
Leader and students may make the sign of the cross + in remembrance of their Baptism.

L:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

L:  O Lord, in the morning You hear my voice;

C:   In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. (PSALM 5 :3 )

L:  My mouth is filled with Your praise,

C:  And with Your glory all the day. (PSALM 71 :8 )

L:  O Lord, open my lips,

C:   And my mouth will declare Your praise.  
(PSALM 51 : 15)

L:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

C:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

BIBLE READING

CATECHISM READING

OPENING TALK

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (OPTIONAL)

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG OR SPOKEN)

GENERAL PRAYERS

LUTHER’S  MORNING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm 
and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. (Luther’s Small Catechism)

LESSON OPENINGS

As an alternative to individual level openings found in the Leader Guides, these Planning Pages include resources for 
large-group openings. Resources include the following:

 Ƚ a reproducible outline for opening worship
 Ƚ opening object lessons

After the large-group opening, students move to their level groups and continue with the rest of the lesson.

The opening leader begins each week’s adventure. This leader needs the energy and confidence to work with a large 
group of children. The opening leader should have the ability to get kids excited about learning. The large-group 
leader sets the tone for the day; choose this leader—or leadership team—carefully. Because of the variety of ages in-
volved, it is important to select a leader who communicates well with students.

ORDER OF OPENING WORSHIP

JESUS TEACHES HIS 
CHURCH

Unit 3
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LESSON 1 OPENING
A MERCY-FULL MESSAGE: THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Do some of you ever go shopping with your parents? Allow for answers. In many stores, 
you can shop by yourself and you don’t need a salesperson to help you. But there might 
be other times when you have questions or need help.

Sometimes, it seems that the workers there are so busy doing other things that they 
don’t have time to help you. How does that make you feel? Invite responses. Perhaps they 
don’t realize that the most important part of their job is to take care of the custom-
ers. Without the customers, they wouldn’t have a job. When they get busy with other 
tasks, such as stocking shelves or moving things, it can be easy for them to forget about 
serving customers.

As Christians, we, too, can sometimes lose focus of what is the most important thing in 
our lives. We can get so busy planning what we want and have to do that we don’t take 
time to think about others.

I have a story about this. A pastor noticed that no one greeted a new visitor to the 
church one Sunday. Everyone in the narthex was so busy talking to one another that 
they didn’t seem even to notice the visitor. How do you think the visitor felt? Accept 
responses. This bothered the pastor, so he went to one of the men and asked him why 
he didn’t take the time to welcome the visitor. The man explained that this was not his 
Sunday to be a greeter—his turn was next Sunday.

Jesus makes it clear in our lesson that we are to do these two most important things. 
The first one is to love God. The second one is to love others, as Jesus tells the man in 
our lesson today. What are some of the ways we can show love to our family and friends 
and think not just of ourselves? Are there chores around the house we can do without 
being asked? Encourage suggestions. Surprise your parents or brothers and sisters by 
doing something nice for them that they never expected. This can be a way for you to 
thank Jesus for loving you and always having time for you.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for loving us and caring for us. Give us unselfish hearts so 
we can show Your love by serving and caring for others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 10:25–37

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus loves us and helps 
us love others.

FAITH FOCUS
The Fifth Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
We fail to obey Jesus’ 
command to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” 
(Matthew 22:39).
In love, Jesus forgives 
our disobedience and 
enables us to love 
others.

BIBLE VERSE
We love because He first 
loved us. 1 John 4:19

VISUAL HELPS
No object needed
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LESSON 2 OPENING
A PRAYER LESSON: THE LORD’S PRAYER
Jesus tells us that we are to pray in His name. As Christians, we should always pray in 
the name of Christ. But we should not use His name as if it were a magic password to 
get our prayers heard. There is a good reason why we must always pray in His name. 
Maybe you can see this reason by pretending to go to the library with me.

I hope you all have been to the library and have a card such as this one. Show child’s 
card. As you go through the shelves, you find several books that you want to take home. 
Show books. You take the books and your card to the librarian. But as she looks at your 
card, she frowns and checks your card against her computer screen.

“I’m sorry,” she says, “but you can’t check out any more books. The last time you 
checked out books, you returned them late, one had a page missing, and several had 
jelly smeared all over them.” You tell her that you are sorry and that you’ll do better 
next time. But she still says you can’t have the books.

Just then, your mother comes in to get you. The librarian explains why you can’t have 
the books. Your mother agrees that the librarian is right; however, your mother also 
believes that you will try to do better next time. So she takes out her library card (show 
adult card) and gives it to the librarian. You still get your books, but you get them in 
your mother’s name. She is accepting the responsibility for you. If you mess up the 
books, it will be on her card.

