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LAUNCH
Begin: Use the Opening Worship, the Lesson Opening, 
and/or music from the digital resource center.
Say: Choose an option to help get children thinking.
Prayer: Call upon God’s name and ask for His guidance as 
you study His Word.

LEARN
Tell the Bible Narrative: Two narrative options are pro-
vided—one for younger children and one for older chil-
dren.
Do This: Choose an option to review the lesson. 
Talk about It: Choose questions to fit the learning level of 
your group.
Key Discussion Points: These points guide your discus-
sion and highlight biblical truths.
Christ Connection: This shows how Jesus is central to 
every lesson.

LIVE
A variety of activity options lets you choose how you will 
reinforce the Bible truths of the lesson. Choose from crafts, 
snack, movement, Bible Verse fun, and more. Remember to 
gather the supplies you will need for each activity option 
you choose.

LEAVE
Say: This thought sums up the truth of the lesson.
Prayer: Give thanks to God for His blessings, love, and new 
life in Jesus.

DIGITAL RESOURCE CENTER
(cph.org/digitalcontent)
PLANNING PAGES
See Planning Pages for Leader Devotions, Order of Open-
ing Worship, and Lesson Openings.

MUSIC RESOURCES
Download music for each unit.

ENDURING FAITH PAGES
Enduring Faith Pages provide a reproducible take-home 
resource that gives a summary of each Bible lesson and 
provides suggestions for “taking home” Bible truths from 
the lesson. Each page also has an illustrated version of the 
day’s Bible Verse, perfect for coloring. 

DOWNLOADABLE ACTIVITY PAGES
Each lesson has an extra activity page that can be down-
loaded and photocopied. 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
THE ONE-ROOM CLASSROOM
This guide was created for leaders who teach multiple ages 
in one classroom. Options for younger and older children, 
size, and ability of your group help you tailor the lessons to 
your needs. Check boxes help you choose and prepare the 
activities for each lesson.

OVERVIEW
The Overview lets you see the biblical foundation of each 
lesson at a glance. All levels of the Enduring Faith Bible 
Curriculum share the same Bible Truth, Bible Verse, Law & 
Gospel, and Scripture Snapshot, allowing families to learn 
together each week.

LESSON PREP
Use these suggestions for your own Bible study as you pre-
pare to lead this lesson.
Basic: Begin here—read the full Bible text.
More Time: Read the leader devotion, found in the digital 
resource center (cph.org/digitalcontent). 
In Depth: Gain a deeper understanding of the narrative 
and its context.

SUPPLIES
For This Lesson: Gather only the supplies for the activ-
ities you choose to use. You may want to put together a 
Supply Box of frequently used items to keep on hand. Look 
below for suggestions of items to include in the Supply 
Box.
For Every Lesson: Use this checklist as a reminder of 
items that you may want to have on hand for every lesson. 

SUPPLY BOX
The items in the Supply Box are used frequently. Gather 
them to be prepared for many of the lesson activities.

 ☐ White copy paper, construction paper, tissue paper

 ☐ Crayons, markers, colored pencils, pencils, pens

 ☐ Paint, paint brushes, and smocks

 ☐ School glue, glue sticks, tape, glitter glue

 ☐ Child-friendly scissors, hole punch, stapler

 ☐ Yarn, pom-poms, craft sticks, pipe cleaners

 ☐ Wiggle eyes, beads, buttons, stickers

 ☐ Paper plates, paper lunch bags, paper cups

 ☐ Play dough and tools

 ☐ Posterboard or large sheets of paper
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A DIVIDED 
KINGDOM

Jeroboam and 
Rehoboam

1 Kings 11:9–13,
26–40; 12:1–24 

932 and 931 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God is faithful, even when we are not.
BIBLE  VERSE 
[Nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of
God. Romans 8:39
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God always loves us, even when we do 
the wrong thing.
LAW & GOSPEL
Influenced by the sinful ways of the world, we turn away 
from God and fail to follow His commandments.
God remains faithful to His people, showing His love 
and care for us through His Son, Jesus.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Through the prophet Ahijah, Solomon’s faithful servant
Jeroboam learns he will lead ten tribes of a divided king-
dom. Rehoboam, Solomon’s heir, ignores the pleas of the 
people to lighten their load; instead, he threatens to make 
their workload even more difficult. 
Angered by his response, the ten tribes of Israel separate, 
making Jeroboam their leader, leaving Rehoboam to lead 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin from Jerusalem. Jero-
boam places golden calves in Bethel and Dan, telling the 
people they no longer need to go to Jerusalem to worship. 
The kingdom of David was divided, never to be brought 
together again in the same way. Believers of all ages now 
look to the Son of David to bring all nations together into 
His kingdom.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read 1 Kings 11:9–13, 26–40; 12:1–24; and study 
notes in The Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center (cph.org/digitalcontent).
IN  DEPTH Read “Kings and Prophets of Judah and 
Israel” in TLSB, p. 529.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Cardboard blocks

 ☐ Plastic gems

 ☐ Yellow cheese slices, dried cereal, raisins

 ☐ Small crackers

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 1
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ God’s people were together in one kingdom. But 
things didn’t stay that way. Today, we’ll find out 
what happened when a kingdom broke apart 
because the people didn’t listen to God.

 ☐ When captains pick teams, each team gets the same 
number of players, right? In today’s Bible account, 
the twelve tribes of Israel split up in a very different 
way.

PRAY
Dear God, we are glad You are our King! Help us learn about Your love, especially how You forgive us through 
Jesus and always lead us. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  Set up cups 
or blocks. Divide them into a large pile and a small pile 
when you tell about the kingdom dividing. Tell that 
the small pile was Rehoboam’s kingdom and the large 
pile was Jeroboam’s. As you tell the story, give children 
time to understand by pausing at important places and 
asking simple questions, such as “I wonder how they 
felt? or “Was this a good thing?”

 ☐ FOR VISUAL LEARNERS  As you read the narrative, 
make some visual cues (similar to a “chalk talk”) to 
help students follow this complicated story. Start by 
writing Solomon’s name on the board or on a piece of 
poster-size paper. Put an X through his name. Draw a 
connecting arrow downward, then write the name of 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam. Write “Jeroboam” off to the 
side. When Rehoboam makes the people work harder, 
draw an X through his name. When Jeroboam makes 
two golden calves, draw an X through his name. Put 
the words “Northern Kingdom” next to Jeroboam and 
“Southern Kingdom” next to Rehoboam. Add other 
illustrations to the story, if you wish.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ Both Rehoboam and Jeroboam wanted to get their own 
way. How do we try to get our own way? What is God’s 
way?

 ☐ Why do you think Rehoboam didn’t listen to the wise 
advisers?

 ☐ What happens when we turn away from God and try 
to work things out according to what we want and not 
according to what God wants?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Let students share how they try to get their own way. 
God’s way is different. He loves and thinks of others.

 ● Rehoboam was proud. He wanted to look strong.
 ● Things go wrong when we go against God’s will.
 ● It’s easy to focus on the negative parts of this story; 

there were so many people not doing God’s will. But 
through it all, the Gospel message of God’s saving 
grace prevails. God did not leave His people to their 
own devices, but He honored His promise that a Savior 
would come from the house of David.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Because of Jesus, we are forgiven for the 
times we want our own way.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: For added interest, make two paper-plate faces with a crown on each one. Make one face red for 
Rehoboam and one face blue for Jeroboam. Show the correct face as you tell about each king. After you name each king, call them King 
R and King J, if you wish.

Do you remember King David? God loved David, and 
David loved God. God helped David to be a good king for 
His people. But David was not the best king of all. 

David’s son Solomon was a good and wise king too. But 
then Solomon stopped listening to God and started praying 
to idols! Oh no! This made God angry. Solomon was not 
the best king of all either! 

God told the people that Solomon’s kingdom would be 
divided in two parts (hold up two fingers), and there would 
be two kings (hold up two fingers) instead of one! When 
King Solomon died, his son Rehoboam (ray-oh-BOH-uhm) 
wanted to be king. Show plate with red face. The people 
came to Rehoboam and said, “Your father made hard rules 
for us. Will you be a nice king or a mean king?”

King Rehoboam thought about it. He asked lots of people 
what to do. But he did not ask God. Oh no! That was a big 
mistake! He told the people, “I will make hard rules for 
you. I will not be a nice king.” 

This did not make the people happy. So they said, “We 
want Jeroboam ( jer-uh-BOH-uhm) to be our king.” Show 
blue face.

Now Solomon’s kingdom was divided in two parts (hold 
up two fingers) instead of one big kingdom. There were two  
 

kings (hold up two fingers) instead of one king. Jeroboam’s 
kingdom was bigger than Rehoboam’s kingdom.

 God said to King Rehoboam (show red plate), “I told your 
father the kingdom would be divided in two because he did 
not worship and obey only Me. But I will save your little 
kingdom because it’s part of My plan that the best king of 
all will come from your kingdom.” 

King Rehoboam’s kingdom was small, but it had God’s 
temple church. Still, King Rehoboam (show red plate) 
prayed to idols. God does not want us to do that! That 
made God sad and angry. King Rehoboam was not the best 
king of all. King Jeroboam’s kingdom was much bigger. But 
King Jeroboam (show blue plate) prayed to idols too, and he 
did not do what God wanted. He was not the best king of 
all either.

But God kept His promise to King Rehoboam (show red 
plate). Many years later, He sent His Son, Jesus, to be born 
from a family in King Rehoboam’s little kingdom. Jesus 
is the best king of all! He is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords! Jesus came to die on the cross for us and rise again. 
Because of Jesus, God forgives our sins. Because of Jesus, 
God gives us a home in His heavenly kingdom, where Jesus 
will reign as our King forever. 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
When Solomon was young, he loved God and built the 

great temple. But when he got older, he thought it would 
be smart to marry princesses from other countries. He 
thought that would keep their fathers, who were kings, 
from attacking Israel and maybe hurting their daughters. 
Solomon should have trusted God to protect Israel instead. 
These princesses believed in many false gods, and since 
Solomon loved them more than he loved God, he built 
temples to their gods in Jerusalem. 

God was angry that Solomon had turned away from Him 
and led Israel to turn away too. He decided to take the 
kingdom away from Solomon’s son. But since He promised 
to send the Savior from David’s line, God decided not to 
take every tribe away from David. David’s family would 
keep the tribe of Judah (called the Southern Kingdom, or 
Judah, although it also included Simeon and part of Benja-
min). But God would give ten tribes to another man. 

Solomon died, and his son Rehoboam (ray-oh-BOH-
uhm) became king. One leader of Solomon’s workers was 
named Jeroboam ( jer-uh-BOH-uhm). Jeroboam and the 
Israelites said they would serve Rehoboam if he didn’t 
make them work as hard as they had to work for Solomon. 

Rehoboam asked the older people who served his father 
what he should do. They gave him good advice. They told 
him the people would serve him if he did what they asked. 
But Rehoboam didn’t like what they said. He was too proud 
and wanted to show the people he was strong. He asked his 
young friends, and they told him to act tough. Rehoboam 
told Jeroboam he would make Israel work even harder than 
his father, Solomon, had made them work. 

The other tribes got so mad they left and made Jeroboam 
their king. Rehoboam gathered his soldiers to go and fight 
against them. But God told him not to fight—God had 
divided Israel into two kingdoms. Rehoboam obeyed God 
and let the other tribes leave. We call those other tribes the 
Northern Kingdom or Israel.

Jeroboam was a strong king, but he didn’t trust God. He 
was afraid his people would want to leave him and be part 
of David’s kingdom when they went up to worship God in 
the Jerusalem temple. So he made two golden calves and 
set one up in the northern part of his kingdom and the 
other in the southern part. This made God angry because 
the people of the Northern Kingdom turned away from 
Him to these false gods who could not help them. 
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LEAVE
SAY
God loves us! Sometimes we fight or don’t get along. 
But God helps us to be sorry. He promises to forgive us 
through Jesus, our King of kings. All believers are part 
of one, big kingdom that belongs to God.

PRAY
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for Your mercies, 
which are new each day. Thank You for always being 
faithful to us, even when we make mistakes and don’t 
follow Your Word. Guide us this week to do Your will. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Make Crowns
Using construction paper or large foam sheets, cut out 
a crown strip for each child, about 18 inches in length 
(look online for a template). Wrap a crown around 
each child’s head and tape to fit. Cut off 
extra. Children can decorate using stick-
ers, plastic gems, or other items. 

 ☐ Say the Bible Verse
Read the verse from Romans 8:39 in 
your Bible; have children say and do 
the actions with you. Tell them separate 
means “to divide” or “to take apart.” Because God sent 
Jesus to be our Savior, we know that He loves and for-
gives us: We are never apart from God’s love.

[Nothing] will   Cross arms and shake head.
be able to separate  Sweep arms apart.
us from   Point to self.
the love of God.  Hug self.

 ☐ Work Together
Split children into two 
groups. Have each group 
line up, holding hands, at a designated spot. Ask them 
to reach for a wall or other place that is not possible 
to actually reach. Then, join the groups together and 
ask them to reach to the same spot, now within reach. 
Say, Things are usually easier when we all work 
together. In Jesus, God’s kingdom is very big! We 
can all work together to help others and tell about 
Jesus. 

 ☐ Good Idea/Bad Idea
Give examples of good ideas and bad 
ideas. Ask children to stand for a good 
idea and sit for a bad idea. Examples can include brush-
ing teeth, sleeping on eggs, washing hair with apple-
sauce, and praying for others. Some can be silly, some 
serious. Sometimes we have bad ideas. God always has 
good ideas. We can trust God’s ideas.

 ☐ Cracker Tribes
Give each child 2 paper plates, one 
with the letter J on one side and 
the other with the letter R on it (to 
represent the two kings). Give everyone 12 crackers. 
Retell the account, telling students to move 10 crackers 
to the J plate and 2 to the R plate. Allow students to eat 
all crackers except one, representing Judah. Jesus, our 
Savior, came from the tribe of Judah.

 ☐ Crown Snack
Pass out yellow cheese slices, dry cereal, and raisins. Use a plastic knife to cut a crown shape from the 
cheese, and invite the children to decorate their crown before eating it. Say, The Bible says that we 
will have the crown of life. What did Jesus, our King, do to give us this crown?

 ☐ Build a Castle
Set out cardboard blocks and let children work 
together to build a castle. Say, Sometimes we don’t 
want to work together. We sin 
and hurt others. But God sent 
Jesus to forgive our sins. He is 
the best King!

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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COMFORT IN 
CAPTIVITY

Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1:4−10;

29:1–14; 31:31–
34; 33:14–16

588 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God is faithful, even in difficult times.
BIBLE  VERSE 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
Jeremiah 29:11
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God is faithful and keeps His promises.
LAW & GOSPEL
Sin separates us from God and causes us to feel hopeless 
and without direction.
Jesus, David’s righteous branch, came to restore our 
relationship with God, giving us a future and the hope 
of eternal life.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
When God calls Jeremiah to serve Him, God tells Jeremiah 
he was chosen as God’s prophet even before he was formed 
in the womb. When Nebuchadnezzar takes the Israelites 
into exile in Babylon, Jeremiah writes to the exiles, assur-
ing them of God’s continuing care for them.
Through Jeremiah, God promises a new covenant where 
all people will have the Law written on their hearts. God’s 
people will live under an eternal covenant through
Jesus—David’s righteous branch.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Jeremiah 1:4−10; 29:1–14; 31:31–34; 33:14–
16 and study notes in The Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read pages 1205 and 1258 in TLSB for his-
torical context about the exile.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Letter in an envelope with “70” written on it

 ☐ Small box covered in wrapping paper

 ☐ Baby food jars (one per child) 

 ☐ Pocket crosses (one per child) 

 ☐ Vegetable oil 

 ☐ Blue food coloring

 ☐ Glitter

 ☐ Round crackers, dried cranberries, or mini 
candy-coated chocolates

 ☐ Card stock

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 2



L2-2 Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.  
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 432140.

LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Have you ever been left in a new place or with 
someone you didn’t know? How did you feel? Today, 
you’ll hear how God’s people were taken far from 
home. They were sad and anxious. But God had a 
plan to show them He loved them.

 ☐ Are you good at waiting? Could you wait seventy 
years for someone to keep a promise? Listen for 
the place in our Bible account where God tells His 
people to wait for seventy years.

PRAY
Dear God, thank You for the Bible where You tell us You love us. Thank You for keeping Your promises, especially 
Your promise to send Jesus to be our Savior. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  Focus on 
learning the main actions of this story; the who, what, 
where, and why. Use four items to represent the four 
sections of the story. A Bible for Jeremiah’s call, a letter 
in an envelope with a large number 70 on it, a small box 
covered in wrapping paper to denote a promise (it’s a 
gift that God is giving us), and a picture of Jesus. Let 
students hold and use the items to retell the story in 
their own words.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER  Use the items 
listed in the previous paragraph for students to re-tell 
the story. If you have strong readers who like a lot of 
action and who may already know the basics about Jer-
emiah, read together Jeremiah 38: 1−13 for the addition-
al story of Jeremiah being thrown in the well.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What was Jeremiah’s message to God’s people in a far 
away land?

