
Leader and students may make the sign of the cross + in remembrance of their Baptism.

L:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

L:  O Lord, in the morning You hear my voice;

C:   In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. (PSALM 5 :3 )

L:  My mouth is filled with Your praise,

C:  And with Your glory all the day. (PSALM 71 :8 )

L:  O Lord, open my lips,

C:   And my mouth will declare Your praise.  
(PSALM 51 : 15)

L:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

C:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

BIBLE READING

CATECHISM READING

OPENING TALK

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (OPTIONAL)

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG OR SPOKEN)

GENERAL PRAYERS

LUTHER’S  MORNING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm 
and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. (Luther’s Small Catechism)

LESSON OPENINGS

As an alternative to individual level openings found in the Leader Guides, these Planning Pages include resources for 
large-group openings. Resources include the following: 

 Ƚ a reproducible outline for opening worship 
 Ƚ opening object lessons 

After the large-group opening, students move to their level groups and continue with the rest of the lesson. 

The opening leader begins each week’s adventure. This leader needs the energy and confidence to work with a large 
group of children. The opening leader should have the ability to get kids excited about learning. The large-group 
leader sets the tone for the day; choose this leader—or leadership team—carefully. Because of the variety of ages in-
volved, it is important to select a leader who communicates well with students.

ORDER OF OPENING WORSHIP

GOD CREATES A  WORLD 
AND A K INGDOM

Unit 1
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LESSON 1 OPENING
A MIGHTY WONDER—CREATION
Hello! It’s wonderful to see all of you. It’s a great day, a day to celebrate all that God has 
done for us. Today we are going to be creative! How many of you like to make things? 
What are some things you like to make? Why do you like to make things? Allow time for 
answers and discussion.

I have a plain piece of paper with me today, and I would like you to help me create a 
beautiful picture. I’m thinking of a garden. If we were to make a garden, what are some 
things that we would want to have in it? Allow for responses, and as students share, add 
those things to your picture (e.g., flowers, trees, birds, butterflies). Don’t worry about it being a 
“perfect” picture, but make it colorful and fun. When done, continue.

We started with a blank piece of paper, and now look! This is a beautiful garden, and we 
see many of the wonderful things that are in the world around us. Thank you for your 
help. You are all wonderful creators and have great imaginations. Yet, even as beautiful 
as this picture that we created is, it just doesn’t completely show the full beauty of what 
God made out of nothing. His creation is so amazing! He is so creative!

The Psalms are different songs written by David and some other writers. In Psalm 19:1, 
found in the Old Testament, it says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims His handiwork.” Everything in nature shows how God is present and 
around us. And every day, we can look at that creation and not only be amazed at the 
power of God’s Word but also give praise and thanks to God.

There’s a reason that God creates and takes care of the world around us. Do you know 
why? Pause for reflection. It’s because He loves us! God loves us so much that He sent 
Jesus to die on the cross and rise again so that we are forgiven of our sins and will 
one day be able to live with Him in heaven. We will be back to how things were in the 
beginning . . . perfect! And so we can give thanks to God for all the gifts that He gives 
us, including His creation we enjoy now, but especially for saving us and restoring His 
creation.

Another psalm talks about giving thanks. Psalm 136:1 says, “Give thanks to the Lord, 
for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.” For our closing prayer today, we 
are going to say a part of this psalm. You will have a special line. After each phrase that I 
say, I want you to say, “for His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Pray: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the God of gods, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His steadfast love endures forever;

to Him who alone does great wonders, for His steadfast love endures forever;

to Him who by understanding made the heavens, for His steadfast love endures forever;

to Him who spread out the earth above the waters, for His steadfast love endures 
forever;

to Him who made the great lights, for His steadfast love endures forever;

the sun to rule over the day, for His steadfast love endures forever;

the moon and stars to rule over the night, for His steadfast love endures forever. . . .

Give thanks to the God of heaven, for His steadfast love endures forever. [Amen.]

(Psalm 136:1–9, 26)

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 1:1–2:3

BIBLE TRUTH
God created the heavens 
and the earth. 

FAITH FOCUS
The First Article, Part 1

LAW & GOSPEL
We forget or even refuse 
to believe that God is our 
Creator and the giver of 
all good things. 
God gives us faith to 
believe that He created 
the heavens and the 
earth and that He 
continues to provide 
us with all good things, 
especially life and 
salvation through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and 
the earth. Genesis 1:1

VISUAL HELPS
Large plain piece of paper 
or poster board, markers
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LESSON 2 OPENING
THE FALL AND A PROMISE—FALL INTO SIN
Hello, everyone. It is so good to see you. I am glad that you have joined us today, where 
we can hear about God’s love for us.

This morning, I would like to talk about snow. How many of you have played in the 
snow? Encourage a volunteer or two to tell you about their experience of playing in the snow, 
or show pictures of children doing so. Sometimes people go out and make snow angels, 
build snowmen, and have snowball fights. And snow is so clean and bright. It can be 
really fun!