In the same way, you have ruined your right to ask God for anything. You have not done 
all that He has commanded. You have not served Him and loved Him as you should. 
You have not loved other people as He told you to. None of us have. I know you haven’t, 
and I haven’t either. But God still loves us. Christ has come to be our Savior. He has ac-
cepted the responsibility for our sin. Now He says we can pray to God. We can pray, but 
not because we deserve it: we can’t ask on our own card. But we can pray in His name; 
we can ask on His card.

Often, we are afraid to ask God for help because we know we don’t deserve it. But it 
would be just as bad to ask Him if we thought we did deserve it. Yet we can have His 
help, because He wants to give it. Christ has earned our right to pray to God. When we 
ask in His name, we have the right to pray.

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You that You invite us to pray to You for all things at all 
times. Help me always to trust in Your promise to give me just what I need when I need 
it. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 11:1–13

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus teaches us to pray.

FAITH FOCUS
The Second 
Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
We neglect the gift of 
prayer, failing to look to 
God our Father for all 
things.
Jesus teaches us to 
pray, promising that 
the Father hears and 
answers all our prayers.

BIBLE VERSE
Pray for one another. 
James 5:16

VISUAL HELPS
Two library cards, one 
child’s and one adult’s 
(assuming they are 
different; if not, make 
cards that are obviously 
different); a stack of 
children’s books
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LESSON 3 OPENING
A SHEPHERD LOVES: THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Do you have any pets at home? Show a stuffed animal pet or a photo or video of your pet. 
Talk a little about your pet, if you have one. Do you take care of your pets? Maybe your 
parents have to remind you sometimes to feed them or to give them water. When you 
get busy with other things, it is easy to forget about your pets. Checking to see that your 
dog or cat has enough water to drink is easy to forget when you have a busy schedule 
with school and after-school activities. Aren’t you glad that your parents don’t forget 
to provide you with food and water each and every day? But unlike our pets, we can get 
ourselves a drink or a snack if we are thirsty or hungry. Pets must totally depend on us 
to provide for them.

In Jesus’ day, there were shepherds who took care of sheep. Not only would they make 
sure their sheep were fed and given water, but they would also protect them from harm 
and danger. Without a shepherd, sheep would not be able to take care of themselves. 
What do you think were some of the dangers that sheep would face? Pause for ideas.

Do you ever think that you are getting grown up and can take care of yourself? Even 
adults need to realize that without God watching over us as our Good Shepherd, none 
of us would be able to live. God not only keeps us safe and healthy but also provides us 
with all that we need. What are some things we might take for granted?

Do you know why God takes care of us? Just as a shepherd loves his sheep, God loves us 
and wants the very best for us. He will always be with us.

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, sometimes we only pray to You when we are in trouble or 
need something. Forgive us when we forget to thank You for Your care. Help us never 
forget to praise and worship You for everything we have. We pray in the name of Your 
Son, Your best gift of all. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
John 10:1–18; Psalm 23

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus cares for us.

FAITH FOCUS
The Sixth Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
Because of sin, we face 
both physical and spiritual 
danger in this world.
Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who laid 
down His life for us; He 
promises to lead, guide, 
and protect us.

BIBLE VERSE
[Jesus says,] “I am the 
good shepherd.” John 
10:11

VISUAL HELPS
Small stuffed animal pet, 
picture of your pet, or 
mobile device with a short 
video of your pet
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LESSON 4 OPENING
A TREE VIEW: ZACCHAEUS
Have you ever played hide-and-seek? In the game, one person is “it.” Whoever is “it” 
shuts his eyes while the others hide. If this child (show the doll) were playing hide-and-
seek, he might hide behind me. Where else could he hide? Allow students to answer.

In our Bible lesson for today, a man named Zacchaeus played a different kind of game 
with Jesus. Instead of hide-and-seek, he played show-and-seek. Instead of hiding from 
Jesus, he showed himself to Jesus. Because you or I might try to hide from Jesus some-
times, let’s talk about the story so we can also learn to play show-and-seek with Jesus.

Zacchaeus was a tax collector and a rich man. From what he said after he met Jesus, we 
know that he was rich because he had cheated others. We also know he was short. Jesus 
came to the town where Zacchaeus lived. Since Zacchaeus had done bad things, he 
might have tried to hide from Jesus. Because he was short, he could have hidden in the 
crowd or behind that sycamore tree, and no one would have noticed him. But he knew 
Jesus was the Savior who forgave sins. He wanted his sins forgiven. He wanted to see 
Jesus. Instead of hiding from Jesus, he climbed up into the tree. There he saw Jesus. Use 
the doll to show how he could have hidden but instead crawled up high to see Jesus.

