
Leader Devotion LESSON 2  
THE FALL  AND A PROMISE—FALL  INTO S IN

GENESIS  3

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God promises to help sinners.

BIBLE  VERSE 
The Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 1 John 4:14

LAW & GOSPEL
We are self-centered and blame others; for these and many other sins, we deserve temporal and eternal death. 

God sent His Son, Jesus, to crush sin, death, and the devil, and through Him, God forgives our sins and gives us 
eternal life.

DEVOTION
Face it—we all mess up from time to time. Sometimes those mess-ups are pretty mild, while others are major. Think 
about a time you totally blew it. What happened? What were the consequences of your mistake? In this lesson, we 
learn about the first mess-up ever, when Adam and Eve fell for the serpent’s temptation. They knew what God com-
manded, but they chose to follow their own desires. Since then, all creation suffers from this one act of disobedience. 

But God does not leave His people without hope. “With the words that God speaks to the serpent, to Eve, and to 
Adam after their disobedience, He set the course for the rest of biblical history” (TLSB, p. 21). 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You that You did not leave us in the hopelessness of our sin. Strengthen me by Your 
Word to resist temptation and live according to Your will. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Leader Devotion LESSON 1  
A MIGHTY WONDER—CREATION

GENESIS  1 : 1–2 :3

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God created the heavens and the earth.

BIBLE  VERSE 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

LAW & GOSPEL
We forget or even refuse to believe that God is our Creator and the giver of all good things.

God gives us faith to believe that He created the heavens and the earth and that He continues to provide us 
with all good things, especially life and salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION
The biblical account of creation ranks among the best-known in Scripture. But the truth of this familiar story causes 
serious debates concerning science and religion. As tempting as it might be to enter into this debate, your class is 
probably not the best place to have this discussion. As a teacher, immerse yourself in the study of creation as told in 
Scripture. Then help your students learn the facts and how to defend their faith in God’s creation.

In this account, we learn how God makes all things good and then places Adam and Eve into His creation to care for 
it. But we only know God’s perfect creation in its broken form—marred by sin. Through Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion, our sin is forgiven. And on the Last Day, God will destroy this broken world and re-create it as a new heaven and 
new earth where we will spend all eternity with Him.

Pray: Lord, You have reclaimed all that is Your own, redeemed and restored all Your creation to Yourself. Preserve me 
and Your creation, O Lord, by Your grace. Amen. (TLSB, p. 15)

Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. TLSB © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. 
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 431151.

Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. TLSB © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. 
Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 431151.



Leader Devotion LESSON 4  
A CALL  TO ACTION—ABRAM

GENESIS  12 :1–9

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God calls us to follow Him.

BIBLE  VERSE 
I trust in You, O Lord. Psalm 31:14

LAW & GOSPEL
In our sinful fear and doubt, we do not trust God to lead us and do what He promises. 

God is faithful and carries out His promises, giving us faith in and through Jesus to trust and follow Him.

DEVOTION
I remember going on vacation with my family when I was young. My parents would use maps and guidebooks from 
AAA to plan out every aspect of our trip. Nowadays, when my family heads off on vacation, I don’t worry about having 
a map; I simply enter our destination into the map app on my phone and hit start. I trust the program to get me safely 
to my destination. 

Abram faced an amazing challenge: trust in God—whom he barely knew—to lead him to a land promised to Abram 
and his descendants. Abram set out, not knowing where God would lead, but trusting God’s care for him. We, too, can 
trust God’s promises to guide us through His Word and Sacraments to where He wants us to go. 

Pray: Heavenly Father, help me to trust You in all things. Lead me by Your Word to serve You as You will. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

Leader Devotion LESSON 3  
A NEW BEGINNING—NOAH

GENESIS  6 : 11–22;  7 : 11–24;  8 : 13–22

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God saves His people.

BIBLE  VERSE 
God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid. Isaiah 12:2

LAW & GOSPEL
We are sinful and rebellious from birth and deserve God’s wrath and judgment. 

