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BIBLE  VERSE

We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Jesus tells the famous parable of the Good 

Samaritan, who risks his own life to help a Jew-
ish man whose peril was ignored by his own 
countrymen. In telling the parable, Jesus an-
swers the question “Who is my neighbor?” for 
His followers as He challenges us to “go, and 
do likewise” (v. 37). We also ask, “Who is the 
Good Samaritan?” Jesus rescues us, dead in 
our sin, even when we were enemies of God. 

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—The Good Samaritan saw some-

one in pain and took care of him. For what 
tasks might you need a secret or surprise 
helper to come and lend a hand in service?

�  At Mealtime—How do the lawyer’s words in 
the story summarize the Law of God that 
Jesus obeyed perfectly? What does His 
perfect obedience of the Law mean for 
you?

�  Something to Do—Perhaps you have friends 
or family members who are hurting. As a 
family, pray for each of these people indi-
vidually, that God would heal them physi-
cally or mentally and would strengthen their 
faith.

�  Before Bed—What does Jesus’ parable (a 
story which shows believers how they are 
to live according to God’s Word) say about 
how you should treat others? Who are your 
neighbors? Give examples of ways you can 
show love to your neighbor.

  A MERCY-FULL MESSAGE 
 LESSON 1  

  Luke 10:25–37 

JESUS LOVES US AND HELPS US LOVE OTHERS. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God loves me so much that He sent His Son to die for me, 
forgiving me of my sins and enabling me to love others.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to love my neighbor as myself, serving others in 
both word and deed. I love because God first loved me. 

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can summarize how this parable is both a picture of 
Christ for us and an example for us to follow as His 
redeemed people.
YOUTH
I can describe how this parable shows Jesus’ great 
love for me and also how I am to love others.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus loves me and helps me to 
love and care for my neighbor.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus loves me and helps me to love others.
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BIBLE  VERSE

Pray for one another.
James 5:16

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
With Jesus’ disciples, we, too, implore, 

“Lord, teach us to pray” (v. 1). Jesus teaches 
His disciples—and all humankind—the prayer 
used throughout the Church to this day. Jesus 
follows His instruction with a parable, illustrat-
ing how our heavenly Father unfailingly hears 
all our prayers.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—What are some different ways 

you can communicate with friends and fam-
ily? How can you communicate with God? 
How does He communicate with you?

�  At Mealtime—Learn a new mealtime prayer 
together this week.

�  Something to Do—When we pray “Thy king-
dom come” in the Lord’s Prayer, we are 
asking God to bless us with the treasures of 
His heavenly kingdom. Take turns hiding a 
Bible, a treasure God has given to us. The 
person who finds the Bible should pick it 
up, read a favorite passage, and say, “God’s 
Word is a treasure.”

�  Before Bed—Pray the Lord’s Prayer together 
as a family.

   A PRAYER LESSON
 LESSON 2 
 Luke 11:1–13

JESUS TEACHES US TO PRAY.

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God has called me to be His child, promising to hear my 
prayers as my loving heavenly Father.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am to pray to my heavenly Father at His invitation and 
command. I pray that His will be done in my life and for the 
sake of my neighbor.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can describe what God wants me to pray for 
and how God wants me to approach Him in those 
prayers. 
YOUTH
I can give examples of how Jesus teaches me to pray 
and how God hears and responds to my prayers.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus teaches me to pray and 
promises that God hears and answers our prayers.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God hears and answers my prayers.
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BIBLE  VERSE

[Jesus says,] “I am the Good Shepherd.”
John 10:11

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd 

as He promises to lead and guide His sheep. 
Jesus willingly laid down His life for His sheep, 
even those who often ignore the voice of the 
Shepherd. His flock includes “other sheep,” 
Gentiles not descended from Abraham (v. 16). 
David’s familiar Twenty-third Psalm describes 
the work of our Good Shepherd.     

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—Who has Jesus put in your life 

to help shepherd you in the faith? When 
do you hear Jesus speaking through these 
people?