Because Zacchaeus was up in the tree so he could see Jesus, Jesus could also see him. 
Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus, and then Jesus asked if He could go to his house for dinner. 
Zacchaeus said he was sorry for his sins and asked for Jesus’ help. Jesus forgave all his 
sins.

When we do something wrong, we sometimes try to hide from Jesus. If Jesus is the one 
who is “it” in hide-and-seek, He always finds us. He can see anywhere. He is always with 
us.

The problem is that when we hide from Jesus, we cannot see Him. When we hide from 
Him, we can’t hear Him tell us that He loves us and forgives us. When we hide from 
Him, we can’t follow Him and be His children.

So instead of playing hide-and-seek with Jesus, let’s be like Zacchaeus. Let’s play show-
and-seek. When we go to seek Jesus, we also show ourselves to Him. When we seek 
Him, we know He has already found us.

You can show yourself to Jesus when you come to church and Sunday School, when you 
pray and read your Bible, and when you let others know that you believe in the Savior. 
You show yourself to Jesus when you show others that you believe in Him and love Him.

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You that all sins are forgiven through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus. Help me never to hide from You or Your Word. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 19:1–10

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus loves sinners.

FAITH FOCUS
The Seventh 
Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
We ignore our own 
sin and point out the 
sinfulness of others.
Jesus came to seek and 
to save us and all who 
are lost in sin.

BIBLE VERSE
The Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost. 
Luke 19:10

VISUAL HELPS
A doll or stick figure of a 
child
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LESSON 5 OPENING
A CRUSHING TRUTH: JESUS IS CRUCIFIED
Act sad or concerned. Ah, good morning, children. Look at the bill. I’m so concerned about 
this bill that I’ll have a hard time keeping my mind on today’s message. This is the elec-
tric bill for our church. It’s kind of high, but it’s really no surprise. Each time we turn on 
a light switch or operate the air conditioning, we use electricity. The organ uses electric-
ity, and so do the machines in the office. We used the electricity, and now we must pay 
for it. Maybe some generous person will pay the bill, but maybe not.

This electric bill reminds me of the words Peter spoke as part of a sermon he preached 
to the people on Pentecost day. “This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God 
raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Him to be 
held by it” (Acts 2:23–24).

Sometimes we think it was a bad mistake that Jesus died on the cross. The Bible says 
that although He did nothing wrong, He was accused of a crime and killed for it. But the 
Bible also says Jesus was “delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowl-
edge of God” (v. 23). In other words, Jesus’ death was no mistake or accident. God 
purposely sent Jesus to die on the cross. Sounds cruel, doesn’t it?

When people sin, God says, “You’re not living the way I told you to live. Now you must 
pay for your sins.” If we think this electric bill is high, just think about the bill for our 
sins! We couldn’t pay it. Neither could anyone else. So God, because He loves us so 
much, decided to help. God decided that Jesus could pay for the sins of everyone in the 
world. In today’s lesson, we will hear more about just how Jesus did that.

Since someone had to pay for our sins, Jesus did it Himself. That’s like the electric 
company paying for the electricity they supplied and we used! It’s unlikely to happen. 
Nobody loves us the way God loves us. Jesus paid for our sins with His suffering and 
death.

That’s the Good News we hear so clearly every Sunday. Jesus isn’t dead anymore! On 
the third day after Jesus paid for our sins, He came back to life. Jesus rose from the 
dead. He’s with us right now, and He’ll stay with us wherever we go. He took away our 
sins, and someday He’ll also take us to heaven.

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You that You paid the price for my sins. Help us to share the 
Good News of the forgiveness You earned for us through Your suffering, death, and 
resurrection. In Your name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Matthew 27:11–66

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus died for our sins.

FAITH FOCUS
The Second Article, Part 2

LAW & GOSPEL
We are all sinful and 
deserve eternal death.
Jesus paid the price for 
the sin of the world by 
His suffering and death 
on the cross.

BIBLE VERSE
Christ died for our sins. 
1 Corinthians 15:3

VISUAL HELPS
Bill from electric company 
or other company
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LESSON 6 OPENING
A LIVING TRUTH: JESUS RISES
When we describe an event that happens very quickly, we may say that it happens in a 
second. We might also say that it happens in a moment. Perhaps we say in an instant. 
All of those are words that tell us that it will not take very long. Has anyone ever told 
you that something will happen in a blink of an eye? Allow children to answer. How long 
is that? Invite children to blink eyes and answer.