God has mercy on us and gives us new life, washing away our sins through the suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

DEVOTION 
I’m sure you’ve seen families who decorated their child’s nursery with cute images of Noah’s ark, with pairs of animals 
and pretty rainbows. But if you think about the reality of the flood, it was far from cuddly animals and shiny rainbows. 

God used this worldwide flood to carry out His judgment against sinful humankind. Except for faithful Noah, his 
family, and the animals God sent to the ark, all other humans and land animals perished in the raging floodwaters. Yet 
God does not leave Noah, or us, without hope. As the floodwaters receded, God gave His promise to never again flood 
the entire earth. We live in hope and forgiveness through the death and resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Pray: Lord, give Your people today the confidence in Your salvation that Noah demonstrated when he willingly placed 
himself and the welfare of his family into Your gracious care. Amen. (TLSB, p. 26)
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Leader Devotion LESSON 6 
HOPE IN  HARDSHIP—JOSEPH

GENESIS  37 ;  45 :1–10 ;  50 :20 

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God works for the good of His people.

BIBLE  VERSE 
You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good. Genesis 50:20

LAW & GOSPEL
We question God’s will for us and are tempted to doubt His love for us when we experience troubles. 

God assures us of His love for us through Jesus, our Savior, and helps us in our troubles, enabling us to serve 
our neighbors in the vocations He has given us.

DEVOTION
Do you ever feel like you’re living the book Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day? Some days in 
life are just like that; things just go from bad to worse. 

Joseph had his share of terrible days. Jealous brothers sold Joseph into slavery. Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him, 
and Joseph was sent to prison. But then Joseph found himself raised up to the second-highest position in Egypt, 
where his leadership spared the nation from famine. When things go wrong in your life, you can say with Joseph, “You 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20).

Pray: Lord, when things go wrong in my life, help me to remember Your love and care for me. Lead me by Your Word 
to trust that You will make all things work for good in my life. Amen. 

Leader Devotion LESSON 5  
A PROMISING DREAM—JACOB

GENESIS  28 :10–22

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God is with us.

BIBLE  VERSE 
I am with you and will keep you wherever you go. Genesis 28:15

LAW & GOSPEL
We think God does not care or has left us alone. 

God promises in His Word never to leave us. His gracious love for us, revealed through His Son, Jesus, moves 
our hearts to worship and praise Him.

DEVOTION 
Dreams. We all have them. Lots of times, we don’t recall the subject of our dreams; other times, our dreams are so 
bizarre we recall them in vivid detail. 

Jacob’s dream had a ladder (or staircase) stretching to heaven with the angels ascending and descending from heaven. 
At the top of the ladder, the Lord Himself appeared as He promised this land to Jacob and his descendants. Jacob 
praised God for His care and trusted God to lead him to the Promised Land. 

We, too, can trust God to lead us and bring us to the land He has promised us through the death and resurrection of 
His Son. There we will spend all eternity with Him.

Pray: We praise You, Lord, for Your promises and mercy. Be with us as we ascend and descend in service to others. 
Amen. (TLSB, p. 61)
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Leader Devotion LESSON 8 
THE EGYPT EXIT—EXODUS 

EXODUS 14

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God delivers His people.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you. Psalm 50:15

LAW & GOSPEL
Surrounded by the evil of this world, we lose hope and begin to doubt that God is with us. 

Jesus takes our sin and doubt to the cross, delivering us from death and giving us the hope of eternal life with 
Him in heaven.

DEVOTION 
Imagine the drama: You’ve just escaped years of slavery and hardship in Egypt. Now, you and thousands of others are 
trapped between the Red Sea and the angry Egyptian army. Just when it seems that all is hopeless, God performs the 
most amazing miracle. The sea divides and the people cross over on dry ground. When the enemy attempts to follow, 
the water closes over them, drowning all their enemies. 

“When Israel crosses through the sea, they leave behind slavery and a future of death in Egypt for freedom and a 
future of life with God” (TLSB, pp. 119–20). In the same way, we have passed through the waters of Baptism, leaving 
behind the slavery of original sin. We live in the promise of eternal life with our Savior.  

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for the blessings You give in Baptism. Help me live as Your child each day. Amen. 