 ☐ Jeremiah was young man when he was called to be a 
prophet. He felt like he wouldn’t know what to say. 
How did God help Jeremiah? How does God help you 
to share His Word, especially when you feel too young 
or unqualified?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● God promised His people that He would take care of 
them. He still loved them. He would bring them back to 
their homeland someday.

 ● Sometimes, we may be far away from home. God prom-
ises to be with us there too. Just as God was faithful to 
Jeremiah, He is faithful to us, no matter where we are.

 ● God promises to help us share the good news of Jesus 
with others. 

CHRIST  CONNECTION

God keeps all of His promises, especially 
His promise to send Jesus to save us from 
sin.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Pretend you are Jeremiah as you tell the story. Ask children to make happy and sad faces, imitating you.

There was a young man named Jeremiah. God loved Jer-
emiah and called him to be a prophet. A prophet is some-
one who speaks for God and tells people what God wants 
them to know. God told Jeremiah to tell His people, “You 
have broken your promises to Me. You don’t listen to Me 
anymore. You don’t love Me. You have done wrong things, 
so you will be punished.” Soon, an enemy king and his 
army attacked the city of Jerusalem, where God’s people 
lived. The king took many of God’s people away from their 
homes to his country. They had to live far away from home 
in a strange country called Babylon. They were so sad, they 
cried. Make a sad face.

God told Jeremiah to give His people in Babylon a mes-
sage. Jeremiah still lived in Jerusalem. So he wrote down 
what God said and sent a letter to the people.

This is what Jeremiah told the people: “God rules over 
everything! He has heard you crying. He knows you are sad. 
Make a sad face. He wants you to know He loves you. He 
is still with you, even though you are far away from home 
now and live in Babylon.”

Jeremiah continued, “This is what God wants you to do: 
Build houses. Plant gardens and eat what grows in them. 
Get married and have children. When your children grow 
up, let them get married and have children. Work hard. 
Trust in God and pray to Him. Do not listen to anyone who 

tells you lies about God. You will have to live in Babylon 
for many years. Then, God will bring you back home again. 
He has good plans for you.” How do you think hearing this 
message made the people feel?

Then, God told Jeremiah, “I will make things better. I 
will bring the people back from Babylon, and they will have 
peace. I will take away all of their sins. Things will be like 
they were before the people were taken away. The people 
will praise Me and thank Me for all I do for them. All My 
promises will come true, and someday, I will send Jesus to 
save all people from their sins.” 

Jeremiah and the people were happy to hear God’s mes-
sage! Make a happy face. God’s message helped them know 
that God loved them and would take care of them. Many 
years later, God kept His promise and brought the people 
back to Jerusalem. And many years after that, God kept His 
promise and sent Jesus to be our Savior.

God gives us a message too. God’s message is found in 
the Bible. God knows that we think and say and do wrong 
things too. But He promises to be with us always and take 
care of us. No matter where we go, God will not leave us 
alone. Because Jesus died on the cross and came alive 
again, God forgives all our sins. He promises to bring us to 
our home in heaven after we die. That is happy news! Make 
a happy face. God always keeps His promises! 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
It had been hundreds of years since King Solomon died 

and the tribes of Israel were divided. The tribe of Judah 
remained in the Southern Kingdom as the last of God’s 
faithful people. Over the years, there were many kings 
ruling over God’s people in Jerusalem. Many did not love 
God as they should. Many people worshiped idols instead 
of the one true God. King Josiah was the last faithful king. 
He was one of the most faithful kings of all the kings after 
David.

During the reign of King Josiah, God called Jeremiah to 
be a prophet to his people in Jerusalem. Jeremiah was a 
young man, probably less than twenty years old, when he 
was called. Jeremiah thought he was too young and that 
he could not speak well enough. But God told Jeremiah 
that He had known Jeremiah since before he was born. 
God touched Jeremiah’s mouth and gave Him the words to 
speak.

In the thirty years after God called Jeremiah to be a 
prophet, many terrible things happened to the tribe of 
Judah because of their sins. Jerusalem was captured by 
Babylon. Many of God’s people were taken into exile in 
Babylon. False prophets spread lies about Jeremiah. This 
was not a good time for God’s people. Many had not been 

faithful to God, and the people were suffering terribly. 
God wrote a letter to His people in exile through Jere-

miah. God told them in this letter to settle into their situ-
ation, have families, take care of one another, and wait for 
seventy years until they would be returned to Jerusalem. 
Even though this was a very difficult time, God kept His 
promise to return them to their land. God promised that 
the people of Israel would have a future, and He gave them 
hope that He would never abandon them.

Jeremiah stayed in Jerusalem with God’s people who 
were still there. It was a very dangerous time for Jeremiah. 
Many people wanted to kill him for showing them their sin 
and speaking the true Word of God. Through all this, God 
did not abandon Jeremiah or His people. God continued to 
bring His Word to His people. He even made a new cove-
nant with them, even though they had not been faithful to 
the last covenant. God promised that all would know Him 
and that He would forgive their sins.

Then, he made an even bigger promise to God’s people. 
This was the promise that He would send a Savior for all 
people. This Savior would come from the line of David, just 
as God had promised so long ago. That Savior would be 
Jesus.



L2-4 Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.  
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 432140.

LEAVE
SAY
God is faithful, even in difficult times. Jeremiah cer-
tainly knew that, and so do we. We can trust God to do 
what He says He will do.

PRAY
Thank You, heavenly Father, for giving us hope and a 
future through the sacrifice of Jesus. Thank You for 
being with us in good times and bad times. You never 
abandon Your people. We love being Your people, Lord. 
In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Cross Walk
Walk around your room or to church to look for cross 
shapes (window panes, floor tiles, tree branches, 
books). Take pictures on a device. As you 
look at the pictures, talk about how God 
promised to send Jesus to be our Savior. 
When we are sad, we can remember that 
God keeps all His promises. 

 ☐ Promise Jar
Use baby food jars, pocket crosses, water, oil, 
blue food coloring, glitter, and glue. Fill each 
jar with water. Add a tablespoon of oil, two 
drops of food coloring, a cross, and glitter. Put a small 
amount of glue on the metal threads inside the lid. 
Tightly screw the lid to the jar. Shake gently. Talk about 
troubles or “shake-ups” in our lives that make us think 
God is not there. Say, But look closely and you will 
see the cross, which reminds us that God is with us 
and loves us. He keeps His promises through Jesus. ☐ Happy/Sad Faces

Give each child a small paper plate and crayons. How 
do they feel when they’re sad? Have them draw a sad 
face on one side of the plate. When God’s people were 
sad, they cried. Let children dip their fingers in a cup of 
water and sprinkle “tears” on their sad face. God prom-
ises to be with us in sad times. Have children make 
a happy face on the other side 
of the plate. Put a heart sticker 
on the plate. Jesus loves us and 
makes us happy again.

 ☐ Make Mail
Set out cards, paper, envelopes, pens, and 
sticker “stamps.” Encourage children to 
write a note or draw a picture. We send 
letters or cards to tell people we care about 
them. Say, In today’s Bible narrative, God told Jer-
emiah to send a letter to His people who were far 
away from home to tell them He loved them.

 ☐ Name Cards
Cover the table and hand out smocks. Print each 
child’s name in big letters on a piece of cardstock. Have 
children use glitter glue or paint to trace over their 
name. Say, God made you and loves 
you. He knows you by name. He is 
with you, even in troubles. He has 
special plans for you.

 ☐ Happy/Sad Snack
Use dried cranberries or mini candy-covered chocolates to make happy and sad faces on round crack-
ers. God’s people were sad, but God’s message made them happy. He promised to be with them and 
bring them home. Talk about how God keeps His promises to us.

 ☐ Bible Verse
Read the Bible Verse. God’s plans are 
always good. Say,

[God says,]   Point up, then to mouth.
“I know the plans  Point to head.
I have for you.”  Point to others.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A TRAP AND 
A RELEASE

Daniel
Daniel 6
539 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God rescues us from danger.
BIBLE  VERSE 
[God] delivers and rescues. Daniel 6:27
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God rescues us from danger and the 
devil.
LAW & GOSPEL
Our enemy the devil pursues us like a roaring lion, trying to 
destroy us and separate us from God.
God delivers us from the attacks of the evil one by 
sending His Son, Jesus, to rescue us.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Daniel’s faithful service to King Darius while in exile 
results in Daniel’s promotion to be one of three presidents 
in Babylon. Prompted by political jealousy, the other lead-
ers convince Darius to sign a decree that everyone must 
worship only him.  
Daniel remains faithful to the true God, praying to Him 
three times daily. When the jealous leaders bring accusa-
tion against Daniel, Darius reluctantly condemns Daniel 
to the lions’ den. God’s angel shuts the lions’ mouths so 
Daniel remains unharmed. Darius acknowledges the power 
of the true God to all the people.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Daniel 6 and study notes in The Lutheran 
Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the introduction to the Book of 
Daniel in TLSB. There is much more to Daniel’s life 
than the lions’ den!

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Plastic animal figures

 ☐ Luther’s Small Catechism

 ☐ Vanilla wafers, frosting, mini chocolate chips

 ☐ Muffin liners

 ☐  Safety items such as oven mitts, safety 
goggles, bike helmet

 ☐ Books about public servants such as 
firefighters, nurses, police officers

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 3
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Think of a situation this week where God kept you 
safe (e.g., using seat belts). Today, we’re going to talk 
more about how God keeps us safe from harm.

 ☐ Lions are beautiful creatures, but they can be dan-
gerous and scary. What kinds of things besides lions 
scare you? (Record student responses in a place where 
they can see them.)

PRAY
Dear Lord, bless us as we come together to learn about Your Word and the amazing account of Daniel. Help us to 
learn how You promise to keep us from the prowling devil. In Your name we pray. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES  Appoint different students to be the 
different characters in this story: Daniel, King Darius, 
the scheming government officials, and the lions. As 
you read each section of events, have students act out 
what you have just read.

 ☐ FOR A MIX  OF AGES  Have the older students 
pretend that they are news reporters interviewing 
Daniel after this miraculous event. Have some students 
write questions, someone be the reporter, and someone 
be Daniel. Record a video of their account of this true 
event as if the reporters are sending this in “from the 
field.” Replay it for the class. Do not share it publicly 
without the permission of students and their families.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ Daniel prayed to God every day. When he was thrown 
into the lions’ den, do you think he prayed? When do 
you pray?

 ☐ Can you think of other miraculous rescues that God 
has done in the Bible?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Let children share their thoughts on prayer.
 ● Daniel’s prayer life was commendable, but the act of 

Daniel praying was not the “magic” trick that kept the 
lions from hurting him. The important thing to note is 
the object of Daniel’s prayer. He prayed to the one true 
God; that’s where the power lies.

 ● This is a true account of an event that really happened. 
Let children share some other true Bible events they 
remember. Even though we enjoy some of the picture 
books that illustrate this narrative for young chil-
dren, make sure students know that this is not “make 
believe” like many other picture books they have seen. 
Our God is real, powerful, and loving.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

God keeps us safe from harm and danger 
through Jesus, who rescues us from sin, 
death, and the devil.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Have children roar like a hungry lion when indicated.

Daniel was one of God’s people who had been taken to a 
land far away from his home. He was a good worker for the 
king of the land. Daniel believed in God and prayed to Him 
every day. The king’s other workers did not believe in God. 
They didn’t like that Daniel prayed to God. They wanted to 
get him into trouble. So they made a plan.

They went to the king and said, “We think you should 
make a law that says everyone should pray only to you. 
Anyone who prays to someone else should be thrown into a 
den of hungry lions!” Roar!

The king liked this idea, so he made it a new law. Do you 
think Daniel prayed to the king? No, Daniel knew praying 
to the king would be wrong. He knew we should pray only 
to God. So Daniel went on praying to God just as he had 
before. The king’s workers watched to see what Daniel 
would do. When they saw him kneeling by his window to 
pray to God, they hurried to the king. “Daniel is not obey-
ing the new law,” they said. 

The king was sad when he heard Daniel had broken the 

law. He liked Daniel. But he couldn’t change the law. He 
knew he had to put Daniel in the den of lions. Roar! “Pray 
to your God, Daniel. Ask Him to save you,” the king said. 
Then, the king’s helpers put Daniel in the den of lions. 
Roar!

The king went back to his palace. He couldn’t sleep 
that night. He thought Daniel would be eaten by all those 
hungry lions. Roar! The next morning, the king hurried 
to the lions’ den. “Daniel,” he shouted. “Did you pray to 
your God? Was He strong enough to protect you from the 
hungry lions?” 

Daniel answered, “Yes! God kept me safe. He sent His 
angel to keep the mouths of the hungry lions shut, so they 
could not hurt me.” 

Then, the king told everyone how God had protected 
Daniel and kept him safe. God watches over you and me 
too. He sent Jesus to save us from sin. He hears our prayers 
and keeps us safe.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Daniel was brought to Babylon as a young man during 

the exile after the fall of Jerusalem. Daniel was very wise 
and successful. He was a prophet of the one true God. After 
seventy years, God raised up two nations, the Medes and 
the Persians, to join together to capture the kingdom of 
Babylon. 

One of the new kings was named Darius. King Darius 
liked Daniel. In fact, King Darius liked Daniel so much that 
he made him ruler over one third of his kingdom. Since 
Daniel did so well with that third of the kingdom, Darius 
decided to make him ruler over all the land.

This made the other officials jealous. They wanted Dan-
iel’s power and glory. Even after they looked closely, they 
could not find a single bad thing Daniel had done. So they 
decided to make up something.

They told Darius he should command all the people in 
his kingdom to pray to no god but him for a whole month. 
Anyone who prayed to a different god would be thrown 
into a pit full of hungry lions. Darius did not know the one 
true God, so Darius was very pleased with this idea. He 
made the suggestion the law of the land.

Daniel read the new law but trusted God to protect him. 
He kept kneeling down in his house and praying to God 
just the way he had done for all those years. But the jealous 
leaders plotted against him and caught him while he was 
praying.

They rushed him to King Darius and told him that Daniel 
had broken his law and had to be thrown into the lions’ 
den. The king was very sorry and looked all day for some 
way to save Daniel, but his foolish law made it impossible. 
Sadly, he ordered his soldiers to put Daniel into the lions’ 
den. As they were putting him in, the king said, “May your 
God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” A large 
stone was brought and laid at the door to the cave or den, 
and it was sealed.

All that night, the king couldn’t sleep. Early the next 
morning, he rose and hurried to the den of lions. In a sad 
voice, he called, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver 
you from the lions?” Then, he listened closely.

Suddenly, a voice from behind the rock called, “O king, 
my God has sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and 
they have not harmed me.”

The king was so very happy! He ordered Daniel to be 
released from the lions’ den, and then he commanded his 
soldiers to throw the wicked rulers who had accused Daniel 
into the lions’ den. Before they reached the bottom, the 
lions killed them all.
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LEAVE
SAY
Praise God for His protection. Even when we have to go 
through very scary and challenging times, God is with 
us. Our verse for today reminds us of that: “[God] deliv-
ers and rescues.” Daniel 6:27

PRAY
Dear Lord, thank You for protecting us and delivering 
us from evil. You rescued us from sin by sending Your 
Son, Jesus. Just as Daniel was a witness to others in his 
community, help us to share Your Gospel message with 
others in our community. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

 ☐ Animal Sounds
Set out an assortment of plastic animal 
figures. Have children make the animal 
sounds and sort them into two piles: 
friendly animals like dogs, cows, and pigs, and wild 
animals like bears and lions. Some animals are friendly. 
Wild animals can be dangerous. Let children review 
how God protected Daniel from the lions.

 ☐ Bible Words Fun
Have children do the actions and say the response with 
you each time. Say,
When I’m scared and all alone, (Shake.)
Children: The Bible says, “God delivers and rescues.” 
He will keep us safe. (Hug self.)
Wh en I’m far away from home, (Walk in place.) 

Response.
When a big dog barks, (Woof.) Response.
When I’m afraid in the dark, (Shake.) Response.
Bec ause He loves me and you, (Point to self 

and others.) Response.
God will keep us safe! (Hug self.) Response.

 ☐ Play Dough Fears
Set out play dough and tools. Talk about 
fears and help children make things they 
are afraid of (spiders, snakes, dogs, clouds 
or raindrops for stormy weather). Say, All 
of us have things we are afraid of. God’s people in 
the Bible had scary things happen to them too. But 
God is bigger and more powerful than anything 
we’re scared of. He helps us when we’re afraid. Let 
the children smash their “fears.”