The blink of an eye is pretty fast. In fact, we do not even notice it unless we are in-
tentionally concentrating on our eyes blinking. A flash is just as fast. Take a picture 
so camera flashes. Did you see how quickly the flash was here and gone? Take a couple 
of more pictures with flash. The apostle Paul talks about something happening “in a 
moment,” like the flash of a camera, in 1 Corinthians 15:52. He uses these words to de-
scribe how fast things will change when Jesus returns. In that very short time the dead 
will be raised and the faithful glorified. Sin will be gone, and we will be made perfect in 
Christ.

In that moment, that flash of an eye, death will be no more. The change will be per-
manent for us and all the people of God. In today’s Bible lesson we will learn about 
another instant in which all things changed. We will learn about that moment when 
a resurrection from the dead happened. Pay close attention to what changed in that 
moment. The moment included a little fear for some; we will learn why. We will also 
learn how that quickly changed.

Sometimes things can change very quickly in our lives. In a flash of the eye, things may 
be different than they were before. Those changes may involve things or events that are 
scary or sad. Those changes may be large or small. In some instances, those changes 
may even involve death. Even when those changes are scary or involve death, we do not 
need to be afraid. Death has been undone by Jesus.

Death will be replaced with victory in just the blink of an eye (invite children to blink eyes 
again), in just a flash (take another picture with flash). Jesus will change death to life. Sin 
will be no more. We will all be changed from death to life in Jesus. In fact, the change 
has already happened for us.

At the font in our Baptism, we were changed. In a flash, God changed us from death to 
life in Him. He buried us in the death of our sin and raised us forgiven in Christ Jesus. A 
splash of water connected to His Word poured over us, and He pronounced us changed 
from death to life in Christ.

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for changing us from death in sin to life in You by forgiving 
us all of our sins. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Matthew 28:1–15

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus rose from the dead.

FAITH FOCUS
The Second Article, Part 3

LAW & GOSPEL
Sin separated us from 
God, and we are filled 
with fear.
Jesus died for us and 
rose again, conquering 
sin and death and giving 
us the joy of eternal life.

BIBLE VERSE
The Lord has risen! Luke 
24:34

VISUAL HELPS
Camera with a flash
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LESSON 7 OPENING
A REVEALING TRUTH: THE EMMAUS ROAD
What is this? Hold up sign; allow children to answer. You are correct; this is a sign with an 
arrow on it. Perhaps you have seen an arrow on a sign along the road while riding in a 
car. Maybe the arrow pointed the direction that the driver needed to go to arrive at the 
proper destination. Perhaps the arrow pointed to follow a detour. Arrows are helpful 
signs because they assist us in finding places.

Not every arrow is like the one on this sign. Arrows such as this are not the only way of 
pointing something out. What else might be used to tell us the way to go? Allow children 
to answer. Words may also be used as a type of arrow to tell us where to go, what to do, 
or how to accomplish a task. We do not always refer to such words as arrows. We may 
call them directions. No matter what we call them, the words function to tell us import-
ant information.

In today’s Bible lesson, we are going to learn about a very special discussion that took 
place while three people were walking along the road. This conversation happened on 
the very same day that Jesus rose from the dead. We will learn about what the people 
were discussing. Pay careful attention to what each person had to say to the others as 
they were walking. Two of the people had a lot of questions and were concerned about 
many things. We will learn what the third person had to say in response to the other 
two. We will also learn who each of these people were and why their conversation was 
important for us. Listen carefully to see if you hear about any arrows in the conversa-
tion; if you do, be sure to see to what they were pointing.

God’s Word also tells us of our sin and our need for a Savior. His Word tell us that we 
have a Savior named Jesus. His Word points us to the forgiveness that Jesus has won 
for us by His death and resurrection. For this reason we hear and study His Word in 
church, in Sunday School, and at home. His Word assures us that in Jesus we have been 
forgiven. His Word points us to eternal life with Him in heaven. The Word that points 
us to salvation is a very important arrow to be sure. Thanks be to God that He has given 
us this very Word in Jesus.

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for showing us the way to eternal life in You. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 24:13–35

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus shows He is alive.

FAITH FOCUS
The Power of the 
Sacrament of the Altar

LAW & GOSPEL
Our sinful nature blinds us 
to the truth of the Gospel.
Jesus opens our eyes 
through His Word and 
Sacraments so that we 
can believe and trust in 
Him.