In fact, I want to make some snow today. Make the snow from the package of instant snow, 
according to the directions. Talk through the steps as you do it. An alternative to the instant 
snow is to cut open several diapers before class and pour the white powder into a container.

Look at how clean this snow is. This is a lot like how it is when snow comes down from 
the sky. But then, over time, it gets dirty. Snowplows come through and pile the snow 
up along the side of the road, and eventually it all gets dirty and covered with sand and 
grime. It’s not very pretty anymore. But then it may snow again, and all the dirt and 
grime gets covered again with white, and the snow becomes beautiful and clean again!

Our lives are kind of like that. Because of the first sin, we all have a sinful nature that 
makes our thoughts and actions unclean. But through Baptism, we are made clean 
in God’s eyes. We are forgiven, and our sins are gone! Does that mean we don’t sin 
anymore? No. Every day, we sin again and again. We are not perfect. We get dirty and 
grimy just like the snow did.

But because of God’s love, we are washed clean through Jesus’ blood. Our sins have 
been forgiven. God has saved us through the washing of the new birth in the Holy 
Spirit, poured out on us through Jesus, our Savior. In Psalm 51:7, David wrote, “Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”

Wow! God’s forgiveness makes us whiter than snow! Whiter than this stuff right here 
(point to fake snow) and whiter than the snow when it first comes down from the sky. It 
is amazing that, because of God’s love, we are completely forgiven and clean.

The next time you see snow outside or pictures of snow on TV, remember God’s for-
giveness for you and how much God loves you each and every day.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for Your forgiveness. Thank You that even though we sin 
and do not do actions that please You, we know that because of Jesus’ death and res-
urrection we are washed clean. We are whiter than snow. Thank You for that gift to us. 
Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 3

BIBLE TRUTH
God promises to help 
sinners. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Petition 

LAW & GOSPEL
We are self-centered and 
blame others; for these 
and many other sins, we 
deserve temporal and 
eternal death. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to crush sin, death, and 
the devil, and through 
Him, God forgives our 
sins and gives us eternal 
life.

BIBLE VERSE
The Father has sent His 
Son to be the Savior of 
the world. 1 John 4:14

VISUAL HELPS
Clear glass vase, instant 
snow or disposable 
diapers made with 
sodium polyacrylate, 
water, measuring spoon
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LESSON 3 OPENING
A NEW BEGINNING—NOAH
Hello! It is so good to see you! I am glad you are here to learn about God’s love and 
mercy.

Today I want to talk about rain. We have all had rainy days, when the rain interferes 
with our plans. Can you think of a time when you wanted to do something outside but 
couldn’t because it was raining? Give students time to share. Maybe we wanted to have a 
picnic or go to the park, but we weren’t able to because it was raining outside. That’s no 
fun, is it?

But do you know what causes rain? Give time for kids to answer. Talk about how the clouds 
fill up with moisture and then eventually the air gets too much moisture and it rains.

Today I am going to make some rain! Did you bring your umbrellas?

Bring out the large glass filled a little less than half full with water. Put shaving cream on top 
of the water, across the entire surface. This is our cloud for today. Looks like it’s lovely and 
bright and billowy, right? But wait! The rain is going to come soon.

Bring out the small cup of water and add several drops of blue food coloring. Stir. Using the eye 
dropper, fill the “cloud” with blue water. This may take awhile. Remind the students that the 
cloud must get full of water droplets until it’s too heavy and the drops must fall. As the cloud 
gets saturated with moisture, blue drops will start to come out of the bottom (or the cloud may 
just “burst” all at once!). Wow! It’s raining! This is like what happens when we see rain-
drops start to fall from the sky.

Rain sometimes can cause disappointment and frustration because we can’t do what we 
wanted to do. The darkness can make people feel gloomy. But after the rain, everything 
is fresh and clean. The grass is green. Dirt and dust have been washed away. People 
seem to be in a better mood. It is like the world around us has changed!

God is at work in our lives and uses water to clean us too. When God led us to the 
waters of Holy Baptism, we were washed clean. Not on the outside, but on the inside. 
Our sins were washed away. Through Baptism, we are forgiven of all our wrongs and 
are made holy and clean in God’s eyes. We have a fresh start, a new beginning. Through 
water and God’s powerful Word, we have been changed!

The next time it rains, remember how God has washed your sins away and that you are 
clean. He didn’t give us what we deserve because of our sin. Instead of eternal death, we 
have eternal life through Christ! Rejoice in that knowledge of God’s unending grace and 
love!

Pray: Dear God, thank You for Your gift of forgiveness and love. Thank You for the rain 
that nourishes the earth and makes things grow. Thank You for the waters of Baptism 
that renew us each day and give us new life in You. Help us grow each day in Your Word 
and to be nourished in our faith. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 6:11–22; 7:11–24; 
8:13–22

BIBLE TRUTH
God saves His people. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Power of Baptism 

LAW & GOSPEL
We are sinful and 
rebellious from birth and 
deserve God’s wrath and 
judgment. 
God has mercy on us 
and gives us new life, 
washing away our sins 
through the suffering, 
death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.

