
Leader Devotion LESSON 1 
A DIVIDED KINGDOM—JEROBOAM AND REHOBOAM

1 KINGS 11 :9–13 ,  26–40;  12 : 1–24

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God is faithful, even when we are not.

BIBLE  VERSE 
[Nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God. Romans 8:39

LAW & GOSPEL
Influenced by the sinful ways of the world, we turn away from God and fail to follow His commandments.

God remains faithful to His people, showing His love and care for us through His Son, Jesus.

DEVOTION
Growing up, I spent a lot of time around my grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Respecting and listening to my elders was 
just expected. As I’ve raised my son, I’ve tried to instill the same respect for authority—I’m happy to say he’s pretty 
good at it. 

But not everyone feels the need to listen to their elders and authorities. This sad truth is clearly displayed in our lesson 
for this week when Rehoboam ignores the counsel of the elders. The results prove disastrous for the kingdom. “When 
we shut our minds and hearts to the advice of others—and especially to God’s inspired Word—we invite disaster” 
(TLSB, p. 557).

Pray: “Blest Savior dear, be always near. Keep me from evil, harm, and fear. Amen” (TLSB, p. 556).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 2 
COMFORT IN  CAPTIVITY—JEREMIAH

JEREMIAH 1 :4–10 ;  29 :1–14 ;  31 :31–34;  33 :14–16

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God is faithful, even in difficult times.

BIBLE  VERSE 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
Jeremiah 29:11

LAW & GOSPEL
Sin separates us from God and causes us to feel hopeless and without direction. 

Jesus, David’s righteous branch, came to restore our relationship with God, giving us a future and the hope of 
eternal life.

DEVOTION
Moving isn’t easy. My new bride and I moved into a house we had completely remodeled before our wedding. This was 
our dream home. Less than two years later, God led us four hundred miles away, but close to family. “Finally,” we told 
ourselves, “we’ll settle down here!” Three years later, we moved to a new challenge in another state. 

Jeremiah comforts the Israelites exiled to Babylon. Their exile was judgment, but God still gave comfort in the promise 
of a return. “God’s favor rests upon the exiles, and they are encouraged to settle down for a long stay, after which God 
will return them to Jerusalem. God will restore them to the Promised Land and ultimately bring from their descendants 
a Savior for all the people. He keeps His promises” (TLSB, p. 1253). 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You that You did not leave us in the hopelessness of our sin. Strengthen me by Your Word 
to resist temptation and live according to Your will. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 3 
A TRAP AND A RELEASE—DANIEL

DANIEL  6

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God rescues us from danger.

BIBLE  VERSE 
[God] delivers and rescues. Daniel 6:27

LAW & GOSPEL
Our enemy the devil pursues us like a roaring lion, trying to destroy us and separate us from God. 

God delivers us from the attacks of the evil one by sending His Son, Jesus, to rescue us.

DEVOTION 
It was a warm evening, so my friends and I decided to walk the mile and a half to the school football game. As the game 
progressed, dark clouds moved in, and officials moved players and fans to safety. Ignoring the danger, we decided to 
walk home. Blocks from school, the skies opened as the rain began to pour. Drenched and running through puddles, we 
suddenly found ourselves flat on our faces as a huge bolt of lightning struck just behind us. God spared our lives, and I 
learned serious respect for the danger of thunderstorms.  

In the account of Daniel and the lions, Daniel understood the danger of the king’s decree. Trusting in God’s care, Daniel 
faced the hungry lions knowing God would either rescue him or bring him to eternal life with Himself. We, too, can 
trust God with our safety. He promises to rescue us from our sins and take us to our heavenly home.

Pray: “All praise to You, O Christ, for conquering Satan and rescuing me from his deadly threats. Amen” (TLSB, p. 
1409).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 4 
HOMECOMING HOPES—RETURN FROM EXILE 

EZRA 1 : 1–2 ;  7 : 11–28;  NEHEMIAH 2 :1–8 ;  12 :27–43

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God keeps His Word.

BIBLE  VERSE 
You are a gracious and merciful God. Nehemiah 9:31

LAW & GOSPEL
We become discouraged by the effect of sin on our lives and we forget the promises of God. 

