
Leader and students may make the sign of the cross + in remembrance of their Baptism.

L:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

L:  O Lord, in the morning You hear my voice;

C:   In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. (PSALM 5 :3 )

L:  My mouth is filled with Your praise,

C:  And with Your glory all the day. (PSALM 71 :8 )

L:  O Lord, open my lips,

C:   And my mouth will declare Your praise.  
(PSALM 51 : 15)

L:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

C:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

BIBLE READING

CATECHISM READING

OPENING TALK

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (OPTIONAL)

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG OR SPOKEN)

GENERAL PRAYERS

LUTHER’S  MORNING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm 
and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. (Luther’s Small Catechism)

LESSON OPENINGS

As an alternative to individual level openings found in the Leader Guides, these Planning Pages include resources for 
large-group openings. Resources include the following: 

 Ƚ a reproducible outline for opening worship 
 Ƚ opening object lessons 

After the large-group opening, students move to their level groups and continue with the rest of the lesson. 

The opening leader begins each week’s adventure. This leader needs the energy and confidence to work with a large 
group of children. The opening leader should have the ability to get kids excited about learning. The large-group 
leader sets the tone for the day; choose this leader—or leadership team—carefully. Because of the variety of ages in-
volved, it is important to select a leader who communicates well with students.

ORDER OF OPENING WORSHIP

GOD REDEEMS HIS    
PEOPLE

Unit 2
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LESSON 1 OPENING
A DIVIDED KINGDOM—JEROBOAM AND REHOBOAM
Have you ever been asked what you would do if you were king for a day? It is a way of 
asking what you would do if you could have things your way. Hold up picture. Imagine 
that this is a picture of you.

You are the king, sitting on your throne. What would you do? Allow children to answer. 
Some of us might make sure our favorite food is served for dinner. Others might declare 
that people have to serve us. Maybe some of us would do something for someone else.

In today’s lesson, you are going to learn about a king who thought about himself and 
being a powerful king rather than worshiping the true God and thinking about the 
people he ruled over. His disrespect for the people and God eventually led to the 
kingdom dividing in two.  

Jesus is God and Lord over all things. Hold up Bible. The Bible tells us that He is King 
and rules over all the universe. Instead of ruling over all things from on high, Jesus 
placed Himself in a place of obedience. He was even obedient to the point of being cru-
cified on the cross. He, the King, allowed Himself to be put to death. I bet that not even 
one of us thought about giving up everything if we were king for a day.

Jesus did just that. He did it so that He might give all things to us. He did it so that He 
might give us forgiveness of our sins. It was the only way He could do that. God the 
Father has raised Jesus from the dead and glorified Him. Jesus sits on His heavenly 
throne as King. From there, He gives us all things. Jesus now serves us with His gifts 
as He cares for us. He makes us His own in Baptism, feeds us His body and blood, and 
nourishes us with His Word. 

Pray: Jesus, our heavenly King, we rejoice in the gifts You have given us and we thank 
You for them. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
1 Kings 11:9–13, 26–40; 
12:1–24

BIBLE TRUTH
God is faithful, even when 
we are not. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Sixth Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
Influenced by the sinful 
ways of the world, we 
turn away from God 
and fail to follow His 
commandments. 
God remains faithful 
to His people, showing 
His love and care for us 
through His Son, Jesus.

BIBLE VERSE
[Nothing] will be able to 
separate us from the love 
of God. Romans 8:39

VISUAL HELPS
Picture of a king on a 
throne, Bible
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LESSON 2 OPENING
COMFORT IN CAPTIVITY—JEREMIAH
Today I brought along a piece of paper and a pen. Let’s pretend that we have a day of 
vacation. We can do whatever we want. I need your help to plan the day. Who will help 
me? Raise your hand to cue the children on how to respond.

So, it’s morning on our day of vacation. What should we do first? Raise your hand if 
you have an idea. Allow the children to generate the agenda for the day. Provide guidance as 
the day progresses. The conversation might go something like this: Let’s start with a good 
breakfast. I like cereal, toast, juice, and coffee. What do you normally eat for break-
fast? Take just a few responses, and then return to the next event in the day. So, we have had 
breakfast. What next? Let’s take a trip to the zoo! There are so many wonderful animals 
there. God created all of them. Our time at the zoo will likely take all morning. So, 
what should we do for lunch? I like pizza and hamburgers. Which one should we have? 
The children will likely vote verbally. All right, we have the afternoon. What is our next 
fun event? You know, it’s probably getting a little hot [cold] outside. Maybe we should 
do something fun indoors. Who has an idea? Allow the children to offer ideas. Let’s go to 
the movies! Which one should we see? Likely, the children will be aware of current movie 
choices. Raise your hand if you are going to have popcorn at the movies. I know that I 
will. Raise your hand and wait for the children to do the same.