BIBLE VERSE
God is my salvation; I 
will trust, and will not be 
afraid. Isaiah 12:2

VISUAL HELPS
Large clear glass, water, 
shaving cream, eye 
dropper, small cup of 
water, blue food coloring
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LESSON 4 OPENING 
A CALL TO ACTION—ABRAM
Hi there! Thank you for joining us today. This is a special opportunity to hear more 
about God’s love and all that God has done for us.

How many of you have ever had your mom or dad or grandparent say, “I promise 
that we will do _________ after school today?” Or has a parent ever promised to do 
something special over the weekend? But then someone has gotten sick or something 
happens so you don’t get to do it? Give the children time to share.

How many of you have had a friend promise to keep a secret, but then he or she tells it 
to other people around you? Or how many of you have made a promise to someone that 
you didn’t keep?

We all make promises to other people, and when we make them, we have full intentions 
of keeping them. We want to be true to our word and keep the promises we make. But 
sometimes things happen that cause us to break the promise or to make people break 
their promises to us.

How do you feel when you break a promise or when someone breaks a promise they 
made to you? Does it make you happy or sad? Pause for reflection. When a promise gets 
broken, it makes us sad. Sometimes we get really mad, and we want to do something to 
hurt the other person. This is because we live in a sinful world and we are sinful people.

God makes promises to us, and He keeps His promises. All of them. All the time.

When Adam and Eve first sinned, God promised that someday He would send a Savior 
to crush the devil. How did God keep that promise? Let children respond. Yes! He sent 
Jesus to die on the cross and rise again, defeating sin, death, and the devil.

In today’s lesson, we will hear how God gave a man named Abram faith to trust in 
His promises to save His people. God also gives us faith to trust in Him. In our sin, 
we doubt that God can do what He promises, and we do not trust Him. Thankfully, 
through God’s Word and Sacraments, He gives us faith and keeps our faith strong.

Because Jesus has made everything right between us and God, we have confidence 
when we pray to God. We can trust in God’s promises that we are His children and 
that He will take care of us. He took care of our biggest need when He kept His greatest 
promise—to save us from our sins.

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for keeping Your promises. From the beginning of 
time, You have taken care of Your people, just as You promised to do. Forgive us when 
we don’t trust in You to take care of us and when we forget that You have taken care of 
our problem of sin. Help us share Your promises with others. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 12:1–9

BIBLE TRUTH
God calls us to follow 
Him. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Third Article, Part 1

LAW & GOSPEL
In our sinful fear and 
doubt, we do not trust 
God to lead us and do 
what He promises. 
God is faithful and 
carries out His promises, 
giving us faith in and 
through Jesus to trust 
and follow Him.

BIBLE VERSE
I trust in You, O Lord. 
Psalm 31:14

VISUAL HELPS
None
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LESSON 5 OPENING 
A PROMISING DREAM—JACOB
Hello, everyone. I wonder if you can help me. I am trying to get to [name of location on 
your map]. Open the map to its full size and hold it up high so that the entire group can see. 
See, this is where we are now. Point to your location. This is where we want to go. Point to 
your destination.

Using the map, engage the children in a brief dialogue on which steps to take in order to reach 
your destination. Okay, so first I go [north], then [west] a little bit. Then I have to take 
[Highway 90]. Then I get off on [Maple Street]. After that, it’s [north] again for about 
[one hundred] miles. There’s [Chicago]!

Thanks, kids. You really helped me figure out how to get there. I’m so excited, because 
when I get to [Chicago], I can [go to a Cubs game and have a hot dog and nachos]! Try 
to make the arrival exciting, using whatever special attractions you know about the location.

Maps are useful, aren’t they? Imagine what would happen if I tried to get to [Chicago] 
without the map. Fold up the map and set it to the side. If I ever did reach [Chicago], the 
trip would take me a long time. I might run out of gas or food. Worse yet, I might never 
reach [Chicago]. Who knows where I would end up! I don’t have to worry about that, 
though, because the map tells me what I need to know. Pick up the map once again.

You know what? This map makes me think about Jesus and going to heaven someday. 
There are many people in the world today who want to go to heaven someday, but they 
don’t know that Jesus is the only way to get there.

Pick up the Bible and hold it next to the map. The Bible is God’s Word, and it’s a little bit 
like a map, because it tells us that Jesus is the only way to heaven. Many people in the 
world are trying to get to heaven by believing in gods that are not real or by trying to be 
a good person. Other people don’t believe in God or heaven at all!