BIBLE VERSE
Their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized Him. 
Luke 24:31

VISUAL HELPS
Large arrow sign
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LESSON 8 OPENING
AN ASCENDING TRUTH: JESUS ASCENDS
Do you enjoy playing ball? Allow students to respond. I do too! That’s why I brought along 
this ball to help with today’s message. Place ball in front of children. I wonder if this ball 
is equipped with batteries? Inspect the ball. No, there’s no place for batteries. Perhaps 
an engine makes it roll. Inspect the ball again. No, I don’t see a place to provide gas for 
an engine. Maybe it has a string attached. Inspect the ball again. Nope, no string. Tell me, 
how do you get a ball rolling? You push it or roll it.

You must push, throw, or kick a ball to get it moving. Does a ball ever quit rolling on its 
own? The ball will stop by itself unless someone keeps pushing or throwing or kicking it.

We Christians are like a ball. We need a push to get us rolling. Demonstrate with the ball. 
The early Christians were like that too. The Bible Book of Acts tells us how they got 
rolling.

The disciples were speaking with Jesus, and they wanted to know what He would do 
next. He had already died on the cross and come back to life. Now He was about to 
enter heaven, and He didn’t want to leave the disciples feeling lonely and powerless. So 
Jesus made this promise: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The Holy Spirit would get the disciples rolling, but rolling where? Their job was to 
witness. Witnesses tell what they’ve seen. Who had these disciples seen? They witnessed 
the life and works of Jesus, the things He did for others. They had seen the many wonderful 
things Jesus did. The best thing they had seen was Jesus when He came back to life 
after dying for our sins.

Where were the disciples supposed to witness? Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the whole 
earth. The disciples needed lots of power to do their witnessing. The Holy Spirit rolled 
them from place to place, spreading the Good News about Jesus. Many people believed 
the witnesses, so many people became Christians.

Now all this took place about two thousand years ago. That’s a long time to keep a 
story rolling! You and I hear the same message that people heard when the disciples 
first began witnessing. The Holy Spirit keeps adding more and more believers to Jesus’ 
family. Will people two thousand years from now need this message? They surely will! 
How can we keep the Good News rolling until then? They can tell friends and family 
members about Jesus. When they are older, they might work in the church as a full-time 
worker.

We have the same power that pushed the first Christians into sharing the message. The 
Holy Spirit lives in us, so we have the gift of faith too. We can tell all who will listen that 
Jesus took away their sins. They can believe this message because it’s God’s own words 
from the Bible.

You can use the Holy Spirit’s power when you get older too. Someday you might teach 
Sunday School or become a pastor or church worker. And if you become a mom or dad, 
you can tell your kids the Good News you already know. Then they’ll tell their kids, who 
will tell their kids, who will tell their kids—for another two thousand years—or more!

Pray: Heavenly Father, You give us faith through the Holy Spirit. Help us share our faith 
in Jesus, our Savior, through Your Holy Word. Let us be Your witnesses in the world 
today. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 24:44–53; Acts 1:1–11

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus ascended to 
heaven.

FAITH FOCUS 
Confession

LAW & GOSPEL
We live as though Jesus 
is not active in our lives 
and the world.
Jesus bodily ascended 
into heaven to prepare a 
place for us, promising 
always to be with us.

BIBLE VERSE
[Jesus says,] “I am with 
you always.” Matthew 
28:20

VISUAL HELPS
A ball
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LESSON 9 OPENING
A TELLING TRUTH: PENTECOST
Have you ever been in a place where someone was speaking in a language other than 
your own? If you have, you know that it is very difficult to understand what is happen-
ing. Hold up sign, non-English side out. Most of you probably do not know what this sign 
says. If you do, please do not say. If this sign were to tell you what to do, would you be 
able to follow the directions? Allow children to answer. You probably would not know 
what to do. You would likely be confused.

In Genesis 11, we read about a time when God caused the language of the people to 
become confused. At the tower of Babel, the people were attempting to build a great 
tower so that they could reach up to God. The people were seeking to be like God in 
a way to bring glory to themselves. The people were sinning and ultimately separat-
ing themselves from God. Sin would abound all the more, it seemed, if their efforts at 
building this great tower continued.

At Babel, God caused the languages to become confused. No longer were the people 
able to hear one another and understand what was being said. Everyone was speaking 
different languages. No longer could the people build the tower and attempt to bring 
glory to their own name. In fact, they were dispersed throughout the world. For gener-
ations, the people grew into many nations with many different languages. Confusion 
continued when they tried to communicate. Even when they spoke of the things of God, 
it was in different languages. Sin had infested everything.