 ☐ Make Lion Cup Puppets
For each lion, have children use scissors to snip the 
edges of a muffin liner to look like a lion’s mane. 
Gently flatten the liners, and have children glue on 

wiggle eyes and draw a nose and 
mouth. Glue the liner to the bottom 
of a paper cup. Add a yarn tail.

 ☐ Safety Items
Show protective items (oven mitts, safety 
goggles, bike helmet) and pictures or 
storybooks about people who protect us 
(firefighters, police, doctors, lifeguards). 
Talk about how they all help us. God works through 
these things and people to protect us from getting 
hurt. God is the best protector of all. He keeps us safe. 

 ☐ Lion Face Snack
Make lion faces from vanilla wafers, frosting, and mini chocolate chips. Say, God shut the lions’ 
mouths so they couldn’t hurt Daniel. Talk about how God helps us with our fears and keeps us safe.

 ☐ Luther’s Morning Prayer
Read and pray together Luther’s Morning Prayer from 
the catechism. Note that there is also an 
evening prayer. Talk about regular prayers 
that we say and why they are important.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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HOMECOMING 
HOPES

Return
from Exile
Ezra 1:1–2;

7:11–28;
Nehemiah 2:1–8;

12:27–43
537–445 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God keeps His Word.
BIBLE  VERSE 
You are a gracious and merciful God. Nehemiah 9:31
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God keeps His Word in Jesus.
LAW & GOSPEL
We become discouraged by the effect of sin on our lives 
and we forget the promises of God.
God graciously and mercifully keeps His Word and
His promises in Jesus Christ.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
King Cyrus of Persia plans to [re]build a house for the
Lord in Jerusalem. When the temple is complete, King
Artaxerxes sends Ezra as priest and scribe to teach and lead 
the people. While serving in the household of Artaxerxes, 
Nehemiah convinces the king to send him to Jerusalem to 
repair the city wall.
Despite opposition from Israel’s neighbors, repairs are 
completed in record time. Nehemiah, Ezra, and the priests 
lead the people in a joyous rededication of the wall. As 
God’s people return to the Promised Land after a long and 
tragic exile, God demonstrates His faithfulness and points 
to even greater restoration in the Last Day.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Ezra 1:1–2; 7:11–28; Nehemiah 2:1–8; 
12:27–43 and study notes in The Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read page 730 in The Lutheran Study Bible 
to learn about Zerubbabel’s temple.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Tool

 ☐ Jingle bells

 ☐ Masking or painter’s tape

 ☐  Mixed fruit, such as diced apples, pineapple 
tidbits, and mandarin oranges

 ☐ Bowl and serving spoon

 ☐ Small paper plates or bowls and plastic forks

 ☐ Blocks

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 4
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ When you have been away from home playing at a 
friend’s house, how do you feel when you get home 
again? Today, we’ll hear how God’s people who lived 
far away from home got to go back home again.

 ☐ To help us remember who Ezra and Nehemiah were, 
let’s look at their jobs. We have a pencil, a Bible, and 
a tool. What kinds of jobs do you think they might 
have done? Ezra was a scribe and a priest. Nehemi-
ah was a governor and construction manager.

PRAY
Dear heavenly Father, bless our time together. Help us to learn how You kept Your promises to the people of Israel 
and how You keep Your word for us today. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use the following activity to talk about the Bible narrative 
after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES  Use the events listed below to help 
students act out the narrative. Act out different parts of 
the narrative in different places in your class space.

1.  King Cyrus let the people return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the temple.

2.  After a long time, a new king, Artaxerxes, gave a letter 
to Ezra, the scribe and priest, that said that any of 
God’s people still left in Babylon could return to Jeru-
salem.

3.  Nehemiah was working for King Artaxerxes and was 
told that Jerusalem was still in bad shape.

4.  King Artaxerxes sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem to over-
see the construction of the city walls.

5.  When the temple and walls were all finished, God’s 
people had a big celebration with two big choirs on top 
of the city walls to praise God.

6.  God kept his promise to return His people from exile 
back to Jerusalem.

7.  Four hundred years later, God sent His promised Son, 
our Savior, Jesus, to teach in the temple courts.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What promise did God keep to His people who were 
living in a country far away from home?

 ☐ How did God’s people celebrate when the temple was 
rebuilt?

 ☐ God used two kings, Cyrus and Artaxerxes, who were 
not believers in the one true God. Do you think God 
still does this today? How does He use people who 
don’t believe in Him to further the Gospel?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● God had promised that one day His people would 
return to their homeland. God kept that promise.

 ● The people sang praises and thanked God.
 ● God can and does work through people and situations 

today to spread His Gospel, even if the people are 
unbelievers or the situations are bad. For example, a 
tornado may destroy a house, but a volunteer worker 
could share the Gospel with a tornado victim.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

God keeps His Word. Because of Christ, He 
will one day take us to our eternal home.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Invite children to do the actions with you, or use blocks and toy figures for Ezra, Nehemiah, and the people 
to show the story action. Set up four blocks for the temple. Have children help you put blocks around it to make the wall. Have Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and the people walk along the wall to praise God.

God’s people had lived in a faraway land for a long time, 
but they remembered God’s promise: “You will have to live 
in Babylon for many years. Then, God will bring you back 
home again. He has good plans for you.” 

Did God forgot about His people? No! God loved them. 
God does not forget His promises. He does what He says 
He will do. It was time to bring His people home. A new 
king had taken over Babylon now. God worked in this new 
king’s heart. The king gave God’s people money and trea-
sures. He told them, “Go home and rebuild God’s house.” 

Many of God’s people started the long journey home. 
Walk, walk, walk. But when they got to Jerusalem, they were 
sad because God’s house—the temple-church—and the 
city walls were all broken down. Their leaders said, “Don’t 
be sad. God is with us. He will help us build the temple 
and the city walls again.” So the people got to work. They 
started to build their temple-church again. Hammer, saw, 
pound. They wanted to go there to worship God. 

Later, one of God’s helpers, Ezra, led more of God’s 
people home. Walk, walk, walk. Ezra knew God’s Word. He 
went home to teach the people about God and His love. 
Nehemiah was another man who helped rebuild Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah served a king, but he wanted to be in Jerusalem. 
He was sad that Jerusalem’s city walls were broken. When 

the king saw he was sad, he told Nehemiah he could go 
home to help. So Nehemiah led another group of people 
home. Walk, walk, walk. Together, they rebuilt the city 
walls. Hammer, saw, pound.

Now everything was new again. The temple was rebuilt. 
The houses and city wall were fixed. God had kept His 
promise to bring His people back home. The people knew 
God does what He says He will do. They knew He would 
also keep His promise to send a Savior. They were so 
happy! They wanted to celebrate and praise God. Choirs 
and singers met at the wall. Ezra led one group of singers 
up on the wall. Priests came behind them, playing trum-
pets and cymbals. Toot, toot, clang! Nehemiah led another 
choir on the wall. God’s people followed the choir. At the 
temple-church, the priests made sacrifices and the people 
asked God to forgive them. Everyone sang happy praises to 
God and thanked Him for all His blessings. 

Many years later, God kept another promise. He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Jesus would ride into Jerusa-
lem to save us from our sins. We praise and thank God, too, 
for all His blessings, especially for sending Jesus to be our 
Savior. 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
The people of Judah lived in exile for seventy years. God 

led them with prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel. He pro-
tected them with people like Daniel and Esther. Finally, the 
time came for them to return and rebuild the city of Jeru-
salem and the temple of their God.

God led King Cyrus to let the people of Judah return 
home. He gave the priests and leaders many things Nebu-
chadnezzar had taken out of Solomon’s old temple. The 
Jews would use these items in the new temple. 

 It took about twenty years to rebuild the temple, but it 
was not nearly as nice as the original temple.

  About fifty years after the decree of King Cyrus, a new 
king, Artaxerxes, gave a letter to a scribe and prophet, Ezra. 
The letter said that any of God’s people who were left in 
exile could return to Jerusalem. He also gave them silver 
and gold to refresh the temple. Ezra came back to Jerusa-
lem to lead God’s people. He restored the worship services 
at the temple and encouraged the Jews to serve God and 
bring Him their offerings and sacrifices.

 More than ten years after that, Nehemiah, one of God’s 
people born in exile and a trusted aide to King Artaxerxes, 
learned that Jerusalem was still in bad shape. The walls 

of the city were piles of rubble and enemies were making 
life hard for the Jews living there. So King Artaxerxes gave 
Nehemiah permission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the city walls. Judah was back up on its feet again. 

 Nehemiah went to Jerusalem and inspired the people 
to work hard and rebuild Jerusalem. There were many dan-
gers, so God’s people built the walls with a weapon in one 
hand and their tools in the other hand. Nehemiah oversaw 
the construction. Ezra served as their priest.

 When all the work was finished, God’s people cele-
brated God’s faithfulness with a huge celebration. Two big 
choirs sang on the top of the walls, giving thanks and prais-
ing God. Great joy filled Jerusalem.

Over four hundred years would go by before the New 
Testament began and Jesus came as God had promised to 
Adam and Eve and to so many others. The world changed 
a lot in that time too. But this new temple would still be 
standing in Jerusalem, remodeled and beautiful, waiting 
for God’s promised Son, our Savior, to be born and to come 
and teach in its courts.
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LEAVE
SAY
Praise God for His faithfulness to His people then and 
to His people now. We are God’s people! We know that 
God keeps His word in Jesus.

PRAY
Thank You, heavenly Father, for keeping Your promise 
to send a Savior, Your Son, Jesus. Bless us this week as 
we live as Your redeemed children. Help us to share 
this wonderful good news with others. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen

 ☐ Make Praise Instruments
Give children two paper plates and stickers to decorate 
the outside of the plates. Place the plates together, so 
there is a space between them. Tape or staple together. 
Punch about six holes around the outside. 
Thread and tie pieces of yarn through the 
holes. Tie jingle bells to the ends of the 
yarn. Shake instruments like tambourines.

 ☐ Move and Praise
Have children line up against a wall. Make a tape line 
on the opposite side of the room and pretend it is 
the wall of Jerusalem. Say, Let’s pretend we are the 
people going home to fix the wall. Listen, and I will 
tell you how to go. Give a color that children are wear-
ing and how they can move (e.g., “If you are wearing 
blue, take big steps to the wall). When children are all 
to the “wall,” hand out rhythm instruments or other 
noisemakers for them to 
play and praise God. ☐ Sing and Praise

Say, Ezra and Nehemiah led God’s 
people in praising God. We can praise 
God too. Sing to the tune of “Here We 
Go Round the Mulberry Bush”: 
This is the way we praise our God (cup hands around 
mouth), praise our God, praise our God. This is the 
way we praise our God. Jesus is our Savior. 
This is the way we stomp our feet (stomp feet) . . . 
This is the way we jump for joy (jump) . . .

 ☐ Church Research
Research ancient churches online to see how churches 
have changed and stayed the same since the time of the 
temple in Jerusalem. If your church has changed over 

the years, bring in pictures from different 
time periods. Invite a long-time member 
to come talk about those changes.

 ☐ Bible Verse Fun
Read the verse from Nehemiah 9:31 in your Bible: 
“You are a gracious and merciful God.” Set blocks 
in front of the children. Have them take turns picking 
up a block and setting it on another block 
to make a wall. For each block they place, 
have them say a word of the Bible verse. 
Repeat till all have had a turn.

 ☐ Mixed Fruit Snack
Give children a variety of cut-up fruit (e.g., diced apples, pineapple tidbits, and mandarin oranges). 
Let children work together to mix and serve it. Talk about how the people worked together to 
rebuild the wall. Then, they praised and thanked God for bringing them home. Thank God for your 
snack and the hands that mixed and served it!

 ☐ Hear Ye, Hear Ye Scrolls
Make scrolls with paper. Write a letter 
to God’s people today. What do people 
need to know about Jesus? If possible, 
visit the adult Bible class to read the 
scrolls and boldly share the important news.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A NATIVITY 
NIGHT

Jesus’ Birth
Luke 2:1–20

3 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God sent our Savior, Christ the Lord.
BIBLE  VERSE 
For unto you is born . . . a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God sent our Savior, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, to be born as a human baby.
LAW & GOSPEL
We are all sinners and in need of a Savior.
God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to be born into this 
world to be our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
where a simple stable serves as the birthplace for the 
promised Christ Child. Angelic hosts announce the birth of 
the Savior to simple shepherds, who hasten to worship the 
child. Having seen the Savior in the flesh, the shepherds 
quickly spread the news of His birth. This is the moment 
that creation has been waiting for since God first promised 
a Savior to the first sinners, Adam and Eve.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Luke 2:1–20 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the article “Life, Lyrics, and the 
Lord’s First Steps” on page 1705 in TLSB to learn 
more about the “infancy narratives” in Luke.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Nativity props

 ☐ Nativity set

 ☐ Sandpaper

 ☐ Swaddled baby doll

 ☐ Illustrated Christmas books

 ☐ Cupcakes, frosting, plastic knives, sprinkles

 ☐ Birthday decorations

 ☐ Christmas cards

 ☐ Christmas cookie cutters

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 5
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ What do you like best about Christmas? Today, we 
are going to learn about the first Christmas Day.

 ☐ Where were you born? Do you remember? Of course 
you don’t remember, but maybe you’ve heard 
stories about that day. It’s a big deal when a baby 
is born into a family. Sometimes it’s a little hard to 
image that our God would humble Himself to be a 
baby and come into our world like this. But He did! 
Let’s learn more about this incredible, special event!

PRAY
Glory to You, God, for keeping Your promise to send a Savior. We praise and thank You for the gift of Jesus. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or more of the following activities to talk about 
the Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  You do the 
reading while they act out the events. Help them repeat 
after you the “Glory to God in the Highest” part.

 ☐ FOR A MIX  OF AGES Have older students read the 
account from Scripture while you help the younger 
students act out the parts of Mary, Joseph, the animals, 
the angels, and the shepherds. If you have props left 
over from a Christmas service, use those for added 
excitement.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES Bring in a nativity set that you are 
comfortable with students touching and moving. Have 
students move the pieces around to tell the story.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What is your favorite part of the story of Jesus’ birth?

 ☐ Why do you think Luke included the details of Jesus’ 
birth in His Gospel?

 ☐ If you could go back in time and be at this event, who 
would you most like to be? Why? (And no, you can’t be 
Jesus; He’s the Son of God.)

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Let children share their thoughts.
 ● Luke begins this account with these historical details to 

anchor it to historical events. Jesus was a real man who 
lived at a specific time and place.

 ● Jesus humbled Himself to be a human baby. This is a 
huge deal! After all, Jesus is God. What are babies like? 
Can they do anything on their own? Would you be 
willing to make yourself less than you are in order to 
help others? Jesus was both fully man and fully God—a 
mystery we can’t understand.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus, true God and true man, is the 
ultimate fulfillment of all of God’s promises.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Ask children to join in on the sounds in the story. Talk about other senses—things you might see, smell, 
touch, or taste the night Jesus was born.

Christmas is a special time! It’s the day we celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday. The day you were born was special too. 
Your mom and dad were so happy you were born. Maybe 
visitors like your grandma and grandpa or other people 
came to see you in the hospital. Everyone thanked God 
for you! Jesus’ birth was very special too. But Jesus wasn’t 
born in a hospital. He was born in a stable, a barn for ani-
mals. That’s a funny place for a little baby to be born, isn’t 
it? Let’s find out how this happened! 

For many years, God promised to send a Savior. The 
people waited and waited. When the time was right, God 
sent an angel to tell Mary, “You will have a special baby—
baby Jesus. He is My Son. I am sending Him to be the 
Savior of the world!” What good news! 

Before Jesus was born, the ruler of the country said 
Joseph and Mary must go to Bethlehem, the city where 
Joseph was born. The ruler wanted to count all the people 
in the country. Joseph loaded a donkey with their things 
and they started on their trip. Clippety clop, clippety clop 
went the donkey. When they got to Bethlehem, it was full 
of people! Joseph went from place to place. He knocked on 
the doors. Knock, knock. But he couldn’t find even one little  
 

room for Mary to lie down and rest. After looking for a long 
time, one kind man said they could stay in his stable. 

The stable had cows and sheep. Moo, went the cows. Baa, 
went the sheep. That night, baby Jesus was born. Mary 
wrapped Him tightly in some cloths. Joseph put some 
clean hay in a manger. Then, they put little baby Jesus in 
the manger to sleep. 

Not far away, some shepherds were out in the fields, 
taking care of their sheep. It was quiet and dark. All of a 
sudden, the sky grew bright. The shepherds were afraid! 
Do you know what they saw? It wasn’t a wild animal. It 
was an angel! “Don’t be afraid,” the angel said. “I have 
good news for all people. The Savior, Christ the Lord, was 
born tonight. You will find Him in Bethlehem, lying in a 
manger.” Then, the whole sky was filled with angels who 
praised God for His gift of baby Jesus, His Son. “Glory to 
God in the highest!” they said.