Today we are going to learn more about Jacob, the son of Isaac and Rebekah, and his 
vision of heaven. Jacob dreamed that he saw a ladder, or staircase, going from the earth 
all the way up to heaven, and Jesus was at the top of the ladder! The ladder was a bridge 
between heaven and earth, and Jesus is the bridge between God and us. Because Jesus 
died on the cross and rose again, Jesus has won for us eternal life in heaven. There is no 
other way we can be with God, now and forever.

Pray: Dear heavenly Father, because Jesus died and rose again, we know we are forgiv-
en of our sins and that Jesus has opened heaven to all believers. Give us the courage 
to show others the path to eternal life by sharing that Jesus, our Savior from sin, is the 
only way to heaven. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 28:10–22

BIBLE TRUTH
God is with us. 

FAITH FOCUS
Introduction to the Lord’s 
Prayer 

LAW & GOSPEL
We think God does not 
care or has left us alone. 
God promises in His 
Word never to leave us. 
His gracious love for us, 
revealed through His 
Son, Jesus, moves our 
hearts to worship and 
praise Him.

BIBLE VERSE
I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you 
go. Genesis 28:15

VISUAL HELPS
A map that includes your 
location (the larger the 
better), a Bible
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LESSON 6 OPENING
HOPE IN HARDSHIP—JOSEPH
Hold up the picture, video game, or object featuring a popular superhero. Ask the students to 
identify who it is and talk about that person’s adventures and superpowers. Let the children 
name some of their favorite superheroes. What makes someone a superhero? Factors will 
include superpowers and the ability to help or save someone who is in trouble. Are there 
real-life heroes? Firefighters, police officers, and military personnel may be mentioned. All of 
these people are strong and save others from dangerous and life-threatening situations. 
The people they save are helpless. The hero has all the power and the will to help.

The Bible says in 2 Timothy 4:18, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 
bring me safely into His heavenly kingdom.” Ask students to name some things from which 
God, the Lord, has rescued them. They may think of times He has kept them safe in a storm 
or in a car accident or from an attack from a bully. The greatest thing God has rescued us 
from is death and the devil himself. The devil thinks he is strong, but no one is stronger 
than our God. What is God’s superpower? It’s His great love for us. Because of that, He 
sent Jesus to die on the cross and then rise again to be our Savior. Jesus didn’t only save 
us from the devil’s powers. He saved us for eternal life with Him in heaven. That is the 
greatest rescue of all time.

Because God rescues us from our troubles, we can help others too. What are some ways 
we might do that? Possibilities include defending those who are being bullied, calling 911 in 
an emergency, and providing food for those who are homeless. Your strength has limits; you 
must be wise about maintaining your own physical safety. But God will give you the 
courage and wisdom to know how and when to help as you are able. The best way you 
can help others is to tell them about Jesus, their Savior.

The next time you see a movie or read a story about a superhero, you can think about 
Jesus, the greatest superhero of all. Listen to the lesson today to learn about how God 
continued to save Joseph from his troubles and saved him for all the wonderful plans 
God had in store for him.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to rescue me from every evil—especially 
from death and the devil. Help me to show my thanks by living my life in a way that 
pleases You and by telling others of Your great love for them too. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Genesis 37; 45:1–10; 
50:20

BIBLE TRUTH
God works for the good 
of His people. 

FAITH FOCUS
The First Article, Part 2

LAW & GOSPEL
We question God’s will 
for us and are tempted 
to doubt His love for us 
when we experience 
troubles. 
God assures us of His 
love for us through 
Jesus, our Savior, and 
helps us in our troubles, 
enabling us to serve 
our neighbors in the 
vocations He has given 
us.

BIBLE VERSE
You meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for 
good. Genesis 50:20

VISUAL HELPS
Example of a superhero 
(picture, video game, 
object, cape and mask)
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LESSON 7 OPENING
FIERY DIRECTIONS—MOSES
Wear the hat or cap on your head. Ask the students if they notice something different about 
what you are wearing today. Explain that you have decided to wear your hat because your 
head is cold or because it represents your favorite sports team.

Name some places where people, maybe even you, wear hats or caps. The students may 
mention sporting events or outside in the cold. What are some places or times when it is 
not okay for a man to wear a hat or cap? Discuss the fact that hats are generally not worn 
in church. They are usually removed when the national anthem is being played or when the 
Pledge of Allegiance is being said. Why are hats removed at those times? In our culture 
(and many others), it is good manners or a sign of respect to remove your hat when in the 
presence of God or when a symbol of our country is displayed. This custom is probably based 
on the premise that God and country have power and authority over us, and so we put nothing 
between that authority and ourselves. What are some other ways we show respect in 
certain circumstances? Students might mention being silent at appropriate times, standing 
up to show respect, bowing our heads during prayer, saying “Sir” or “Ma’am” when speaking 
to an authority figure, and other things.