�  At Mealtime—When did Jesus lay down His 
life for you, as the shepherd does for the 
sheep? What do you have because of Je-
sus’ death and resurrection? Describe this 
abundant (full to overflowing) life you have 
received.

�  Something to Do—Together, sing the three 
stanzas of “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” (Lu-
theran Service Book 740). 

�  Before Bed—We often hear about Jesus as 
our Good Shepherd and read Psalm 23 at 
funerals or on other church occasions. Read 
the psalm together. What is your favorite 
part? Thank Jesus for caring for you always.

      A SHEPHERD LOVES
 LESSON 3 
 John 10:1–18; Psalm 23

JESUS CARES FOR US. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
Jesus is my Good Shepherd, and I am His sheep, safe 
from danger and fear. 

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to follow Jesus, my Good Shepherd, and 
to listen to His voice. I rejoice when Jesus seeks and 
rescues others, as He has done for me.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can connect Jesus’ illustration of the Good Shep-
herd to how He has and always will care for me as 
God’s redeemed child. 
YOUTH
I can share that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who 
redeemed me and daily leads, guides, and cares for 
me. 
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus laid down His life for me and 
promises to lead, guide, and protect me.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus protects me and takes cares of my 
needs.
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BIBLE  VERSE

The Son of Man came to seek and  
to save the lost. 

Luke 19:10

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, anx-

iously awaits the arrival of Jesus. Short of stat-
ure, Zacchaeus climbs a tree to see the Sav-
ior. Despite criticism, Jesus invites Himself to 
the tax collector’s home. Motivated by Christ’s 
compassion, Zacchaeus confesses his sin and 
promises to make restitution.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—What does today’s Bible account 

tell you about Zacchaeus? How did Zac-
chaeus show that he had become a fol-
lower of Christ?

�  At Mealtime—What have you lost recently? 
How was the lost item found? We were also 
lost to sin, death, and the devil. How did 
Jesus find and save us?

�  Something to Do—Zacchaeus climbed into a 
sycamore fig tree so he could see Jesus 
over the crowd. Lift your child up on your 
shoulders so he or she can see how tall 
Zacchaeus would have felt in the tree. 

�  Before Bed—Pray together, thanking God for 
sending His Son, Jesus, to save us when 
we are lost in sin.

    A TREE VIEW
 LESSON 4 
 Luke 19:1–10

JESUS LOVES SINNERS. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God knows that I am a sinner and loves me anyway. He  
seeks me, invites me to His house, and forgives my sin.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I can repent of the harm I’ve done to others and the 
times I have judged or cheated them. I can care for my 
neighbor out of joy for the redemption I have, pointing 
others to their Savior.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can describe what Jesus’ calling of Zacchaeus to 
faith reveals about Jesus’ mission on earth both in 
the New Testament and through the Church today. 
YOUTH
I can share how Jesus loves sinners, including me, 
and how He came to seek and save all who are lost.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus came to save and love all 
sinners, including me. 
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus calls me by name and forgives me.
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BIBLE  VERSE

Christ died for our sins. 
1 Corinthians 15:3

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
The events of Christ’s crucifixion unfold in 

a series of brutal and bloody vignettes: ques-
tioned before Pilate, mocked and abused by 
the Roman guard, nailed to the cross. Jesus 
hangs between life and death—abandoned by 
His Father—yielding up His life at the moment 
He chooses. Multiple witnesses see where 
Christ is laid in a borrowed tomb.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—At Jesus’ trials, the judges 

wanted to know the truth. Tell the truth 
about Jesus.

�  At Mealtime—Pilate gave orders that Jesus 
should be killed even though he knew Jesus 
was innocent. Why did this happen? You 
deserve death because you are guilty of 
sinning, yet God gives you life. Why does 
this happen?

�  Something to Do—As a family, make a mosaic 
cross from torn squares of colored paper. 

�  Before Bed—Why did Jesus have to die on 
the cross? Why did God the Father forsake 
Jesus while He was crucified? Because 
Jesus suffered and died in your place, what 
precious gift do you receive?