What a fun day we have planned! Boys and girls, just like we made a plan for our day of 
vacation, we remember that God made a plan for us. God created the world and it was 
good. Sadly, we disobeyed God and brought sin into the world. But God wasn’t done 
with us! He still had a plan! He sent Jesus into the world to die on the cross and rise 
on Easter morning. In Jesus, God forgives our sins and will one day take us to heaven. 
While we wait for Jesus to return, God strengthens and comforts us with the Bible, 
Baptism, and Holy Communion. What’s more, God invites us to take part in building 
His kingdom. What a plan!

Today we will learn about the prophet Jeremiah and how God had a plan to use him to 
care for God’s people. They didn’t always trust in God and follow Him, but God kept 
His promise to care for His people and deliver them. Let’s pray!

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, so often we forget what You have done for us in Jesus 
Christ. We fail to trust in Your plan. Encourage us with the Good News of forgiveness 
and eternal life in Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Jeremiah 1:4−10; 29:1–14; 
31:31–34; 33:14–16

BIBLE TRUTH
God is faithful, even in 
difficult times.

FAITH FOCUS
Daily Prayers

LAW & GOSPEL
Sin separates us from 
God and causes us to 
feel hopeless and without 
direction. 
Jesus, David’s righteous 
branch, came to restore 
our relationship with 
God, giving us a future 
and the hope of eternal 
life.

BIBLE VERSE
I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope. 
Jeremiah 29:11

VISUAL HELPS
Pen or pencil, piece of 
paper, hard surface for 
writing
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LESSON 3 OPENING
A TRAP AND A RELEASE—DANIEL
Can I show you my bear face? Wait for the children to nod their heads or say yes. Give your 
best bear face. Now, let me see your best bear face! Pause while the children make bear 
faces. Those are great bear faces! I’d better watch out!

I brought along some paper and a marker. Present the items to the group. This morning, 
we are going to draw a bear’s head. All right, let’s get our paper in a place where we can 
all see it. Now, I’ll start with a big circle. Then we’ll give our bear a big mouth. Use all the 
space on the paper. Ultimately, you want a bear’s head with large teeth. Next, we’ll include 
eyes. Our bear has to have a nose. If possible, allow the kids to draw. Finally, our bear will 
need big teeth. Give the bear at least four big teeth.

This bear is just make-believe. However, there is something that isn’t make-believe, 
and this drawing of a bear is going to help us learn about it. Sometimes the world tells 
us lies. The world says that there is no God. That’s a lie. Write “There is no God” on the 
paper. Draw a line from that sentence to one of the bear’s teeth. The world tells us that it’s 
okay to disobey our parents. Write “Disobey your parents” on the paper. Draw a line from 
that sentence to another of the bear’s teeth. The world tells us that going to church is a 
waste of time. Do the same as above. The world tells us that Jesus didn’t die on the cross 
for our sins. Do the same.

Point to the teeth. All of these lies can be scary. The world can be scary. The world can be 
scary like a bear with big teeth. Sometimes it’s easy to think that the world is right and 
God is wrong. Scratch your head and pretend you are thinking. We might think, “Maybe 
God isn’t real. Maybe it is okay to disobey my parents. Maybe church is just a waste of 
time. Maybe Jesus didn’t die for my sins.”

How do we know that these are lies? That’s right, the Bible! Hold up Bible. God tells us 
in the Bible that He is real. He tells us how we are to live and that we should learn from 
Him. God’s Word gives us the Holy Spirit and faith! They give us trust that Jesus, God’s 
Son, died on the cross to take away our sins.

This morning, we will learn about Daniel. Daniel had to face something very scary, just 
like this bear that we drew. We’ll learn what the Lord did to take care of Daniel. Let’s 
pray.

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, we are tempted to believe the lies of this world and to 
ignore You and Your Word, the Bible. Encourage us to trust You. Thank You for the best 
truth of all—forgiveness in Jesus. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Daniel 6

BIBLE TRUTH
God rescues us from 
danger. 

FAITH FOCUS
The First Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
Our enemy the devil 
pursues us like a roaring 
lion, trying to destroy us 
and separate us from 
God. 
God delivers us from the 
attacks of the evil one by 
sending His Son, Jesus, 
to rescue us.

BIBLE VERSE
[God] delivers and 
rescues. Daniel 6:27

VISUAL HELPS
Large sheet of white 
paper or cardstock, hard 
surface for drawing, 
marker or crayon, Bible
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LESSON 4 OPENING 
HOMECOMING HOPES—RETURN FROM EXILE
When I am not here at church or at work, I have a home. I have a place where I live. My 
home has walls, a roof, doors, and windows. I sleep in my bedroom, cook food in my 
kitchen, watch television and read books in the living room. When the weather is nice, I 
go out in the backyard. Feel free to embellish this portion to fit your own home.