Leader Devotion LESSON 7 
FIERY DIRECTIONS—MOSES 

EXODUS 2 :23–3:22 

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God shows who He is.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Fear not, for I am with you. . . . I am your God; I will strengthen you. Isaiah 41:10

LAW & GOSPEL
We turn away from God and see no need for Him in our lives. 

God reveals Himself and His great love for us in His plan of salvation, fulfilled through the life, death, and res-
urrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION
Admit it. Sometimes it seems like it would be nice if we would hear from God directly. We read the biblical accounts 
of ladders to heaven or wrestling with God and secretly wonder what it might be like. While it might seem interesting, 
in reality, it would probably be terrifying. In this week’s lesson, Moses comes face-to-face with God in the form of a 
burning bush. Despite his initial curiosity with this phenomenon, Moses quickly realizes the almost overwhelming 
task God has for him. But God does not expect Moses to accomplish this task on his own. He will be with Moses and 
support him to accomplish His will. 

God promises to be with you too. He will work to help you by providing the resources you need. He will strengthen 
you by His Spirit through the Word to accomplish the tasks He has given you.

Pray: Rescue us, dearest Jesus, from the slavery of sin, and deliver us to the promised land. Amen. (TLSB, p. 99) 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 9 
A LOVING LAW—TEN COMMANDMENTS 

EXODUS 20:1–21

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God guides and protects us.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Love the Lord your God, and . . . serve Him with all your heart. Deuteronomy 11:13

LAW & GOSPEL
We reject God’s Law as we go our own way, failing to love God and to love others before ourselves. 

Jesus Christ kept the Law perfectly on our behalf, and He guides us to love Him and our neighbor.

DEVOTION 
Perhaps you remember memorizing the Ten Commandments and their meaning when you were in confirmation. 
Unfortunately, the Ten Commandments have a negative reputation. Too many people associate the Commandments 
with the negative “thou shalt not” rather than the positive “you should.” 

After the Israelites arrive at Mount Sinai, God gives instructions to Moses and the people. Moses ascends to meet with 
God and there receives God’s Law. These Ten Commandments continue to guide God’s people even today. As you 
teach the account of God giving His Ten Commandments, help learners understand why God gives us His Law and 
how we can learn from it. 

Pray: Father in heaven, thank You for giving us Your Law. Help us to live by Your Word each and every day. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

Leader Devotion LESSON 10 
THE LAND AT LAST—JOSHUA 

JOSHUA 3 :1–4 :18

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God keeps His promises.

BIBLE  VERSE 
The Lord will do the thing that He has promised. 2 Kings 20:9

LAW & GOSPEL
We are hesitant to trust in God’s promises, preferring to remain in the desert of our sins. 

God keeps His promise to save us through His Son, Jesus, and leads us to our heavenly home.

DEVOTION
“Are we there yet?” How many times have you heard, or even asked, this question? This question typically occurs when 
you have been on the road for a while, as the day grows longer and the passengers start getting restless.

Imagine the children of Israel. Their “road trip” has lasted forty years. All of the first generation that left Egypt had 
died in the wilderness, and now Moses is gone as well. As they approach the Promised Land, the Jordan River at full 
flood stage stands in their way. But just as God parted the waters of the Red Sea for their escape from Egypt, so He 
will part the waters of the Jordan for their entry into the land promised generations before. Today, we live in the 
promise that He will take us to our promised land through the sacrificial death and resurrection of His Son, our Savior. 

Pray: Praise to You, O Lord, that Your hand controls our enemies, Satan, sin, and death, and that the hands of our 
risen Savior were once pierced for our salvation. Amen. (TLSB, p. 347)
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Leader Devotion LESSON 12 
A PROPHET SERVES—SAMUEL 

1  SAMUEL 3

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God calls us to serve Him.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears. 1 Samuel 3:9 

LAW & GOSPEL
God calls us to follow Him and do His will, but we turn deaf ears to Him and refuse to listen. 

God opens our ears to His saving Word in Jesus and empowers us to follow Him and serve others.

DEVOTION 
Do you know someone who has the gift of service? These are the people who pitch in to help anytime you need volun-
teers for something. They get excited about opportunities to help in any way they can. 