When the angels left, the shepherds hurried to find baby 
Jesus. They were so happy to see Him! They praised God 
for the gift of His Son. Then, they went back to care for 
their sheep. Along the way, they told everyone they met 
that God had sent Jesus to be our Savior! 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Joseph and Mary were living and working in Nazareth 

when suddenly a command came from the emperor of 
Rome, Caesar Augustus. Luke wrote, “In those days a 
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. . . . And all went to be registered, each 
to his own town” (Luke 2:1, 3). 

Caesar wanted to count how many people were in his 
empire. So Joseph had to go to his family’s hometown, the 
little town of Bethlehem, the home of his ancestor David. 

Joseph and Mary left Nazareth and made their way to 
Bethlehem. By the time they arrived, the little town was 
full of Jewish descendants of David who had come to town 
to be counted. Joseph looked around for a place where 
he and Mary could stay, but it was a small town and he 
couldn’t find any good place for Mary to have her baby. 
Every guest room was full. 

Since he couldn’t find a place inside a house or building, 
Joseph was forced to take Mary into a cave or stable where 
work animals like donkeys and oxen were kept. That’s 
where Mary had her baby, God’s own Son. 

When Jesus was born, Mary wrapped Him in strips of 
cloth and laid Him in a manger, a feeding trough for ani-
mals. 

In the fields outside of Bethlehem, shepherds were 
watching their sheep in the night. Suddenly, an angel 
appeared to them, shining in glory. An even brighter glory 
of God shone all around them. The shepherds were filled 
with fear.

But the angel told them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.”

What an amazing moment for the shepherds! The 
long-promised Savior had finally come!

When the angel finished, suddenly the sky was filled with 
angels who praised God and said, “Glory be to God on 
high, and on the earth, peace among those with whom He 
is pleased.”

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds left 
their sheep and rushed off at once into Bethlehem to find 
the baby. When they found Him, they told Mary and Joseph 
what the angel had said to them. 

 Then, the shepherds went back to the fields, but they 
didn’t keep the great news to themselves. The angel had 
said this good news was for all the people—and it would 
bring great joy to all who heard and believed God’s promise 
to save them.
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LEAVE
SAY
Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior. 
He is our best Christmas gift! Help us tell others about 
our Savior’s birth. Amen.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for coming at Christmas as a 
humble, human baby to be our Savior and King. Help us 
to share that wonderful good news with everyone! In 
Your name we pray. Amen

 ☐ Christmas Finger Play
Have children repeat your words and actions:
Here’s Jesus’ mother, Mary (little finger), and 
Joseph stands so tall (ring finger). Now two 
shepherds from the field (middle and pointer 
fingers). Do we have them all? We’re missing baby 
Jesus (thumb), born on Christmas Day. Happy birth-
day, Jesus, is what we have to say! (Wave.)

 ☐ Shepherds Go to Bethlehem
Have children sit in a circle. Put a swaddled doll (baby 
Jesus) in the center. Choose a child to be a shepherd. 
Have children chant, Shepherd, shepherd, where are 
you going? The shepherd answers, I’m going to Beth-
lehem. The shepherd walks around the circle and taps 
two children on the shoulder. They follow the shep-
herd around the circle once. Then, they 
kneel, facing “baby Jesus.” Repeat with 
a new shepherd until all the children 
are kneeling. Sing “Away in a Manger.” ☐ Christmas Shapes

Cut Christmas shapes from sandpaper 
(e.g., bell, star, manger). Have children put 
a piece of white paper over the sandpaper 
shapes. Take the paper off thick crayons 
and show children how to rub the side of 
the crayon on the paper to make shapes appear. 
 Say, At Christmas, we celebrate Jesus’ birth. How 
do your shape pictures tell about Jesus?

 ☐ Birthday Party for Jesus
Decorate the room for a birthday party. Let families 
know before class to bring gifts for babies in local 
homeless shelters or crisis pregnancy centers. Have 
children write “Jesus loves you!” on 
Christmas cards to be sent with the baby 
items. Enjoy birthday cupcakes together 
and sing to Jesus.

 ☐ Play Dough Christmas Shapes
Set out play dough and Christmas cookie cutters. 
Include crosses, stars, angels, and other 
shapes that tell about Jesus. Review the 
meaning of the shapes children make and 
how they are connected to baby Jesus’ 
birth.

 ☐ Happy Birthday Jesus! Snack
Set out cupcakes, napkins, plastic knives, and sprinkles. Let children frost their own birthday cupcake. 
Sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. Talk about how people get gifts for their birthdays. Remind them that 
Jesus is God’s gift to us because He gives us the gift of forgiveness and eternal life.

 ☐ Christmas Book Time
Bring in a collection of illustrated Christmas 
books—no matter their age, kids love these. 
Let older children read to younger children. 
Let little ones tell you the story of Jesus’ birth as they 
look at the pictures.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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WISE MEN 
WORSHIP

Magi
Matthew 2

2 BC

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Jesus is God.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down. Psalm 95:6
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus is true God and also came to us as 
a man.
LAW & GOSPEL
We neglect to spend time in worship and God’s Word.
God lovingly guides us to His Word, which points us to 
the Word incarnate, Jesus Christ.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Through a star, His Word, and a dream, God leads these
Gentile scholars to worship the Christ. Heeding the warn-
ing of another dream, Joseph immediately flees with his 
young family to the safety of Egypt. When Herod’s insane 
jealously dies with him, the Holy Family returns home to 
Nazareth, fulfilling more prophecy of the Promised One.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Matthew 2 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Look up corresponding prophecies that 
align with the one mentioned in verse 6, including 
Micah 5:2; Ezekiel 34:23; and 2 Samuel 5.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Flashlight

 ☐ Card stock

 ☐ Sandpaper

 ☐  Sugar cookies or cheese slices cut with a star 
cookie cutter, plus crackers; or apple slices cut 
horizontally to show “star” in the middle

 ☐ Pony beads

 ☐ Pinking shears

 ☐ 5 × 5-inch festive fabric squares

 ☐ Ribbon

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 6
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ What is a favorite gift you got at Christmas? Today, 
we are going to hear more about some special gifts.

 ☐ If you were going on a long trip without knowing 
exactly where you were going, what could you use 
to help find the way? Record student responses where 
students can see them.

PRAY
Glory to You, God, for keeping Your promise to send a Savior. We praise and thank You for the gift of Jesus. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or more of the following activities to talk about 
the Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  As you read, 
have students stand in a circle all facing one direction. 
Every time you read an action word describing walking, 
traveling, and the like, have students take two steps 
forward as they walk around the circle.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Encourage 
students to act out the different characters and move-
ments within the account. One group could be the holy 
family in Bethlehem, one group could be the Wise Men, 
one could be Herod and his advisors, and so forth. Des-
ignate a location for Jerusalem, Egypt, and Nazareth.

 ☐ FOR A MIX  OF AGES Have the older students work 
together to make up simple true-or-false questions for 
the younger students, based on this account. Then, 
have the older students help everyone review the 
lesson, using the questions they created.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ How did the Wise Men worship Jesus? How do you 
worship Jesus?

 ☐ What gifts did the Wise Men give Jesus? How do you 
think these helped His family?

 ☐ How does this account demonstrate God’s love for all 
people everywhere?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● The Wise Men bowed down and gave Jesus gifts. Let 
children talk about the ways they worship Jesus.

 ● The Wise Men gave gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Most likely, Joseph was able to use money from these 
items to help support his family when they fled to 
Egypt.

 ● The three gifts from the Wise Men remind us of 
Christ’s roles: the gold for King, the incense for great 
High Priest, and the myrrh for Jesus’ death and resur-
rection to be our Savior.

 ● Jesus came to be the Savior of all people, including you 
and me and the Gentile Wise Men, as well as for the 
Jews. 

CHRIST  CONNECTION

The visit of the Wise Men shows that the 
good news of the Savior’s birth is for all 
people.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: After you read the story together, pretend you are the Wise Men riding their camels to see Jesus. Use a 
flashlight as a pretend star to lead the way around the room as you act out their journey. 

Do you remember what the shepherds saw in the sky 
when Jesus was born? Angels! God sent the angels to tell 
them, “The Savior, Christ the Lord, was born tonight.” 
What did the shepherds do when they heard this news? 
They hurried to find Jesus and knelt down to worship Him! 

God wanted people who lived far away to know about 
baby Jesus too. So He put a bright new star in the sky. 
Some Wise Men who lived far away from Bethlehem saw 
the star. “This star is telling us that a newborn king has 
come,” said the Wise Men. What do you think the Wise 
Men did?

They said, “Let’s go and see the Savior-King!” They 
packed food and clothes for the long trip and put it on their 
camels. They took along some gifts for Jesus too. Bumpity 
bump, bumpity bump. The Wise Men rode on their camels 
for many days and nights. They crossed deserts and rivers 
and mountains. They followed the bright, shining star 
all the way to the land where Jesus was born. When they 
got there, they asked some people, “Where is Jesus, the 
Savior?” But no one knew. Finally, someone told them, 

“The Bible says that the Savior will be born in Bethlehem.” 
The Wise Men headed for Bethlehem. When they got 

near it, the star moved in front of them and showed them 
the way. Then, it stopped above the house where Mary and 
Joseph and Jesus were staying. The Wise Men got down 
from their camels and went into the house. Who did they 
see? Yes, it was Jesus with His mother, Mary! The Wise 
Men knelt down in front of Jesus and worshiped Him. 
Then, they gave Him some gold and perfume for gifts. 
These were special gifts for a king! When the Wise Men 
went back home, they were happy. They had seen God’s 
Son! 

God sent Jesus to be the Savior of all people every-
where—people like the shepherds who visited Jesus the 
night He was born and people far away like the Wise Men 
who came later from a place faraway from Bethlehem. 
Jesus was born to be our Savior and King. He was born for 
us and everyone! We are happy Jesus loves us and is our 
Savior. We can worship Him, too, and tell others so they 
will know Jesus is their Savior too.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
When Jesus was born, God His Father put a special star 

up in the sky. Far away in the East, a group of Wise Men 
saw it. They gathered gifts together and started following 
its light. The star led them to the land of Israel. When they 
reached the big city of Jerusalem, they visited King Herod 
and asked where they could find the baby who was born 
the King of the Jews. 

Some people called this king Herod the Great because 
he spent many years improving the temple that the exiles 
rebuilt when they returned from to Jerusalem. But Herod 
was a very nervous king. He didn’t want anyone to take his 
kingdom away from him. When the Wise Men said the King 
of the Jews had been born, he got really scared.

King Herod knew the Jewish people were expecting a 
Savior. So he asked the priests where the Christ Child was 
to be born. They read to him the words of the prophet 
Micah, “And you, O Bethlehem . . . from you shall come a 
ruler who will shepherd My people Israel” (Micah 5:2). 

Herod told the Wise Men to go to Bethlehem and search 
carefully for the child. When they found Him, he wanted 
them to come back and tell him so he could go and worship 
Him too. But Herod did not want to worship the baby like 
they did—he wanted to kill Him!

The Wise Men left Herod and started on their way to 
Bethlehem. And then they saw the star again. They were 
extremely happy because they knew they would see this 
baby king very soon. 

You might think Jesus was still lying in the manger, but 
by the time the Wise Men came to Bethlehem, Matthew 
tells us that Joseph and Mary were living in a house with 
Jesus. The Wise Men came in and saw Joseph and Mary and 
the child Jesus. They opened their treasures and gave Jesus 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. When God warned them 
not to go back to Herod, they went back to their country 
by a different route. Herod was angry when the Wise Men 
didn’t come back. He decided to kill every baby boy in 
Bethlehem so he wouldn’t lose his kingdom. But Herod was 
not smarter than God. In a dream, an angel told Joseph to 
take Jesus and Mary to Egypt because Herod would soon 
try to kill Him.

They stayed in Egypt until an angel told them King 
Herod the Great was dead and it was safe to take Jesus 
back to Israel. On the way back, however, Joseph learned 
that Herod’s son Archelaus was ruling over Judea. That 
made Joseph afraid to take Jesus back to Israel. When God 
warned Joseph in a dream, Joseph took Mary and Jesus 
back to Nazareth. Since Jesus grew up there, most people 
knew Him as Jesus of Nazareth. 
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LEAVE
SAY
Praise God for giving us our Savior. Through the visit of 
the Wise Men and the exile into Egypt, God protected 
His Son and kept His promise to send the Savior.

PRAY
Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son, our 
Savior. Help us to see how You send Your Word to all 
humankind. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Star Necklace
Cut a star for each child from cardstock. Let children 
add a sticker of Jesus and add glitter glue, sequins, and 
other decorations to the star. Punch a hole, 
and thread with yarn to make a necklace. 
Add pony beads, if desired. Say, The Wise 
Men saw the star shining over the house 
where baby Jesus was. This star shines 
over your heart, where Jesus lives today.

 ☐ Shepherds Go to Bethlehem
Hide a baby Jesus from a nativity in the room. Say, The 
Wise Men followed a star to find the baby Jesus. We 
can too. Hold up a paper star and lead children around 
the room, singing this song to the tune of “Here We 
Go Round the Mulberry Bush”: Let’s follow the star 
wherever it goes, wherever it goes, wherever it 
goes. Let’s follow the star wherever it 
goes. We’re looking for baby Jesus. When 
you find the hidden figure, say a prayer of 
thanks to God for sending our Savior, Jesus.

 ☐ A Star and a Savior
Trace a star onto paper. Cut it out while 
talking. Say, What is the shape I’m cutting 
out? Yes, it’s star. God made all the stars 
in the sky. God made all the people in the 
world. When Jesus was born, a star led 
people to Jesus. God wanted them to know that 
Jesus was born for them too. God loves all people. 
He wants everyone to know Jesus and to be saved. 

 ☐ Starry Worship
Write STAR on a star cutout. Point to each letter and 
talk about what it means for worship.  
S stands for Sing. Sing a favorite Christmas song.  
T stands for Thanks. Say a prayer of thanks to God.  
A stands for Adore. Praise Jesus with a 
heart of love.  
R stands for Rejoice. Use rhythm instru-
ments and sing!

 ☐ Potpourri Gifts
Use pinking shears to cut 5 × 5-inch fabric squares 
in festive prints. Give each child a small amount of 
potpourri to add to a fabric square. Tie with ribbon. 
Talk about the sweet-smelling gifts the 
Wise Men gave to Jesus. Encourage chil-
dren to give their gift to someone and 
tell that person about Jesus.

 ☐ Star Snack
Serve a star-shaped snack such as star-shaped sugar cookies, cheese slices cut with star-shaped 
cookie cutters and served with crackers, or apple slices cut to show the “star” inside. Ask children 
to retell the Bible account of how the star led the Wise Men to Jesus. 

 ☐ Stars in the Bible
Have students cut stars from yellow 
paper. Use your Bible or online tools 
to look up Bible verses about stars. 
Have students write the verses on the 
stars and then post them in your classroom area.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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CLAIMED 
AND TESTED

Jesus’ Baptism
and Temptation

Luke 3:15–22;
4:1–13
AD 29

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God’s beloved Son was baptized and tempted for us.
BIBLE  VERSE 
[God says,] “I have called you by name, you are Mine.”
Isaiah 43:1
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God’s beloved Son was baptized and 
tempted for our sake.
LAW & GOSPEL
We are continually tempted by the devil and cannot keep
God’s Law.
The baptized Jesus resisted the devil’s temptations and 
kept God’s Law on our behalf.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
At Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist, the 
heavens open, the Spirit descends, and the Father speaks, 
“You are My beloved Son.” This pivotal moment marks the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, and it creates an incredible 
connection to Jesus’ life (and death and resurrection) and 
our own.
Jesus goes from the waters of Baptism to the wilderness, 
where He faces a series of temptations from the devil. 
Jesus resists each as He speaks the truth of God’s Word 
against the lies of Satan, remaining the perfect Son of
God in our place.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Luke 3:15–22; 4:1–13 and study notes in 
The Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the explanation of Part 2 of the 
Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, especially 
Questions 162–69, in Luther’s Small Catechism with 
Explanation (CPH, 2017).

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Bowl of water

 ☐ Blue and white tissue-paper squares

 ☐ Masking tape

 ☐ Blue finger gelatin

 ☐  Baptismal items such as a shell, Baptism 
banner, baptismal cloth, candle, baptismal 
gown

 ☐ The Screwtape Letters book by C. S. Lewis

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 7
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ What happens when someone is baptized in church? 
Today, we will talk about Jesus’ Baptism.

 ☐ Show a small bowl of water. Say, In Baptism, water 
and God’s Word washes away sin and makes a 
person God’s child. Today, we’ll hear about Jesus’ 
Baptism. Jesus was baptized to show that He had 
come to be our Savior.