      A CRUSHING TRUTH
 LESSON 5 
 Matthew 27:11–66

JESUS DIED FOR OUR SINS. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God sent His Son to die the death I deserve. Through Jesus, 
I am a child of God, who has eternal life. 

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to praise my Savior and to tell others of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can consider how the details of Jesus’ suffering 
and death reveal the depth of His loving sacrifice to 
forgive my sins. 
YOUTH
I can describe how Jesus’ suffering and death paid 
the price for my sins and the sins of the world.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus paid for my sins by dying on 
the cross. 
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus died on the cross to pay for my sins.
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BIBLE  VERSE

The Lord has risen! 
Luke 24:34

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
The women who witness Christ’s burial are 

the first to witness His resurrection. With great 
joy, they run to tell His disciples that Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—When springtime comes, many 

new flowers sprout from the ground after 
being dead through the winter. Compare 
these sprouting seeds to Jesus’ resurrec-
tion.

�  At Mealtime—On Good Friday, there was an 
earthquake (Matthew 27:51–52). On Easter 
morning, another earthquake happened 
(Matthew 28:2). What did each earthquake 
do?

 �  Something to Do—Sing your favorite Easter 
hymns. Accompany them by shaking plastic 
eggs filled with dry rice. 

�  Before Bed—Pray together that God would 
give you hope and joy in His resurrection 
and the empty tomb.

        A LIVING TRUTH
 LESSON 6 
 Matthew 28:1–15

JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God raised Jesus from the dead; in Christ, I will be raised 
from the dead on the Last Day.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to rejoice in the eternal life that I have and to tell 
others of Jesus, who rescues from sin, death, and hell.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can consider what the specific events of the resur-
rection mean for God’s people both in the narrative 
and today.
YOUTH
I can confess the truth that Jesus died and rose from 
the dead, conquering sin and death to give me and 
all believers eternal life.
ELEMENTARY
I understand Jesus conquered death and rose from 
the dead, giving me eternal life in Him.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus came alive again on Easter and gives 
me life with Him forever.
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BIBLE  VERSE

Their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him. 
Luke 24:31 

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Easter afternoon, Jesus joins two disci-

ples discussing the events of the past week 
in Jerusalem while on their way to Emmaus. 
Along the way, Jesus interprets the Old Testa-
ment prophecies concerning Himself. Arriving 
at Emmaus, the disciples suddenly recognize 
Jesus, who then disappears from sight. The 
disciples quickly return to Jerusalem to share 
their amazing account. 

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—What did the two men say to 

Jesus that showed they were still confused 
about what Jesus had come to earth to do? 
What kind of king and redeemer did they 
think He would be? 

�  At Mealtime—What action revealed Jesus to 
the two men? Where does this action take 
place today? Who “opens” Scripture and 
reveals Christ to you?

�  Something to Do—Emmaus was seven miles 
from Jerusalem. Find a place that is seven 
miles from your home. How long would it 
take to walk there? How long did the two 
men spend with Jesus on the road?

�  Before Bed—Why is it important to study Mo-
ses and the Prophets in the Old Testament? 
Name three Old Testament stories that 
point to Jesus as our Savior.

    A REVEALING TRUTH
 LESSON 7 
  Luke 24:13–35

JESUS SHOWS HE IS ALIVE. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God gives me His Word and His Spirit to understand that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I can share the Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
with others, confident that He is with me and guides me.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can connect Jesus’ appearance to disciples on 
the Emmaus road to His presence among His 
redeemed people in His Word and Sacraments.
YOUTH
I can express how Jesus opens my eyes to the truth 
of the Gospel through His Word and Sacraments.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus uses His Word and Sacra-
ments to help me believe and trust in Him.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus shows me through God’s Word that He 
is my Savior.
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BIBLE  VERSE

[Jesus says,] “I am with you always.”
Matthew 28:20

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
During His last days on earth, Jesus in-

structs His disciples, preparing them for the 
challenges that lie ahead. Gathering His dis-
ciples on the Mount of Olives one last time, 
Jesus physically ascends to heaven. Two an-
gels repeat Christ’s promise to return in the 
same way He ascended into heaven.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—Even though Jesus ascended 

into heaven, explain how He is still with us. 
�  At Mealtime—What jobs do you do? What 

jobs did Jesus do before He returned to 
heaven?