In this week’s lesson, we learn the account of young Samuel as he begins his service in the temple under the priest Eli. 
Samuel’s middle-of-the-night call from God serves to remind us of our calling to serve as teachers and leaders in the 
congregation. With Samuel we can say, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:9).

Pray: Lord, guide me as I share Your Word with Your children. Keep me ever in Your grace and care. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Leader Devotion LESSON 11 
A JUDGE LEADS—GIDEON 

JUDGES 7 : 1–23

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God rescues us from our enemies.

BIBLE  VERSE 
The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. Hebrews 13:6

LAW & GOSPEL
Though God promises to be with us, we doubt His Word. 

God is faithful in our doubt and persistent in His love for us. He refuses to let us die in our sin, but instead 
sends us a Savior, Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION 
Think about some of the seemingly impossible stories in the Scriptures: leprosy is cured by bathing in the Jordan 
River, seas and rivers part so people can cross on dry ground, dead people rise to life. What are some of the more 
amazing Bible accounts you can think of? 

Why is it sometimes difficult to believe and trust when God gives His promises? Too often, our sinful human rea-
soning gets in the way of completely trusting in God’s Word. It wasn’t much different for Gideon. “Despite a clear 
revelation of the Lord’s will, Gideon twice puts the Lord to a test, hoping to gain certainty for his faltering faith. Jesus 
said that an evil and adulterous generation looks for a sign [Matthew 12:39]” (TLSB, p. 394). We look for signs too. We 
second-guess God. Jesus, who rescues us from all enemies, forgives us and sends His Spirit to help us trust His Word.  

Pray: Heavenly Father, help me learn to trust You at all times and in every circumstance. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
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Leader Devotion LESSON 13
A KING FOREVER—DAVID 

1  SAMUEL 16 :1–13 ;  2  SAMUEL 5 :1–5 ;  7 :4–17

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God chooses unlikely people. 

BIBLE  VERSE 
Bless the Lord, . . . who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. Psalm 103:2, 4 

LAW & GOSPEL
We judge by outward appearance and earthly standards, blind to the wisdom of God. 

God sees and knows what we truly need—grace and mercy given to us through the unlikely gift of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.

DEVOTION 
If you ask your students to name one of their favorite Old Testament Bible stories, the account of David defeating 
Goliath probably ranks in the top ten. It’s fun to see what students remember from their lessons. 

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel contain a number of accounts concerning David’s life and leadership. While they may 
know the David and Goliath account, students are probably less familiar with the account of David’s eventual ascent 
to the throne over all of Israel. As you share this account with students, help them see how God keeps His promise to 
provide a leader for His people. More important, help them learn about and trust the promise of their Savior from sin 
and death in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Pray: Father in heaven, thank You for giving us faithful leaders like King David. Help us learn to trust You and Your 
promises to us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Leader Devotion LESSON 14 
THE KING’S  TABLE—MEPHIBOSHETH 

2  SAMUEL 4 :4 ;  9 : 1–13

BIBLE  TRUTH 
God gives all good gifts.

BIBLE  VERSE 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1

LAW & GOSPEL
We think we own and deserve everything we have in this life, forgetting that God is the giver of all good things. 

God loves us with an unconditional love. He forgives our thanklessness for Jesus’ sake and continues to 
provide us with all that we need for our body and life.

DEVOTION
Think about special meals your family celebrates. Perhaps it’s a special holiday meal such as Thanksgiving. Some fami-
lies have birthday suppers or reunion picnics together. What makes these meals together so special? 

The Bible account this week involves an individual whose name and history is probably unknown to most people. 
After becoming king, David discovered Mephibosheth, the last remaining descendant of his close friend Jonathan. 
David promised there would always be a place at the king’s table for Mephibosheth for as long as he lived. In the same 
way, our heavenly King promises to always provide for our needs, especially our need for forgiveness from sin.

Pray: Heavenly Father, I thank You for welcoming me to Your table as You give me Your Son, Jesus, as my Savior. In 
His name I pray. Amen. 
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