Tell me about your home. Raise your hand to model how the children should respond. Take 
a few responses. Part of having a home is knowing where you live, the address. Present the 
piece of mail. Take a look at this piece of mail. It has an address on it. The people at the 
post office read this address, and they send it to this home. Do you know that you have 
another home, one that is much better than the one you have here on earth? Likely, the 
children will nod their heads. Who can tell me the name of that home? Raise your hand 
again to model for the children. Yes, that’s right! It’s called heaven. My home here on 
earth has an address. Our home with God has an address too. It’s heaven.

Present the map. What are maps used for? Right! We use maps to tell us how to get 
where we want to go. Open the map. Should I go north, south, east, or west? A map 
can tell me how to get to my home here on earth. We also have a map to our home in 
heaven. This map is not like any other map. Can you guess what I am talking about? If 
the children struggle to reach the correct answer, slowly move your hand toward the Bible. It’s 
the Bible. God tells us in the Bible that this world is not our home, and that we need 
forgiveness in order to live with Him in heaven. We can’t get there on our own. He has 
to bring us home.

Present the key. What do we use keys for? Right! Keys open doors. I have a key for my 
front door, back door, and other rooms in my home. We also have a key to heaven, our 
heavenly home. This key is different from all other keys. It’s not really a key at all; it’s 
a person. Who am I talking about? If the children struggle, point to one of the crosses in the 
church. Jesus is the key. Jesus died on the cross to wash away our sins. Because of Jesus, 
God has opened the door to heaven for us. He welcomes us home.

This morning, we are going to hear about God’s people in the Bible. They were lost for a 
long time. In just a minute, we’ll learn what God did to help them! Let’s pray.

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, sometimes we forget that we have a heavenly home with 
You. Thank You for opening the door to heaven through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Ezra 1:1–2; 7:11–28; 
Nehemiah 2:1–8; 12:27–
43

BIBLE TRUTH
God keeps His Word.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Commandment

LAW & GOSPEL
We become discouraged 
by the effect of sin on our 
lives and we forget the 
promises of God. 
God graciously and 
mercifully keeps His 
Word and His promises 
in Jesus Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
You are a gracious and 
merciful God. Nehemiah 
9:31

VISUAL HELPS
Piece of mail with an 
address, map, Bible, key

5
Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 432152.



LESSON 5 OPENING 
A NATIVITY NIGHT—JESUS’ BIRTH
Play “real or fake?” Alternately describe the animals in your pictures and some imaginary 
ones. Ask the students to vote “real or fake” and tell why they voted that way. Talk briefly about 
where and how we learn about animals (zoos, school books, TV science shows) and which 
animal is their favorite. Ask if they would like to go see where their favorite animals live.

It’s fun to read about and see pictures of cool animals, but it is even more fun to see 
them live, up close and personal. Pictures and books show you where animals live 
and what they’re like. But when you go see them, you learn so much more—what they 
sound like, smell and feel like, and how big they are. You can believe all that from books 
and pictures, but experiencing it for yourself lets you really understand it.

When we learn about cool things, we almost always want to go see them for ourselves. 
That happened in the Bible a lot. Moses saw a burning bush and went to get a closer 
look; when he did, he met God! Noah believed God would send two of every animal on 
earth to the ark God told him to build, but he must have been amazed when he actually 
saw it. When people heard about the miracles Jesus did, they rushed to see for them-
selves and understood God’s amazing power.

God created us with curiosity and a spirit of exploration. He wants us to learn about 
Him and experience Him for ourselves. He speaks to us through His Law to motivate us 
to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness. In Baptism, He sends His Holy Spirit right 
into us, to create faith in us so we can believe in Him and understand Him. He calls us 
to gather in worship to hear His Word. He blesses us with His presence in the water of 
Baptism and the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, where He gives us His love and 
forgiveness. He also reassures us of His love through the hands of blessing on our heads 
and His Word spoken over us. God has given us a sense of wonder about all the amazing 
things we experience; and He helps us to freely share with others the exciting things 
in our lives, including our wonderful God. He’s just too amazing for us to keep Him to 
ourselves.

In today’s Bible account, you’ll hear about people who learned something about God 
and believed it. Listen for what they did next to experience God for themselves.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for creating us to want to know You, and for sending Jesus 
to take away our sins so we can experience and understand You. Help us tell others 
about You so they can know You too. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 2:1–20

BIBLE TRUTH
God sent our Savior, 
Christ the Lord.