In today’s Bible lesson, we are going to learn about an event during which God’s Word 
was heard in a new way. Jesus died, rose, and ascended into heaven. He had accom-
plished the work He came to do in order that the forgiveness of sins would be possible 
for the world. The event in today’s lesson took place shortly afterward. Be certain to 
listen to what happened on that day. See who came and changed a confusing situation 
into an opportunity for God’s Word to be proclaimed. As you listen, pay careful atten-
tion to the Word that was proclaimed that day; see if you can learn why it was import-
ant for everyone to be able to understand it.

Thankfully, the Word of God comes to us in a way that is clear. When we worship, most 
of the time, we are blessed to be able to do so in our own language. Hold up the sign, 
English side out. Now we can read the sign and know what it says, because it is in the 
language most of us speak. Thanks be to God that His Word has been translated into 
our language so that we may know what it says, learn, and believe it.

Pray: Lord God, breathe Your Holy Spirit upon us so that by the hearing of Your Holy 
Word our faith may be strengthened. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Acts 2:1–24

BIBLE TRUTH
God gives us the Holy 
Spirit.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Article, Part 1

LAW & GOSPEL
We think we can come to 
understand and trust in 
God by our own power.
The Holy Spirit works 
faith in our hearts 
as we hear His Word 
proclaimed.

BIBLE VERSE
You will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38

VISUAL HELPS
Sign with a phrase in 
a foreign language on 
one side and the English 
translation on the other 
(e.g., Komm, Heliger 
Geist, Herre Gott/Come, 
Holy Ghost, God and 
Lord)
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LESSON 10 OPENING
A SERVANT SPEAKS: STEPHEN
Hold up stone. What is this? Allow children to answer while tossing the stone from hand to 
hand. You are exactly right: this is a stone. We might find stones such as this out in a 
field when the earth is being tilled. Perhaps we have seen them on a gravel road forming 
the surface upon which the car is driven. Maybe they have been used as a part of the 
landscaping around our home or another building. Stones such as this one (still tossing 
hand to hand) are found in many places.

We know that we do not ever take a stone such as this and throw it at another person. 
Why do we not do that? Allow for answers. Correct: we could hurt someone very badly. It 
certainly would not be a polite thing to do, either. Unfortunately, there are people who 
persecute others. To persecute someone is to hurt or harm them in some way, usually 
because of something they happen to believe. Sometimes those who persecute others 
do this with stones. They persecute by stoning the person; that is, by throwing stones at 
them. This can seriously hurt the person or even cause them to die.

In today’s Bible lesson, we will learn about a man named Stephen. We will learn who He 
was and about many of the things that he said and did. As we learn about him, consider 
why some people may not have liked him very much. You might think about whether 
some would want to persecute him. Near the end of the lesson, we will learn about 
what happened to Stephen. Pay close attention to how Stephen was treated and how he 
responded. See if you can tell if Jesus was with Stephen during that time.

Persecuting and stoning (tossing stone hand to hand) are terrible for those who suffer 
them. Nevertheless, Jesus, who died for the forgiveness of our sins, promises to be with 
us in all things. He even promises to be with us when we are persecuted for believing in 
Him. In Him is our joy in all things.

Pray: Lord Jesus, preserve us from all harm and danger. Keep us safe in You. In Your 
name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Acts 6–7

BIBLE TRUTH
The Holy Spirit helps us 
serve God.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Article, Part 2

LAW & GOSPEL
We don’t want to hear 
about our sin, selfishness, 
or unbelief.
Through God’s Word, 
we hear that we are 
forgiven, and the Spirit 
moves us to believe and 
serve others.

BIBLE VERSE
Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

VISUAL HELPS
Stone or rock
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LESSON 11 OPENING
A DEACON DELIVERS: PHILIP AND AN ETHIOPIAN
Here is an important message for God’s children. Hold up first poster. Usually I ask one 
of you to read, but the words are quite large. Will it be okay if I read it for you? Read 
poster. Did you understand what I read? No. You are not alone. Long ago, in the days 
after the first Easter, a man read a message that he didn’t understand. This man worked 
for the queen of Ethiopia. (Ethiopia is a country in Africa.) He was reading some of Isa-
iah’s words from the Bible, but he didn’t understand what they meant. The Holy Spirit 
knew about the man’s trouble, so He sent another man named Philip to explain Isaiah’s 
words.

Imagine Philip running along next to the Ethiopian’s chariot. He must have been out of 
breath as he shouted, “Do you understand what you are reading?” (Acts 8:30). The man 
answered, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (v. 31). In today’s lesson, you will 
learn more about how this true story turns out.

Remember this poster, the one with the big words? Indicate first poster. You would need 
to attend school for many years before you could read and understand all these difficult 
words. But the Holy Spirit makes it easy to know what is most important. He puts the 
Good News in words most people can read and almost everyone can understand. Who 
will read this? Show second poster and allow a volunteer to read the message. Yes, Jesus 
loves you very much. He loves you so much that He suffered and died to take away your 
sins.