PRAY
Dear God, thank You for making us part of Your Church family. Help us listen and learn more about Your love for 
us. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER Have a 
bowl of water nearby as you tell the story. When you 
say “water,” scoop up the water and let it run through 
your fingers. Involve the children too. Have them say, 
“Splash, splash,” and clap their hands whenever they 
hear the word water.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Talk about and 
review the basics of these two events: the who, what, 
and where. Ask children to work in pairs to write their 
own review questions. Gather the questions and play a 
game using the questions.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ Who spoke from heaven when Jesus was baptized? 
What did He say? Who descended in the form of a 
dove?

 ☐ Many of us were baptized as infants and don’t remem-
ber it. We might have pictures, but no real memories. If 
we don’t remember it, does it still have power?

 ☐ What happened when the devil tempted Jesus? What 
happens when the devil tempts us?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● God the Father spoke when Jesus was baptized. He 
said, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well 
pleased.” The Holy Spirit descended in the form of a 
dove.

 ● It doesn’t matter whether we remember our Baptism. 
The power of Baptism doesn’t come from us, it comes 
from God.

 ● Jesus did not give in to temptation. Jesus never sinned. 
Jesus helps us resist temptation, but sometimes we still 
give in and sin. 

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus did what we could not—He resisted 
temptation and defeated Satan. In His 
Baptism, He took our sins upon Himself.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Have children say, “Splash, splash” and clap each time you say “water.”

Jesus grew and grew. Now He was a big man. It was time 
for Him to start doing the work God the Father had sent 
Him to do. Do you know what this work was? Jesus came to 
show us how to live as God’s child. He came to die and rise 
again for our sins so we can live with Him in heaven some-
day. God wanted everyone to know Jesus was His Son and 
that He had this special work to do. So even though Jesus 
never sinned, it was part of God’s special plan that Jesus 
was baptized. How do you think this happened?

This is how: One day, Jesus walked to the Jordan River. 
A man named John was there. He taught people about 
God’s love. He told them, “God wants you to stop sinning. 
He wants to forgive all your sins. Come and be baptized!” 
Many people were sorry for their sins and asked John to 
baptize them. So John baptized them in the water of the 
Jordan River. Jesus walked up to John. He said, “I want you 
to baptize Me too.” 

John was surprised! He knew Jesus had never done any-
thing wrong. He said, “Jesus, I shouldn’t baptize You. I am 
the one who needs to be baptized.” But Jesus told John it 
was part of God’s plan for Him to be baptized. Jesus didn’t 
have any sins to wash away. But Jesus wanted to do all 
things the right way. He wanted to show us how to live as 
children of God. So John and Jesus went into the water, 
and John baptized Jesus.

When Jesus was baptized, something important hap-

pened. God the Holy Spirit came to Jesus from heaven in 
the form of a dove. Then, God the Father spoke! He said, 
“Jesus is My Son. I love Him. I am pleased with Him.” God 
wanted everyone to know that He had sent His Son, Jesus, 
to be our Savior.

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into 
a rocky desert area. Jesus had a hard job to do there. He 
was tired and hungry, but there was no food to eat there. 
God’s enemy, the devil, came and tried to trick Him. He 
tempted Jesus to make stones turn into bread! Jesus could 
have done that, but Jesus didn’t let the devil trick Him. He 
said, “We need God’s Word more than we need bread.” 
The devil tempted Jesus two more times. But every time, 
Jesus used God’s Word to say no to the devil. Every time, 
He obeyed God’s Law and didn’t sin. Then, the devil went 
away and God sent angels to take care of Jesus.

Jesus was baptized as part of God’s plan. It is also part 
of God’s plan for people everywhere to be baptized with 
water and God’s Word. Through Baptism, God washes 
away our sins and makes us His children. God knows that 
our enemy, the devil, tempts us to sin even though we 
belong to God. Lots of times, we do sin. But God’s Son, 
Jesus, has more power than the devil. Jesus never sinned. 
He kept God’s Law for us. Then, He was punished on the 
cross to pay for our sins. Because Jesus did this for us, God 
forgives our sins and gives us a home in heaven! 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
For many years, the people of God had been waiting 

for the promised Messiah. It had been a long time since 
a prophet from God had spoken. Then, John came. He 
preached about sin and told people that they needed to 
repent. 

Some people wondered if John was the Christ. No, he 
was not the Christ. He knew it was his job to point people 
to Jesus as the Messiah. Later, John would be thrown in jail 
for speaking the truth to King Herod.

John baptized many people. One day, Jesus came to 
the Jordan River to be baptized by John. After Jesus was 
baptized, He prayed. While He was praying, the heavens 
opened and the Holy Spirit came down on Him like a dove. 
A voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with 
You I am well pleased.”

Right after Jesus was baptized in the Jordan, the Holy 
Spirit led Him into the wilderness for forty days. While He 
was there, He did not eat. When the forty days were over, 
Jesus was hungry. 

The devil came to tempt Jesus, saying “If You are the Son 
of God, turn these stones into bread.”

Jesus didn’t want the devil’s bread. Jesus said, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’ ”

Then, the devil tempted Jesus again. He took Jesus up to 
a very high place and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world. The devil said, “All these kingdoms will be Yours if 
You will worship me.”

Jesus did not need the devil’s power to rule. He answered 
the devil with God’s Word again. Jesus said, “It is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him.’ ”

The devil tried to tempt Jesus a third time. He took Jesus 
to the top of the temple and said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, jump down from here. For it is written, ‘Your 
angels will take care of you. They will not let you strike 
your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus knew that the devil was twisting and changing 
God’s Word. Jesus answered the devil with God’s true 
Word. Jesus said, “It is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ ”

After that, the devil left Jesus until another time. 
Jesus lived a perfect life. He never sinned, not even once.
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LEAVE
SAY
Jesus was baptized and tempted for us. He loves us so 
very much that He took our place when we deserved 
nothing but punishment for our sins.

PRAY
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for claiming us as 
Your own through the waters of Holy Baptism. Thank 
You for helping us when the devil tempts us. Thank You 
for the forgiveness You offer when we fail. In Jesus’ 
holy name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Baptism Craft
Give each child a piece of paper with a 
simple shell or dove drawn on it. Have chil-
dren glue squares of blue and white tissue 
paper onto the shapes. Write “[Child’s 
name] is God’s Child” at the top. Say, In 
Baptism, God calls us by name and washes us clean 
from sin. He makes us His children and promises to 
forgive all the wrong things we say and do. 

 ☐ Jordan River Game
Make a masking-tape line for the Jordan River. Play the 
game “Red rover, red rover, let [child’s name] come 
over.” Tell children when they hear their name, they 
should pretend they are going to the Jordan River. You 
will tell them how to come over (e.g., bunny hop, skip, 
jump, bear crawl, giant steps). When everyone is at the 
“Jordan,” talk about Jesus’ Baptism 
and also about God making us His 
children in Baptism. He calls us by 
name. We belong to Him.

 ☐ Baptism Reminder
Have a bowl of water. Let children take turns dipping 
the water as you show them how to make the sign of 
the cross. Teach them to say the Invocation: In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Talk about hearing these words when 
someone is baptized and at the beginning of 
church each week.

 ☐ Baptism Object Lesson
Show objects that are used in your church for a 
Baptism, such as a small dish of water, a shell, 
a Baptism banner, a baptismal cloth, a candle, 
and a baptismal gown. Ask children what they 
remember about their Baptism or the Baptism 
of someone they’ve seen.

 ☐ The Screwtape Letters
If you have older children, read an excerpt from the 
book The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis. In this Chris-
tian apologetic novel, Lewis uses fictitious letters from 
the devil to his nephew to point out the 
many ways that the devil tries to tempt 
humankind.

 ☐ Water-Colored Snack
Serve blue finger gelatin cut in the shape of crosses, shells, or people. Talk about how in Baptism, the 
pastor makes a cross over the person’s head and heart. He uses water and God’s Word to wash away 
sin and make the person God’s child.

 ☐ Temptation of Jesus Poster
Make a stick-figure poster illustrating 
the three ways the devil tempted Jesus. 
Include the words Jesus said as He 
resisted and rejected the devil’s tempta-
tions.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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FISHERS 
FOLLOW

Jesus Calls
Disciples

Luke 5:1–11
AD 29

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Jesus calls us to follow Him.
BIBLE  VERSE 
[Jesus says,] “Follow Me.” John 1:43
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus has called me to follow Him.
LAW & GOSPEL
We are distracted by the things of this world as we search 
for purpose and meaning in our lives.
Jesus calls and enables us to follow Him, for He is the 
only way, truth, and life.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Spotting some fishing boats by the shore of Galilee, Jesus 
turns Simon Peter’s boat into a floating pulpit. He preaches 
from the boat and then commands the disciples to put out 
to fish. Although they had fished all night without a catch, 
now the nets fill to bursting. Recognizing his sinfulness, 
Peter falls down in front of his Savior and Lord, who calls 
him to a new kind of fishing.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Luke 5:1–11 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the other accounts of Jesus calling 
disciples from Matthew 4:18–22; Mark 1:16–20; and 
John 1:35–42.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Items to represent different jobs

 ☐ Paper clips

 ☐ Dowel or ruler

 ☐ Small magnet

 ☐ Goldfish crackers, pretzel sticks, gummy worms

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 8
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Were you a helper this week? What did you do? Who 
did you help?

 ☐ Do you like playing the game “Follow the Leader” 
or “Simon Says”? Which would you rather be, the 
leader or the follower? What kind of leaders do you 
want to follow? Who’s your favorite teacher? Why?

PRAY
Dear Jesus, help us learn about being Your helper and about sharing Your love. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or more of the following activities to talk about 
the Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES Before you read, set the scene for 
your students. It’s early morning, and the crowds are 
pressing in on Jesus. He steps into a small fishing boat 
to get a little distance from the crowd and so they can 
see and hear Him better. Jesus teaches the crowd from 
the boat. The fishermen have been out fishing all night, 
so they are tired. When Jesus is done teaching, He has 
something for the tired fishermen to do.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER Before you 
begin telling the story, start by talking about different 
jobs that people have. Bring in items that represent 
different jobs. Have students guess what jobs the items 
represent. Talk about the job of fishermen. Then, talk 
about the job of being a disciple and how we are all 
disciples, no matter what our job.

 ☐ FOR A MIX  OF AGES Using standard printer paper, 
have students draw scenes from this story (either 
individually or in groups, depending on your class) 
and then put them all together to retell the Scripture 
account. Students who like to write can add sentences 
to the bottom of each picture to caption the picture.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What was the job of Peter, James, and John? What did 
Jesus ask them to do?

 ☐ If you had been one of the fishermen, what would you 
be thinking?

 ☐ How do we follow Jesus in our lives today?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Peter, James, and John were fishermen. Jesus asked 
them to leave their fishing nets, follow Him, and 
“catch” people by telling them about God’s love.

 ● Let children share their thoughts about being one of 
the fishermen-turned-disciples.

 ● Jesus loves and calls us, just as He called the disciples. 
We follow Jesus when we listen to His Word and share 
His love with others.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus calls us to be His followers not 
because of how great we are, but because 
of His great love for us.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Have children retell this account using the action poem at the end.

One day, Jesus was walking by a big lake called the Sea of 
Galilee. Many people gathered to listen to Him teach about 
God’s love. More and more people came. Soon, there was a 
big crowd. “We can’t hear,” they said. “We can’t see.” Jesus 
saw two empty boats that belonged to some fishermen who 
were cleaning their nets nearby. Jesus wanted the people 
to hear Him, so He climbed into a boat and sat down. He 
asked the owner of the boat, Peter, to row out into the 
water. Then, Jesus started teaching about God again. When 
He finished talking, Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Go 
out into the deep water and let down your nets to catch 
some fish.” When Jesus said this, Peter knew Jesus wasn’t a 
fisherman, because fishermen do their best fishing at night. 
Peter told Jesus, “We fished all night long and didn’t catch 
any fish. But if You want me to let down my nets again, I 
will.” 

Peter put down his nets into the water. Do you think he 
caught any fish? Yes! He caught so many fish that the nets 
began to break! Peter called out for help. His friends James 
and John came in another boat. They worked together. 
They pulled and tugged and huffed and puffed to get the 
heavy nets and all the fish into their boats. When they were 

done, Peter, James, and John couldn’t believe what they 
saw. They had so many fish, they couldn’t count them all! 
They had so many fish that the boats started sinking!

Peter was amazed. He knew Jesus was truly God. Only 
God had power to do something like that. It was a miracle! 
Peter said, “I am a man who sins. I do not deserve all that 
You have given me, Jesus.” 

Jesus told Peter, “From now on, I want you to catch 
people.” Then, Peter, James, and John pulled their boats 
to shore. They left everything—their boats and nets and 
wiggly fish—and followed Jesus. Jesus had helped them 
catch lots and lots of fish. Now He would help them catch 
lots and lots of people with the Good News that He is our 
Savior.

Do this action poem together. 
Peter, James, and John fishing in the sea, 
 (Pretend to cast a line and fish.)
Fishing in the sea, fishing in the sea. 
 (Repeat fishing action.)
Jesus said, “Come, follow Me.” (Make a beckoning motion.)
Fishers of men, you will be. (Point to one another.)

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
After He was baptized, Jesus began His public ministry, 

teaching and healing in the area of Galilee. 
One time, the crowd was big and all were very eager to 

hear Jesus speak. They were by the Lake of Gennesaret, 
often called the Sea of Galilee. Jesus saw two empty fish-
ing boats by the shore. The fishermen were away, washing 
their nets. Jesus got in Simon Peter’s boat and asked him to 
push away from the land a bit so that the people could see 
and hear Him better. Jesus sat down and taught the people 
from the boat.

When Jesus was done speaking, He turned to Simon 
Peter and said, “Take this boat out into the deep water and 
put down your fishing nets.”

Simon Peter answered, “Master, we worked all night 
and didn’t catch any fish. But because You say so, I will let 
down the nets.”

When they did as Jesus told them, they caught so many 
fish that their nets began to break. They signaled to their 

partners to come help them with all the fish. Together, they 
filled both boats with fish, so much that the boats began 
to sink. When this happened, Simon Peter fell down at 
Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, O Lord, for I am 
a sinful man.” He knew that Jesus must be the Holy One. 
They were so astonished at all the fish, and they knew that 
Jesus had caused this to happen. James and John, broth-
ers who were fishing partners with Simon Peter and his 
brother Andrew were also amazed. 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching men.” When these men brought 
their boat back to land, they left everything and followed 
Jesus.

Jesus chose people to follow Him and learn from Him. 
We call those people disciples. Jesus taught these men so 
that they could lead the Church later when Jesus returned 
to heaven.
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LEAVE
SAY
We are like the disciples. We learn and follow Jesus. 
Jesus has called us to share the good news of salvation 
with the whole world.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for calling us to be Your disci-
ples. Help us to spread Your love and forgiveness to all 
the world. In Your name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Fishing Fun
Draw and cut out fish from  
construction paper. Add a paper clip to each one. 
Attach a long piece of string or yarn to the end of 
a dowel or ruler to make a fishing pole. Attach a 
magnet to the end of the string. Show the children 
how to touch the magnet to a paper clip to catch the 
fish. Say, Jesus told Peter he would fish for people! 
Peter and the other fishermen would tell people 
about God’s love.

 ☐ Follow Me!
Let children take turns being the leader for this game. 
The leader does an action, and children follow and 
sing this song to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling 
Down”: Here is what I can do, I can do, I can do. 
Here is what I can do; do it too. Review how Jesus 
asked the disciples to follow Him and tell others about 
Him. Say, We are Jesus’ 
followers. We can tell 
others too. We can share 
Jesus’ love.

 ☐ Paper Plate Fish
Cut a triangle from a paper plate to make 
a mouth. Attach a triangle of colored 
paper to the back of the plate for a tail fin. 
Color the fish and glue on a wiggly eye. Glue on pieces 
of colored tissue paper for scales. Jesus called fisher-
men to follow Him and catch people by telling them of 
His love. Jesus wants us to follow Him too. 

 ☐ Bible Words Fun
Read the verse from John 1:43 in your Bible: 
[Jesus says,] “Follow Me.” Have children 
learn the words by singing them to the tune 
of “Skip, Skip, Skip to My Lou”:
Jesus says, “Follow Me.” Jesus says, “Follow Me.
Jesus says, “Follow Me. I am your Lord and Savior.”

 ☐ Jesus Calls Us
Ask, What does a mother duck say to her duckling 
to get it to follow here in the water? (Quack) a 
mother cow to her calf? (Moo) a mother cat to her 
kitten? (Meow). Add other animal sounds.
What does Jesus say to us? (Follow Me.) 
Where do we hear Jesus’ voice? (In the 
Bible)

 ☐ Fishing Snack
Serve goldfish crackers, pretzel sticks (fishing poles), and gummy worms. Ask, How does a Bible 
help us fish for people? Fishermen use fishing poles or nets to catch fish. Followers of Jesus use 
the Bible, God’s Word, to share the good news of God’s love with people.