FAITH FOCUS
The Second Article, Part 1

LAW & GOSPEL
We are all sinners and in 
need of a Savior. 
God sent His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be born into 
this world to be our 
Savior from sin, death, 
and the devil.

BIBLE VERSE
For unto you is born . . . a 
Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. Luke 2:11 

VISUAL HELPS
Pictures of strange-
looking animals (emu, 
platypus, giraffe, or 
others)
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LESSON 6 OPENING
WISE MEN WORSHIP—MAGI
Before students enter the room, hide a small object in a box somewhere reachable but out of 
sight. Once students are settled, explain that one of them will be chosen to search for something 
in the room by following a light. Select a “searcher” (perhaps the student who will next have 
a birthday) to come forward. Describe the size and color of the box he or she is seeking. Turn 
off or dim the lights, and turn on the flashlight and have the student stand in the beam of light 
illuminating the floor.

Tell the students that they are welcome to encourage the “searcher” and suggest places to look, 
but they are not to leave their seats. Move the beam of the flashlight around the room where 
they suggest, taking the searcher to various spots where something could be hidden. After a few 
minutes, steer the searcher to where the object is hidden. When the student finds the hidden 
object, lead the students in applause and have the searcher be seated.

Our Bible lesson today recounts the story of how the Wise Men searched for baby Jesus 
shortly after His birth. As you study today, think of the questions that the Wise Men 
must have had and the feelings they probably had before, during, and at the end of their 
journey.

Sometimes when we search for things, we can experience feelings of frustration, dis-
appointment, and anger. It can seem like we will never find what we’re looking for. 
Whether we’ve lost a favorite toy, piece of jewelry, or pet, it can sometimes seem like 
we’ll always be searching in the dark.

We can imagine how the Wise Men must have wrestled with their emotions as they 
searched for Jesus, and their excitement as they finally found Him—the “light of the 
world”—right in front of them!

In life, we are all searching for something. Maybe we want to have the best grades in 
class or be the best at sports or get the newest technology. Sometimes the things we 
are searching for lead us further away from where we should be. Often, we wrestle with 
feeling like we are searching in the darkness and don’t know if we will find what we’re 
looking for.

Just as God gave the Wise Men a star to follow in order to find Jesus, He gives us clues 
to find what will really fulfill our search in the Bible. We don’t have to feel like we are 
lost and searching in the darkness, because the Bible lights our way straight to Jesus. In 
Scripture, we find that Jesus is always there for us, ready to accept us as His beloved 
children. John writes in chapter 8, verse 12: “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.’  ” Jesus is our light in the darkness!

Pray: Father God, we thank You for the gift of Your Holy Scripture, which lights the 
way to the truth about Jesus. We pray that You would help us to be excited about our 
Savior and the gift of salvation that we receive from Him, and that we would share that 
joyous message with everyone around us. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Matthew 2

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus is God.

FAITH FOCUS
The First Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
We neglect to spend time 
in worship and God’s 
Word. 
God lovingly guides us to 
His Word, which points 
us to the Word incarnate, 
Jesus Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
Oh come, let us worship 
and bow down. Psalm 
95:6 

VISUAL HELPS
Small object to hide 
(e.g., toy, dollar bill, or 
necklace), small box to 
hold the object, and a 
flashlight
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LESSON 7 OPENING
CLAIMED AND TESTED—JESUS’ BAPTISM  
AND TEMPTATION
Set a large, clear bowl of water in a place where all the students will be able to see it. Place your 
food coloring and bleach close to the bowl so you can easily reach them as you talk (take care 
that the bowl and supplies will not be touched by the students; bleach in particular is a caustic 
liquid and should be handled with care).

In today’s lesson, we will learn more about John the Baptist and Jesus’ Baptism. The 
Bible tells us that at Jesus’ Baptism, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit de-
scended on Jesus like a dove. What an incredible sight that must have been to witness!

As we can see, Baptism is a really important thing. But what exactly happens in 
Baptism? Let’s do a little experiment together to better understand it.

Hold up the bowl of water and point out that this represents us and that the food coloring 
represents our sins—all the mistakes and bad things we do. Drop in a few drops of food color-
ing and stir it together with your spoon, explaining that every time we sin, we’re further and 
further from being clean and good. The more food coloring you add, the darker the water will 
become, signifying how utterly sinful we are.

As you look at this darkened bowl of water, say, This is what our lives look like without 
Jesus. Without His forgiveness, we are doomed to be stuck permanently with our sins. 
They have stained us beyond repair.

However, we praise Jesus because we are made fresh and new through His sacrificial 
death on the cross! Through the blood of Jesus, we are made clean again.