Do you ever get tired of hearing someone say, “I love you”? We always welcome those 
wonderful words. Jesus says those words to us each week in church and Sunday School. 
We hear how much God loves us when the pastor speaks. We thank God for loving us 
in the words we pray. And when the church service ends, the pastor blesses us in God’s 
name—another way of telling us that God loves us.

Your Sunday School teachers are like Philip in some ways. They tell you what it says in 
the Bible. They know at least fifty-two ways to tell you how much Jesus loves you. Each 
week, they tell Bible stories about how God takes care of His people. I hope you want to 
come back every Sunday to hear more true stories about Jesus.

Pray: Thank You, Lord, for speeding Philip to the Ethiopian. Thank You also for sending 
pastors and Sunday School teachers to us. We want to hear how much You love us too. 
Amen. 

LESSON TEXT
Acts 8:26–40

BIBLE TRUTH
The Holy Spirit works 
through the Word and 
Baptism to give faith.

FAITH FOCUS
The Nature of Baptism

LAW & GOSPEL
Without faith, we cannot 
understand the Word of 
Christ.
The Holy Spirit works 
through Word and water 
to bring us to faith in 
Jesus as our Savior.

BIBLE VERSE
Faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the 
word of Christ. Romans 
10:17

VISUAL HELPS
Poster board on which 
is printed “Yahweh is 
the benevolent and 
supernatural divinity 
whose penchant for acts 
of agape transcends 
human cognitive ability”; a 
second poster on which is 
printed “Jesus loves you 
very much”
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LESSON TEXT
Acts 9:1–31

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus chooses us, even 
when we are enemies of 
God.

FAITH FOCUS
The Fifth Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
Born in sin, we are 
enemies of God.
God chooses us to be 
His own in Baptism and 
makes us a new creation 
in Christ Jesus, our 
Savior.

BIBLE VERSE
If anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. 
2 Corinthians 5:17

VISUAL HELPS
Reversible article of 
clothing

LESSON 12 OPENING
AN ENEMY CONVERTS: SAUL
Hold up or wear reversible article of clothing. What is this? Allow children to answer. That 
is correct! You have identified this item correctly. You did so by looking at it and then 
telling me what you saw. The color, the materials, the type of item all became parts of 
your answer. At times, we may believe something to be something other than what it is 
or less than it is. Reverse item. What would you say this item is now? Allow for answers. 
Once again correct! It is not what it seemed at first, though, is it? The item is reversible 
and can be converted from being one thing into being another.

The answer to what we believed the item to be changed, did it not? New information 
was revealed to us, and suddenly our answer changed. In our case, our first answer was 
not wrong, but it was incomplete. Sometimes new information actually changes our un-
derstanding or belief about something from being in error to being correct. This change 
from error to correct understanding will likely also affect what we say or do thereafter.

In today’s Bible lesson, we will learn of another man named Saul. Saul had a very signifi-
cant event happen to him. Information changed for Saul. As you study the lesson, listen 
carefully to learn what information changed. Take note of how this new data affected 
Saul. You will learn about a number of things that changed for Saul. In fact, you will 
learn about changes to his identity, what he said, what he did, and even more. Listen 
for all of these changes and see how they came about. Be sure not to miss who changed 
Saul.

Each of us is a lot like Saul. We, too, did not believe in Jesus. In fact, we were enemies 
of Him in our sin. Jesus suffered and died for our sins so that He could grant us for-
giveness. He changed us from being His enemies into being His redeemed children. His 
Word transformed us in our Baptism, and we were converted from unbelief to belief in 
Him. We were changed from error in sin to life in Christ.

Pray: Lord Jesus, thank You for changing us from sinner to redeemed child of God. 
Help us always rightly to believe in You. Amen.
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LESSON 13 OPENING
A SOLDIER BELIEVES: A PHILIPPIAN JAILER
This document (hold up passport) has a very important function. Does anyone know 
what this document is? Allow children to answer. This is a passport. A passport is a 
legal document that is issued by the government of the country of which a person is a 
citizen. The document serves as a means of identification indicating who a person is 
and to what country they belong. In order for a person to enter a country that is not 
their own or to return to their own country, a passport is necessary. Citizenship is very 
important.

When a person is out of their own country and something bad happens to them, cit-
izenship becomes even more important. It is one’s home country that must come to 
the aid of its citizen. A person who is a citizen of a particular country may have special 
rights that become very important in such a situation. These rights and the person’s 
citizenship may just be what saves them.

