “Christians” and to their churches as “The 
Churches of Christ.” This was an attempt to get to the 
heart of being a Christian and to allow the focus to be on 
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Christ as opposed to the focus being on what church one 
attended.

WHAT ARE THE CREEDS/DIRECTIONAL 
DOCUMENTS OF INDEPENDENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES/CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST?

This was, and still is, a big issue. In the time of the 
Restoration Movement many churches were directed 
by their creeds. These documents set the doctrinal and 
practical direction of the church. The leaders of the 
Restoration Movement desired to restore (as the name 
implies) New Testament Christianity. That being the 
case, they insisted on no creeds but Christ and attempted 
to build churches using the Bible only. This desire is still 
held by Independent Christian Churches/Churches of 
Christ today which is why there is much emphasis placed 
on Scripture.

ARE INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES/CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
THE ONLY RIGHT CHURCHES?
No church says, “Come to our church because we are 

wrong!” The leaders of The Restoration Movement 
believe that they have rightly interpreted 
Scripture and have a desire to stand on 
the Bible and the Bible alone. If this 
is going to be done with integrity 



b.4LOVE OUR COMMUNITY AND INVITE THEM INTO A 
LIFE-CHANGING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

BCC BASICS
there must be an insistence on grace as this is one of 
the chief Biblical concepts. Knowing this, members of 
Independent Christian Churches/Churches of Christ 
believe themselves to be Christians only, but not the only 
Christians. Again, the focus is on being Christians. Does 
this then mean that this church believes nothing and 
that everyone’s opinion is as valid as the next persons? 
Not at all. The Bible is trump: Where the Bible speaks, 
we speak! Where the Bible is silent, we are silent!

DO INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES/CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
USE INSTRUMENTS?
Yes. There are many non-instrumental Churches of 

Christ. They, too, came out of the Restoration Movement 
and there is much unity between the two groups. 
Instrumental churches use instruments because there is 
biblical precedent for the use of instruments in worship. 
Non-Instrumental churches refrain from the use of 
instruments because of tradition. It is neither “right” nor 
“wrong” to worship with/ without instruments which is 
why instrumental and a cappella songs are both used in 
Independent Christian Churches/Churches of Christ.
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 ARE INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES/CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
A “DENOMINATION?”
No. Denominationalism is not a biblical concept. In the 

Bible, individual churches in towns/cities are governed 
and led by elders. In this respect, they are “independent.” 
That being the case, Independent Christians Churches/
Churches of Christ are led by elders who are a part of the 
church. These men are placed into positions of leadership 
and entrusted with the spiritual protection and formation 
of those in the church. They are empowered both by God 
and by the congregation.
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 WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?
• TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE SET BY JESUS.

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the 
river.” Mark 1:9

• BECAUSE CHRIST COMMANDS IT .

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my 
disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’” 
Matthew 28:19-20

• IT DEMONSTRATES THAT I REALLY AM A 
BELIEVER.

“...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.”    
Acts 18:8

“We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.” 
1 John 2:3

WHAT DOES BAPTISM REPRESENT?
• IT ILLUSTRATES CHRIST’S BURIAL AND 
RESURRECTION.

“Christ died for our sins... He was buried... and He rose again.” 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4

“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in 
baptism you were also raised with Christ.” Colossians 2:12

• IT ILLUSTRATES MY NEW LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN.

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. 
The old life has passed away and a new life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17
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“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also 
we may live a new life!” Romans 6:4

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer - it shows that 
you already believe. Baptism does not “save” you, 
only Christ’s forgiveness does that. The emphasis 
should be on Christ’s grace offered in his death, 
burial, and resurrection.
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is the gift 

of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8.9

WHY BE BAPTIZED BY 
IMMERSION?
• BECAUSE JESUS WAS BAPTIZED THAT WAY.

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.” 
Matthew 3:16

• EVERY BAPTISM IN THE BIBLE WAS BY 
IMMERSION.

(Example) “...then both Philip and the man went down into the 
water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water...” Acts 8:38-39

• THE WORD “BAPTIZE” MEANS “TO DIP 
UNDER WATER.”

The Greek word baptizo means “to immerse or dip 
under water.”
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• IT BEST SYMBOLIZES A BURIAL AND 
RESURRECTION! THE FOUNDERS OF 
DENOMINATIONS AGREE:

Martin Luther... “I would have those who are to be baptized 
to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery 
signifies.”
John Calvin... “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. 

It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient 
church.”
John Wesley... “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by 

immersion according to the custom of the first church.”

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
• EVERY PERSON WHO HAS BELIEVED IN CHRIST.

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”                
Acts 2:41

“Simon himself believed and was baptized...” Acts 8:13

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news... and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:12

At BCC, we wait until our children are old enough 
to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism 
before we baptize them.
We encourage families to participate in our annual 

“Family Dedication” service. This ceremony is intended 
to be a covenant between the parents and God on the 
behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their 
child in the faith.
This is different from infant/child baptism.
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WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?
• AS SOON AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED!