Think about when we might be reluctant to show respect to someone else. Sometimes 
it is difficult to give honor to people who may be in authority over us but whom we 
don’t like or with whom we disagree. Maybe you have had a teacher or classmate who 
was hard to get along with. Even in such situations, God calls on us to be respectful of 
the position of the person with whom we disagree. Read Romans 13:1–2, 7.

When we show respect for others in authority, we are really showing respect for God, 
because He is the one who places others in authority over us. They represent God in 
our lives. Our Bible reading for today says we are to show respect and honor to those to 
whom it is due. When we show respect to others, we are demonstrating a humble heart 
that is grateful and that acknowledges the value of others.

Listen carefully in the Bible lesson today to hear how Moses demonstrated his respect 
for God and His holiness and how God showed Moses His power and authority in a 
dramatic way.

Pray: Heavenly Father, You are our Lord and our God. Your power is awesome, and we 
are pleased to give You our honor and praise. When we think only about Your holiness, 
we are afraid because we know we are not worthy to be in Your presence. So we thank 
You for also showing us Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Because of Him, 
we do not need to fear You, but we can love You freely as Your dear children. It is in His 
name that we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Exodus 2:23–3:22

BIBLE TRUTH
God shows who He is. 

FAITH FOCUS
The First Petition 

LAW & GOSPEL
We turn away from God 
and see no need for Him 
in our lives. 
God reveals Himself and 
His great love for us in 
His plan of salvation, 
fulfilled through the life, 
death, and resurrection 
of His Son, Jesus Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
Fear not, for I am with 
you. . . . I am your God; I 
will strengthen you. Isaiah 
41:10

VISUAL HELPS
A hat or cap, a Bible
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LESSON 8 OPENING
THE EGYPT EXIT—EXODUS
Good morning, students. It’s good to see you here, ready to learn more about God’s 
Word. Jesus once said that everything on earth and in the sky would someday pass away 
but His Word would never pass away. Read Mark 13:31 or Luke 21:33. Someday when 
we’re all in heaven, maybe we can still have classes. Maybe the prophet Moses will be a 
teacher and tell you all about the lesson you’ll study in just a little while.

But first I want to talk to you about these signs. Have you ever seen this sign on a 
doorway? Hold up Enter sign. How about this one? Hold up Exit sign. What do they mean? 
What if you got mixed up and entered through the exit door? What might happen? 
Invite responses; people might run into one another or get hit by a door.

When did every one of us enter (hold up sign as you say the word) into this world? When 
we were born. When did we enter God’s special family, or kingdom? When we were 
baptized, or for some, when we first believed God’s Word of promise about our Savior 
from sin. Most of us were probably baptized when we were babies. Even babies are 
sinners and need to be baptized.

We are all born as self-centered beings. Babies don’t care if their moms and dads are 
tired after working all day and would like a good night’s sleep. Babies care about them-
selves and their own needs and usually aren’t too patient about waiting either. Among 
the first words a baby learns are “mine” and “no”!

We all need to be baptized and become a part of God’s forgiven family, and we enter 
(hold up sign) His kingdom on earth. What is God’s kingdom on earth called? The 
Church. Baptism is part of God’s plan for us. Open the Bible to Matthew 28:19–20 and read 
the Great Commission Jesus gave to His disciples.

Set aside the Enter sign and hold up the Exit sign. What did we say that this sign meant? It 
indicates where we go out. We enter God’s kingdom when we’re baptized. Do we ever 
exit (hold up sign) from it? No, we don’t leave God’s kingdom or family; we just exit 
from His kingdom on earth and enter His kingdom in heaven.

This is what happens when we die, unless Jesus comes back first at the end of the world, 
in which case we won’t have to wait. Either way, it’ll be a happy day!

Pray: Thank You, Jesus, for making us members of Your family. Thank You for entering 
our world and dying on the cross so we can enter the kingdom of heaven, forgiven of all 
our sins. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Exodus 14

BIBLE TRUTH
God delivers His people. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Nature of the 
Sacrament of the Altar

LAW & GOSPEL
Surrounded by the evil of 
this world, we lose hope 
and begin to doubt that 
God is with us. 
Jesus takes our sin 
and doubt to the cross, 
delivering us from death 
and giving us the hope 
of eternal life with Him in 
heaven.

BIBLE VERSE
Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver you. 
Psalm 50:15

VISUAL HELPS
Enter sign, Exit sign, a 
Bible
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LESSON 9 OPENING
A LOVING LAW—TEN COMMANDMENTS
Good morning. I’m so glad to see you here. We have something very important to talk 
about today. We’re going to look at some dos and don’ts. What are some of the dos at 
your house—things that you are told to do? Students may suggest things like washing their 
hands, brushing their teeth, and picking up their clothes. What are some of the don’ts at 
your house? Students may suggest things like not fighting with siblings and not eating candy 
before supper.

There are dos and don’ts all through life—at school (do study hard; don’t run in the 
halls), in society (don’t take things that belong to others; do pay your taxes), even in the 
car (do wear your seat belt; don’t drive too fast). We may not always like the rules, but 
we know they are for our good and the good of those around us.