Pour bleach into the bowl, stirring until it restores the colored water back to being clear again.

In Baptism, we receive a great blessing: we are claimed as God’s own precious children, 
redeemed through His Son, Jesus. We can rest secure in the knowledge that no matter 
how stained our lives might be, we are always made clean through the blood of Jesus. 
Through Baptism, we are forgiven!

Pray: Dear Jesus, we thank You for the gift of Baptism. Through You, we can live confi-
dently in the knowledge that no matter how stained and dirty we may become because 
of sin, we can always be restored and made clean through the forgiveness You freely 
offer us. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 3:15–22; 4:1–13

BIBLE TRUTH
God’s beloved Son was 
baptized and tempted for 
us. 

FAITH FOCUS
What Baptism Indicates

LAW & GOSPEL
We are continually 
tempted by the devil and 
cannot keep God’s Law. 
The baptized Jesus 
resisted the devil’s 
temptations and kept 
God’s Law on our behalf.

BIBLE VERSE
[God says,] “I have called 
you by name, you are 
Mine.” Isaiah 43:1

VISUAL HELPS
A large, clear bowl of 
water; food coloring; 
bleach; a long-handled 
spoon
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LESSON 8 OPENING
FISHERS FOLLOW—JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES
Invite your students to listen carefully to you as you clap a rhythm; challenge them to clap 
the same rhythm back to you in response. Start with just a few seconds of a rhythm, and then 
gradually build up to longer and more complex clapping rhythms. Repeat this several times.

What’s difficult about following along with someone else? Overcoming distraction, feeling 
worried or uncertain, not being sure of the outcome of following along. What sort of people 
do you frequently have to follow? Teachers, parents, coaches, police officers, security guards, 
and others.

In our Bible story, we will hear about Jesus calling His disciples to follow Him. How do 
you think you would feel if Jesus asked you to follow Him as He did them?

Fear, uncertainty, and distractions didn’t stop Peter, James, and John from listening to 
Jesus. God instead gave them faith to listen to Jesus. And as they listened, they realized 
that Jesus knew them already and had great things in store for their lives. Instead of 
letting their feelings get in the way, they were moved by faith to follow Jesus.

Following Jesus can be intimidating, scary, or even unknown. As sinful people, we 
sometimes refuse to follow, doubt that Jesus can use us, or follow for the wrong 
reasons. But Jesus knows us intimately, just like He knew what was in the hearts of 
these disciples. He paid for our sin through His death on the cross, He renews His call 
to us, and He gives us the strength to follow Him.

We follow Jesus every day by reading His Word, praying, going to church, and listening 
to what our pastors and teachers help us understand about the Bible.

Jesus promised the disciples that they would see some incredible things when they 
followed Him, like angels and heaven itself being opened. We, too, have the joy of antic-
ipating some amazing things in our future when we follow Jesus!

Pray: Father God, we thank You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Just as the dis-
ciples overcame their feelings, we pray that You would help us overcome our feelings 
of worry, uncertainty, or distraction. Give us the strength to follow You with joy in our 
hearts. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Luke 5:1–11

BIBLE TRUTH
Jesus calls us to follow 
Him. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Office of the Keys

LAW & GOSPEL
We are distracted by the 
things of this world as we 
search for purpose and 
meaning in our lives. 
Jesus calls and enables 
us to follow Him, for He 
is the only way, truth, 
and life.

BIBLE VERSE
[Jesus says,] “Follow Me.” 
John 1:43

VISUAL HELPS
None required
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LESSON 9 OPENING
THE WINE SIGN—A WEDDING AT CANA
Look excited. Oh boy! I hope you like surprises, because today you’re going to have one. 
Pause. Oops. Maybe I shouldn’t have told you about the surprise. In a loud whisper, say, I 
mean, I hope I didn’t ruin the you-know-what.

Invite your guest to come forward. Welcome him or her.

To begin, let’s find out something new about our guest and the object(s) in this bag.

Interview your guest by asking questions about his or her family and employment. Is there 
anything else we should know about you? After all, we aren’t really surprised yet. And 
we don’t know what’s in this bag.

At this cue, the guest reveals his or her uniform. What a surprise! It looks like you play on 
some kind of team.

Have the guest acknowledge that fact and show off some athletic skills with the item(s) 
removed from the bag: dribbling a basketball, swinging a bat, kicking a soccer ball, or moving a 
hockey stick, for instance. After a brief display, interview the guest. Find out more information 
that might “wow” the students, such as team wins and losses, or personal or team awards. At 
the end of the interview, thank your guest and continue.

Wow! I never knew that about [name of guest]. What a surprise. Maybe I’ll have to get 
some advice the next time I want to play [name of guest’s sport].