God graciously and mercifully keeps His Word and His promises in Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION
When you’ve been away for a long time, it’s always great to get home. Even when you’ve been on a wonderful vacation, 
there comes a point when it’s just time to get home again. I’ve experienced this phenomenon myself. After ten days of 
driving the Pacific coast from Portland to the California redwoods, staying at quaint inns with ocean views every night, I 
couldn’t wait to finally head home again. 

The children of Israel experienced this same feeling throughout their history. After years of exile in Babylon, God 
worked through Ezra and Nehemiah to bring His people home to Jerusalem. “God’s hand is constantly at work in 
history, though we rarely can foresee and determine what He will do. Pray that the Lord will work for the good of His 
people even now” (TLSB, p. 741). 

Pray: “I dedicate to You, O Lord, all that I am and have. Amen” (TLSB, p. 757).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 5 
A NATIVITY NIGHT—JESUS’  B IRTH

LUKE 2 :1–20

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God sent our Savior, Christ the Lord.

BIBLE  VERSE 
For unto you is born . . . a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11

LAW & GOSPEL
We are all sinners and in need of a Savior. 

God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to be born into this world to be our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

DEVOTION 
As a child, the anticipation of Christmas was almost unbearable. It wasn’t about the presents; it was about singing for 
the annual Christmas Eve concert at church. This concert was a big deal for the children’s choir. The choir wore flowing 
white robes and carried electric candles as they processed into the candlelit church. Christmas hymns and familiar 
carols filled the service as we celebrated the birth of the Christ Child. 

As you prepare to teach the familiar account of Jesus’ birth as recorded in Luke’s Gospel, help students keep their focus 
on the true message of the baby who came to die for the sins of all humankind. “The birth of this Child comes with 
great blessings for sinners. As you reflect on the wonder of Jesus’ birth, pray also for a humble and pure heart” (TLSB, p. 
1709).

Pray: “O Holy Child, I treasure the Good News of Your birth for my salvation. Call others to faith through me. Amen” 
(TLSB, p. 1709).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 6
WISE MEN WORSHIP—MAGI

MATTHEW 2

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Jesus is God.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down. Psalm 95:6

LAW & GOSPEL
We neglect to spend time in worship and God’s Word. 

God lovingly guides us to His Word, which points us to the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION
Years ago, traveling meant getting maps and plotting out a route to your destination. You depended on the people who 
made the maps being careful and accurate so you wouldn’t get lost along the way. Now, you simply enter your destina-
tion into a GPS app or device, press go, and follow the turn-by-turn directions right to your destination. 

When the Magi set out to follow the star, they had no idea of their destination. They trusted the star to guide them to 
the place where the Christ Child was. “Through His Word, the Father guides people of all nations to Christ. Jesus is the 
‘star’ the Father provided for us so that we can see our Savior” (TLSB, p. 1580).

Pray: “We praise You, Jesus, for willingly giving up Your life at the proper time for our salvation. Amen” (TLSB, p. 1580).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 7
CLAIMED AND TESTED—JESUS’  BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION

LUKE 3 :15–22;  4 : 1–13

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God’s beloved Son was baptized and tempted for us.

BIBLE  VERSE 
[God says,] “I have called you by name, you are Mine.” Isaiah 43:1

LAW & GOSPEL
We are continually tempted by the devil and cannot keep God’s Law. 

The baptized Jesus resisted the devil’s temptations and kept God’s Law on our behalf.

DEVOTION
Most Christian parents have some memories of their child’s Baptism. We’ve had more than a few laughs about my son’s 
Baptism. Somewhere between our pew and the point I handed my son to the pastor, he managed to kick off one of his 
socks, so we could see his little bare foot kicking as the pastor baptized him. To this day, he still hates wearing socks! As 
fun as memories are, the most important thing to remember is that Baptism makes us children of God. 

But how? This lesson is the Baptism and temptation of Jesus. The two accounts are linked in important ways.

“The Holy Spirit leads Jesus and abides with Him through His temptation, affirming that Jesus truly is the Son of God. 
The blessed Trinity likewise abides with us, that we may withstand Satan’s temptation of our flesh, our pride, and our 
will. Through Holy Baptism in God’s name, we are truly His beloved children” (TLSB, p. 1714).