“Those who believed...were baptized...that day!” Acts 2:41

“Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and 
the man said, “’Look, here is water! Why shouldn’t I be baptized right 
now?’ Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ The man 
answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’ So they went 
down into the water and Philip baptized him.” Acts 8:35-38

There is no reason to delay. As soon as you have decided 
to receive Christ into your life, you can and should be 
baptized. If you wait until you are “perfect,” you’ll never 
feel “good enough!”

 IS THAT THE END OF BECOMING 
A CHRISTIAN?
No, this just represents the beginning. The rest of your 

life is about following God’s will. This is what we mean 
by a “life-changing relationship with Jesus.”

CAN MY FAMILY BE BAPTIZED 
TOGETHER?
Yes! If each member understands fully the meaning of 

baptism, and each one has personally placed his or her 
trust in Christ for salvation, we would 
encourage families to be baptized at 
the same time. It is a wonderful 
expression of commitment. It’s 
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important that younger children be met with and make 
sure that they understand what they are doing. Someone 
from our church could come and meet with your children 
or family to answer questions you might have.

WHO WILL BAPTIZE ME?
There aren’t any rules in scripture about who should 

baptize you. We recommend you ask someone who has 
been important to you in your spiritual journey to have 
the honor. One of the ministers can assist in the baptism 
if it makes you more comfortable.

WHAT SHOULD I WEAR WHEN I 
AM BAPTIZED?
Women should wear shorts and a top with a swimsuit 

underneath. Men may wear a swimsuit. Bring a change 
of clothes and a plastic bag for wet clothes. We provide 
changing rooms, towels, and baptismal robes.

WILL I HAVE TO SAY ANYTHING?
Baptism is when you publicly make a clear and final 

break from your old life of sin and disobedience and 
begin a new life of forgiveness and submission to Jesus as 
Lord. To help you prepare for this event, it is appropriate 
to take time to reflect on and write out how God has 
been working in your life to bring you to this point. This 
story of God’s work in your life and how you came to 
faith in Christ is called a “testimony.”
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In preparation for your baptism, we will schedule a time 
for you to share your story, your testimony, on video. This 
video will be shown just prior to your baptism. Faith in 
Jesus is personal, but it is not a private matter. It is good 
news to be shared with all, and sharing your story with 
those who are present is an important launching point 
for a lifetime of sharing the Good News with others.
We believe that including your testimony as part of your 

baptism will make the event more meaningful. It brings 
honor and glory to God as friends, family, and others 
within the church celebrate the amazing transformation 
He is working in your life. The power of your story goes 
beyond baptism as you tell the story of God’s grace in 
your life. He will use you and your testimony to change 
the lives of those around you.
On the day of your baptism, at the beginning of the 

service, we will briefly explain the meaning of baptism. 
You will be introduced, lowered just under the water, 
and then you can leave the baptistry, dry off, and return 
to the sanctuary. Later you will be mailed your baptism 
certificate along with a book to encourage you as you 
grow in your faith. We encourage you to invite all your 
relatives and friends to attend your baptism.
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 THE MEANING OF THE LORD’S 
SUPPER
Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth, 

but He did instruct them to remember His death and 
resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols 
(called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death. These 
two ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. The 
Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that represents a great 
spiritual truth for believers.

WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER?
(1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26)

1. IT IS A SIMPLE ACT.

“The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread...” (vs. 23)

2. IT IS A REMINDER.

“...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, 
which is for you; eat it in remembrance of me.’” (vs. 24)

3. IT IS A SYMBOL.

“In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; drink it to remember me.’” (vs. 25)

4. IT IS A STATEMENT OF FAITH.

“For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes back.” (vs. 26)
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WHO SHOULD TAKE THE LORD’S SUPPER?

Only those who are already believers in Christ. (Mark 
14:22-26)
“For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the 

Lord eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” 2 Corinthians 11:29

HOW DO I PREPARE MYSELF FOR 
THE LORD’S SUPPER?
“Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of 
the Lord. A person ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 
and drinks of the cup.” 1 Corinthians 11:27-28

YOU CAN PREPARE YOURSELF THROUGH:

1. Self-examination – 1 Corinthians 11:27
2. Confessing your sins – 1 John 1:9
3. Recommitment – Romans 12:1
4. Restoring Relationships – Matthew 5:23-24