 ☐ Four Gospels Comparison
If you have older students, have them read and com-
pare this section in all four Gospels (See “Lesson 
Prep.”)Explore the following questions: How are the 
accounts the same? How are they different? 
Why might they be different? Use the study 
notes in TLSB to help you.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.



L9-1 Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.  
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 432140.

THE WINE 
SIGN

A Wedding
at Cana

John 2:1–11
AD 29

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus does miracles.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Jesus . . . manifested His glory. John 2:11
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus does miracles because He is true
God.
LAW & GOSPEL
We are tempted to doubt who Jesus is.
Jesus shows us that He is our Savior and God through
His Word and Sacraments.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
While a guest at a wedding in Cana, Jesus’ mother asks 
Him to assist the wedding hosts, who have run out of wine. 
In Jesus’ first recorded miracle, He changes a large volume 
of plain water into wine that is superior to what has already 
been served. It is the first sign that Jesus did to point to 
who He is as the Son of God. Those who witnessed this 
miracle marvel at what He has done.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read John 2:1–11 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the articles in TLSB about miracles 
in the Bible (p. 1674) and Jesus’ miracles in the Gos-
pels on (p. 1596).

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Jar with a lid, cotton ball, red food coloring

 ☐ Air-dry clay

 ☐ Favor-size bottles of bubbles (one per child)

 ☐  Mexican wedding cake cookies or mini 
cupcakes, juice

 ☐ Arch Book Jesus’ First Miracle

 ☐  Tub of water, measuring cups, plastic cups, half-
gallon jugs

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 9
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Jesus cares for you every day. How did He help you 
this week?

 ☐ Have you ever been to a wedding? What was it like? 
What did you see? What did the people do? Did you 
eat anything after the wedding? Tell me what you 
know about weddings.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for helping us every day. Help us listen and learn more about Your love. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR A MIX  OF AGES Start with a jar with a lid. Glue 
a cotton ball to the inside of the lid. Right before class, 
put red food coloring on the cotton ball and screw the 
lid on a jar that is about ¾ full of water. Do not let the 
water touch the cotton ball. As you tell the story about 
the jars of water and Jesus turning the water into wine, 
shake the jar so that the water touches the food col-
oring. The water will begin to turn pinkish. Show the 
students how you did the “trick” and then talk about 
how today’s story was no trick. It was a true miracle.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Have strong 
readers take turns reading this account directly from 
Scripture. During the reading, have various students 
take turns acting out the different parts of the narra-
tive, using only actions, not words.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What was the problem at the wedding? What did Mary 
ask Jesus to do? How did Jesus help?

 ☐ God often uses ordinary things (water, wine, water 
jugs) to show His extraordinary power. How does God 
use water and wine in the church service today?

 ☐ What happened as a result of Jesus’ miracle?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● The bride and groom ran out of wine. Mary asked Jesus 
to help. Jesus turned water into the best wine.

 ● God uses ordinary water combined with His Word in 
Baptism to wash away sins and make us His children. 
God uses ordinary bread and wine in Holy Communion 
to give us forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
faith.

 ● Not only were the bride and groom saved from embar-
rassment but, through this miracle, or “sign,” Jesus’ 
disciples also believed in Him as the Son of God.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus cared for the people at the wedding; 
He continues to care for us today through 
His Word and Sacrament.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: After you read the story, talk about problems the children sometimes have and how Jesus helps. 

One day, there was a wedding in a little town called Cana. 
Jesus’ mother, Mary, was invited to the wedding. Jesus and 
His friends, the disciples, went too. After the wedding, 
there was a big party. In those days, wedding parties lasted 
many days. There was lots of food and wine. Many people 
went to the party. They were happy to celebrate this spe-
cial event. The bridegroom was happy to see Jesus and His 
mother and friends there. He helped them find some food 
to eat and wine to drink. Everyone was happy and had fun 
celebrating at the wedding. 

No one noticed that the bridegroom was sad. “Oh dear,” 
he said, “The wine is almost gone. All of my guests are 
thirsty and I will not be able to give them any wine to 
drink.” Who would help with this problem?

Jesus’ mother, Mary, saw the trouble. She went to talk to 
Jesus. She did not know what Jesus would do, but she knew 
Jesus was the Son of God. She believed that He could help 
with any problem! She told Jesus, “There is no more wine 
for the people to drink.” 

Jesus said to the servants, “Go and fill these stone jars 
with water.” Back and forth went the servants, carrying 
water to the stone jars. Finally, the jars were full.

Jesus told them, “Pour something to drink from this jar 
and take it to the person in charge of the party.” The ser-
vant took a cup and dipped it in the big jar. He took the 
cup to the man in charge. He drank from the cup. Surprise! 
It wasn’t water anymore. It was wine! Jesus had changed 
the water into wine! Not only that, but it was also the best 
wine the man had ever tasted. Jesus had done something 
only God can do!

Running out of wine isn’t the biggest problem. But Jesus 
cared about His friends. He wanted to help with their 
problem. When He changed water into wine, He showed 
that He is God’s Son, the Savior God promised to send. He 
came to help with all our problems, especially the saddest 
problem we have, our sins. How did Jesus do that? He died 
on the cross to pay for our sins so we can be forgiven and 
live with Him in heaven someday!

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Early in Jesus’ ministry, He was invited to a wedding in a 

town called Cana. His mother, Mary, was invited too. Jesus 
brought along the disciples He had gathered. 

Back in those days, wedding celebrations lasted many 
days. But very early in this party, Mary learned there was 
a big problem. They had run out of wine. She knew how 
embarrassed the bride and groom and their families would 
be if the guests found out. Mary took that problem to 
Jesus. She told Jesus, “They have no wine.” She didn’t tell 
Jesus how she thought He should solve the problem—she 
just told Him what the problem was, and then she left it up 
to Him to decide the best way to take care of it. 

Jesus answered, “Woman, what does this have to do with 
Me? My hour has not yet come.” Jesus was looking toward 
Good Friday, when He would die on the cross, when He 
would show the world just how much He loves all people. 

Mary trusted Jesus. She told the servants, “Do whatever 
He tells you.”

Jesus told the servants to go fill six large jars clear to 
the top with water. When the jars were full, Jesus told the 
servants to draw some out and take it to the master of the 
feast. The master of the feast was the person who made 
sure all the wedding guests had all the food and drink they 
needed.

The servants did exactly what Jesus said. As they were 
carrying the water to the master, Jesus used His mighty 
power to work His first miracle. He turned that water into 
wine.

When the master of the feast tasted the new wine, he was 
impressed at how delicious it was. He told the new hus-
band that at most wedding feasts they serve the good wine 
first. Then, when the guests have been drinking, they bring 
out wine that is not so good. But he was impressed because 
this husband saved the best wine for last.

The most amazing thing about this sign, which very few 
knew about, was that when Jesus had shown His glory, His 
disciples believed in Him.
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LEAVE
SAY
Jesus showed people He is the Son of God when He 
turned water into wine. Jesus showed how much He 
loves us when He died on the cross for us and rose 
again. Our God Jesus does miracles.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, we know that You love Your creation and 
that You provide all good things for us here on earth. 
We thank You that You provide the most important 
thing of all, forgiveness of sin through Your death and 
resurrection. Help us to share this good news with 
everyone. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Move and Sing
Have children form a circle. Join hands with a child 
to make a bridge for children to walk under as they go 
around the circle. Sing to the tune of “London Bridge”: 
Jesus cares for us, we know; yes, He does; yes, He 
does. Jesus cares for us, we know. He’s our Savior  
When you lower the “bridge” and catch a child, have 
the child share a way that Jesus cares for 
him or her. Give other children a turn.

 ☐ Make Clay Pots
Tell children that dishes in Bible times were 
made from pottery. The jugs holding water 
were very large, as big as the children. Tell 
the children they can make a small pot. Show 
them how to roll “snakes” from air-dry clay to make 
rolled coil pots. Or show them how to push their fin-
gers into a lump of clay and form a pinch pot. Let dry. 
Option: Paint the pots in class next week as you review 
the lesson.

 ☐ Wedding Music
Play music that might be played during weddings, such 
as “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Bach, “Canon in 

D” by Pachelbel, and “Air” by Bach. Play 
“Follow the Leader,” encouraging the leader 
to move to the music as he or she leads the 
children in a parade.

 ☐ Arch Book
For younger students, use the Arch Book Jesus’ First 
Miracle to tell this story in rhyme and pictures. If you 
have a mixture of ages and abilities, have 
some of the students read the rhymes 
while the younger ones act them out.

 ☐ Water Fun
Put a tub of water on a towel. Add containers and mea-
suring cups to scoop and pour water. Include plastic 
cups and clean half-gallon jugs. Encourage children 
to see how many cups of water it takes to fill a jug. 

Say, Jesus turned about 150 
gallons of water into wine—
that’s 2,400 cups of wine! 

 ☐ Celebration Snack
Serve Mexican wedding cake cookies (find a recipe online) or mini cupcakes with sprinkles and 
juice. Talk about wedding foods and celebrations and the ways Jesus is with us to help us too.

 ☐ Bubbling Over
Give each child a favor-size bottle of 
bubbles. Explain that guests at weddings 
today are often given bubbles to blow. 
Sing “Jesus’ Love is Bubbling Over” (look 
online for music and lyrics) and let chil-
dren blow bubbles. Say, Jesus loves each 
of you! Let’s thank Him for His love and care.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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MOUNTAIN 
MESSAGE

Jesus Preaches
on the Mount

Matthew 6:25–34
AD 31

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God takes are of us.
BIBLE  VERSE 
[God] cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that I don’t need to worry because God takes 
care of us.
LAW & GOSPEL
We are unsure of God’s love for us, and we worry about the 
things of this life.
God shows loving kindness to us through His daily care 
and promises fulfilled in Jesus.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminds His listeners 
not to worry about things they cannot control. The birds 
of the air and the flowers of the field serve as examples of 
God’s continuing care for His creation. Likewise, we have 
no need for worry or anxiousness, because God provides 
and cares for us.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Matthew 6:25–34 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read all of Matthew 6 and 7 in TLSB, 
along with study notes for greater context on the 
Sermon on the Mount.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Washable ink pads

 ☐  Different types of fruits and vegetables (e.g., 
apple slices, grapes, grape tomatoes, baby 
cucumber slices)

 ☐  Cookie cutters in bird, flower, and people 
shapes

 ☐ Clothespins (spring-type)

 ☐ Clear contact paper or laminating machine

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 10
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ How did Jesus take care of you this week at home?

 ☐ What are things that kids your age worry about? 
What do you think grown-ups worry about? What 
do you think people worried about during Bible 
times?

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for taking care of me. You give me all I need. Help me learn how much You love me. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER Make finger-
print flowers or tissue-paper flowers. (Search online for 
specific directions to suit your situation.) Add today’s 
Bible verse to the page of flowers or have students 
choose a favorite verse from today’s lesson to help 
illustrate their artwork. As you are working on this 
project, review the narrative and talk about the discus-
sion points.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER If you have stu-
dents who are strong readers, this account is an excel-
lent opportunity to get students reading directly from 
Scripture.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ How does God take care of the birds and the flowers? 
How does God take care of you? 

 ☐ Praying can help to calm our worries. What kind of 
prayers help you when you are feeling worried?

 ☐ What does it mean to “Seek first the kingdom of God”?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● God gives the birds, flowers, and all of creation every-
thing they need to thrive. God gives us food, shelter, 
families, and everything we need too. Encourage chil-
dren to think of specific examples of how God cares for 
them.

 ● Allow children to share favorite prayers. Do they have 
a special morning or bedtime prayer? What prayer do 
they say at mealtimes?

 ● Seeking the kingdom of God is putting all our trust in 
Jesus, our Savior and King, and acknowledging that 
God rules and reins over all of creation.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus is our Savior and our eternal King. We 
do not need to worry about the present or 
the future, because He cares for us.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Spread out a big green blanket for the children to sit on as you tell this Bible account of Jesus on the 
mountainside.

Jesus went from town to town, telling people about 
God’s love. Lots of people followed Jesus to listen to Him. 
One day, they followed Him up a mountain. They all sat 
down, and Jesus began to teach them. Jesus looked at the 
people, and He could tell that they were worried about 
food and clothes and many other things. What did Jesus 
say to them?

Jesus looked in the sky and said, “Look at the birds. God 
cares for the birds. He gives them food to eat and feathers 
to keep them warm.” Then, Jesus pointed to some flowers. 
“Look at the flowers,” Jesus told the people. “God made 

the flowers. He gives them rain to grow. He makes them 
beautiful. God cares for the flowers.” Then, Jesus looked 
at the people. He told them, “God takes care of you too. 
He loves you much more than the birds and the flowers. 
So don’t worry or be afraid, because God will take care of 
everything you need.”

 God gives us food to eat and clothes to wear and a family 
to care for us. What is the best way God takes care of us? 
He sent us Jesus to be our Savior. Jesus died on the cross to 
pay for all our sins. Jesus takes care of us. God is so good to 
us!

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Jesus went from village to village, telling people about 

God’s love. Large groups of people from all over came to 
follow Him. One day, they followed Him up onto a moun-
tain, where they all sat down to listen to Jesus. He taught 
about the kingdom of God and talked about why we don’t 
need to worry.

Jesus said, “Don’t worry about your life. Don’t worry 
about what you will eat or what you will wear. Life is more 
than food and clothing.”

Jesus said, “Don’t worry about what you will eat or drink. 
See the birds. They are happy and safe. They don’t plant 
or harvest crops so they can have food to eat, because God 
takes care of them. You are more important to God than 
the birds. God takes care of you too.” 

Then, Jesus pointed to the flowers growing nearby. He 
said, “Look at the colorful flowers, the lilies of the field. 
God takes care of them. God sends rain to water them 
and the sun to help them grow. Not even King Solomon 

was dressed as beautifully as these. God gives the flowers 
everything they need. You are more important than the 
flowers, so you don’t need to worry about clothes. God will 
take care of you too.” 

Jesus said, “God makes the grass of the field green and 
bright even though grass is alive today and burned tomor-
row. How much more will He care for you, His dear chil-
dren?”

Jesus reminded the people, “Don’t worry about what you 
will eat or what you will wear. God will take care of you. 
You are much more special to God than the birds and flow-
ers. God knows everything you need. Trust in Him to take 
care of you. First, seek the Kingdom of God and God will 
take care of the rest.” 

Jesus taught the people many things about how God 
cares for and blesses His children. The things He told them 
are in His Sermon on the Mount in the Bible.
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LEAVE
SAY
Our God takes care of us. We might have hard times 
and things in our lives might change, but our God never 
leaves our side. He will not change. We can rejoice in 
that truth!

PRAY
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for taking care of us 
by daily providing all that we need. Remind us that we 
don’t need to worry, because You have our lives in Your 
hands. More than anything, we thank You for sending 
Your Son, Jesus, to die for our sins. Help us to share 
Your love with others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Action Poem
Do this action poem with the children. 
God cares for the birds. (Flap arms, pretend to fly.) 
God cares for fish too. (Wiggle hands for fish.) 
God cares for the flowers, (Squat low, then slowly 
“grow” up.) 
And God cares for you! (Point to others.) 
Have children pretend they are others kinds 
of animals. Can you guess what they are? God 
cares for all His creation.

 ☐ Bible Verse Fun
Read the verse from 1 Peter 5:7 in your 
Bible: [God] cares for you. Have children 
say the verse to one another. Say,
God gives you yummy food to eat.
Children to one another: [God] cares for you.
God helps you when you’re sick.
Children to one another: [God] cares for you.
God sent Jesus to be your Savior.
Children to one another: [God] cares for you.

 ☐ Snack Prayer
Before snack today, pray a special rhyming prayer:  
 Thank You for the world so sweet.  
 Thank You for the food we eat.  
 Thank You for the birds that sing,  
 Thank You, God, for everything!  

Ask each child to name one way that God cares 
for us.

 ☐ Play Dough Fun
Set out play dough in bright colors, 
along with rolling pins and cookie cut-
ters in bird, flower, and people shapes. 
Ask, Who takes care of the flowers? 
Who takes care of the birds? Who 
takes care of you? God does!

 ☐ Meal Mat
Put paint smocks on children. Use a 
pinch-type clothespin to hold a pom-
pom. Have children dip the pom-pom 
into paint and make colored dots or 
other designs on a piece of 8½ × 11-inch cardstock. 
When dry, cover each placemat with a sheet of clear 
contact paper, or laminate it. Remind children to thank 
God before they eat.

 ☐ Fruit and Veggie Snack
Serve slices of different types of fruits and vegetables (apple slices, halved grapes and grape 
tomatoes, baby cucumber slices, etc.). Ask, What is your favorite fruit or vegetable? One 
way that God takes care of us is by giving us good, healthy food to eat.