Hold up an instruction sheet from a game and explain what it is. Could we play this game 
without reading the instructions if we’ve never played it before or seen others play it? 
No, the game is most fair and fun when the players know and follow the same set of 
rules. God has given us instructions about how we should play with one another and 
how we should behave toward Him in a book. Hold up a Bible. This book has a lot of dos 
and don’ts in it, but they are written for our good. Read 2 Timothy 3:16.

The rules God has given us are good rules; they help us live our lives in the way He 
desires. If we kept all God’s rules perfectly, we could go to heaven and live with God 
and the perfect angels. But there’s a big problem! Oops! Nobody’s perfect and nobody’s 
able to keep these rules perfectly. Well, almost nobody.

Good news! There is one person who did keep the rules perfectly, and God gave Him 
the credit not only for Himself but also for everyone who accepted God’s plan for our 
salvation, which we might look at like winning God’s “game” for the world. Who is this 
perfect person? Jesus, of course. He kept all of God’s rules, and although He was the big 
winner, He made Himself a loser when He died for all of us who weren’t able to keep 
God’s rules or commandments. This is called sinning.

In many games, there is a penalty when you break a rule, and the Bible (hold it up again) 
says that the penalty for sinning is death. Jesus paid the penalty for our sins by dying on 
the cross, but He rose again on Easter. He did it all for us because He loves us and wants 
us to be with Him in heaven forever.

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for leaving Your beautiful home in heaven to become one 
of us. Because You love us and wanted to do Your heavenly Father’s will, You lived and 
died for us. Thank You for winning a place for us in Your beautiful home. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Exodus 20:1–21

BIBLE TRUTH
God guides and protects 
us. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Close of the 
Commandments

LAW & GOSPEL
We reject God’s Law 
as we go our own way, 
failing to love God and 
to love others before 
ourselves. 
Jesus Christ kept the 
Law perfectly on our 
behalf, and He guides 
us to love Him and our 
neighbor.

BIBLE VERSE
Love the Lord your God, 
and . . . serve Him with all 
your heart. Deuteronomy 
11:13 

VISUAL HELPS
Instruction sheet for a 
familiar board game, a 
Bible
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LESSON 10 OPENING
THE LAND AT LAST—JOSHUA
Look at this picture. What do we call this kind of building? Allow children to respond. 
This is a monument. Why do we build monuments? People set up this monument a 
long time ago. It reminds us of a piece of our history. Your parents and teachers show 
you this monument and tell you its story. Then you can teach the people who come 
after you. Then they can teach the next generation, and so on. As long as this monu-
ment stands, people will be able to look at it and remember this important part of our 
history. Monuments help us remember.

Pay attention to our Bible lesson today. You will learn about a monument that the 
people of Israel set up in the Promised Land. God did something amazing for the Isra-
elites in our lesson. They wanted the people who lived after them to remember it. They 
wanted those people to teach their children, and those people to teach their children, 
and so on. They were so amazed by what God did for them that they never wanted 
people to forget it. So they set up a monument to remind everyone of God’s amazing 
power and love.

But God’s power and love didn’t stop there. He continues to do amazing things for us. 
He gives us people to take care of us. He gives us food and clothes. He gives us schools 
and teachers so we can learn. What else does God do for us? Allow volunteers to respond.

What is the most amazing thing God ever did? He became a person, Jesus Christ, and 
lived on earth with His people. He died and rose again to save us from the power of 
death and the devil. We have a different “monument” to remind us of Jesus’ love. What 
helps us remember Jesus? Show a picture of the cross. The cross helps us remember what 
Jesus did for us. We put it in our churches and in our homes, and we use it to talk about 
Jesus’ sacrifice. We teach you about the cross, and we hope you will teach it to the 
people who come after you, for years and years to come.

Monuments help us remember. They helped the people of Israel remember what God 
did for them. They help us remember our history too. Next time you see a monument, 
remember what happened in our history. But also remember God’s amazing love and 
power. He loved the people of Israel, and He loves you too.

Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross and rising again so we will live with 
You forever. Help us remember Your love for us. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Joshua 3:1–4:18

BIBLE TRUTH
God keeps His promises. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Second Petition 

LAW & GOSPEL
We are hesitant to trust 
in God’s promises, 
preferring to remain in the 
desert of our sins. 
God keeps His promise 
to save us through His 
Son, Jesus, and leads us 
to our heavenly home.

BIBLE VERSE
The Lord will do the thing 
that He has promised 
2 Kings 20:9

VISUAL HELPS
Picture of a national 
monument, picture of a 
cross
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LESSON 11 OPENING
A JUDGE LEADS—GIDEON
If I show you this sign, what do you know to do? Show Stop sign. Stop! What about this 
sign? Show Do Not Enter sign. It means “Do not enter.” You know not to go into the 
place beyond that sign. What about this sign? Hold up Pedestrian Crossing sign. This 
sign is good for a lot of people. When drivers see this sign, they know to pay attention, 
because there might be people walking across the street. When you are the one walking, 
that is especially nice to know! You know it is a safe place to cross the street.