WHEN AND HOW OFTEN SHOULD 
I OBSERVE THE LORD’S SUPPER?
The New Testament church observed the Lord’s Supper 

whenever they came together as a group.
Because it is such a valued tool in 

remembering Jesus’ sacrifice, we offer it 
to believers each weekend.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42
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ABOUT SEXUALITY
The Church’s teaching on sexuality, including 

homosexuality and sexual or gender identity, is 
controversial. On the one hand, there are churches who 
desire to be inclusive and adapt or ignore what the Bible 
says to be more “open.” On the other hand, there are 
churches who shout out particular verses with no regard 
for emotions. At BCC we attempt to balance grace and 
truth. Below is information on where we stand. There 
is always an open invitation to talk with the leadership 
which includes BCC’s elders and staff. We would love 
to read through the Scriptures and pray with individuals 
who have questions, concerns, or want to understand 
this issue more with the goal of increasing the level of 
communication.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
God created sexuality. God designed male and female 

as well as sex. He created a distinction between men 
and women. He knows better than anyone why we have 
sex, as well as where and how it should be enjoyed. In 
Genesis 2:19-25 we learn that God created marriage as 
the place where sex is to be enjoyed and at the heart of 
marriage is the distinction between men and women. 
God gave Adam a partner and a purpose. They were to 
bear God’s image, live as God’s representatives on earth, 
love as God loves, think as God thinks, and, in a small 
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way, represent the power of God. Adam and Eve were 
complementary and designed for reproduction. God 
made Adam and Eve the same, but different, so that they 
could enjoy lifelong union.
But life did not continue in the union which existed in 

the Garden. In Genesis 3:4-7 Adam and Eve sinned and 
this sin was personal. They attempted to live like little 
gods as if God and his will did not matter. Likewise, 
every time we assert our will to make our own choices 
apart from the will of God we fall and walk the road 
which leads away from the Garden. This occurs when 
we ignore God’s will in the area of sexuality. The Bible 
consistently states that any activity outside of sex within 
a marriage between one man and one woman is a sin 
(1 Corinthians 7:2). This includes, but is not limited to, 
homosexual sex (Genesis 19:1-13; Leviticus 18:22;20:13; 
Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9) and lustful thoughts 
(Matthew 5:28).
In 1 Corinthians 6:9 Paul says that people who practice 

homosexual acts will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
However, and this is important, the Bible does not 
describe homosexual sex, sexual identity questioning, 
gender changes, polygamy, sex before marriage, or any 
other sexual sin, as a “greater sin” than any other. All 
sin is offensive to God and leads us away from him. 
Sexual sins, including homosexuality, are just one of the 
many things listed in 1 Corinthians 6:9-
10 that will keep a person from the 
kingdom of God. Same sex attraction 
is not a sin. Same sex attraction is 
a temptation. It is not a sin to be 
tempted.
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Let us be clear: in all of this there is exceedingly Good 

News. God cares about sexuality and God cares about 
us. According to the Bible, God’s forgiveness is just as 
available to a practicing homosexual as it is to someone 
struggling with greed, pride, an adulterer, thief, etc. God 
also promises the strength for victory over sin in our 
lives, including sexual sins—although the temptation 
may never leave while we live in a fallen world. This 
victory is offered to all those who will believe in Jesus 
Christ for their salvation
(1 Corinthians 6:11; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Philippians 

4:13).

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR 
BCC?
Our mission is to love our community and invite them 

into a life-changing relationship with Jesus. Explicit in 
this statement is our belief that God can and does change 
lives. He offers victory over sin. Knowing this, we 
desire to love those struggling with sexual sins without 
affirming a lifestyle that is outside of God’s will. In this 
way we are not “anti-gay.” It is our desire to shed labels 
so that all who have confessed can be seen as Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ. Therefore, all are welcomed to 
worship with us. However, this does not mean one’s 
lifestyle choices will be affirmed. BCC will not affirm 
an individual who is unrepentantly living a homosexual 
lifestyle or deviating from God’s design for sexuality.
Scripture is very clear, we are all sinners and as such 
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we are all in need of a Savior. Our church is meant to be 
a place of life-change. Therefore we would welcome an 
individual struggling with homosexuality into our small 
groups and Sunday worship services and allow them to 
serve in some ways. Much of this is decided on a case-by-
case basis. However, we cannot allow any individual who 
is openly living in rebellion to God to be in a position 
of leadership. There must be a repentant heart and an 
agreement with BCC’s position on sexuality present in 
those who are in leadership positions. Additionally, BCC 
will not officiate homosexual weddings or have them 
preformed in the church’s facilities.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Messy Grace: How a Pastor with Gay Parents Learned 

to Love Others Without Sacrificing Conviction by Caleb 
Kaltenbach
Is God Anti-Gay? And other questions about 

homosexuality, the Bible and same-sex attraction by Sam 
Allberry
God’s Grace and the Homosexual Next Door: reaching 

the heart of gay men and women in their world by Alan 
Chambers
Compassion without Compromise: How the Gospel 

frees us to love our gay friends without losing the truth 
by Adam T. Barr and Ron Citlau
Homosexuality and the Christian by 

Mark A. Yarhouse, PsyD.