�  Something to Do—As you walk up the stairs, 
identify different ways God has lifted you up 
on sad days. Pray together, thanking Him 
for always being with you, even when you 
cannot see Him.

�  Before Bed—Some people you love are 
out of sight. Who are they? When Jesus 
ascended, the disciples couldn’t see Him 
anymore. Those who believe in Jesus trust 
in Him by faith (not by sight).

  AN ASCENDING TRUTH
 LESSON 8 
 Luke 24:44–53; Acts 1:1–11 

JESUS ASCENDED TO HEAVEN.

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
Jesus is always with me as His Holy Spirit dwells in me. I am 
a disciple of Christ. 

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to tell my neighbors —near and far—of the Savior 
of all nations.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can explain why Jesus’ ascension matters for both 
me and the life of the Church. 
YOUTH
I can share that while Jesus bodily ascended to 
heaven, He is living and active in my life and in the 
lives of all believers.
ELEMENTARY
I understand Jesusʼ earthly body rose into heaven, 
where He prepares a place for me to be with Him 
forever. 
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know Jesus is with me always.
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BIBLE  VERSE

You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 2:38

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
With the sound of a rushing wind and 

tongues of fire, the promised Holy Spirit de-
scends on the disciples. As they speak in “oth-
er tongues,” their hearers, from a multitude of 
nations, hear about “the mighty works of God” 
in their own languages (vv. 2, 11). Beginning 
with Old Testament prophecies, Peter’s ser-
mon proclaims Jesus, the promised Messiah.    

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—How did the Holy Spirit show His 

presence at Pentecost?
�  At Mealtime—The Holy Spirit was at work 

on the night of Pentecost. How is the Holy 
Spirit at work in your life? How do you know 
He is at work in your church?

�  Something to Do—Red is the color the Church 
wears on Pentecost. Enjoy some delicious 
red strawberries or a red fruit smoothie. 
How does the Holy Spirit enrich your life?

�  Before Bed—A big noise filled the house 
where the disciples were staying in Je-
rusalem on Pentecost. What big noises 
have you heard recently? What caused the 
noise?

       A TELLING TRUTH
 LESSON 9 
 Acts 2:1–24 

GOD GIVES US THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God the Holy Spirit reaches me through His Word and gives 
me new life in Jesus, enabling me to live as His disciple.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called and equipped to tell others of the new life Jesus 
gives through His death and resurrection for all who believe.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can consider the importance of the role of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost and in the life of the Church today. 
YOUTH
I can recognize the work of the Holy Spirit at Pen-
tecost and in the Church today as the creator and 
sustainer of faith in me and all believers.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that God gives me the Holy Spirit to 
work faith in my heart.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God the Holy Spirit is my helper.
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BIBLE  VERSE

Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
The Twelve select Stephen as one of the 

first seven deacons in the Early Church. Syn-
agogue leaders twist Stephen’s words, false-
ly accusing him of blasphemy. Stephen’s tes-
timony before the high priest recalls Israel’s 
rejection of God’s promise and their rejection 
of Jesus, the promised Savior. When Stephen 
says he sees a vision of Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God, the enraged officials cast 
Stephen out of the city and stone him.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—How did Stephen share his faith? 

Describe a time you told someone about 
Jesus even though it was difficult. How did 
the Holy Spirit help you during that time?

�  At Mealtime—Sometimes, we get angry at one 
another. Talk about and practice how we 
can show God’s love and forgiveness to one 
another when we get angry.

�  Something to Do—Help feed those in need 
like Stephen did for the widows. Gather 
up some nonperishable canned goods or 
boxed foods and make a donation to your 
local food pantry.

�  Before Bed—Christians are still killed today 
for confessing their faith all over the world. 
They are called martyrs. With your family, 
pray for Christians who are persecuted and 
face danger because of their faith in Jesus.