Pray: Father, Your Son did what we could not: face and overcome temptation in the wilderness without sin. Connected 
in Baptism to Him, we are given His holiness. Send Your Spirit to help us live as Your children. Amen.  
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Leader Devotion LESSON 8
FISHERS FOLLOW—JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES

LUKE 5 :1–11

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Jesus calls us to follow Him.

BIBLE  VERSE 
[Jesus says,] “Follow Me.” John 1:43

LAW & GOSPEL
We are distracted by the things of this world as we search for purpose and meaning in our lives. 

Jesus calls and enables us to follow Him, for He is the only way, truth, and life.

DEVOTION 
My grandfather loved fishing. Whenever time allowed, he would load up his poles and tackle box, dig up some fresh bait 
from his worm beds, and head down to the St. Clair River to fish. Fishing, even for recreation, can take patience. 

As we read in this week’s lesson, Jesus’ first disciples were fishermen. Despite their all-night efforts, they caught 
nothing. Heeding Jesus’ direction, they let down their nets one more time. 

“A miraculous catch of fish shows the disciples that Jesus is more than a great teacher—God is working mightily 
through Him. Like the disciples, the mundane struggle for daily bread, and the sin and doubt it fosters, may make you 
feel distant from God. But He is ever near and also ever prepared to forgive your sins” (TLSB, p. 1716).

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for Your patience with me despite my own impatience. Guide me to follow You wher-
ever You call. Amen. 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 9
THE WINE S IGN—A WEDDING AT CANA

JOHN 2 :1–11

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus does miracles.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Jesus . . . manifested His glory. John 2:11

LAW & GOSPEL
We are tempted to doubt who Jesus is. 

Jesus shows us that He is our Savior and God through His Word and Sacraments.

DEVOTION 
Do you remember the first wedding you attended? The first one I recall was when I was in about fifth grade. I don’t 
remember much about the ceremony, but the reception made a particular impression on my ten-year-old self since the 
hall was decorated in an over-the-top Egyptian theme. Since then, I’ve attended many weddings, each one unique. 

This week’s lesson examines a well-known wedding reception. 

“Jesus, through whom all things were made . . . , performs His first miracle (‘sign’) at a wedding at Cana in Galilee, man-
ifesting His glory by turning water into wine. Today, take your concerns to Jesus in prayer. By His life, and at the hour of 
His death, Christ revealed His great mercy toward us, assuring us that no need escapes His care” (TLSB, p. 1781).

Pray: “O Lord Jesus, give me confidence as I seek You in my hour of need. Amen” (TLSB, p. 1781).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 10
MOUNTAIN MESSAGE—JESUS PREACHES ON THE MOUNT

MATTHEW 6 :25–34

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God takes care of us.

BIBLE  VERSE 
[God] cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7

LAW & GOSPEL
We are unsure of God’s love for us, and we worry about the things of this life. 

God shows loving kindness to us through His daily care and promises fulfilled in Jesus.

DEVOTION
Do you know any worriers? Worriers lose sleep over things that may or may not happen. Their lives are filled with one 
anxious concern after another. My mom was a classic worrier. Whenever you arrived at your own house after leaving 
hers, you had to call to tell her the drive had gone safely. She would literally sit next to the phone waiting for your call.  

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, He uses the examples of birds and flowers to demonstrate God’s care and concern for 
all of His creation. 

“We need to look for His central teaching here: seek God’s salvation, and then entrust your daily life to His loving care. 
. . . Convinced of our salvation, we commit our daily lives into the caring hands of our heavenly Father” (TLSB, p. 1591). 

Pray: “Good Shepherd, because You laid down Your life for me, grant that I may trust You to provide my daily needs. 
Amen” (TLSB, p. 1591).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 11
A WEATHER WONDER—JESUS CALMS A STORM

MARK 4 :35–41

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus has power over creation.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Fear not, for I am with you. Isaiah 41:10

LAW & GOSPEL
Sin causes us to fear and doubt God’s power to care for us. 

Jesus takes away our fear, proving by His actions that He will always care for us.

DEVOTION 
We often think of storms as wild, uncontrollable, destructive. But if we’re honest with ourselves, we realize that we, too, 
can be described the same way. In fact, we often ignore Jesus’ voice when He tells us to be still.  