In his letter to the Church at Philippi, the apostle Paul talks about heavenly citizenship. 
We are all citizens of this world and of a country in it as we live out our lives. Yet, our 
real citizenship is in our true home. As the children of God, we are citizens of heaven. 
God has made us to be His own people. He has redeemed us from the sin that has 
imprisoned us. He has released us from bondage in the foreign land of sin’s domain. As 
heavenly citizens, our lives are in Christ. On the Last Day, He will bring us to be with 
Him where He is. He will bring us into the place of our true citizenship: eternal life in 
heaven.

In today’s Bible lesson, we will learn about two men by the names of Paul and Silas. 
These men became imprisoned while they were traveling. You will find out why they 
were imprisoned and how they were treated in prison. During the time that they were in 
prison, a rather dramatic event took place. Study the lesson carefully to see if anyone’s 
citizenship changed during the time Paul and Silas were in prison. You will also want to 
pay careful attention to why Paul and Silas’s citizenship was important.

Our citizenship is very important to us. Our citizenship is one aspect of who we are as a 
person. It defines some aspect of our life. Yet, our citizenship is but a temporary reality. 
We are not permanent citizens of this world. Our true citizenship in Christ is far more 
important. This citizenship defines us as those who have been purchased and freed 
from sin. This citizenship is our eternal citizenship. All of our daily lives are defined as 
we live them out as people away from our true home, rejoicing in our heavenly citizen-
ship.

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, our King, thank You for making us to be citizens of heaven. 
Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Acts 16:16–40

BIBLE TRUTH
God rescues us from fear 
and gives us new life 
through His Word.

FAITH FOCUS
The Blessings of Baptism

LAW & GOSPEL
Without faith in Christ, we 
live in fear of punishment 
and death.
Our fear turns to joy 
when salvation in Jesus 
is proclaimed to us and 
we receive the blessings 
of Baptism by faith.

BIBLE VERSE
Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved. 
Acts 2:38

VISUAL HELPS
Passport (does not have 
to be real)
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LESSON 14 OPENING
A RETURNING TRUTH: CHRIST RETURNS
Have you ever been in a very dark room in which you could not see anything? If you 
have, you know that adding even a little light makes it possible to see. A very bright 
light (turn on light) can fill a space with so much light that you can see everything. 
Doctors use bright lights in hospitals during surgery so that they are able to see exactly 
what they are doing. Construction workers use bright lights to make a construction site 
visible so that they can work at night. When the light is turned off (turn off light), it goes 
back to being dark. For a moment it may be difficult to see, until our eyes adjust from 
light to darkness.

In 2 Chronicles 5:13–14, we read about a bright light that was present in a great cloud. 
The light came from the cloud that filled the Old Testament temple when the ark of 
the covenant was brought in. It filled the entire space; God was there. God’s glory had 
entered into the Holy Place. All who were there could behold His glory as He filled the 
temple. This was a great scene of God dwelling in the very midst of His people. God 
was physically present in the very midst of His people as they gathered to worship Him.

In today’s Bible lesson, we are going to learn about God’s glory in another place. We 
will learn about a man named John, who was given a special vision. In his vision, he was 
shown a vision of heaven. We will learn what he saw and what it looked like. We will 
learn about God’s glory in heaven. We will hear about the light in that place that John 
saw. Pay close attention to the source of the light. We will also learn about our future 
dwelling in that place.

When we gather together in the Divine Service, God’s glory is there dwelling in our 
midst. We do not see the same bright cloud that was present at the temple, but God in 
Christ is present. The very same Jesus who dwelt among us in human flesh during His 
earthly ministry is truly present among us, even now. He dwells with us and cares for us. 
In Him, our sins are forgiven. He keeps us in His Holy Church and shines the light of 
His Word upon us to nourish our faith.

Since Jesus dwells with us, we need not fear. He Himself is our light and grants us His 
salvation. Even in the darkness of death, the light of Christ shines brightly. In Jesus 
there is no darkness, only the light of His glory. In Him are we made secure and safe in 
the ark of His Church, both now and forever.

Pray: Blessed Lord Jesus, thank You for shining Your light upon us and dwelling with 
us. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Revelation 21:1–22:5

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus promises to take us 
to heaven.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Article, Part 3

LAW & GOSPEL
We suffer from the effects 
of sin in this world.
Jesus promises all 
believers that we will 
one day be with Him 
in heaven, where we 
will live joyfully in His 
presence forever.

BIBLE VERSE
God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes. 
Revelation 7:17

VISUAL HELPS
Bright light
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