        A SERVANT SPEAKS
 LESSON 10 
 Acts 6–7

THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US SERVE GOD. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God the Holy Spirit gives me what I need to be His 
servant according to His will.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to make Christlike sacrifices for others in 
what I say and do in this life.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can connect how the Holy Spirit used Stephen 
as God’s witness with how the Holy Spirit uses His 
people to witness the truth today. 
YOUTH
I can share how the Holy Spirit works through His 
Word to show me my sin, and I can hear His word of 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that the Holy Spirit helps me believe 
and moves me to serve others.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God the Holy Spirit helps me live as His child. 
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BIBLE  VERSE

Faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ. 

Romans 10:17 

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Directed by an angel, Philip encounters 

an Ethiopian official reading from the Book 
of Isaiah while riding in his chariot. Realizing 
the Ethiopian needs help to understand the 
Scriptures, Philip steps in. After instructing the 
Ethiopian, Philip baptizes the man and then is 
carried away by the Spirit to Azotus. 

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—Philip hurried on foot to catch up 

with the Ethiopian man’s chariot. Do you 
think you could run and catch up with a 
chariot, or would you need the Holy Spirit’s 
help like Philip?

�  At Mealtime—After his Baptism, the Ethiopian 
left, joyfully praising God. Why does know-
ing Jesus is your Savior make you want to 
rejoice? How can you share this joy with 
others?

�  Something to Do—The man riding in the 
chariot was from Ethiopia. Find Ethiopia on 
a globe or map. How far away was Ethiopia 
from Jerusalem? Look online to find out 
more information about Ethiopia. How many 
Christians are there today? Pray for Chris-
tians in Ethiopia.

�  Before Bed—As a family, pray that the Word 
of God can be shared with all those who do 
not know Christ or the Good News of the 
Gospel.

         A DEACON DELIVERS
 LESSON 11 
 Acts 8:26–40 

THE HOLY SPIRIT WORKS THROUGH THE WORD AND BAPTISM 
TO GIVE FAITH. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God gives me faith through His Word and gives me under-
standing through the Holy Spirit. I am a baptized child of God.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to hear God’s Word and to share it with others, 
equipped by the Holy Spirit and alive through Baptism.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can analyze the role of Baptism in the narrative of 
Philip and the Ethiopian, and apply that understand-
ing to Baptism’s role in the Church today. 
YOUTH
I can connect the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Baptism of the Ethiopian to how the Spirit works 
through water and the Word to make me God’s child 
in Baptism.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that God places His name on me in 
Baptism.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God works through His Word and Baptism to 
make me His child.
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BIBLE  VERSE

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
2 Corinthians 5:17

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
On the road to Damascus, Saul encoun-

ters the risen Lord, who converts him from a 
persecutor of the Church to its greatest mis-
sionary—Paul. God sends Ananias to lay hands 
upon the temporarily blinded Saul, baptizing 
him in the name of the Living God. Despite the 
disciples’ distrust of Saul’s motives, Barnabas 
speaks boldly on Saul’s behalf.

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—Name as many superheroes as 

you can. What powers do they have to fight 
evil? God’s Word shows us that Jesus was 
a real superhero with the power to fight off 
sin, death, and the devil.

�  At Mealtime—Saul was temporarily blinded 
by a bright light. Find out more about how 
the Church shares God’s message with 
those who are blind. Share what you learn 
with one another.

�  Something to Do—Using chalk, make a heart 
and cross shape on the sidewalk. As you 
do so, remember how Jesus cleanses our 
hearts by forgiving our sins. He makes us 
new people, a new creation.

�  Before Bed—How was Saul blind before 
Jesus spoke to him? You were once blind 
in the same way. What event healed Saul 
of his blindness? What event healed you of 
your blindness?