 ☐ God Cares, We Care Poster
Have children draw pictures of food and 
clothing on a piece of posterboard. Write 
on it: “Please Donate Canned Goods and 
Clothing” and “God Cares for Us; We Care 
for Others.” Place the poster in your church 
and put a note in the bulletin asking families to donate. 
Give items to a food bank or shelter.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A WEATHER 
WONDER

Jesus Calms a 
Storm

Mark 4:35–41
AD 31

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus has power over creation.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Fear not, for I am with you. Isaiah 41:10
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus, the Second Person of our triune 
God, has power over His creation.
LAW & GOSPEL
Sin causes us to fear and doubt God’s power to care for us.
Jesus takes away our fear, proving by His actions that
He will always care for us.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
“Peace! Be still!” (v. 39). With this simple command, Jesus 
proclaims His power over a storm strong enough to shake 
even these experienced fishermen. With the disciples, we 
must ask, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey Him?” (v. 41). Jesus is making it clear that He, who 
was present at creation, is Lord over all, including the wind 
and the waves.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Mark 4:35–41 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read parallel accounts of the miracle in 
Matthew 8:18, 23–27; Luke 8:22–25; and John 6:16–21.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Blue blanket

 ☐ Toy boats

 ☐ Straws

 ☐ Pan of water

 ☐ Watering can, whisk

 ☐ Bananas, pretzel sticks, American cheese

 ☐ Jar

 ☐ Shaving cream

 ☐ Eye dropper or pipette

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 11
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Ask children to think about something that makes them 
scared. Today, we’ll talk about a time Jesus’ helpers 
were afraid and how Jesus helped them. We are 
afraid sometimes too. Jesus promises to be with us 
and help us too.

 ☐ Have you ever been in a bad wind and rain storm? 
How did you feel? What did you do? How did you 
stay safe? How did the Lord protect you during that 
storm?

PRAY
Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for giving us Your Word to guide our lives and show us how much You love us. In Your 
name we pray. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER Use a small 
blue blanket to represent the Sea of Galilee. Have 
students hold the edges of the blanket. Put small 
toy boats on the blanket and move the blanket up 
and down to simulate the storm that tossed the boat 
around. Start gently, then slowly increase the intensity 
of the “storm.” Students can make sound effects and 
repeat the words of the disciples as you tell the story. 
Then call out the words of Jesus, “Peace! Be still!” and 
immediately make the blanket stop moving. Roll up the 
blanket and have students sit down while you finish the 
story and discussion.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES Act out this Bible narrative. Arrange 
chairs in the shape of a boat. Have some students do 
the sound effects and others do the actions, while still 
others read the various parts of the story. Make sure ev-
eryone gets in on the action of being in a rocking boat.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What were the disciples afraid of? What did Jesus do? 

 ☐ How does Jesus help you when you are afraid? 

 ☐ Weather was very mysterious in the ancient world. 
When Jesus calmed the storm, He not only showed His 
care for the disciples but He also He showed His divini-
ty. Why does that matter?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● The disciples were afraid of the storm—they thought 
they were going to drown. Jesus calmed the storm.

 ● Let children share ways Jesus helps them when they are 
afraid.

 ● Jesus met the physical safety needs of the disciples in 
the boat. But even more than that, He demonstrated 
that He could meet their eternal needs. The same is 
true for us today. God cares for us daily, but even more 
important, He sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from 
spiritual death.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus is true God and has all power over 
creation.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Have children pretend to be in a scary storm and do actions with you as you tell the story.

One day, Jesus was busy all day long. He told people, 
“God loves you.” He made sick people well again. By night, 
Jesus was tired. Yawn. He told His friends, “Let’s go for a 
boat ride.” Jesus and His friends got into a boat. Pretend to 
rock gently in a boat. Jesus went to sleep in the back of the 
boat. Put head on hands as if sleeping. Suddenly, it began to 
storm. Rock harder. The wind blew. Whoosh! The waves 
crashed against the boat. Splash! Rock boat harder. The 
boat began to fill with water. Oh no! The disciples were so 
afraid! They thought they would drown! Who would help 
them?

“Jesus,” they shouted. “Wake up! Don’t You care that 
we’re drowning?” Jesus got up. He heard the wind blow-
ing against the boat. Whoosh! He saw the waves crashing 

over it. Splash! Rock boat. Then, He said, “Peace. Be still!” 
Right away, the storm stopped. Be still. Everything was calm 
again. Jesus is a mighty Savior. He helped His friends. 

Now Jesus’ friends were happy and amazed! They didn’t 
know that Jesus could calm the storm like that! “Why were 
you so afraid?” asked Jesus. “I was with you. Have faith. 
Trust Me.” Jesus wanted His friends to know He loved 
them and would take care of them. 

We can ask Jesus for help, too, when we are afraid. He 
loves us so much that He came to save us from our sins. 
He promises in the Bible that He will be with us all the 
time, even in scary times. Jesus is God’s Son. He has God’s 
power. He will always take care of us.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Jesus went all through Galilee teaching people and heal-

ing those who couldn’t see, hear, walk or use their arms. He 
also healed people who were sick. So many people came to 
Him that He got really tired, and so did His disciples.

One day, He decided they needed to get away and be by 
themselves for a little while so they could rest. He got into 
a boat with all His disciples to go across the Sea of Galilee. 
Other boats went along with them. Jesus was so tired that 
He lay down on a cushion in the back of the boat and fell 
fast asleep.

While He was sleeping, a strong windstorm rose up over 
the lake. The wind was blowing really hard, and it made the 
waves grow taller and taller. The waves became so high that 
they crashed over the side of the boat and started filling 
it up with water. The disciples watched as the boat sank 
lower and lower. But when they looked at Jesus, He was 
sleeping soundly.

Many of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen. They had grown 
up on this water and had gone through storms before. But 
this one was really bad. Their boat was filling with water, 
and they knew it wouldn’t be long before it sank. With the 
huge waves, they didn’t think they would be able to swim 

to the shore when the boat went down. They grew very 
scared, so they woke Jesus, saying, “Teacher, do You not 
care that we are perishing?” 

Jesus woke up and spoke to the wind and sea as if they 
were children. He commanded them, “Peace! Be still!” 
Right away, the wind stopped and the sea was completely 
calm; the waves were gone. Jesus turned to His disciples 
and asked, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”

Everyone on the boat was shocked. Storms just don’t 
stop because a person stands and shouts for them to stop. 
They said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey Him?” More and more, Jesus was 
showing His disciples that He wasn’t just a normal man 
like they were. He was God’s Son.

Jesus is the mighty Son of God who created the heavens 
and the earth. He is in control of the weather and every-
thing that happens on earth. He has promised to take care 
of us always. And we can trust His promise, because He 
went to the cross to suffer and die for our sins, and He rose 
to life again on the third day.
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LEAVE
SAY
Jesus promises to be with us and answer our prayers. 
He has power to help us. He showed His power over 
creation when He calmed the storm.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for protecting us in the storms of 
life. Thank You for Your Word that reminds us of how 
much You love and care for us. Help us to share this 
amazing good news with everyone we know. In Your 
name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Can You Do It? Game
Ask if children can do certain actions. If 
they can, have them do the action. If they 
can’t, they can make a thumbs down. Ask, 
Can you jump up and down? Can you 
touch the ceiling? Can you clap? Can you wiggle 
your ears? Can you pick up a car? And so forth. Say, 
There are lots of things you can do. But there are 
things you can’t do either. Who has power to do 
everything? Jesus!

 ☐ Make a Boat
Give each child half of a paper plate to make a boat. 
Have children tape on a straw for the mast and a paper 
square for the sail. Help them write the Bible Verse on 
the sail. Have them color the boat. Discuss times the 
children might be afraid. Remind them 
that they can talk to Jesus and ask for His 
help. Encourage children to take their boat 
home to remind them Jesus is with them 
and will help.

 ☐ Water Play
Fill a pan one-third with 
water and set it on a towel. 
Put toy boats in it, and 
items that can make a storm (watering can, whisk). 
Say, Let’s pretend these boats are in a storm. Can 
you make it rain on them? How did Jesus help His 
disciples when they were in a storm?

 ☐ Storm in a Jar
Fill a jar three-quarters full with cool water. Form a 
“cloud” on top using shaving cream. Combine 1 tea-
spoon blue tempera paint with ½ cup very warm water. 
Fill an eyedropper and squeeze the blue solu-
tion onto the shaving cream cloud. When it 
fills with enough moisture, it will “rain” in 
the jar.

 ☐ Bible Verse Fun
Read the verse from Isaiah 41:10 in your 
Bible. Then, have children say and do the 
actions with you. Say together:

[God says,]   Point up, then to mouth.
“Fear not,   Put arms out, hands out.
for I am with you.”  Point up, hug self.

 ☐ Sailboat Snack
Make sailboats. Provide half a banana for the boat. Add a pretzel-stick mast. Cut a slice of American 
cheese in half diagonally. Attach a triangle half to the mast for a sail. Serve on a paper plate. Review 
how Jesus calmed the storm and kept His disciples on the boat safe.

 ☐ Masterpiece Art
Search online for the Dutch painter Rembrandt’s 
portrayal of this event, titled Christ in 
the Storm on the Sea of Galilee. Show this 
painting on your digital device. Talk 
about what the students see in the paint-
ing and why it is so famous.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.



L12-1 Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.  
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 432140.

A LIFE  
RESTORED

Jairus’s Daughter
Mark 5:21–24,

35–43
AD 31

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus has power over death.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Jesus Christ heals you. Acts 9:34
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that as the Son of God, Jesus has power over 
death.
LAW & GOSPEL
Sickness and death cause us to be overcome with sorrow 
and despair.
God showed His power over sin and death when He 
raised Jesus from the dead.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Jairus, a synagogue ruler, comes to Jesus, begging Him to 
heal his critically ill daughter. Along the way, servants come 
with news of his daughter’s death. Taking along Peter, 
James, and John, Jesus ignores the mourners, takes the 
young girl by the hand, and tells her, “Arise.” And rise she 
does, demonstrating Jesus’ power over death itself.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Mark 5:21–24, 35–43 and study notes in 
The Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the article “What Happens When 
We Die?” from The Lutheran Study Bible, page 1750.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Fabric and ribbon scraps

 ☐ Arch Book Jesus Wakes the Little Girl

 ☐ Graham crackers, frosting, Teddy Grahams

 ☐ Air-dry clay

 ☐ Ball

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 12
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Jesus is powerful! He helps us. How did Jesus help 
you this week?

 ☐ What do you do when you get sick? It’s no fun to 
get sick, but often we can be cured relatively easily. 
Even though we might get a quick cure with some 
medicine or a trip to the doctor, getting sick can 
still be scary. Imagine if we didn’t have that easy 
bottle of medicine or doctor nearby.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, You are powerful! You help me. You even have power over death. Thank You for helping us every day. 
Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER This story 
has big highs and lows. As you tell the story, have 
students crouch down for the “low” parts and reach up 
high for the “high” parts. Or if your teaching situation 
doesn’t lend itself to that, have them put their hands 
down low for the “low” parts and reach up high for the 
“high” parts.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER After you read 
the narrative, ask students to identify the different 
people in this true story. Help them organize them-
selves to act out the narrative and say the different 
parts. Prior to class, write the things that different 
people in this account say from Scripture on index 
cards for students to use as “lines.”

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What did Jairus ask Jesus to do? What did Jesus end up 
doing for Jairus?

 ☐ What does this miracle tell us about Jesus?

 ☐ How does Jesus help you when you are afraid? 

 ☐ Jesus showed compassion by healing Jairus’s daughter. 
We cannot heal like Jesus, but how can we show com-
passion to others?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Jairus asked Jesus to come and heal his daughter, who 
was dying. The girl died before Jesus got to the house, 
but Jesus made her alive again!

 ● Jesus is compassionate. Jesus is true God!
 ● Allow children to share their thoughts on what Jesus 

does for them when they are afraid. Add your own 
thoughts as well.

 ● Help children think of examples of ways to show com-
passion to others.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus is true God, and has all power over 
creation.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Pause to give children time to think about the questions in the story before you continue with it.

In God’s book, the Bible, there is a true story about Jesus 
and a family. In the family, there was a daddy named Jairus, 
a mommy, and a little girl. One day, the little girl got very 
sick. Jairus and the little girl’s mommy were very scared. 
Who could help them?

Jairus knew that Jesus could help. He went out and found 
Jesus. He got down on his knees and begged Jesus, “Please, 
my little girl is very sick. Will You come and make her 
well again?” What do you think Jesus did? Jesus went with 
Jairus. But on the way, some people came and said, “It’s 
too late. Your little girl is dead.” What do you think Jesus 
did then? He kept going to Jairus’s house! He told Jairus, 
“Don’t be afraid. Just believe.”

When they got to the house, there were many people 
crying. But Jesus went right to the little girl’s room with 
her mommy and daddy. Jesus took the girl’s hand and said 
to her, “Little girl, get up.” What do you think happened? 
The little girl opened her eyes, and she got up! She even 
started walking around. Everyone was so surprised! Jairus 
and the girl’s mommy were so happy that Jesus had made 
their daughter alive and well again.

Jairus asked Jesus for help. We can ask Jesus for help 
too! We never have to be afraid of sickness or even death, 
because Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins. Jesus 
has the power to heal us. He heals us of our sin-sickness 
too, so one day we can be with Him in heaven.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
One day while Jesus was teaching a large crowd, a man 

named Jairus came up to Him. He was very scared and 
needed Jesus’ help very, very badly. He fell on his knees 
before Jesus and begged Him, “My little daughter is at the 
point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her so that she 
may be made well and live.” Jesus and His disciples went 
with Jairus.

But while they were on their way, some people came 
from Jairus’s house. They told him, “Your daughter is dead. 
Why trouble the Teacher any further?” When Jesus over-
heard what they said, He told Jairus, “Do not fear; only 
believe.”

When they got to the house, it was full of people weep-
ing and crying. Jesus asked them why they were carrying 
on that way. He told them, “The child is not dead but 
sleeping.” But they knew she was dead. They knew that no 
matter how loudly someone yelled at her or how hard they 
shook her, she would never wake up. They started laughing 
at Jesus like He was crazy.

Jesus made them all go outside. Taking along only three 
of His disciples—Peter, James, and John—Jesus went into 
the girl’s bedroom with Jairus and the girl’s mother. Jesus 
reached out and took hold of the child’s hand. He said to 
her, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 

If Jairus or his wife had tried to do that, their daughter 
would have stayed dead. But Jesus is the Son of God. When 
He spoke to the girl, she immediately sat up, got out of 
bed, and started walking around. Jesus told her parents and 
His three disciples not to tell anyone what had happened. 
Then, He told Jairus and his wife to give their daughter 
something to eat. Peter, James, and John were amazed and 
remembered this for a long, long time. In fact, years later 
when Mark wrote about this miracle, he wrote down the 
very words Jesus had said to the girl: “Talitha cumi,” which 
means “young girl, arise.”
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LEAVE
SAY
Our God Jesus certainly showed His power over death 
when He healed Jairus’s daughter and when He rose 
from the dead on Easter morning.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for Your healing Word. Thank 
You for healing us when we are sick, but more import-
ant, thank You for healing us from our sin so that we 
can be together with You in heaven. Someday we will 
have perfect bodies in the new creation with You. Wow! 
That’s amazing! In Your name we pray. Amen.

 ☐ Craft-Stick People
Give each child a large craft stick to color with crayons 
or markers. Add small wiggle eyes. Glue bits of yarn 
for hair and let children “dress” their person by gluing 
bits of colored paper, fabric, and ribbon on the stick. 
Say, Use your puppets to tell how Jesus is 
powerful. He is God. Jesus has power over 
death. Jesus made a little girl come alive 
again. Option: Provide little squares of fabric 
for bed blankets.

 ☐ God’s Power Action Chant
Show children actions as you tell them some 
of the things God does for us with His power. 
Have them say, “Only God can” with you. 
Who can make the sun shine? (Make circle 
 with arms.) Only God can. 
Who can make the rain fall? (Wiggle fingers, go down.)
 Only God can. 
Who can make a baby grow? (Start small, “grow” tall.)
 Only God can. 
Who can forgive our sins? (Make cross with fingers.)
 Only God can.

 ☐ Get-Well Cards
Make get well cards for members of your congregation 
who are in the hospital or who are dealing with health 

difficulties. Ask the pastor for a list of names 
and addresses. Include Bible verses of Jesus’ 
healing. Pray for the people for whom you 
made cards.

 ☐ Bible Verse Fun
Read the verse from Acts 9:34 in your 
Bible: “Jesus Christ heals you.”
Have children sit in a circle facing one 
another and say the Bible verse word by word as they 
roll a ball to one another inside the circle:

Jesus (roll) Christ (roll) heals(roll) you (roll).