We like to have signs. They tell us we are in the right place, and they tell us what to do. 
When we see a sign, we are sure of what we have to do.

In our Bible lesson today, you will hear about a man named Gideon. God did many 
things through Gideon. However, Gideon always needed to be sure about what God told 
him. He asked God for a sign so he would know that what God told him was true. And 
when Jesus began His earthly ministry, He demonstrated the truth that He was God’s 
Son by many signs, miracles of power and healing. In the lesson today, we’ll learn even 
more about Gideon and how he served God. 

God knows that we like to have signs. What are some signs God gives us in church? 
Accept answers from children. God gives us a lot of signs, but I’m thinking of a few in par-
ticular. We have the sign of the cross, where Jesus suffered and died for our sins. God 
also gives us the sign of Baptism. He makes us part of His family through our Baptism—
water that we can see and touch, poured out on us with His Word. It is a visible sign, 
a gift of forgiveness. He also gives us His body and blood in Holy Communion—bread 
and wine that we eat and drink, which, when received in faith, make us His forgiven 
people. These visible signs combined with God’s Word and received as God’s gifts to us, 
His people, through faith, help us remember His love for us.

God knows the value of signs. He knows that signs are important to us. He gives us 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, signs combined with His Word, to show us how much 
He loves us. Next time you see a sign on the street or in a building, remember God’s 
love and the signs He gives to you and me.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for giving us visible signs like water, bread, and wine to 
remind us of Your love for us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
Judges 7:1–23

BIBLE TRUTH
God rescues us from our 
enemies. 

FAITH FOCUS
The Seventh Petition

LAW & GOSPEL
Though God promises to 
be with us, we doubt His 
Word. 
God is faithful in our 
doubt and persistent 
in His love for us. He 
refuses to let us die 
in our sin, but instead 
sends us a Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
The Lord is my helper; I 
will not fear. Hebrews 13:6

VISUAL HELPS
Various signs such as 
Stop, Do Not Enter, and 
Pedestrian Crossing
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LESSON TEXT
1 Samuel 3

BIBLE TRUTH
God calls us to serve Him.

FAITH FOCUS
The Fourth 
Commandment 

LAW & GOSPEL
God calls us to follow Him 
and do His will, but we 
turn deaf ears to Him and 
refuse to listen. 
God opens our ears to 
His saving Word in Jesus 
and empowers us to 
follow Him and serve 
others.

BIBLE VERSE
Speak, Lord, for Your 
servant hears. 1 Samuel 
3:9

VISUAL HELPS
Pastor’s stole

LESSON 12 OPENING
A PROPHET SERVES—SAMUEL
Can anyone tell me what this is? Allow for answers from children. This is called a stole. 
Pastors wear them when they lead worship. Do you know why pastors wear stoles? 
When a man wants to become a pastor, he goes to school, called seminary, and studies 
God’s Word closely. He learns to do all the things a pastor has to do. He even has a 
vicarage, which is a time when he can practice being a pastor in a church. But he isn’t a 
pastor yet, so he doesn’t wear a stole.

But what happens when he’s finished with seminary classes? Is he a pastor then? Not 
yet! Next, he has to be called by a congregation. A church that needs a pastor will pray 
about him, and he will pray about them, and a lot of other people will pray as they 
decide where to send this seminary student. Finally, the church will extend him a divine 
call, asking for him to be their pastor. If he accepts their call, he will go through some-
thing called ordination. Ordination is a special ceremony where a man takes on the 
burden of being a pastor. The congregation usually gives him his first stole. He wears it 
like this, over his shoulders, like a backpack. It is a sign that he has taken on the burden 
of ministry. A pastor’s stole sets him apart from others who serve in the church.

In our Bible story, Samuel hears the voice of God and answers His call. Samuel is called 
to minister to God’s people, just like our pastor! Next time you see our pastor, remem-
ber that he answered a call from God, which led him to our church, to serve you and the 
other members of the congregation. God calls pastors to minister. They work in church-
es, planning services, counseling people who are hurting, and preaching the Good News 
of Jesus to people week after week.

Jesus promises to take care of us. He promises to take care of the needs of our bodies 
and the needs of our souls. He promises to feed us with His Word and Sacraments. And 
He does all of this through people like parents, grandparents, teachers, and pastors.

Pray: Dear God, thank You for our pastor(s). Thank You for caring for us and calling 
men into the pastoral ministry who faithfully preach the Good News of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. In His name we pray. Amen.
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LESSON 13 OPENING
A KING FOREVER—DAVID
When you think of a king, what do you think of? Allow answers from children. Show 
crown. You might think about a man sitting on a throne, wearing a crown, with a scepter 
in his hand. You might think about royal decrees and royal robes. The Old Testament 
people of Israel had many kings. We will hear about one of them in our lesson today.