  AN ENEMY CONVERTS
 LESSON 12 

 Acts 9:1–31

JESUS CHOOSES US, EVEN WHEN WE ARE ENEMIES OF GOD. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God has made me a new creation and placed His name on 
me. I was an enemy of God, but now I am His follower.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to tell others about Jesus, my Savior, so that others  
who were once enemies of God can become His children too.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can compare how Jesus called Saul to faith with 
how God calls and chooses us to be His redeemed 
people. 
YOUTH
I can make connections between God’s call to Saul 
and His call to me; though I was born in sin and an 
enemy of God, He made me His redeemed child.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that God chooses me to be His own 
child and makes me a new creation in Jesus through 
my Baptism.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God calls me by name and changes me on 
the inside so I can live a new life as His child. 
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BIBLE  VERSE

Believe in the Lord Jesus,  
and you will be saved. 

Acts 16:31 

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
In Philippi, Paul and Silas cast the spirit of 

divination from a slave girl, but her angered 
owner has the two thrown into prison. Around 
midnight, Paul and Silas are praying and sing-
ing to God when suddenly an earthquake 
shakes the prison. The jailer, thinking his pris-
oners have escaped, prepares to take his own 
life. Paul and Silas interrupt his plan as they 
share the Gospel with him and his whole fami-
ly, who Paul then baptizes.  

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—How did the Holy Spirit use Paul 

and Silas’s actions as a witness to the pris-
oners and the jailer?

�  At Mealtime—After your prayer following the 
meal, say together, “We’re God’s children, 
blessed from above. Forgiven, we live a 
new life of love.”

�  Something to Do—Paul and Silas sang hymns 
while they were in prison. Have each mem-
ber of your family choose a song or hymn 
to sing or play.

�  Before Bed—Think about how you treated 
others today. What kind of witness did your 
words and actions give about your faith? 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your words and 
actions, so they reflect your hope and trust 
in Jesus.

          A SOLDIER BELIEVES
 LESSON 13 

                   Acts 16:16–40

GOD RESCUES US FROM FEAR AND GIVES US NEW LIFE 
THROUGH HIS WORD. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God rescued me from imprisonment and certain death. I am 
freed to tell others of the salvation that Jesus has won for 
all.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to speak the truth of God’s Word in every situa-
tion, pointing to God’s deliverance in Jesus.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can identify the different salvation themes in this 
narrative and relate them to how God has saved us 
through His Word and Sacraments. 
YOUTH
I can share the joy of salvation that I have through 
faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus pours out His blessings on 
me in His Word and through Baptism.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God loves me even in times of trouble and 
gives me joy in Jesus that I can share with others.
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BIBLE  VERSE

God will wipe away every tear  
from their eyes. 

Revelation 7:17

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Banished to the island of Patmos, John 

receives a revelation of the new heaven and 
new earth. In this climax to the Book of Reve-
lation, John describes the indescribable—the 
Lamb of God in His glory with His people in 
their eternal home. 

TAKING IT  HOME
�  On the Go—Who is the Lamb? According to 

today’s Bible account, what blessings do 
we receive from the Lamb?

�  At Mealtime—In his vision of heaven, John 
saw gates made of pearls. What are pearls 
made of? Where have you seen them be-
fore? Talk about those pearly gates.

�  Something to Do—When will John’s vision 
be fulfilled? Draw what you think heaven 
might look like. Pray with the apostle John, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!”

�  Before Bed—Pray together, “Dear heavenly 
Father, thank You for giving us the gift of 
faith in Christ and for preparing a perfect 
new home for us in the resurrection. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”

         A RETURNING TRUTH
 LESSON 14 
  Revelation 21:1–22:5

JESUS PROMISES TO TAKE US TO HEAVEN. 

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God is preparing a place for me; He has given me certain, 
everlasting life.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE?
I am called to wait for Jesus’ return, telling others of Him 
and serving in ways that point to the new heavens and new 
earth.

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can consider how John’s vision of the new heavens 
and the new earth impacts my life today as I love 
God and serve my neighbor in my various vocations. 
YOUTH
I can express confidence in the promise of Jesus to 
take all believers to live with Him when He comes 
again to establish a new heaven and new earth.
ELEMENTARY
I understand that Jesus promises to take me and all 
believers to live with Him in heaven forever.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know heaven is a happy and wonderful place where 
someday I will live with Jesus.