“When Jesus rebukes the wind and waves, the lifeless storm shows a greater recognition of His divine power than the 
disciples. Similar examples still abound, as the brute forces of nature invariably obey the Lord’s commands better than 
people, including God’s own children, obey them. But the Lord nonetheless continues to love and care for us, despite 
our dullness and doubts. He not only calms all of the storms of our lives but also does so in ways that mature our faith 
and lead us to trust Him more deeply” (TLSB, p. 1664).   

Pray: Lord, help me learn to trust You at all times and to listen to Your voice, the voice that created all things, including 
me. Amen. 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 12
A L IFE  RESTORED—JAIRUS’S  DAUGHTER

MARK 5 :21–24,  35–43

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus has power over death.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Jesus Christ heals you. Acts 9:34 

LAW & GOSPEL
Sickness and death cause us to be overcome with sorrow and despair. 

God showed His power over sin and death when He raised Jesus from the dead.

DEVOTION 
If you’ve ever prayed for a loved one suffering from a life-threatening illness, or for a family member who was critically 
injured, you can relate to this week’s lesson. We just want everything to be back to the way it was before the illness or 
injury. Sometimes we even resort to bargaining with God or begging Him to make everything right again.

Jesus knows and loves you and your loved ones. Healing and medical care are gifts from our loving God in the here and 
now. And no matter what, eternal life is the gift our Lord wants to gives us all. In faith, we all will be made well again in 
the resurrection. 

Pray: “Lord, grant us to believe without doubting that You can heal every illness. Give us patience, as well, that we 
might be unmoved while waiting for You to act in Your own good time and in accord with Your gracious will. Amen” 
(TLSB, p. 1666).
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Leader Devotion LESSON 13
THE F ISH-AND-BREAD S IGN—JESUS FEEDS F IVE  THOUSAND

JOHN 6 :1–15

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus provides for us. 

BIBLE  VERSE 
God . . . richly provides us with everything. 1 Timothy 6:17 

LAW & GOSPEL
Our faith is weak, and we fail to trust in God to give us what we need. 

For the sake of Jesus, God promises to provide for all our earthly and spiritual needs.

DEVOTION 
For those of you who aren’t familiar with the term, a potluck is a meal, often at a church or other community organi-
zation, where everyone brings part of the dinner. Potlucks are always an adventure, as you never know what people are 
going to bring. There could be five different kinds of green beans or three kinds of spaghetti. Salads and desserts usually 
come in abundance. As you work your way down the buffet line, you put just a little of each food on your plate, but 
before you know it, the plate is overflowing. 

It is easy to focus on temporal blessing such as food, and we often even fear that there is not enough. Jesus gives us all 
that we need, blessing us with far more than a buffet of blessings. He gives us grace, forgiveness, and eternal life. 

Pray: “O Christ, satisfy not only my temporal needs but also my deepest spiritual needs. Amen” (TLSB, p. 1791). 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 14
A HEARING AIDE—JESUS HEALS A  DEAF MAN

MARK 7 :31–37

BIBLE  TRUTH 
Our God Jesus is compassionate.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Great is Your mercy, O Lord. Psalm 119:156

LAW & GOSPEL
We suffer hardships because of sin, and we are hampered by our unbelief. 

God has compassion on us and shows us mercy in the life and work of His Son, Jesus.

DEVOTION
Thanks to the German measles my mom had while pregnant with me, I was born with 40 percent of normal hearing. 
Despite the loss, I learned to speak, sing, and communicate clearly within the hearing world. But as I’ve gotten older, 
the need for hearing aids has become more obvious. The first day of wearing my aids, I asked my wife, “Has the world 
always been this noisy?” Sounds I never knew existed suddenly became noticeable. 

Jesus heals someone who was deaf, but there were others who suffered a worse condition: their ears were closed to the 
sounds of others around them. They had trained themselves to ignore people who were different. Jesus heals a Gentile, 
someone others would have dismissed. In this healing, Jesus underscores His love for all people. 

Pray: “Lord, You have done everything well. Help us also to see the depths of Your mercy and grace, that we understand 
them as gifts meant for all. Amen” (TLSB, p. 1672). 
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