Sometimes we see people at church and we think we know them pretty well. Then later, 
we find out a surprising thing about them. Maybe we see people at work dressed in a 
special uniform, like a police officer or a chef. Or maybe we see them in a picture on 
Facebook or other media that shows us something new.

In today’s Bible story, some of Jesus’ friends, His disciples, find out something surpris-
ing about Jesus. These men had already spent quite a bit of time with their teacher and 
thought they knew Him. Then, something happens that opens their eyes. They find out 
something new about Him.

Pay attention to this true story. See if Jesus wears a uniform or does something remark-
able. And while you are listening carefully to the story, find out why Jesus’ surprise is 
God’s Good News for you too. Find out how you can see Jesus today.

Pray: Dear Jesus, open my eyes and ears to see and hear surprising things about You. 
Help me see You as You truly are—the Son of God. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
John 2:1–11

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God Jesus does 
miracles.

FAITH FOCUS
The Benefit of the 
Sacrament of the Altar

LAW & GOSPEL
We are tempted to doubt 
who Jesus is.
Jesus shows us that He 
is our Savior and God 
through His Word and 
Sacraments.

BIBLE VERSE
Jesus . . . manifested His 
glory. John 2:11

VISUAL HELPS
Choose an adult who 
plays on a sports team to 
help you. Ask that adult 
to wear his or her uniform 
jersey under a jacket so 
the jersey is not visible to 
the children. In an opaque 
bag, hide something 
used in the guest’s sport: 
basketball, bat and ball, 
volleyball, hockey stick 
and puck.
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LESSON 10 OPENING
MOUNTAIN MESSAGE—JESUS PREACHES  
ON THE MOUNT
When I am having a bad day, I try to look for God’s blessings in my life. Share examples 
of blessings that are easy to recognize, such as good health, a job you like, a family, a wonderful 
church, and, of course, Jesus.

Then, focus on one. I think of food as a blessing. What are some of your favorite things to 
eat? Accept answers.

Sometimes, blessings come to us in strange ways—ways we don’t recognize. Here’s an 
example. Show the carrot(s). It’s a carrot. Inside a carrot is hidden all sorts of good stuff. 
For example, carrots contain beta-carotene. It gives them their bright orange color. 
When you eat a carrot, beta-carotene is converted into vitamin A. Vitamin A helps your 
eyes. So go ahead and blink them. And wave your arms too. Vitamin A also helps your 
bones. Eating carrots may not be your favorite thing, but you have to admit that you 
like to see and use your bones to do all sorts of things.

Pull out the toothbrush next. Here’s another object that brings a blessing. It’s my tooth-
brush. Maybe you don’t like to brush your teeth, but you do it anyway. If I didn’t brush 
my teeth, I’d have all sorts of problems inside my mouth. I might have cavities or gum 
disease. Brushing your teeth may seem boring, but it really is a blessing.

What else do I have? Show the bicycle helmet. Raise your hand if you have one of these. 
When I ride a bike, I wear a helmet to protect my skull and my all-important brain 
inside. I wear the helmet because I know accidents happen. So the helmet is another 
kind of hidden blessing.

Let’s see what I have next. Oh, look. It’s a picture of a sad face. Show the picture of the 
sad face. What are some things that make you sad? Solicit answers, and discuss each one 
briefly. In this sinful world, we will have sad times. We will have tears and losses and 
end up with sad faces. We will have pets and family members that die. You may wonder 
how a blessing can be hidden in a sad time. If you do, then you’re in the right place.

In today’s Bible story, you’ll find out what Jesus told some people about how He blesses 
us even when bad things happen to us in the world. You won’t want to miss it.

Pray: Dear Jesus, I want to hear what You say about hidden blessings too. Help me to 
listen to Your Word and believe it. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Matthew 6:25–34

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God takes care of us.

FAITH FOCUS
The Ninth and Tenth 
Commandments

LAW & GOSPEL
We are unsure of God’s 
love for us, and we worry 
about the things of this 
life. 
God shows loving 
kindness to us through 
His daily care and 
promises fulfilled in 
Jesus.

BIBLE VERSE
[God] cares for you. 
1 Peter 5:7 

VISUAL HELPS
Carrots, a toothbrush, a 
bicycle helmet, a sad face 
drawn on a paper plate
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LESSON 11 OPENING
A WEATHER WONDER—JESUS CALMS A STORM
It’s good to see all of you today. Let’s begin by taking a quiz. I need four volunteers to 
listen to my clues about a superhero. Then I want you to guess who it is and write your 
answer on this paper.

Choose four volunteers to join you in the front. Give each team of two a piece of paper and a 
pencil. Encourage the other students to remain quiet as you read the clues.