Have you ever thought about God as King? The Bible says, “Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever. The scepter of Your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness” (Psalm 45:6). 
God is the ruler of heaven and earth. He keeps the trees growing and producing fruit. 
He tells the animals what to do during each new season. He keeps the stars in their 
places and the earth moving around the sun. God oversees everything in His creation. 
“The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and His kingdom rules over all” 
(Psalm 103:19). The whole universe is His kingdom.

Sometimes it is easy to forget that we live in God’s kingdom. We can forget when 
people we love get sick. We can forget when disasters strike our world. We can forget 
when bad things happen when we least expect them. When these things happen, it 
might seem like someone else is in control of the world. God’s enemy, Satan, is at work 
in our world, filling it with sin and death. But no matter what Satan does, God is still in 
control. He is still the ruler of heaven and earth.

When Jesus came to earth to live among us, He spoke a lot about God’s rule of heaven 
and earth. He told people, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 
4:17). During His earthly life, He showed people what God’s rule looked like. In God’s 
kingdom, wrongs are made right again. When Jesus was with us, the hungry were fed. 
People struggling with sickness and disabilities were healed. The dead were brought 
back to life. Jesus ministered to His people, showing them the kingdom of God by 
showing them His love for them.

Jesus told His disciples, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). Do you know what that means? As His people, we 
will inherit the kingdom of God! Jesus rescued us from sin, death, and Satan by His 
death and resurrection. Now we are part of God’s royal family. We look forward to the 
time when Jesus will return and reclaim His kingdom from the devil forever. He will 
take everything in the world that was twisted by sin and make it good again. There will 
be no more hunger, pain, sickness, or death. Let’s pray for God’s kingdom to come!

Pray: Dear God, thank You for making us part of Your royal family. Let Your kingdom 
come soon. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
1 Samuel 16:1–13; 
2 Samuel 5:1–5; 7:4–17

BIBLE TRUTH
God chooses unlikely 
people. 

FAITH FOCUS
The First Petition, Part 3

LAW & GOSPEL
We judge by outward 
appearance and earthly 
standards, blind to the 
wisdom of God. 
God sees and knows 
what we truly need—
grace and mercy given to 
us through the unlikely 
gift of His Son, Jesus 
Christ.

BIBLE VERSE
Bless the Lord, . . . who 
crowns you with steadfast 
love and mercy. Psalm 
103:2, 4

VISUAL HELPS
Crown
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LESSON 14 OPENING
THE KING’S TABLE—MEPHIBOSHETH
What promises have you made? Encourage responses. When you make a promise, people 
expect you to keep them. But do you always keep your promises?

Promises remind me of this carton of milk. I just bought it at the grocery store. When 
I get a carton of anything, I expect it to be full. Buying a closed container is like getting 
a promise. But look at this. Open the carton and hold it upside down. Nothing! The carton 
was empty. The store’s promise of a full carton was empty too. Empty promises!

In today’s lesson, we are going to learn about a promise King David made to Jonathan’s 
son, Mephibosheth. Do you think David kept that promise? Wait for responses. Do we 
always keep our promises? Wait for responses. 

Sadly, our promises are often like this carton of milk. Empty! It’s not that we don’t try 
to keep our promises to our parents, teachers, or others; but because we are sinful, we 
fail miserably. 

But our God’s promises are different. He promises to care for us and provide everything 
we need as His children. We want to be His children, but we can’t do what is necessary. 
We don’t always love God perfectly. Some of us might use God’s name the wrong way 
by swearing or cursing. 

We can’t love other people perfectly either. But God expects us to be perfect. He has 
every right to throw us out of His family because we don’t obey Him. But God is also 
good. Remember? He sent someone to obey His laws for us. Who was that someone? 
Jesus! Yes, thank God for Jesus!

Jesus kept all the promises we couldn’t keep. He takes away our sins and makes us 
perfect in God’s sight. We must go to Jesus each day and tell Him that we need Him. 
We need His forgiveness to make us perfect over and over and over. 

Pray: Dear Jesus, we admit we aren’t perfect. Thank You for being perfect for us. Help 
us hate sin and do what is right. Amen.

LESSON TEXT
2 Samuel 4:4; 9:1–13

BIBLE TRUTH
God gives all good gifts.

FAITH FOCUS
How to Receive This 
Sacrament Worthily 

LAW &  GOSPEL
We think we own and 
deserve everything we 
have in this life, forgetting 
that God is the giver of all 
good things. 
God loves us with 
an unconditional 
love. He forgives our 
thanklessness for Jesus’ 
sake, and continues to 
provide us with all that 
we need for our body 
and life.

BIBLE VERSE
Oh give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good, 
for His steadfast love 
endures forever! Psalm 
107:1

VISUAL HELPS
An empty milk carton or 
other product container
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