 ☐ Prayer Pretzels
Give each child a small amount of air-dry 
clay. Show children how to roll the clay to 
make a long “snake.” Help children loop 
and fold the clay to make a pretzel shape. 
When dry, pretzels can be painted. Say, The pretzel 
shape reminds us of folding hands in prayer. When 
we need help, we can pray to God. He can help us. 
He’s powerful!

 ☐ “Jesus Cares” Snack
Spread white frosting on a quarter of a graham cracker. Add a Teddy Graham, standing it up in the 
frosting like the little girl on her bed. Say, A little girl got very sick and died. But Jesus made her 
alive again! Jesus cared for the little girl and her family. Jesus cares for us too. Let’s thank Him.

 ☐ Arch Book
Read aloud the Arch Book Jesus Wakes the 
Little Girl. If you have a mix of older and 
younger children, ask the older children to 
take turns reading to the younger ones.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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THE FISH-AND-
BREAD SIGN

Jesus Feeds
Five Thousand

John 6:1–15
AD 31

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus provides for us.
BIBLE  VERSE 
God . . . richly provides us with everything. 1 Timothy 6:17
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that our Lord Jesus provides for us every day.
LAW & GOSPEL
Our faith is weak, and we fail to trust in God to give us 
what we need.
For the sake of Jesus, God promises to provide for all 
our earthly and spiritual needs.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
A crowd of at least five thousand men, plus women and 
children, had gathered to hear Jesus preach. When chal-
lenged to find a way to feed the hungry crowd, the disciples 
question how this is possible. But Andrew brings one boy’s 
lunch—five barley loaves and two fish. Miraculously mul-
tiplying this meager meal, Jesus feeds them all, with abun-
dant leftovers.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read John 6:1–15 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read parallel accounts from the Gospels, 
including Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:3–44; and Luke 
9:10–17.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Paper towel tubes (half for each child)

 ☐ Permanent marker

 ☐ Toy dishes

 ☐  Fish-shaped and round crackers or rolls and 
honey

 ☐ Magazines with pictures of food

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 13
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ What did you share with your family about what 
you learned last week? Today, we’ll talk about how 
Jesus gives us what we need.

 ☐ How long does it take someone to make supper for 
you? Have you ever been to a big party? Imagine 
feeding all those people. Now imagine 5,000 men 
plus women and children to feed. How long would it 
take you to make them supper? 

PRAY
Dear God, help us listen and learn how You provide for us and give us what we need. Thank You especially for 
giving us our Savior, Jesus. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER To get 
students moving and to reinforce the events of the 
story, start this storytelling by having students pretend 
to hike up a mountain. Then, help students retell the 
story, using actions without words.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER If you have 
strong readers, ask volunteers to read this passage 
aloud from their Bible. Have students do an audio 
recording, using a digital device, as if they were inter-
viewing people who were at this Bible event, a sort of 
“You Were There” style interview. As a group, listen to 
your recording.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ When the people got hungry, what did Jesus tell His 
friends, the disciples, to do? What did the disciples do? 
What did Jesus do?

 ☐ Why do you think Jesus performed this miracle?

 ☐ How does God care for you?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Jesus tested His disciples by asking them to feed all the 
people. They couldn’t, but they brought Him a boy’s 
lunch, and Jesus performed a miracle, multiplying the 
bread and fish to feed all the people.

 ● Jesus had compassion on the people because they were 
hungry. He also strengthened His disciples’ faith in 
Him through this miracle.

 ● Encourage children to share how Jesus cares for them.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus is the true bread of life, who gives us 
what we really need: forgiveness of sins and 
eternal life.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Ask children to count with you as you tell this Bible account.

One day, Jesus and His friends went to a quiet place on 
the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd of people 
followed Jesus there. They wanted Jesus to teach them 
about God’s love. They wanted Him to heal their sick. At 
suppertime, the people were hungry, but there was nothing 
to eat! They were far away from home, and there weren’t 
any places nearby to get food. 

Jesus cared about them. He knew what He would do. He 
asked His disciples, “Where will we get food for all these 
people?” Philip answered, “We don’t have enough money 
to buy that much food, Jesus! There are too many people.” 
What do you think they will do?

Jesus’ helper Andrew brought a little boy to Jesus. He 
said, “This little boy brought his lunch. He has five small 
loaves of bread and two little fish. But that won’t be 
enough for all these people!” 

Jesus said, “Tell the people to sit down.” Then, Jesus 
took the boy’s bread and fish. Jesus held the bread and 
prayed, “Thank You, dear Father in heaven, for this bread.” 
He gave the bread to His helpers so they could pass it out. 

Then, He did the same with the two small fish. He thanked 
God for them and then broke them in pieces and handed 
them to His helpers to pass out. They passed out the bread. 
They passed out the fish. The people ate and ate until they 
weren’t hungry anymore.

When everyone was finished eating, Jesus said, “Gather 
up what is left.” Jesus’ helpers used baskets to collect the 
leftover food. There was so much food left over that they 
filled twelve baskets! Let’s count to twelve together! 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Wow! What a lot of leftovers!

Jesus did something special that day. He took a little 
lunch and made enough food to feed lots and lots of 
people! We call what Jesus did a miracle. A miracle is 
something only God can do. Jesus showed that He is God 
when He fed all those people with just a little food.

God’s Son, Jesus, cares for us and gives us what we need 
too. He gives us food and clothes and people to love us. 
Best of all, Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins to 
give us life with Him forever.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. 

He and His disciples went up a mountain and sat down. A 
large crowd followed Jesus because they had seen Jesus do 
miracles. 

Jesus saw the large crowd. It was nearly Passover. So 
He asked His disciple Philip, “Where will we buy bread so 
these people may eat?” Jesus said this to test Philip, for 
Jesus already knew the answer.

Philip answered, “Two hundred denarii would not buy 
enough bread.” 

Then, Andrew said, “A boy has five loaves of barley bread 
and two fish, but what good would that do? That isn’t 
enough for everyone to get even a little food.” 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” 

About five thousand men and also their families sat 
down in the big grassy space. Jesus took the bread and gave 
thanks. Then, He gave the bread to all the people who were 
seated. He did the same thing with the fish. 

When everyone had eaten as much as they wanted, Jesus 
had the disciples pick up the leftovers. They gathered up 
about twelve baskets of bread scraps, much more than they 
had started with.

The people saw what Jesus had done and said, “This man 
is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”

Jesus knew what they were thinking. They wanted to 
force Him to be their king. So Jesus went away to the 
mountain by Himself.
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LEAVE
SAY
Our God Jesus certainly provides for us, just as He did 
for the people on that hillside all those years ago. We 
can praise God for that every day.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for providing all that we need to 
support our bodies and lives. Help us to share Your love 
with others this week. In Your name we pray, Jesus. 
Amen.

 ☐ Food Basket Upset
Play Food Basket Upset. Have children sit 
in a circle. Assign each child the name of 
a common food item (e.g., pizza, apple, 
milk, popcorn, hamburger), making sure 
there are two or more of each item. Call 
out the name of one of the foods. Have the two chil-
dren with that food item get up and change places. 
When you call out, “Food basket upset,” all the chil-
dren get up and exchange places. Say, God gives us 
our food. He is the giver of all good gifts.

 ☐ I Spy God’s Gifts
Use your spyglasses (or make a “spyglass” with hands) 
to look for God’s blessings around you. Say, I spy 
something that is [red]. Have children use their spy-
glasses and guess. Give children a turn to say “I spy 
. . .” Say, Of all God’s blessings, which is the most 
important one? Jesus! Because of Jesus, God for-
gives us and gives us a home in 
heaven. He is with us and takes 
care of us now and helps us live as 
His children.

 ☐ Spyglass Craft
Provide half of a paper towel tube to 
each child. Give children wrapping 
paper or tissue paper to glue around the tube. Decorate 
with stickers. Write the Bible Verse on it with perma-
nent marker. Talk about how they can use their spy-
glass to look for God’s blessings.

 ☐ Meal Prayers
Thank God for His gifts of food and talk about 
meal prayers. Share different meal prayers 
that students use. Bring in some of your favor-
ites. Encourage students to thank God at meal 
times wherever they are, at home or in public. Have 
students write their own new or poetic meal prayers.

 ☐ God Provides Plates
Set out magazines with pictures of food, 
glue sticks, scissors, crayons, and paper 
plates. Have children cut out pictures 
of food and glue them to their plates, or 
draw food on their plates. Ask, Where does your food 
come from? Talk about how God works through His 
creation and people to give us food.

 ☐ Fish and “Rolls” Snack
Serve fish-shaped crackers and round crackers. Count the fish and round crackers before eating 
them. Or serve bread rolls and honey.

 ☐ Play Dough Dinner
Set out play dough and toy dishes. Encourage children 
to pretend some people are coming for dinner. Ask, 
Who is coming to dinner? What will you make for 

them to eat? Ask children to retell 
how Jesus took a small lunch and made 
it feed lots of people.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A HEARING 
AIDE

Jesus Heals
Mark 7:31–37

AD 31

 OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus is compassionate.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Great is Your mercy, O Lord. Psalm 119:156
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus cares for His people and heals us.
LAW & GOSPEL
We suffer hardships because of sin, and we are hampered 
by our unbelief.
God has compassion on us and shows us mercy in the 
life and work of His Son, Jesus.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
“Ephphatha . . . be opened,” Jesus says to a deaf man as He 
places His fingers in the man’s ears and touches his tongue. 
The man’s ears open and his tongue releases, but Jesus 
warns the crowd not to tell anyone. But the good news 
cannot be contained, and those who witness this miracle 
share the story.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Mark 7:31–37 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the First Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed and its meaning, as well as the explanation for 
the First Article (Part 2) in Luther’s Small Catechism.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Jingle bells

 ☐ Rhythm instruments

 ☐ Rice crispy squares

 ☐ Bowl of crispy rice cereal and milk

 ☐ Digital device

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 2

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 14
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Who can tell me a way Jesus cared for you this 
week? Today, we’ll hear how Jesus cared for 
someone who couldn’t speak or hear at all! Jesus is 
good and kind!

 ☐ Put your hands over your ears. Imagine what it 
would be like if you couldn’t hear. Put your hands 
over your mouth. Imagine if you couldn’t speak 
either. How might you communicate if you couldn’t 
hear or talk? Today, we have been blessed with all 
kinds of technology that can help us hear and com-
municate. This wasn’t always how it was.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for caring for us every day. Help us listen and learn more about Your love. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true. 

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER To review 
before you begin the “do” part of this activity, ask your 
students, What’s the first thing that happened in this 
Bible account? Then ask, What happened next? and 
so on until you’ve reviewed the entire story. Then, have 
students retell this account in pairs or small groups to 
one another. Have one student put his hands over his 
ears to simulate being deaf and have another student 
put her hands over the top of the first student’s ears to 
be the hands of Jesus healing the deaf man.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER After hearing or 
reading the story, have students work in pairs to iden-
tify four events from this narrative and draw them or 
write a simple sentence in the four quadrants of a blank 
piece of paper. Direct students to cut apart the pictures 
and mix up the order. Then swap with another group to 
put each other’s pictures in proper order.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ How did Jesus help the man who couldn’t hear or speak 
clearly? 

 ☐ In Bible times, people who had disabilities were 
thought to be cursed by God or being punished for 
some sin. They were the very lowest levels of society. 
Most people did not want to associate with them, but 
Jesus did not feel this way. Why not? What does this 
teach us?

 ☐ What did the people do after Jesus healed the man?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Jesus touched the man’s ears and tongue and said, “Be 
opened!” Right away, the man could hear and talk.

 ● Jesus loves all people the same. We should love every-
one the same as well, regardless of their race, abilities, 
or how much or little money they have.

 ● The people couldn’t stop talking about what Jesus did!

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus shows care and compassion for those 
who need healing, and that includes all of 
us. 
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Do the suggested actions. 

The Bible tells us about a man who was deaf. He couldn’t 
hear the birds singing. He couldn’t hear the sheep saying 
“Baa.” He couldn’t hear children playing. When people 
talked to him, he could only see their mouths moving like 
this. Move your mouth, but don’t make a sound. He couldn’t 
hear what they said. Shake head no. And when the man tried 
to talk to other people, they couldn’t understand what he 
said. Close your mouth tightly and say a few words through 
closed lips. But God loved the man and cared for him, just as 
He loves and cares for you. God gave the man some friends 
who cared for him too. The friends wanted to help the man 
who could not hear or speak. I wonder . . . how could his 
friends help him?

The man’s friends heard that Jesus was nearby teaching 
about God’s love and healing sick people. So the men took 
their friend to Jesus. They asked, “Please help our friend!” 

Jesus took the man away from all the people. Then, Jesus 
put His fingers into the man’s ears. Touch ears. He touched 
the man’s tongue and said, “Be opened!” Touch tongue. 
Right away, the man could hear and talk! How do you think 
the man felt? How do you think you would feel? 

The people were so surprised! Make a surprised look. They 
said, “Jesus does everything well! He can make deaf people 
hear and people who can’t speak talk!” They couldn’t stop 
telling other people about what Jesus had done!

Jesus is good and kind! He showed love and mercy in a 
special way that day. Jesus loves you too. He listens to you 
when you talk to Him in prayer. He gives you ears to hear 
His Word. He wants you and everyone to know that He 
came to live and die and rise again to forgive our sins and 
give us a home in heaven with Him.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
During this time of Jesus’ ministry, He traveled all 

around teaching and doing miracles. Jesus loved every race 
and every kind of people. He wanted to reach all people, 
so He went to many different areas. At this time, He went 
back closer to His hometown in the area of the Decapolis 
or “ten cities.” 

People brought to him a man who was deaf from birth 
and couldn’t speak clearly. The deaf man’s friends begged 
Jesus to lay His hands on him to heal him. 

Jesus cared for the man and took him aside to a private 
place away from the crowd. Jesus touched his ears and his 

tongue. Jesus looked up to heaven and said to the man, 
“Ephphatha,” or “Be opened.” The man could hear and 
speak easily right away.

The people were amazed, but Jesus told them not to 
tell anyone. But the more He told them not to, the more 
excited they were to tell everyone. The people were aston-
ished! They said, “He has done all things well. He even 
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” No one but God 
could do such things.
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LEAVE
SAY
Our God Jesus is most certainly compassionate. He 
loves all people. He heals our physical bodies from all 
kinds of problems, but more important, He heals us 
from our sins and gives us new life in Himself.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for having compassion on us, for 
loving us, and for healing us from our sins. Help us to 
share Your love and compassion with others. In Your 
name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Make Bells
Say, Bells tell us it’s time to worship God. 
What sounds do you hear in church? 
Today, you will make a bell to remember 
God’s gift of hearing. Poke a hole in the 
bottom of a paper cup. Bend a pipe cleaner 
in half and poke the looped half up through the hole, 
so it extends as a handle. Twist ends on the inside to 
hold the loop in place. Thread a jingle bell on the inside 
ends and twist them to hold the bell in place. Decorate 
the outside.

 ☐ Popping Song
Have children crouch down. Sing to the tune 
of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: Pop, pop, 
pop the corn, pop it big and white. Pop-
ping, popping, popping, popping, till it’s 
cooked just right. As you sing, invite those 
wearing [blue] to pop up and down. Then, 
those with [red] can start popping. Continue till they 
all are popping. Thank Jesus for ears to hear all the 
wonderful sounds in His world. Pray for those who 
cannot hear well.

 ☐ Can You Hear?
Set out rhythm instruments or items that make 
sounds. Provide mittens. Talk about all the 
sounds, then have children cover their ears 
with mittened hands to block the sound 
and listen again. Talk about the gift of hear-
ing that Jesus gave the deaf man.

 ☐ Using Our Ears
Hide a device playing music in your room. 
Say, I hear a noise. Do you? Can you find 
the music? As children look for it, talk 
about the importance of hearing. Hide 
again, but this time, have children cover their ears. Talk 
about how much harder it was to hear it. Let the chil-
dren retell the account of Jesus healing the deaf man.

 ☐ Hearing Aides
Invite someone who knows sign language or someone 
who is hearing impaired to visit your classroom. Have 
the person talk about different ways people “hear” 
(using sign language, wearing hearing aids, etc.) and 
what it is like. Emphasize that 
the best thing to hear are the 
words “Jesus loves you.” 

 ☐ Rice Crispy Snack
Make or buy rice crispy squares. Bring a bowl of crispy rice cereal and some milk. Ask children to 
listen as you pour the milk on the cereal. Talk about hearing it snap, crackle, and pop; then hand 
out the squares to eat. Thank God for ears that hear and tongues that taste and talk.

 ☐ Get the Word Out
Do your students know other languages? Ask what 
words they know. Look online to learn “Jesus loves 
you” in another language. Talk about how God wants 
all people to know the 
Good News of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.