Listen carefully. When I finish reading all the clues, I will give you a chance to name the 
superhero. Begin reading the following sentences.

I fight evil.

I wear red.

My boots are often yellow.

I have the power of super speed.

I wear a lightning bolt on my shirt.

Who am I? Accept answers. Then show everyone the picture of Flash.

Flash is a superhero. He’s been around for a while. And he may be one of your favorite 
superheroes.

Flash can run at a super speed. He helps people in trouble. Do you think Flash could 
outrun a storm? Could he rescue some men in a little boat on a lake before a storm 
hurts them? He might be able to do those remarkable things in a comic book story. He 
might be able to do it in a fictional movie. But in real life, no way. Flash isn’t real.

But someone else has power to help in a flash. Once, Jesus and some of His disciples 
were out in a boat when a storm came up. The strong wind made powerful waves toss 
the boat. Water flooded over the sides of the boat. Even the disciples who were experi-
enced fishermen were frightened, so it must have been a bad storm. Those experienced 
fishermen were almost certain they would die. They needed help in a hurry.

As you listen to today’s Bible story, find out what happened, who helped, and what the 
disciples said about their helper after the storm. Then find out more about who can 
help you in the storms of your life. Find out who can rescue you.

Pray: Dear Jesus, be with me today as I listen to the stormy rescue story. Give me a 
faith that trusts You in the storms of my life. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Mark 4:35–41 

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God Jesus has power 
over creation.

FAITH FOCUS
The First Article, Part 2

LAW & GOSPEL
Sin causes us to fear and 
doubt God’s power to 
care for us. 
Jesus takes away our 
fear, proving by His 
actions that He will 
always care for us.

BIBLE VERSE
Fear not, for I am with 
you. Isaiah 41:10

VISUAL HELPS
Four volunteers, a picture 
of the superhero Flash 
(download a color photo 
from the internet), two 
pencils, two pieces of 
paper
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LESSON TEXT
Mark 5:21–24, 35–43

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God Jesus has power 
over death.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Article, Part 3

LAW & GOSPEL
Sickness and death cause 
us to be overcome with 
sorrow and despair. 
God showed His power 
over sin and death when 
He raised Jesus from the 
dead.

BIBLE VERSE
Jesus Christ heals you. 
Acts 9:34

VISUAL HELPS
A drone, a picture of a 
drone, or a video clip of a 
drone in action

LESSON 12 OPENING
A LIFE RESTORED—JAIRUS’S DAUGHTER
Today we’re going to talk about power, amazing power. To begin, let’s find out what 
you know about drones. Show the picture of a drone or show a video clip of one in opera-
tion. What is this? A drone. Drones are powerful. You might even say they have amazing 
power.

Let’s find out more about them. Raise your hand if you know something about drones.

Call on students to supply some of the following information:

 Ƚ A drone is an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).
 Ƚ Drones are often controlled remotely.
 Ƚ Drones are used for dangerous or dull, repetitive missions.
 Ƚ After drones complete their missions, they might be recovered or destroyed.
 Ƚ Drones can be powered by using solar energy, batteries, or fuel.
 Ƚ Drones are built by people.
 Ƚ Sometimes drones are used by the government to map areas with photos.
 Ƚ Police or military might use drones to search out and destroy enemies.

People can use the spying power of drones for good. Drones can carry cameras that take 
pictures and relay information needed in rescue efforts. Those pictures spot danger, 
alert helpers, and thus save lives. Drones might be used after a storm to search areas for 
people in trouble. Or they might survey hot spots in a blazing fire and provide pictures 
to guide firefighters. The government’s military forces use unmanned aircraft systems 
to spy on enemies and even take them out. They use them to keep us safe.

Maybe someday you’ll build a drone or use one to help others. That would be a power-
fully good thing! But even though drones are powerful, their powers are limited. Can 
drones keep us safe from every evil? No. Do drones have power over life and death? No.

The power of a drone isn’t as amazing as another power you’ll read about in today’s 
Bible story from the Book of Mark. In this true story, Jesus comes to the rescue. He 
swoops in to save a little girl’s life. He does something powerful through His spoken 
word and His touch.

So get ready to read about Jesus’ amazing power. Learn how He used His power then 
and how it is at work in saving your life too!

Pray: Dear Jesus, as I listen to today’s Bible story, help me learn more about Your 
amazing power, a power that can raise me and all believers to eternal life. Amen.
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LESSON 13 OPENING
THE FISH-AND-BREAD SIGN—JESUS FEEDS FIVE 
THOUSAND
Before the students arrive, set the bread, cutting boards, and knives on the table. Put the paper 
and marker within reach.

Welcome the students as they arrive.

It’s so good to see you today. I hope you had a good breakfast and a good night’s rest, 
because today I need three sharp volunteers to help us determine if something is possi-
ble or impossible. Raise your hand if you would like to help.

Ask three volunteers to come forward. One of them stands behind the table. The other two 
stand on either end of the table near the bread, cutting boards, and knives.

Before we begin the contest, let’s count off one by one and find out how many students 
and teachers are here today. Help the students count off one by one. Then, write the number 
on the large piece of paper for everyone to see. Ask the volunteer behind the table to hold the 
paper.

To the contestants, say, When I say the word “go,” take the pieces of bread out of the bag 
and cut them into enough pieces so that each person we counted gets one. Point to the 
number on the paper and say, You will need that many pieces.

I will time you by counting off thirty seconds. When I say the word “stop,” put down 
your knife. Do you have any questions? Answer any questions.

Boys and girls, quietly tell your neighbor if you believe it is possible or impossible for 
our chef friends to cut enough pieces so we can all eat a bit of bread.

Do the experiment; then, check the results. No doubt, it was impossible for your contestants to 
cut enough pieces. Before continuing, thank your volunteers for trying.

It’s a good thing we weren’t starving, because it just wasn’t possible for our volunteers 
to cut the bread into enough pieces so we could each have even one little smidgen. They 
tried, but for them, it was impossible. They didn’t have the power to make one piece of 
bread feed so many people.

In today’s Bible story, the unbelieving disciples have an experience with bread. What 
seems impossible to them becomes possible because of Jesus. As you listen to today’s 
Bible story, find out how the impossible became possible with Jesus. Learn how that is 
true for you too.

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, as I listen to the Bible words and hear what Jesus did so 
long ago, help me believe that You also promise to care for all my needs. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
John 6:1–15

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God Jesus provides 
for us. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Fourth Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
Our faith is weak, and we 
fail to trust in God to give 
us what we need. 
For the sake of Jesus, 
God promises to provide 
for all our earthly and 
spiritual needs.

BIBLE VERSE
God . . . richly provides us 
with everything. 1 Timothy 
6:17

VISUAL HELPS
A large piece of craft 
paper; a marker; two 
pieces of bread, each in 
a plastic zipper bag; two 
cutting boards; two plastic 
knives; and a table. Note: 
Adjust the size of the 
bread if you have a small 
number of children.
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LESSON 14 OPENING
A HEARING AIDE—JESUS HEALS A DEAF MAN
Show the bag. I brought something in this bag to introduce the Bible story. Let’s find 
out what it is. Take out the first-aid kit. What is this? A first-aid kit. That’s right. Almost 
everyone here will need a first-aid kit at some time. You may have one of these kits at 
home to use for minor injuries or accidents. If you travel, you might have a special car 
kit or hiking backpack.

Let’s see what is inside this bag. Take out the items one by one. Suggested items include ban-
dages, burn gel, wet towelettes for cleansing, cold pack, elastic bandage, gloves, scissors, antibi-
otic ointment, and tweezers to get out splinters.

All these things can help in an emergency when you know how to use them. So if you 
have a cut and treat it the right way, you can expect it to heal in time. God created your 
body so cuts mend. When you sprain your ankle, you ice it and wrap it. In time and 
after rest, you will be able to move again. The ankle will heal.

Now, let’s look carefully at this kit. Show the cross on the first-aid kit.

Have you ever noticed the cross on a first-aid kit? It is red and made of two rectangles. 
It is a universal symbol for a healer.

The supplies in a first-aid kit can lead to healing. The items can save you from pain or 
something even worse. First-aid treatments can be the first step to healing, but not 
always.

All the supplies in all the first-aid kits ever made cannot fix everything. All the care of 
all the best doctors who ever lived cannot cure all diseases. Ointments, bandages, cold 
packs, medicines, and doctors don’t have those powers.

As you read God’s Word, you’ll read about Jesus’ powers. You’ll find out how His mi-
raculous healing pointed to another kind of healing on a real cross. You’ll find out how 
Jesus’ work on that real cross brings healing for you too.

Pray: Dear Jesus, as I read about the miracles You did long ago, remind me that You 
have power over my enemies right now. Help me to be attentive to Your Word and 
learn about Your love. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Mark 7:31–37

BIBLE TRUTH
Our God Jesus is 
compassionate.

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
We suffer hardships 
because of sin, and we 
are hampered by our 
unbelief. 
God has compassion on 
us and shows us mercy 
in the life and work of 
His Son, Jesus.

BIBLE VERSE
Great is Your mercy, O 
Lord. Psalm 119:156

VISUAL HELPS
A first-aid kit (marked with 
a red cross and stocked 
with supplies) in a mystery 
bag
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